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Dr. Terrell & Dr. Parker

OPEN 6 DAYS

DeSoto 
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Fort Payne

81 67
Today there is a chance of rain.

High Low

 David Alan Wiseman
 Charlie Taylor McGraw
 Sarah Satterfield Bryant 
 Jason Chadwich Moss 
 Francisco Manuel
 Larry Ingle 
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His Word
“Thou shalt not hate 

thy brother in thine 

heart: thou shalt in any 

wise rebuke thy neighbor, 

and not suffer sin upon 

him.”        

– Leviticus 19:17

SPORTS
Fort Payne 

baseball resumes 
summer workouts
See page A8

Inside today
Find out the 

Best of DeKalb 2020 
winners

See page C1

COVID-19 
cases in 
Alabama

As of 1 p.m. Friday, 

there are 33,717 con-

firmed cases of coro-

navirus in Alabama. 

506 cases have been 

confirmed in DeKalb 
County.

• 887 deaths from 

the virus have been 

reported in Alabama 

and 5 in DeKalb.
• There are 18,866 

presumed recoveries 

in the state.

This information 
was obtained from the 
Alabama Department of 
Public Health at http://ala-
bamapublichealth.gov.

If you think you have 
been exposed to the 
coronavirus, and develop 
a fever and symptoms, 
such as cough or difficulty 
breathing, call your health-
care provider for medical 
advice.

Voter 
registration 
deadline for 
GOP runoff 
is Monday  

Election officials 
encouraging 
absentee voting 
due to virus

Story by Steven Stiefel
news@times-journal.com

Monday is the deadline 
to register to vote in the 
GOP Runoff election that 
was originally scheduled 
for March 31 but was 
postponed until July 14 
due to the coronavirus 
outbreak. 

Registering on June 
29 qualifies Alabama 
residents to cast a vote 
in the runoff to choose 
whether they want 
former U.S. Attorney 
General Jeff Sessions or 
former Auburn football 
coach Tommy Tuberville 
to face off against in-
cumbent U.S. Sen. Doug 

See Vote » Page A11
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Special to the Times-Journal

“My name is Neal Woo-
ten and I am announcing 
my bid for a seat on the 
Fort Payne City Council.”

Wooten has been the 
curator of the Fort Payne 
Depot Museum for three 
years, and in that time he 
says he has secured over 
$50,000 in grants, which 

have been utilized for, 
among other things, new 
custom display cases, a 
train playground, and the 
Traveling Trunks program 
to aid local elementary 
teachers with free ready-
made teaching resources. 

He said he is invited 
frequently to speak to local 
high school students and 
read to elementary and 

Head Start kids.
“I just helped secure two 

grants for Fort Payne Main 
Street: one for a children’s 
art project, and one to help 
downtown businesses pay 
their rents during these 
trying times,” he said. “I 
helped with the Alabama 
Bicentennial when it came 

Wooten seeks seat on Fort Payne City Council
Candidate says being small business owner allows 
him to understand community, put forth best effort 

Contributed Photo

Neal Wooten plans to qualify for municipal race. See Wooten » Page A12

Steven Stiefel
steven.stiefel@times-journal.com

On Friday, Alabami-
ans got our first glance 
at what the in-person 
school experience will 
look like as the COVID-
19 novel coronavirus 
epidemic continues to 
spread. The bottom line 
from State Superinten-
dent Eric Mackey is that 
there’s no way to com-
pletely remove risk of 
contagion, but students 
and parents have made it 
clear they want school to 
return in August. 

“We aren’t back to 

normal so things will 
look different,” Mackey 
said. “No one should 
think this is going to be 
easy. This will be the 
most difficult school 
year we’ve ever faced 
and the toughest for us to 
get through, but the stu-
dents are counting on us, 
so we will return.”

Among the sights to 
expect:

• Intensified and more 
frequent disinfecting 
of school facilities and 
school buses. 

• Social distancing 
as much as possible in 

classrooms, congested 
hallways, in school caf-
eterias and on school 
buses. 

• Improvements to 
distance learning (many 
systems were suddenly 
thrust unexpectedly into 
virtual learning when 
schools emptied in the 
spring, but investments 
have been made in im-
proving the curriculum 
and expanding the distri-
bution of tablet comput-
ers), which will still be 
an option available for 

What school in the fall could look like 
Officials held press conference Friday to announce tentative plans for reopening schools

Fort Payne school board names 
new school in this week's meeting, 

tours construction site

Steven Stiefel  | Times-Journal

Construction is ongoing at the new E-shaped school with a stone veneer appearance and deco-

rative watch tower beside the main entrance. 

‘Little Ridge Intermediate’ 
making progress 

Story by Steven Stiefel
news@times-journal.com

After touring the new 
school under construc-
tion on June 25, mem-
bers of the Fort Payne 
Board of Education 
were so impressed with 
how it is taking shape 
that they couldn’t give 
it a bland name. After 
eliminating several 
possibilities from a 
list of suggested titles 
suggested by the teach-

ers who will move their 
classrooms to the new 
facility, the board settled 
on “Little Ridge Inter-
mediate School” as the 
name. 

“Whatever we name 
it, we’re going to be 
criticized,” Board pres-
ident Jimmy Durham 
told the group during 
their regular monthly 
school board meeting 

See School » Page A10
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State Superintendent Eric Mackey addressed the state Friday.See State » Page A12


