
SATURDAY-SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 7-8, 2019 DEKALB COUNTY’S OLDEST NEWSPAPER | ONLY $1

His Word
“Therefore, my dear broth-

ers and sisters, stand firm. Let 
nothing move you. Always give 
yourselves fully to the work of the 
Lord, because you know that your 
labor in the Lord is not in vain.”

           —1 Corinthians 15:58
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UGF campaign starts 

Story By Cinthia Rico
cinthia.rico@times-journal.com

With only a few months left in the year, the 
United Givers Fund of DeKalb County has 
been working toward reaching their 2019 cam-
paign goal of $225,000. 

See Bridge on Page A2

Story By Cinthia Rico
cinthia.rico@times-journal.com

Thursday, the Rainsville City Council dis-
cussed the Boozer Bridge project bids. 

Councilman Bejan Taheri said after three 
years of “hustling” and going back and forth, 
they finally got a bid for the Boozer Bridge. 

See Jones on Page A8

Jones stops in Rainsville

S
en. Doug Jones held an open 
town hall meeting at North-
east Alabama Community 

College on Wednesday.
Jones’ stop on campus was just 

one of several the senator is hold-
ing since the legislative session 
ended at the beginning of last 
month. 

“The main thing is to hear from 
you because this is as much a lis-
tening session and I get as much 
out of your questions as I do if you 
just want to stand up and make a 
comment,” Jones said. “We have 
both and you should feel free to. 
Anything goes. I’ve got a couple 
topics I will talk about, but at the 
same time, anytime after that, I 
want to make sure that you have 
time to talk and ask questions.”

Emily Kirby | Times-Journal

Pictured, above, NACC Instructor Everett Reed talks with Jones after the town hall meeting held on campus Wednesday. Several residents and visitors 

were able to bring up topics of concern to the senator. Jones said his stop in Rainsville was either his 16th or 17th town hall meeting since Aug. 1.
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A man is in custody 
for allegedly stealing air 
conditioning units from a 
preschool in Henagar. 

The theft took place 
at approximately 3 a.m. 
on August 21, 2019. The 
units were taken from the 
Busy Bees Preschool on 
Highway 75 in Henagar. 
The suspect is also 
thought to be responsible 

for another 

theft at DeSoto State Park. 

An investigator with 

the Henagar Police De-

partment took the lead on 

the investigation with the 
assistance of investigators 
with the DeKalb County 
Sheriff’s Office. Wit-
nesses gave a description 
of a suspect and vehicle 
that was in the area at the 
time of both thefts. 

Investigators learned 
that a suspect with a 
vehicle matching the de-
scription was pulled over 
by the Sylvania Police 
Department in the area. 

The suspect currently 
lives near Rome, Georgia 
and after checking with 
several scrap yards in the 
area, it was discovered he 
had sold a large number 
of air conditioning com-
ponents recently. 

Shortly after obtaining 
a warrant for his arrest, a 
scrap yard notified inves-
tigators that the suspect 
had arrived to sell more 
air conditioning parts. The 

Rome Police Department 
was notified and quickly 
made the arrest. 

Charles Ray Ledon 
Wilbanks, 39, of Fort 
Payne, was arrested on a 
warrant for Theft of Prop-
erty, 1st Degree. 

Wilbanks’ wife, Wendy 
Wilbanks, 42, of Fort 
Payne, was also arrested 
on an outstanding felony 
warrant in DeKalb County 
for Failure to Comply.  

Both are currently in 
the Floyd County Jail 
awaiting extradition to the 
DeKalb County Detention 
Center. 

DeKalb County Sheriff 
Nick Welden said it was 
with the help of other 
local agencies that led to 
the arrest in this case.

“I’d like to congratu-
late our investigators on 
another job well done,” 
Welden said. 

Man in custody for air conditioning thefts

See Theft on Page A10
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Gillespie Construction 
wins Boozer Bridge bid

Tea at DeKalb Library
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A rose was placed at the empty seat of Councilman Rickey Byrum in 

honor of his brother, Terry Jerrol, who passed away Wednesday.

Alabama senator holds town hall meeting on college campus

Jones focused his discussion 
portion of the event on two topics: 
the military and healthcare. 

This year, Jones was appointed 
to the Banking and Housing Com-
mittee and the Health, Education 
and Labor Pensions Committee 
and the Armed Services Commit-
tee.

Jones said a modernization to 
our military is vital in keeping the 
US’s equipment up-to-date and 
staying in front of terrorist threats.

“A strong national defense is 
something that is so important and 
it’s important for the country but 
also for Alabama,” he said. 
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