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His Word
“Not every one that 

saith unto me, Lord, 

Lord, shall enter 

into the kingdom of 

heaven; but he that 

doeth the will of my 

Father which is in 

heaven.”    

— Matthew 7:21

SPORTS
Fort Payne 

hosting 
Pell City for 

1,000th game 

See page B2

Inside today
Set the Table: 

Cinnamon is the 
spice for fall 

recipes

See page A5

Inside today
Heartlite 

Hospice to 
hold memorial 

service

See page A8
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Serving DeKalb County since 1878 – If it’s important to you, it’s important to us

Fort Payne’s 
economy is 
proving to be 
resilient  
Service sector jobs 
slow to recover 
from impacts of the 
pandemic

Story by Steven Stiefel
steven.stiefel@times-journal.com

Local businessman Jerry 

Clifton gave Mayor Brian 

Baine and members of the 

Fort Payne City Council a 

tour of the renovations he’s 

making on the top floor 
of the Haralson Building. 

Clifton said he plans to 

create two luxury lofts, 

collectively encompassing 

1,700-square feet, that will 

be available for short-term 

vacation rentals, as well as 

a venue for events such as 

wedding or baby showers, 

girls’ nights out and so 

forth.  

Clifton said he’s been 

limited in what changes he 

could make given the his-
toric nature of the building, 

where The Spot Coffee 

Shop now operates down-
stairs. Some of his original 

choices were vetoed by the 

National and State Histor-
ical Registries, with whom 

he is now on a first-name 
basis. The building was 

originally built in 1889. It 

was added to the National 

Register of Historic Places 

in March 1989, certified 
by the Alabama Historical 

Commission.

The floor plan calls for 
each apartment to have 

two bedrooms and two 

bathrooms, plus open 

kitchens and dining areas 

tied together by hardwood 

floors. Tin ceilings will add 
an ornate touch to what he 

describes as a “modern and 

eclectic” aesthetic inside. 

See Lofts » Page A9

Story by Steven Stiefel
steven.stiefel@times-journal.com

The Fort Payne economy 
is getting a boost from an 
expansion at Plasman, a 
plastic fabrication man-
ufacturer. The Airport 
Road facility is one of four 
locations the Canadian 
company operates in the 
United States. 
DeKalb 
County 
Economic 
Development 
Director 
Jimmy 
Durham 
announced 
this while 
asking the Fort Payne City 
Council to approve a new 
10-year tax abatement, 
which they approved.  

Despite the positive 
development, some at City 

See Economy » Page A9
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Jerry Clifton gives a tour of his luxury lofts to Mayor Brian Baine and Fort Payne City Council 

President Walter Watson, Council President pro Tem Lynn Brewer, Council member Phillip Smith, 

and Council member Johnny Eberhart. Council member John Smith was not present at the time. 

Council tours downtown lofts  
Jerry Clifton shares grand vision for Fort Payne’s historic district 

Jimmy

Durham

Free grocery distribution 
planned Oct 30 at fairgrounds 
Kudzu Millwork again sponsoring effort to connect food with people in need

Story by Steven Stiefel
steven.stiefel@times-journal.com

Kudzu Millwork seeks 
volunteers to help hand 
out free bags full of 
groceries to the public at 
the VFW Fairgrounds on 
Oct. 30. 

Kudzu held an initial 
distribution on May 22, 
in partnership with the or-
ganization OneGenAway, 
a non-profit 501(c)3 
that will bring between 
15,000-25,000 lbs. of 
fresh, healthy food and 
items easily prepared and 

cooked directly to people 
in need by rescuing food 
from local grocery stores 
and restaurants and hold-
ing mobile food distribu-
tions in the community. 

This is another drive 
thru food distribution, 
happening whether it is 
raining or sunny. Recipi-
ents are asked to remain 
patiently in their vehicles 
and have their trunks 
open with space cleared 
for food. Volunteers will 

Canyon Fest returns next month 
12th annual Canyon Fest set for Saturday 
Nov. 6 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Story by Cinthia Rico
cinthia.rico@times-journal.com

Little River Canyon 
Center is gearing up to 
welcome its 12th annual 
Canyon Fest, a celebration 
of art and nature, on Satur-

day, Nov. 6, from 10 a.m. 

to 4 p.m. 

The festival features a 

wide variety of vendors, art 

demonstrations activities, a 

See Canyon » Page A9
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Hundreds of residents attend the first distribution held by 
Kudzo Millwork in May of this year.

See Food » Page A9
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