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The DeKalb County 
Sheriff’s Office an-
nounced Thursday the 
passing of their own 
Deputy Mickey Bowen.

Bowen had served 21 
years with the DeKalb 
County Sheriff's Office, 
working both in the 
Detention Center and 
most recently as a trans-
port deputy. Recently, 
Mickey was enjoying 
his promotion to Chief 
Executive Assistant in 
the Detention Center, 
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Last December, “The 
Boys in the Band, The 
Alabama Tribute” per-
formed a sold out show 
at DeKalb Theatre. This 
year, they are set to take 
the stage once again 
to honor Fort Payne’s 
“boys” while raising 
funds for local causes.

The band has been 
preparing for the Dec. 
5, 2020 event with 
rehearsals in Nash-
ville and Fort Payne, 
the most recent being 
this month at DeKalb 
Theatre.

The four main mu-
sicians include: Fort 
Payne native John 
Michael Weatherly 
performing lead vocals 
as Randy Owen, Matty 
Croxton on bass and 
vocals as Teddy Gentry, 
Marcus Mullins on lead 
guitar as Jeff Cook and 
Brax Harris on drums 
as Mark Herndon. Craig 
Jacoway served as 
sound engineer last year 
but will join the band on 
stage as an additional 
guitarist.

Band and audience 
members got a rare 
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Steven Stiefel 
has been named the 
publisher of The 

Times-Journal, Owner 
Patrick Graham an-
nounced Thursday.

“Steven’s credentials 
as a community jour-
nalist locally are second 
to none,” Graham said. 
“Equally impressive is 
Steven’s background 
in newspaper man-
agement, global and 

national marketing and 
business ownership, all 
of which he will bring 
to bear in his new role 
as the publisher of his 
hometown newspaper. 
These important attri-
butes combined with 
Steven’s love for our 
community and his ex-
tensive local institution-
al knowledge make him 
the ideal choice to lead 
The Times-Journal.”   

Stiefel has worked 
for The Times-Journal 
for a total of 13 years 

and brings a familiarity 
with the area, where he 
was born and raised. He 
most recently returned 
to the newsroom at the 
paper in November of 
last year. 

“I am excited about 
this opportunity and 
look forward to fol-
lowing in the footsteps 
of the publishers who 
served before me,” 
Stiefel said. “I learned 
so much from Patrick 
Graham and appreci-
ate his faith in me to 

lead the newspaper 
to continued success 
and prosperity. Patrick 
cares deeply about our 
publication and DeKalb 
County. He’s demon-
strated this through his 
commitment to preserv-
ing independent com-
munity journalism.”

Stiefel said he’s 
also particularly 
proud of the work The 
Times-Journal has 
done throughout 2020, 
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Stiefel has 
worked for 
The Times-
Journal for 
a total of 13 
years and 
brings a 
familiarity 
with the area, 
where he 
was born and 
raised. 

Council 
rescinds 
stop sign 
removal 
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The Rainsville City 
Council held a spe-
cial called meeting 
on Wednesday, hear-
ing from Rainsville 
resident Don Laney re-
garding removing the 
stop signs on Chavies 
Bridge. 

During the Oct. 
19 council meeting, 
the council voted to 
remove the two stop 
signs located at the 
three-way stop near 

See Boys » Page A8

Rainsville votes to 
leave signs near 
Chavies Bridge 
after residents 
present petition

The Boys are back in town
Emily Kirby  | Times-Journal

From left, Marcus Mullins 

on lead guitar, John Michael 

Weatherly on vocals and 

guitar, and Matty Croxton 

on bass and vocals. Not 

pictured: Brax Harris per-

forms on drums for the band 

and Craig Jacoway will join 

this year as an additional 

guitarist.

"The Boys in the Band" 

rehearsed at DeKalb Theatre 

earlier this month in prepa-

ration for their Dec. 5 show. 

The event is set to honor the 

Alabama band and raise 

money for two local causes. 

Second Alabama tribute show to raise funds for 
The SAM Foundation, Fort Payne Main Street
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Pictured is Chavies commu-

nity and Rainsville resident 

Don Laney. 

Deputy 
dies after 
battle with 
COVID-19
Mickey Bowen 
served 21 years 
with the DeKalb 
County Sheriff's 
Office

See Bowen » Page A9
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Pictured is Mickey Bowen 

who passed away Tuesday.
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