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His Word
“Whoever believes 

in me, as Scripture has 

said, rivers of living 

water will flow from 
within them.”      

—John 7:38

SPORTS
Ider looks to 

maximize 
passing attack

See page A6

Inside today
Main Street awards 

COVID relief grant to 

downtown business

See page A8

Staff Reports
news@times-journal.com

The Fort Payne 
Times-Journal, along 
with WZOB, FPTV, 
WOLW, WVSM and 
Mountain Valley News, 
hosted a candidate 
forum this week in 
preparation of the 2020 
Municipal Election to 
be held Aug. 25. 

The City of Fort 

Payne currently has 

18 candidates in the 

running for council, 

and 17 of those par-

ticipated Tuesday in 

the forum.

Candidates 

were each asked three 

questions, given two 

minutes to answer each 

one and one minute to 

tell voters about them-

selves and why they are 

hoping to be elected. 

Due to the COVID-19 

pandemic, the forum 

was not open to the 

public, and candidates 

were individually 

filmed in the Fort Payne 
City Auditorium in 

order to control social 

distancing.

To watch the 

full videos of each 

candidate, visit www.
times-journal.com and 
click the "Meet the 
Candidate" button at the 
top of the home page.

Absentee 
ballot 
applications 
now 
available 

Story by Steven Stiefel
steven.stiefel@times-journal.com

Applications for absen-
tee ballots for the August 
25 municipal 
election have 
arrived at Fort 
Payne City 
Hall, according 
to City Clerk 
Andy Parker, 
who is the 
city’s absentee 
election man-
ager. He encouraged anyone 
concerned about voting 
while COVID-19 case 
numbers continue to rise to 
call Personnel Receptionist 
Sonya Maynard at 256-996-
3154 to be sent the packet 
to apply for approval to 
vote by absentee ballot.  

“As City Clerk, I have 
stressed the importance of 
absentee voting during this 
stressful and worrisome 
time due to the pandemic 
the country is facing,” Park-
er said. “The most asked 
question is how an individ-
ual may vote an absentee 
ballot.”

Elections will be held in 
cities and towns throughout 
DeKalb County to decide 
the mayors and town coun-
cil members for the next 
four years. For information 
on applying for an absentee 
ballot in a municipality oth-
er than Fort Payne, contact 
your local town clerk, who 
serves as the chief election 

See Absentee » Page A5

See Forum » Page A9

Special to the Times-Journal

“I’m John Smith, and I’m very ex-
cited to announce that I am a candi-
date for Fort Payne City Council. As 
a lifelong resident of Fort Payne and 
graduate of FPHS, I feel the need to 
give back to a community that has 
given me so much. I humbly ask for 
your prayers and support along this 
journey.”

Smith said his platform is clear 
and simple: a fiscally responsible 
and balanced budget, enhanced 

See Smith » Page  A8

17 of 18 candidates 
participated in forum 
held at the city 
auditorium earlier 
this week

Scotty Combs seeks seat 
on Rainsville council
Special to the Times-Journal

Scotty Combs has announced 
his intention to seek a seat on the 
Rainsville City Council. 

Combs is a graduate of Fyffe 
High School and attended Gadsden 
Business College. He currently 
serves as a project estimator for 
D&F Equipment Sales in Cross-
ville, where he has worked for 18 
years. 

“I have been blessed to work for 
such a great company that cares 

Contributed Photo

Scotty Combs is running for 
Rainsville City Council.See Combs » Page  A8
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Today it will rain.

High Low

 Terry Glenn Pigg

 Marjory Beam 

 Francis Elizabeth Davis 

 Juliette Westbrook Burleson

 Scotty Jay Hammonds

 Kay Taylor Camp

      See Page A3

Today’s Weather Funeral Services

Ivey extends mask order to Aug. 31
Amended health order says school employees, students required to wear masks
Story by Steven Stiefel
steven.stiefel@times-journal.com

On Wednesday, Gov. 

Kay Ivey extended until 

August 31 her statewide 

mask order issued on 

July 15 that was set to 

expire on Friday af-

ternoon. Her amended 

Safer at Home order in-

cluded some modifica-

tions as schools reopen 
this month.

Masks are required in 
schools and colleges, 
where possible, for 
employees and students 
in second grade and 
above. Ivey recognized 
the extra burden this 
puts on teachers, but 
she said protecting 
them is vital. Masks are 

required 
in pub-
lic when 
interacting 
within six 
feet with 
people of 
another 
household.
“These 

decisions are not easy 
and aren’t fun,” Ivey 

said. “There’s no way 
to make everyone 
happy 100% of the 
time. Tough decisions 
are easier to make from 
the sidelines than when 
you are in the arena. We 
must do the right thing, 
not just the popular 
thing. No one enjoys 
wearing a mask, but be-
cause of the help we are 

receiving from Alabama 
businesses, we are 
making progress. We 
must remain vigilant if 
we are going to get our 
kids back in school and 
keep businesses open.”

She admitted mis-
takes had been made 
but her goal is to make 
more good decisions 
than bad ones. Cases of 

COVID-19 have rapidly 
grown since the Stay 
at Home order closing 
most businesses expired 
April 30.

As of Friday, Al-
abama’s cumulative 
number of confirmed 
cases reached 83,495 
with 1,516 fatalities 

Gov. Kay

Ivey

See Masks » Page B8

Smith announces candidacy 
for Fort Payne council

Contributed Photo

John Smith is running for Fort 
Payne City Council.

Fort Payne City Council 
2020 Candidate Forum

Andy

Parker


