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SPORTS
Ider girls find 

open shooters in 
win at Geraldine
See page A8

His Word
“Blessed is the one who per-

severes under trial because, 

having stood the test, that per-

son will receive the crown of life 

that the Lord has promised to 

those who love Him.”          

—James 1:12

Inside today

Community 
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See page A10

Volume 140, No. 293 • $1.00

Serving DeKalb County since 1878 – If it’s important to you, it’s important to us

Inside
Classified ..................................B1

Comics......................................B4

Dear Abby ...............................B2

Deaths ......................................A3

Sports .......................................A8

Living ........................................A6

 Kenneth Farr Bonner 
 Sharon Beck
 James D. Painter 

See Page A3 

Funeral Services

Christmas 
Parade 

Schedule
• Valley Head 
Dec. 7 at 10 a.m. 
• Rainsville 
Dec. 7 at 11 a.m. 
• Fyffe 
Dec. 7 at 12 p.m. 
• Ider 
Dec. 7 at 1 p.m. 
• Geraldine 
Dec. 7 at 2 p.m. 
• Sylvania 
Dec. 7 at 2 p.m. 
• Henagar 
Dec. 7 at 5 p.m. 
• Crossville 
Dec. 7 at 5 p.m. 
• Fort Payne 
Dec. 9 at 6 p.m. 
• Collinsville 
Dec. 14 at 6 p.m. 

County 
adopts 
2020 

calendar

Cinthia Rico
cinthia.rico@times-journal.com

The DeKalb County 
Commission met briefly 
on Tuesday and adopted 
the 2020 holiday calen-
dar. 

Commission President 
Ricky Harcrow said most 
of the dates coincide 
with the state holidays; 
however, “some may 
vary a day or so.”

Harcrow also wished 
everyone a “very happy 
and safe Thanksgiving.” 

District III Commis-
sioner Chris Kuykendall 
reminded everyone how 
blessed they are to live 
in this country where we 
can give thanks on a day 
each year. 

See Calendar on Page A2

COMMISSION

Lafferty 
to serve 
as Grand 

Marshal in 
Fort Payne 

parade
Steven Stiefel

news@times-journal.com

Signups are underway 
for the 47th Annual Fort 
Payne Christmas Parade, 
which will be held on 

Dec. 9.
Actress 

Sandra Ellis 
Lafferty is 
this year’s 
Grand Mar-
shal, and 
accordingly, 
floats in 
the parade 

are suggested to have a 
theme relating to classic 
Christmas movies.

“We already have 
groups planning to do 
floats referencing the 
movies ‘Frozen,’ ‘How 
the Grinch Stole Christ-
mas’ and ‘National 
Lampoon’s Christmas 
Vacation,’” said Jennifer 
McCurdy, Executive Di-
rector of the Fort Payne 
Chamber of Commerce, 
which organizes the pa-
rade for the city.

Lafferty is best known 
for her roles in the films 
“Walk the Line,” “Hun-
ger Games,” “Prisoners,” 
“Self/Less,” and “A 
Walk in the Woods.” As 
a stage actress, she per-
forms with the Denver 
Center Theatre Company 
and League of Resident 
Theaters. She made the 
leap to movies at age 50, 
sharing the big screen 
with A-list movie stars 
like Robert Redford, 
Jennifer Lawrence, Ryan 
Reynolds, Joaquin Phoe-
nix, Reese Witherspoon, 
and Jake Gyllenhaal. She 
has five more movies in 
post-production, includ-
ing projects with Sean 
Astin and Kelsey Gram-
mer. She was a guest 
artist for the Northeast 
Alabama Community 
College’s production of 
“Driving Miss Daisy.” 

See Parade on Page A2

Commissioners wish 
public a happy 

Thanksgiving holiday

Sandra 

Lafferty

Santa’s Platform getting 
a facelift for the holidays

FORT PAYNE

CAC renames biggest fundraiser 
to honor Eddie McPherson

Kayla Beaty
kbeaty@times-journal.com

DeKalb County Children’s 
Advocacy Center Executive 
Director Elizabeth Wheat-
ley has announced that the 
CAC’s annual Dinner Theatre 
Fundraiser has been renamed 
the Eddie McPherson Memo-
rial Dinner Theatre in mem-
ory of Eddie McPherson, 
who died Nov. 17 at age 57.

The Lookout Mountain 
native wrote, directed, and 
acted in the plays for the 
CAC and contributed 25 

years of his theatrical talents 
to the cause.

Last year’s play, “Happy 
Birthday, Mama,” was a 
tribute to McPherson’s 
mother. The plot of the hu-
morous play took shape when 
McPherson learned of his 
mother’s dementia diagnosis. 

In hindsight, “Happy Birth-
day, Mama,” was also per-
formed as McPherson’s final 
curtain call with the CAC 
as Wheatley said his writing 
career had “taken off” and 
his talents were needed else-
where.

See Backdrop on Page A12

When families visit 
the City Park in 

Fort Payne for the annual 
Christmas in the Park 
event, they typically have 
to wait in line for their 
children to visit Santa 
Claus and tell him what 
they hope to get under 
the Christmas tree at 
home. This year, they’ll 
get to enjoy a brand new 
backdrop around the park 
pavilion courtesy of the 
artistic talents of Michael 
Anderson, an employee of 
the Fort Payne Parks and 
Recreation Department.

The park pavilion is 
open on all four sides, so 
having three sides con-
tained eliminates chaos. 
The city decided to re-
place the panels it used 
since 2003, so Parks and 
Recreation employees 
built all new ones. It’s an 
important project since 
they may very well have 
to last 16 Christmases as 
well.

“I hope kids will enjoy 
looking at the panels,” 
Anderson said. “Realizing 
there’s a little bit of a wait 
to get to sit in Santa’s lap, 
I’m adding a lot of details 

so the display is entertain-
ing and will get families 
talking. I’d love to see 
parents sharing stories 
with their children about 
their family experiences 
growing up.”

Fort Payne Parks and 
Recreation Director Robin 
Brothers asked Anderson 

to take on the project after 
learning about his skill as 
a visual artist. He credited 
his co-workers for creating 
the new wooden panels, 
then lifting and moving 
them to a space inside the 
Wills Valley Recreation 
Center where he could 
paint undisturbed.

It’s doubtful anyone 
visiting "Santa’s Candy 
Shop" for the first time 
will be able to fully ex-
perience every detail on 
Anderson’s backdrop. 
The former Chattanooga 
school teacher said he has 
always enjoyed drawing 
and took after his father.

Steven Stiefel | Times-Journal

Michael Anderson, of the Ft Payne Parks and Recreation Department, paints a Christmas backdrop.

See Play on Page A2

Edy Aguilar | Times-Journal

Pictured is Eddie McPherson making closing comments 
after last year's play.
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