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SPORTS
DeKalb senior 

athletes see spring 
sports season end
See page A8

His Word
“For God so loved the 

world that he gave his one 
and only Son, that who-
ever believes in him shall 
not perish but have eternal 
life.”          

—John 3:16

Friends
Look for the seventh 

installment of our annual 
Progress section 

Inside today

Saturday, March 28, 2020

Page  C1

Progress • Friends

T H E N  &  N O W

FRIENDS

TIMES-JOURNAL • PROGRESS 2020

C3 - Western 

Sizzlin: 30 

years in Fort 

Payne

C4 - For 50 years, 

Landmarks of 

DeKalb, Inc. has 

kept DeKalb 

County history 

alive

C5 - Fort Payne 

company part of 

'Made in America' 

push in 

manufacturing

C2 - Northeast Alabama 

Community College

C3 - First State Bank

C4 - Town of 

Hammondville

C5 - Town of Powell

C5 - First Southern State 

Bank

C6 - City of Rainsville 

C7 - Marshall - D
eKalb Elec-

tric Co-op

C7 -  Fort Payne Main Street

C8 - Walmart

C8 - Town of Sylvania

C9 - Westmoreland Tire

C9 - DeKalb Regional 

Medical Center

C10 - Zaxby's

C11 - Alabama Teachers 

Credit Union

C11- FTC

C12 - Town of Valley Head

C12 - Cecil's Alignment 

Shop

C12 - C & C Rentals

C12 &13 - City of Fort Payne

C13 - Town of Ider

C13 - W.T. Wilson Funeral 

Home 

C13 - Turf Tamer

C14 - Town of Collinsville
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Serving DeKalb County since 1878 – If it’s important to you, it’s important to us

Funeral Services
Larry David Barton
Warren Ezell Evans 
Phyllis Jean Whorton 
Betty F. Mitchell 
David "Buck" Adkins 

See Page A3
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Today is cloudy.

High Low
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Story by Steven Stiefel
steven.stiefel@times-journal.com

Fifteen days after the 

World Health Organiza-

tion (WHO) declared the 

COVID-19 outbreak a 

pandemic, the coronavirus 

disease reached DeKalb 

County and the state had its 

first death from the disease. 
DeKalb County Com-

mission President Ricky 
Harcrow confirmed Thurs-
day he had been notified by 
the Alabama Department 
of Public Health (ADPH) 
of the first case in DeKalb 
County. The infected per-
son received quarantine 

orders for 14 days, as did 
all persons he or she has re-
cently been in contact with. 

“We knew that the coro-
navirus would eventually 
be confirmed in DeKalb 
County,” said Harcrow. 
“Now that it has, we know 
it is likely that other cases 
will most likely be con-

firmed. We must remain 
calm and continue to 

practice good hygiene and 

handwashing.”
He said local officials 

and monitoring the situa-

tion closely and are doing 

everything they can to limit 

COVID-19 reaches DeKalb County
Jackson County employee is Alabama’s first coronavirus death

See DeKalb » Page A12

Where and how 
to get tested 
in DeKalb for 
coronavirus 

Calling the collection 
site ahead of arrival 
strongly advised

Story by Steven Stiefel
steven.stiefel@times-journal.com

As confirmed cases of the 
COVID-19 disease are confirmed 
in DeKalb and adjoining counties, 
there’s a growing demand for test-
ing to determine whether a person 
has been infected by someone they 
came in contact with. 

Thus far, Alabama has conducted 
just over 4,000 tests. Figures up-
dated daily from the Alabama De-
partment of Public Health (ADPH) 
represent tests that were satis-
factorily performed by ADPH’s 
Bureau of Clinical Laboratories 
(BCL), along with some data from 
commercial labs. The commercial 
labs are required, by law, to report 

See Testing » Page A7

Wade Hill announces bid for reelection

Special to the Times-Journal

I would like to take this 

opportunity to announce 

my intention to run for 

reelection to the Fort 

Payne City Council. It 
has been an honor and a 

great privilege to serve 

on this council the last 

four years and I would 

love to return for another 
term to finish more of the 
projects we have going 
on. 

When first elected in 
2016, this council was 
faced with several ob-
stacles and we tackled 
each one presented. We 
stabilized this city fi-
nancially, protected our 

mountains from logging, 
improved water and 
sewer infrastructure, and 
made great strides in 
getting Fort Payne to im-
prove the quality of life 
for our citizens. Early in 
this term we were able to 
close the deal on bringing 

Fort Payne councilman aims to finish 
projects brought forth by current council 

Contributed Photo

Pictured is Councilman Wade Hill.
See Hill » Page A7

Local leaders set a 
COVID-19 game plan 

Story by Steven Stiefel
steven.stiefel@times-journal.com

State and local officials 
connected for a conference 
call Friday to discuss the 
game-plan for addressing 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 
As the call happened, Gov. 
Kay Ivey expanded health 
orders with new corona-
virus-related restrictions 
statewide. 

The conference call was 
spearheaded by Alabama 
House Majority Leader  
Rep. Nathaniel Ledbetter, 
R-Rainsville, and Dist. 8 
State Sen. Steve Livingston 
(R-Scottboro). As a mem-
ber of the state’s Corona-
virus Task Force set up on 
March 9, Ledbetter is in a 
position to have the com-
plete picture. 

“From a lot of things 

we’re seeing, it’s going to 
get a lot worse over the 
next couple of weeks,” 
Ledbetter told the other 
callers. 

“That’s just the fact of 
the matter. I think we’ve 
got to take everything se-
riously. But we’re going 
to get through this. This 
was something that was 
put on us that we didn’t 
expect. There’s going to 
be brighter days ahead. 
Having a positive attitude, 
as leaders of our communi-

ties, I think that goes a long 
way. We certainly need to 
pray a lot,” Ledbetter said.

Gov. Ivey’s orders go 
into effect Sunday, March 
28 at 5 p.m. and will re-
main in place through Fri-
day, April 17 at 5 p.m. 

Among the venues or-
dered to close are night-
clubs, bowling alleys, 
arcades, theaters, casinos, 
social clubs, fitness cen-
ters and commercial gyms, 
spas, public swimming 
pools, playgrounds, barber 
and hair salons, waxing 
and nail salons, tattoo 
services, tanning salons, 
massage services, furniture 
and home furnishing stores, 
clothing and accessory 
stores, jewelry and luggage 
stores, department stores, 
sporting goods stores, 

and book, craft and music 
stores. Grocery stores, gas 
stations, pharmacies and 
gun stores will remain 
open. 

Dr. Scott Harris said 
counties and cities are free 
to enact their own mea-
sures in addition to the 
state regulations. Ivey an-
nounced on Thursday that 
all public school campuses 
will remained closed for 
the rest of the semester, but 
online and packet course-
work would keep students 
instructed until June 5. 

Harris told DeKalb 
County Commission 
President Ricky Harcrow 
that tourist attractions are 
among the list of venues 
ordered closed after Har-
crow noted a large number 

COVID-19 cases 
in Alabama

Steve

Livingston

Nathaniel

Ledbetter

This information was obtained from the 
Alabama Department of Public Health at 

http://alabamapublichealth.gov.
If you think you have been exposed to 

the coronavirus, and develop a fever and 
symptoms, such as cough or difficulty 

breathing, call your healthcare provider 
for medical advice.

As of 2 p.m. Friday, there are 587 
confirmed cases of coronavirus in 
Alabama. 
Three deaths from the virus have 
now been confirmed in the state 
of Alabama in:
• Jackson County: 1
• Madison County: 1
• Lauderdale County: 1

4,755 people have been tested in 
Alabama so far.

Contributed Photo

Sharon Williams of Encore Medical takes a 

swab specimen to test for COVID-19.

Ledbetter: ‘We’re going to get through this, brighter days ahead’

See Plan » Page A11


