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82 55
Today is sunny. 

High Low

 Xonnie Sue Hale 
 Carolyn Diane Davis 
 June Stewart 
 Bobby Wayne Anderson 
 Richard Thibodeaux 
 Lillie Jeanette Camp

 David Edward Eason 
 Doris Ella Hobbs 
 Tommy Edward Jenkins 
 Linda Lue Clanton 

See Page A3

Today’s WeatherInside
Classified .................................A9
Comics......................................A8
Dear Abby ...............................A5
Deaths ......................................A3
Sports ........................................B1
Living ........................................A6

Funeral Services

TERRELL
CHIROPRACTIC, LLC

256-638-9393

Dr. Terrell & Dr. Parker

OPEN 6 DAYS

Addy

Age 8
Sponsored by Dr. Rob

Draw the Weather — See Page 3

His Word
“Let every soul be subject 

unto the higher powers. 

For there is no power but 

of God: the powers that be 

are ordained of God. ”       

—Romans 13:1

Municipal Runoff Election
Look for Fort Payne and Geraldine city 

council election results in the 

Saturday-Sunday Oct. 10-11 edition of 

The Times-Journal

SPORTS
Fort Payne seeks 
5th-straight win, 
Southside visits

See page B2

DeKalb 
listed 
as 'very 
high 
risk'
Risk indicator 
map marks 
DeKalb as 
one of three 
high risk 
counties in 
state

Staff Reports
news@times-journal.com

DeKalb County is 
once again listed as 
"very high risk" on 
the COVID-19 Risk 
Indicator map. 

Calculations for 
each county’s risk of 
COVID-19 spread in 
the community are 
based on the number 
of new cases each day.

The color-coded 
state map displays four 
risk levels: very high, 
high, moderate and 

Former Sylvania teacher arrested 
for inappropriate behavior

Staff Reports
news@times-journal.com

A former Sylvania 
teacher and coach was ar-
rested Monday on multiple 
charges for inappropriate 
behavior.

According to the 
DeKalb County Sheriff's 
Office, Dustin Dalton, 28, 

of Rainsville, was charged 
with Enticing a Child for 
Immoral Purposes and 
Dissemination of Obscene 
Material. This is a joint 
investigation between the 
DeKalb County Sheriff’s 
Office, the DeKalb County 
Board of Education and 
the Alabama Department 
of Human Resources. 

“This is 
an absolute 
unfortunate 
event that has 
happened in 
our quiet Town 
of Sylvania,” 
Sheriff Nick 
Welden said. 
“We want 

to thank the community 

for coming forward with 
information that aided us 
in conducting this investi-
gation.” 

“We would like to ask 
for prayer for the victims 
and their families. Protect-
ing our youth from this 
type of behavior is a top 
priority here at the sher-
iff’s office,” he said. “God 

bless.” 
Dalton is currently being 

held without bond at the 
DeKalb County Jail. 

The DeKalb County 
Board of Education held 
an emergency meeting 
on Friday, accepting the 
resignation of Dustin Dal-
ton from Sylvania High 
School effective immedi-

ately. 

According to past board 

meeting agendas, Dalton 

served as a coach to varsi-

ty boys basketball, Jr. high 

boys basketball (8th and 
9th), B Team volleyball 

and boys and girls tennis 

teams. 

Dustin

Dalton

See Risk » Page A7

Bynum retires as Fort Payne Police Chief 
First SRO in DeKalb County reflects on the job he grew to love

Story by Steven Stiefel
steven.stiefel@times-journal.com

Randy Bynum, 55, 
DeKalb County’s 
first-ever school re-
source officer and first 
African-American 
police chief, is retiring 
after 25 years with the 
Fort Payne Police De-
partment.

Bynum worked seven 
years for the Alabama 
Forestry Commission. 
Warned of impending 
layoffs in May 1995, he 
walked across the street 
to then-FPPD Chief 
David Walker’s office 
and asked for a job.  

“If you’d asked me 26 

years ago if I was going 
to be a police officer, I 
would have said ‘ab-
solutely not.’ Being a 
police officer was not 
something I wanted to 
do. I had some friends 
who worked there 
and tried to get me to 
join the department,” 
Bynum said. “[Chief 
Walker] asked me if 
I was serious. I said, 
‘Yes, sir. I am. I can’t 
be without a job.’ That 
same week, he hired 
me.”

He grew to love the 
job. 

“To watch Fort Payne 
grow from where we 

were... We still have a 
long way to go, but we 
are a good community 
and have a lot to be 
thankful for,” Bynum 
said. 

Born and raised here, 
the 1983 graduate of 
Fort Payne High School 
was a popular choice 
to succeed Walker. He 
credits this to the way 
he and his three siblings 
were raised by his par-
ents, Rob and Olivia. 

“Mom and dad taught 
us to be upstanding,” he 
said. “They taught us 
right from wrong, and 
most everyone in Fort 

Steven Stiefel Times-Journal

Fort Payne Police Chief Randy Bynum retired this week after a 

decade leading the police department. See Bynum » Page A7

Doris Hobbs was ‘the face 
of WZOB for 30 years’  

Story by Steven Stiefel
steven.stiefel@times-journal.com

Fort Payne is mourn-
ing the loss of Doris 
Hobbs, who bettered 
her community through 
her media career and 
community service. 

As a board member 
for the United Giver’s 
Fund of DeKalb Coun-
ty, Hobbs volunteered 
with UGF’s annual 
fundraising campaign 
in 1989 when she began 
her career at local radio 
station, WZOB, first 
as a sales manager and 
later as general man-

ager. Under her leader-

ship, WZOB was voted 

Best Radio Station in 

DeKalb County for 
more than 20 years. 

“Doris was for more 
than manager for 
WZOB. A personal 
friend too. I know the 
Lord has welcomed a 
great person home,” 
said station owner 
Mike Kirby. “Doris was 
someone you could al-
ways count on. Through 
the hard times and good 
times, she was a trea-
sure to have known.

“The memories will 
be treasured and she 
will surely be missed.  

File Photo

Doris Hobbs passed away 

late Sunday night.

See Hobbs » Page A11

Commission approves 
$23.2M budget

Story by Cinthia Rico
cinthia.rico@times-journal.com

The DeKalb County 
Commission on Sept. 
29, 2020, passed its 
2021 fiscal year budget 
of $23.2 million. 

County Administra-
tor Matt Sharp said that 
although there have 
been various increases, 
the FY 2021 budget is 
overall good. 

The capital increases 
include Rural Public 
Transportation, which 
has gone from an 80/20 
split to 100% in fund-
ing, and the County 
Rebuild Alabama Fun 
program, which has 

gone from 
6 cents to 
8 cents this 
year. 

“The 
Rebuild 
Gas Tax 
more than 
doubled the 
Commis-

sioners District Road 
Budget from about 
$800,00 to about $1.7 
million,” said Sharp. 

Sharp noted that the 
price per gallon of 
gasoline was at $1.90 
last week, and the 
day before the tax gas 

Matt

Sharp

See Budget » Page A10


