
Story by Steven Stiefel
steven.stiefel@times-journal.com

At Tuesday’s city 
council meeting, Fort 
Payne Mayor Brian Baine 
announced a new restau-
rant and gave updates on 
various projects. 

“It is my understanding 
that the old tourism build-
ing has sold and ‘Hwy 55 
Burgers Shakes and Fries’ 
is coming in the second 
quarter of 2022,” Baine 
said. 

The restaurant’s 50’s 
themed menu lists cheese-
burgers, cheesesteaks and 
platters served in packag-
ing with classic cars. The 
brand has 82 locations 
in North Carolina, 12 in 
South Carolina, six in 
Tennessee, two stores 
each in Florida, Texas and 
Georgia, and one each 
in Arkansas, Montana, 
Virginia, West Virginia and 
Ohio. 

The Council greeted the 
former occupants of the 
building, DeKalb Tourism, 
as CEO and President John 
Dersham made his annual 
presentation seeking funds 
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His Word
“The eyes of the 

Lord are on the 
righteous, and his 
ears are attentive to 
their cry.”    

— Psalm 34:15
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Contributed Graphic

Left, the Fort 

Payne City School 

System has pro-

vided aerial maps 

with arrows des-

ignating the flow 
of traffic at each 
of its campuses to 

aid students and 

families as school 

begins early next 

week. Pictured is 

the example for 

Little Ridge Inter-

mediate School.

See page A8 for 

examples of traffic 
flow operations 
at Wills Valley 

Elementary, Fort 

Payne Middle 

School and Fort 

Payne High 

School.

Fort Payne provides visual 
for new school traffic flow

Masks recommended for K-12 students 
Spike in coronavirus cases leads to emergency board meeting

Upkeep of private roads affecting 
school bus routes in Kilpatrick

Story by Cinthia Rico
cinthia.rico@times-journal.com

The DeKalb Coun-

ty Board of Education 

on Thursday heard an 

update concerning road 

issues in the Crossville 

Kilpatrick area which 

are affecting the travel of 

school buses. 

“Today I wanted to 

give you 
some infor-
mation about 
the private 
road issues in 
the Cross-
ville area, 
specifically 
Kilpatrick,” 
said DeKalb 

County Transportation 
Supervisor Keith Atchley. 

In 2016, the board 
adopted a policy for the 
inspection process of 
private roads. With that 
policy, Atchley said road 
conditions are analyzed, 
including drainage, 
potholes and other issues 
that would be significant 
enough to cause school 
bus problems, injury or 
student safety issues. 

Providing some insight, 
Atchley stated although 
a road is labeled “County 
Road 955” it does not 
mean it is maintained by 
the county. 

“What it means is it’s 
just designated as a road. 
In order for a school bus 
to travel a private road, it 

See Roads » Page A8

Story by Steven Stiefel
steven.stiefel@times-journal.com

Fort Payne Superinten-
dent Brian Jett called an 
emergency school board 
meeting Friday afternoon 
to recommend to the Fort 
Payne Board of Education 
that masks be worn in 
city schools as students 
and teachers return to 
campus. This policy, if 
adopted, will be revisited 
after 20 days to determine 

if it should 

continue. 

The school 

board met 

after deadline 

but mem-

bers were 

expected to 

authorize the 

change.   

“I really didn’t want us 

to have to require people 

wear masks, but this is 

a reaction to a spike in 

severe COVID cases that 

we’re seeing,” Jett said. 

He had originally stated 

at the last school board 

meeting that masks would 

be a matter of personal 

preference rather than a 

requirement, but he made 

the recommendation based 

on the advice he received 

from legal counsel and 

state public health officials 
in light of a new spike in 

COVID-19 cases locally. 

“If the board accepts 

the recommendation, we 

will reassess on the Friday 

before Labor Day to de-

termine whether it’s safer 

or we need to keep masks 

on,” he added. 

The Centers for Disease 

Control and Prevention 

(CDC) issued guidance 

on Thursday that K-12 

schools require universal 

indoor masking by all stu-

dents, staff, teachers and 

visitors to K-12 schools, 
regardless of vaccination 
status, due to the circulat-
ing and highly contagious 
Delta variant -- considered 
“highly transmissible in 
nature” – and the fact that 
children under 12 years 
of age are not currently 
eligible for vaccination. 

Screening testing, 
ventilation, handwashing 
and respiratory etiquette, 

See Masks » Page A8
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