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After a brief 
standoff on Tuesday, 
a Henagar man was 
taken into custody.

The DeKalb 
County’s Special 
Response Team, 

investigators with 
the DeKalb County 
Sheriff’s Office, offi-
cers with Henagar 
Police Department 
and agents with 
the FBI executed a 
search warrant this 
week on Hulsey 
Road in Henagar 

following allegations of 
kidnapping, domestic 
violence and theft.

When law enforcement 
arrived on scene, the 
subject barricaded himself 
inside the residence. After 
a brief standoff, Alton 
Scott Durham, 43, of 
Henagar, was charged with 

Domestic Violence 3rd 
(x2), Kidnapping 2nd and 
Theft of Property 2nd.

“I am thankful for the 
working relationship 
between the DCSO and 
our local law enforcement 
agencies,” DeKalb County 
Sheriff Nick Welden said. 
“Everyone definitely 

showed a professional 
cooperation in taking 
this subject into custody. 
Our ultimate goal in Law 
Enforcement, is to make 
sure everyone stays safe 
in every situation and 
this was the best possible 
outcome of what was a 
terrible incident.”
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His Word
“Do not love the world 

or anything in the world. 

If anyone loves the 

world, love for the Fa-

ther is not in them.”      

— 1 John 2:15

Inside today
Henagar Park Board 

to host Bluegrass 

Festival

See page A6

SPORTS
Fort Payne wins 

area baseball 
championship

See page A10
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Funeral Services

Story by Steven Stiefel
steven.stiefel@times-journal.com

Alabama voters are 
one step closer to voting 
on whether to create a 
state lottery for educa-
tion and casinos like the 
one the Poarch Band 
of Creek Indians (PCI) 
want to build in either 
DeKalb or Jackson 
counties due to proximi-
ty to Chattanooga. 

Earlier this week, a 
constitutional amend-
ment by Sen. Jim Mc-
Clendon, R-Springville, 

Lottery 
and casino 
legislation 
moves 
forward 

See Bill » Page A8

Alabama 
House now 
considering 
whether voters 
should decide 
next November

Story by Cinthia Rico
cinthia.rico@times-journal.com

Following Governor 
Kay Ivey’s recent Saf-
er Apart order on April 
7, 2021, the Alabama 
Department of Senior 
Services announced 
on Monday Alabama 
senior centers may re-
sume indoor activities 

Alabama 
senior 
centers 
given the 
clear to 
open 
County COA 
working out 
details before 
moving forward

Alton

Durham

See Centers » Page A8

Henagar man arrested after brief standoff
Suspect apprehended Tuesday, charged with domestic violence and kidnapping

Commission approves incentives for Heil to expand

Story by Bonnie Walters
bonnie.walters@times-journal.com

During the latest 
DeKalb County Com-
mission meeting, a 
resolution was ap-
proved to empower 
Commission President 
Ricky Harcrow to grant 
a tax abatement to Heil 
Environmental. The 
company plans to move 
forward with plans to 
expand locally. 

A tax abatement is a 
type of local govern-
ment credit that vastly 
reduces and sometimes 

eliminates the amount 
of property taxes on a 
location.

DeKalb Economic 
Development Director 
Jimmy Durham said, 
“Heil has been a great 
corporate citizen since 
arriving in 1973; We 
want them to stay in our 
community.”

Each year, Heil has 
an overall economic 
impact of more than 
$300 million per year.

The property tax 
abatement will not 
include educational 

taxes, Durham said. 
This means more than 
$728,000 will go to the 
school system over ten 
years.

Commission member 
Shane Wooten said, 
“We appreciate the re-
lationship that we have 
with Heil, and it’s been 
a benefit to the county 
for 50 years; That’s a 
long-standing relation-
ship we’ve had.”

He said this would be 
a significant investment 

Fort Payne industry has economic impact of more than $300 million per year

Bonnie Walters | Times-Journal

Above, DeKalb County Economic Development Director 

Jimmy Durham addresses the county commission during 

Tuesday's meeting.
See Heil» Page A9

Not once, but twice
Fort Payne Middle School robotics takes state championship
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After performing in 
qualifiers earlier this 
year, all three Fort Payne 
Middle School STEAM 
Robotics teams went 
head-to-head with 20 other 
teams across the state in 
the FIRST LEGO League 
Virtual State Champion-
ship on April 10. All teams 
competed in four catego-
ries: Robot Game, Robot 
Design, Core Values, and 
Innovation Project. 

In an outstanding 
performance in all four 
categories, the fifth grade 
rookie team won the state 
championship. 

Team members include 
Contributed Photo

Above, is the FPMS fifth-grade state champions who dominated at this years FIRST LEGO League State Championship. See State » Page A9
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