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$1 million grant to help Fort Payne 
School System build vocational center

Fears of shortage lead to panic buying

Repairs to 
police 
department 
estimated at 
$3 million

His Word
“Teach me your way, 

Lord, that I may rely on 

your faithfulness; give me 

an undivided heart, that I 

may fear your name.”           

—Psalm 86:11

Inside today
Repairs begin on 

County Road 85

See page A2

SPORTS
Fort Payne closes 

season with 
Cullman loss

See page A10

Volume 140, No. 461 • $1.00

Inside
Classified ..................................B1

Comics......................................B4

Dear Abby ...............................B2

Deaths ......................................A3

Sports .....................................A10

Opinion.....................................A4

Serving DeKalb County since 1878 – If it’s important to you, it’s important to us

John Weldon Parrish 
Edward L. Watkins Jr. 
Cranston James "Bobo" 
Noojin, Jr. 
Arland O. Carter 
Shirley M. Smith Rigstad
Irene Terrell 

Angela Gail Headrick 
Roy Lee Gorham 
Rodney Durwood McCutchen
Felicia Eileen Knight 
Bobby Wayne Yarbrough 
Julia Annette Orr 

See Page A3

Funeral Services

Story by Emily Kirby
emily.kirby@times-journal.com

Gov. Kay Ivey has 
announced a $1 mil-
lion grant to prepare 
Fort Payne high school 
students and adults for 
the future while helping 

to meet the 
needs of 
Alabama’s 
workforce 
in sever-
al career 
fields.

The funds 
from the 

Appalachian Regional 
Commission will be 
used to help the Fort 
Payne Board of Edu-
cation construct a new 
vocational center aimed 
at training students in 
careers that include 
construction, electric 

vehicle and aviation 
technologies. The new 
Building, Electric and 
Aviation Technology 
Center will provide 
students with a rigorous 
training program in a 
workplace environ-
ment to ready them for 

careers. 
Fort Payne City 

Schools Superintendent 
Jim Cunningham said 
the school system is 
always seeking op-
portunities to expand 

Gov. Kay
Ivey

Jim
Cunningham

Kenneth
Boswell See Grant » Page A9

Running on empty

Bonnie Walters  | Times-Journal

Pictured, above, cars lined up at the Mapco in Henagar on Tuesday afternoon. Continued panic-buying led to shortages in gas stations across 
DeKalb and the Southeast. 

Staff Reports
news@times-journal.com

Earlier this week, 

DeKalb County residents 

flocked to local service sta-

tions, creating long lines, 

confusion and even drained 

many fuel centers of their 

product.

On Friday, Colonial 

Pipeline, which operates 

as the country’s largest 

fuel pipeline, announced 

it suffered a cybersecurity 

hack. After the breach, 

the facility shut down all 

four of its major pipelines 

that serve the Eastern and 

Southeastern United States 

as a precaution. 

As a result, gas prices 

See Gas » Page A8

Board accepts Barnett's resignation, 
begins search for next superintendent

Story by Cinthia Rico
cinthia.rico@times-journal.com

The DeKalb County 
Board of Education on 
Tuesday night heard from 
board attorney Taylor 
Brooks of Lanier Ford 
Shaver and Payne Attor-

ney at Law, following the 

approval of the resignation 

of DeKalb County Super-

intendent Jason Barnett 

effective June 8, 2021.

Brooks took the oppor-

tunity to walk the board 

through the process of 

selecting a new superinten-
dent for the district. 

“I represent a lot of 
boards of education around 
north Alabama, and part 
of my service is to do 
superintendent searches 

See Search » Page A9
Jason 

Barnett
Taylor
Brooks

Story by Steven Stiefel
steven.stiefel@times-journal.com

The Fort Payne City Council 

learned during a work session this 

week that the former City Hall, 

which now hosts the Fort Payne 

Police Department, is in dire need 

of repairs to make it safer and 

more secure. 

Architect Craig Peavy and de-

signer Vanessa Vereschak of the 

Fyffe man dies 
in motorcycle 
crash

Staff Reports
news@times-journal.com

A single-vehicle crash at approxi-
mately 6:45 p.m. Tuesday, May 11, 
has claimed the life of a Fyffe man.

Rodney McCutchen, 61, was fatally 
injured when the 2015 Harley-David-
son motorcycle he was operating left 
the roadway, struck a driveway and 
went airborne. He was pronounced 
deceased at the scene.

The crash occurred on DeKalb 
County 47 near DeKalb County 94, 
approximately three miles south of 
Powell.

Nothing further is available as 
Troopers with the Alabama Law 
Enforcement Agency’s (ALEA) 
Highway Patrol Division continue to 
investigate.

See Repairs » Page A9


