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T
uesday morning the DeKalb County 
Public Library held its Mystery Reader 
event at the Fort Payne City Park. 

The Mystery Reader event is part of the 
library summer reading program that kicked 
off last Thursday.

This week’s Mystery Reader was none 
other than DeKalb County Sheriff Nick 
Welden. 

“We were thrilled to have Sheriff Nick 
Welden to take time from his busy schedule 
to be our Mystery Reader,” said Library Di-
rector Cynthia Hancock. 

Sheriff Welden said, “I had a blast yester-
day reading to the kids.” 

From start to finish, Sheriff Welden dis-
played animating and nurturing qualities that 
made it easy for the children to connect with. 

See Reader on Page 6

My

In celebrating Alabama’s 200th anniversary, an official statewide “Making Alabama” exhibit will 
take place from June 4 through June 28 at Hunt Reception Hall at the Coal & Iron block at 510 
Gault Ave North. The exhibit will be open Monday through Saturday from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. There 
will be a countywide open house with appetizers and refreshments on Thursday, June 13 from 5 
to 8 p.m. Bring your friends and family and enjoy this free sharing of our history together.

Damage
control
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The DeKalb County Commission on Tuesday 
changed the process of how the county proceeds with 
damage claims from residents.

County Engineer Ben Luther said his department will 
begin taking the initial calls and assess the claims. 

“I initiated a new procedure for evaluating road de-
partment damage claims,” Luther said. “Throughout the 
majority of the state, the county engineer heads the road 
departments, and typically, the first call from the insur-
ance company when they receive a claim is to me.”

Beginning on April 1, 2019, Luther said the engineer-
ing department started the new system. After receiving 
a call, either Luther or Irby Wallace, the assistant engi-
neer, will go to the site and evaluate the damage.

“I’ve created a form that I will fill out and provide 
with the damage claim that goes to the insurance that 
details our findings and whether or not we believe the 
claim to be legitimate and why,” he said.

See Damage on Page 2
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County engineer makes changes 
to damage claim process

Vaughn retires 
after 44 years of 

driving school bus
DeKalb County schools see CNP 
meal price increase for FY 2019
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The DeKalb County Board of 
Education members Monday gave 
thanks and showed their apprecia-
tion to Brenda Vaughn, of Ider, for 
her 44 years of dedication and ser-
vice to transporting students to and 
from school. 

DeKalb County Superintendent 
Jason Barnett said Vaughn has been 
driving a school bus for the county 
for 44 years, and he has enjoyed 
working with her.

See School Bus on Page 2 
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Pictured is Brenda Vaughn with DeKalb County Board of Education members and 
Superintendent Jason Barnett.
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County Engineer Ben Luther said by helping with damage reports, 

his department can help with the process for reported claims.   

IDER

u Sherry Johnson Gilley

u Elmer Theodore “Butch” Bishop

u Carolyn Loretta Ball

u Naunie Kathryn Izell

u Darrell V. Bowman

See Page 3

His Word
Your beauty should not come from out-

ward adornment, such as elaborate hair-
styles and the wearing of gold jewelry or 
fine clothes. Rather, it should be that of your 
inner self, the unfading beauty of a gentle 
and quiet spirit, which is of great worth in 
God’s sight.

—1 Peter 3:3-4
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Pictured is the DeKalb County Public Library staff with Sheriff Nick Welden. 
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DeKalb County Sheriff Nick Welden was the guest reader Tuesday at the DeKalb County Public Library’s “Mystery Reader” event at the 

Fort Payne City Park.

stery Reader


