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The Alabama Depart-
ment of Transportation 
is in the final stages of 
designing a repair for 
the section of Alabama 
117 destabilized by 
a landslide follow-
ing heavy rainfall 
earlier this month. 
ALDOT tentatively 
plans to take bids for 
the emergency project 
Wednesday, April 28, 
with work scheduled to 
begin Monday, May 3.

The first phase of 
the project will require 
continued closure of 
the highway between 
Valley Head and Men-
tone for about 30 days 
from start of work, 
barring unforeseen 
conditions. After the 
road reopens to traffic, 
a second phase of work 
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His Word
“But grow in the grace 

and knowledge of our Lord 

and Savior Jesus Christ. To 

him be glory both now and 

forever! Amen.”      

— 2 Peter 3:18
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City of Fort Payne 

considering 

ambulance service

See page A5

SPORTS
Fort Payne's soccer 
teams advance in 

playoffs

See page A9

Ivy League bound
Fyffe's Whitmire 
accepted to Yale 
University

Board 
approves 
one-time 
pay raise 

$1,000 of 
COVID relief 
to be given to 
employees

Story by Cinthia Rico
cinthia.rico@times-journal.com

The DeKalb Coun-
ty Board of Educa-
tion Thursday night 
approved a COVID 
Supplement Resolution 
granting a temporary 
one-time pay increase 
for all full-time eligible 
employees for $1,000. 

Chairman Randy 
Peppers said through 
conversation with 
DeKalb County Super-
intendent Jason Barnett 
and members of the 

See Landslide » Page A7

Story by Steven Stiefel
steven.stiefel@times-journal.com

The Fort Payne Board 
of Education reluctantly 
accepted Superinten-
dent Jim Cunningham’s 
announcement that he 
plans to retire, effective 
October 1. 

Board members of-
fered their gratitude for 

his 36 years 
of service 
to the city 
schools, 
including the 
past 18 at the 
helm, as they 
began the 
search for a 

successor.
“This has been the 

best thing that’s ever 
happened to me be-
cause we have a great 
school system in a great 
community, working 
with outstanding board 
members, and I really 
appreciate that,” Cun-
ningham said. “Our 
employees are fantastic, 
as you know.”

Board attorney Rocky 
Watson and Board Pres-
ident Jimmy Durham 
offered comments prais-
ing Cunningham’s for-
ward-looking leadership 
to build campus facili-
ties and tech infrastruc-
ture that have resulted 
in academic and athletic 
excellence, including 

success in keeping 
children learning and re-
opening schools despite 
the many challenges 
of doing so during a 
pandemic. 

Cunningham passed 
along much of the credit 
to school system em-
ployees, noting their 
lack of complaining 

and a unity of purpose 
during tough times, say-
ing, “Our employees are 
fantastic, as you know.”

To reward them for 
their dedication and 
hard work during the 
COVID-19 outbreak, he 
recommended and the 
school board approved a 
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Cunningham announces he will retire Oct. 1
School employees each given a $1,250 bonus for staying at work during pandemic

See Retire » Page A7

Alabama 117 
anticipated 
to open in 
early June
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Fyffe High School senior Trace Whitmire is preparing for the opportunity 

of a lifetime after being granted acceptance to Yale University.  

Story by Cinthia Rico
cinthia.rico@times-journal.com

Fyffe High School senior Trace Whit-
mire has gained acceptance to Yale Uni-
versity in New Haven, Connecticut, one 
of the top Ivy League schools in the US. 

“I was admitted to Yale in the Ear-
ly Action round, I found out about my 
acceptance on December 16, 2020,” said 
Whitmire. “I am still shocked about my 
acceptance, it feels like a dream.” 

When a thick envelope arrived two 
weeks later from Yale University, Trace 
was thrilled. 

“It’s the opportunity of a lifetime,” he 
said. “I am so honored to be given this 
chance.” 

Whitmire plans on following a path 
within the Arts field along the lines of 
digital art or media. 

“Graphic design, video production, ed-
iting and music management are all great 
choices,” he said. “I am, of course, open 
to whatever Yale has in store for me.” 

See Yale » Page A6

Story by Steven Stiefel
steven.stiefel@times-journal.com

The Fort Payne City 
Council unanimously 
selected former police 
chief Randy Bynum to fill 
a school board vacancy at 
Tuesday’s regular meeting.  

Bynum will replace 
outgoing school board 
vice-president Kathy Prat-

er and serve a 
term expiring 
in June 2026. 
The Council 
interviewed 
Bynum and 
fellow appli-
cants Randy 
McClung, 
Dana Grimes, 

Jamie Larson, Slade 

Carden, Steve Henry, Ron-
nie Campbell and Gina 
Kelly Grant. 

Council member Lynn 
Brewer expressed a hope 
that Bynum’s law enforce-
ment experience and fa-
miliarity with local issues 
will enhance safety in city 
schools. Council President 
Walter Watson said the 

difficult part is only being 
able to select one person 
when there are so many 
quality people volunteer-
ing to serve. 

While addressing school 
safety, the Council set 
the speed limit from 45th 
Street to 55th Street on 
Gault Avenue N at 35 
mph. They established a 

school zone around Little 
Ridge Intermediate School 
with a speed limit of 25 
mph during school hours 
once the campus debuts 
this fall. 

A public hearing fol-
lowed this, resulting in 
no comments in favor of 
or criticizing a proposed 
tax sharing agreement 

between the City and Ram 
Development Partners, 
LLC., a real estate recruit-
er seeking to attract a new 
restaurant to the former 
tourism office. The Coun-
cil passed three resolutions 
authorizing Watson & 
Neeley to file validation 
proceedings, authorizing 
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City appoints Randy Bynum to school board 
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