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His Word
“Where can I go 

from your Spirit?
Where can I flee 

from your presence?
If I go up to the 

heavens, you are 
there; if I make my 
bed in the depths, you 
are there.”    

— Psalm 139:7-8
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66th Annual VFW 
Agricultural Fair 
is around the 
corner

Story by 

Cinthia Rico

cinthia.rico@times-journal.com

County fair kicks off Sept. 

27, until Oct. 2

W
ith DeKalb County's 
COVID-19 vaccinat-
ed population steadily 

climbing since April, the DeKalb 
County V.F.W. Agricultural Fair 
Committee and the V.F.W. have 
decided to move forward with the 
annual fair.  

The annual DeKalb County 
V.F.W. Fair kicks off Monday, 
Sept. 27 through Saturday, Oct. 
2. 

President and Fair Manager 
Charles Stephens announced the 
DeKalb County V.F.W. Fair has 
decided to have a "limited fair" 
again this year due to COVID-19 
and its variants. 

DeKalb County V.F.W. Agri-
cultural Fair has been a staple in 
the county for more than 65 years 
and, like many entities, has suf-
fered setbacks due to the ongoing 
pandemic. 

See Fair » Page A10

Story by Jacob Murdock
jacob.murdock@times-journal.com

The DeKalb County 
Commission on Tuesday 
approved a $24.6 million 
budget for the 2022 fiscal 
year, along with new per-
sonnel transfers for both 
the DeKalb County Road 
Department, the Sheriff’s 
Office and a new Govern-
ment Services Alabama 
(GSA) contract for the 
Revenue Department.

According to Matt 
Sharp, county adminis-
trator, “[online sales tax] 
has been one 
of the sav-
ing graces 
that we’ve 
had in the 
last couple 
of years…
it’s really 
one of [the 
county’s] 
only growth revenues.” 
He said the only other 
revenue increase is the 
state gas tax, which in 
total added to a million 
dollars.

Chris Kuykendall, 
District 3 commissioner, 
said, “we’d like people of 
the county to understand 
that this is a long-term 
work in progress, and 
because of the increases 
we’ve had, we’re already 
seeing twice as many 
roads resurfaced each 
year.”

The local fuel tax fund 
received $186,000. This 
will be allocated to the 
DeKalb County ARC 
and to the county board 
of education. The former 
received $10,000 and the 
latter received $176,000.

The commission 
approved the following 
budget for the 2022 fiscal 
year:

• General Fund
- $5.6 million in total
- $4.5 million for total 

local government funding
• Sheriff’s office/jail
- $8.8 million in total
- $1.7 million for the 

County 
passes 
$24.6 
million 
budget
Departments 
see personnel 
changes

See Budget » Page A9

Matt
Sharp

Staff Reports
news@times-journal.com

The DeKalb County Sheriff’s 
Office recently welcomed its new 
therapy dog, Shadow.

Shadow, a labradoodle, was born 
May 17, 2021. He will join SRO Josh 
Wigley at the DeKalb County Tech-
nology Center and DeKalb County 
Youth Services.

“We named him Shadow because 
we hope and pray that he is a bea-
con of light and hope for someone 

Sheriff's Office welcomes therapy dog
SRO hopes Shadow 
will be a 'beacon of 
light and hope' 
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Pictured 
is DeKalb 
County 

Sheriff's 
Office's new 
therapy dog, 
Shadow, a 
labradoodle 
who will join 
SRO Josh 
Wigley at 
the DeKalb 
County 

Technology 
Center and 
DeKalb 
County Youth 
Services. 

See Shadow » Page A2


