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His Word
“For our light and 

momentary troubles 

are achieving for us an 

eternal glory that far 

outweighs them all.”      

— 2 Corinthians 4:17

SPORTS
Fort Payne 

sweeps Hazel 
Green in dual

See page 8

Volume 140, No. 450 • $1.00

Inside
Classified .................................. 11

Comics...................................... 10

Dear Abby ................................ 11

Deaths .........................................3

Sports ......................................... 8

Living ...........................................5

Serving DeKalb County since 1878 – If it’s important to you, it’s important to us

Gayle Edwin Presley 
Pheroba Ann Thomas 
Joseph Nelson Blalock Jr.
Shelia Ann Stansell 
Thomas G. Edwards 
Katie Edith Ann Harris 

Funeral Services

79 57
Today is partly cloudy. 
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Vaccine eligibility 
expands to 
individuals 16 
and older

Rainsville 
approves 
wastewater 
plant 
upgrades

Story by Cinthia Rico
cinthia.rico@times-journal.com

The Rainsville City Council on Monday 
night approved improvements to the city’s 
Wastewater Treatment Plant. 

Rainsville Councilman Derek Rosson 
said the various upgrades, 
which will include pipes 
and manholes, are in sup-
port of the plant running 
more efficiently. 

The council approved the 
installment of five Manhole 
Extensions for the Waste-
water Treatment Plant. 

See Plant » Page A4
Fort Payne buys two new school buses

Story by Steven Stiefel
steven.stiefel@times-journal.com

The Fort Payne Board 
of Education recently 
approved the purchase of 
two 2022 Blue Bird Type 
“D” passenger T3FE 3909 
buses with rooftop air con-
ditioners for $123,520.00 
each. The school system 
is purchasing the school 
buses through Source-
well using a pre-approved 
cooperative purchasing 
agreement approved by the 
Alabama State Department 
of Education, for a total 
investment of $247,040.00.

The action was taken 
at the March 26 meeting, 
which was moved up to an 
earlier time due to a severe 
weather threat. Superinten-
dent Jim Cunningham an-
nounced he would dismiss 
school early that day and 
expressed his appreciation 

to Anthony Clifton, direc-

tor of the DeKalb County 

Emergency Management 

Agency. There ended up 

being no damage to school 

property.

Cunningham also an-

nounced that students will 

return from spring break 

for face to face instruction 

Staff Reports
news@times-journal.com

Governor Kay Ivey during a visit to 
the Alabama National Guard mobile vac-
cination clinic in Wilcox County Friday 
announced that beginning Monday, April 
5, the Alabama Department of Public 
Health will extend eligibil-
ity for COVID-19 vaccina-
tions to include individuals 
age 16 and older. All Ala-
bamians that the vaccine 
brands are available to can 
now receive the shot.

“I have committed to the 
people of Alabama that 

Inside today
117 remains closed 

following landslide

See page 6

Mask mandate to end Friday
ADPH encourages masks even after order expiration

Story by Emily Kirby
emily.kirby@times-journal.com

Since July 16, 2020, 
a statewide mask man-
date has been in place 
in Alabama to help 
curb the spread 
of COVID-19. 
With Gov. 
Kay Ivey’s 
most recent 
procla-
mation, 
which was 
issued March 4 and 
extended her “Safer 
at Home Order”, that 
mandate is set to expire 
this Friday. 

The original mandate 
was scheduled to be in 
place from July 16 to 
July 31; however, with 
COVID cases across 
the state and country 
consistently rising until 
early 2021, Alabama 
kept the mandate in 
place for eight months. 
Individuals were re-
quired to wear facial 
coverings when within 
six feet of others in 
public or around others 

from differ-
ent households.

As of Tuesday, 
Alabama has had half a 
million cases of COVID-19 
since the first confirmed 
case a little more than a 
year ago. More than ten 
thousand of those cases 
resulted in a fatality. 

In DeKalb County, there 
have been 8,706 confirmed 
cases and 181 deaths. In 
the last 14 days, there have 
been 33 new confirmed 
cases, and 29,697 tests 
have been administered 
in total. DeKalb has also 
remained “Low Risk” on 
the Alabama Department of 

Pub-
lic 

Health’s 
Risk Indicator for 
several weeks. To be con-
sidered low risk, a county 
must be in a downward 
trajectory of 14 or more 
days, or have a rate of 10 
or less cases over the last 
two weeks.

According to a statement 
released by ADPH Monday, 
masks will still be “encour-
aged” after the mandate 
expires but not required.

“Masks or other facial 

coverings will no longer 
be a mandate after April 9, 
but ADPH reminds every-
one that masks remain one 
of the most successful tools 
to help reduce the spread of 
COVID-19,” the statement 
read. “Many businesses and 
healthcare facilities will 
continue to require facial 
coverings in their facili-
ties. Hospitals and nursing 
homes are under federal 
guidance that supports the 
use of facial coverings, and 
we anticipate the require-
ment for facial coverings 
to remain in place at those 
facilities.”

Students return for face-to-face instruction on Thursday

Steven Stiefel  | Times-Journal

The Fort Payne City Schools add two new school buses to the fleet each year. The garage maintenance 
staff were recently recognized for a perfect record of keeping these vehicles running. 

See Buses » Page A6

Gov. Kay
Ivey

See Vaccine » Page A6
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The Rainsville Wastewater Treatment Plant will 

see the installment of five manhole extensions. 

Derek

Rosson


