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Today it will rain.
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His Word
“Remember now thy Creator 

in the days of thy youth, while 
the evil days come not, nor the 
years draw nigh, when thou 
shalt say, I have no pleasure in 
them.”          

—Ecclesiastes 12:1

Inside today
Nazareth Baptist Church to hold watch party 
as Plainview student "The Tie Dye Warrior" 
competes in American Ninja Warrior Junior

See page 11 for more information

Third-party to recommend action for Geraldine officer 
Story by Steven Stiefel
steven.stiefel@times-journal.com

The Geraldine Town Hall 
was packed Tuesday evening 
as citizens and media came 
to see a due process hearing 
for Assistant Police Chief 
Jeff Buckles. He was placed 
on administrative leave ear-
lier this month after posting 
a comment on Facebook that 
some interpreted as menacing 
to Democrats. The crowd left 
without knowing any more 
about his future job status 
after Mayor Chuck Ables 

announced that the hearing 
would be held in private, per 
Buckles request.  

The hearing was held 
behind closed doors to have 
an independent third party 
produce a formal recommen-
dation for the town coun-
cil and mayor to act upon. 
Buckles could be re-instated, 
suspended for an additional 
length of time or face ter-
mination. He’s still on paid 
leave and will be until the 
council makes a decision. 
That vote could come at their 

next scheduled council meet-
ing on March 3. 

“It was [Officer Buckles’] 
choice whether it be public 
or private. He chose for it to 
be private, which obviously 
doesn’t include the may-
or or council,” Ables said. 
“It’ll just be his attorney, our 
attorney and an independent 
person, an attorney, to hear 
anything that either side has 
to say. After the interview, 
the hearing, then the inde-
pendent attorney will make 
a written recommendation. 

Not sure exactly when we’ll 
get that, but once we get that, 
then we’ll schedule another 
meeting to consider it and 
deal with it then.”

At issue was the officer’s 
post to his personal Facebook 
account after the State of the 
Union address, referring to 
the decision of U.S. House 
Speaker Nancy Pelosi (D-Ca-
lif.) to rip up her copy of the 
message President Trump 
had just delivered. It read, 
“Pelosi just ripped up his 
[speech]. Road Side bomb on 

Steven Stiefel | Times-Journal

Pictured is Jeff Buckles at Tues-

day's town hall meeting.

See Geraldine » Page 5

Staff Reports
news@times-journal.com

A two-vehicle crash at 11:40 a.m. Monday, Feb. 
24, has claimed two lives.

Emily Rae Denham, 19, of Dutton was killed 
when the 2015 Nissan Altima she was driving 
collided with a 2020 Mack tractor trailer. Denham, 
and a passenger, Cody Austin Martin, 20, of Pisgah 
were pronounced dead at the scene. The driver of 
the Mack truck was not injured.

The crash occurred on Alabama Highway 75 
at the intersection of DeKalb County 400 in the 
Lakeview Community. Nothing further is available 
as ALEA Troopers continue to investigate.

See Commission » Page 5

Two killed in 
head-on collision 
on Alabama 75

Commission president 
announces expansion 
to jail facilities

Story by Cinthia Rico
cinthia.rico@times-journal.com

The DeKalb County Commission President 
Ricky Harcrow announced future plans for an 
expansion of the DeKalb County Detention Center 
during Tuesday's meeting. 

Harcrow expressed his thanks and appreciation 
towards the DeKalb County Sheriff's Office and 
personnel for their work and their budgeting. 

Administrator Matt Sharp addressed the crowd, 
saying he has watched some of the series “60 Days 
in,” filmed in the Etowah County Detention Center. 
“I would like to say that I appreciate our county 
and our staff,” he said. 

The A & E series places people in jails as under-
cover inmates and records what goes on behind 
bars, with only a few staff personnel in the loop. 

Commissioner Chris Kuykendall said we are 
“truly blessed to live in DeKalb County.” 

Harcrow spoke briefly of his visits to other coun-
ties in the state before announcing the planning of 
the jail expansion. 

Regarding the expansion, he said they are 

Harris runs for District 2 commissioner

Contributed Photo

Above is Terry Harris, of Geraldine.

Special to the Times-Journal

Hello, my name is 

Terry Harris and I am 

running for DeKalb 

County Commissioner 

District 2. I have lived 

in DeKalb County all 

of my life. I grew up 

in the Tenbroeck com-

munity and my par-

ents were Jimmie Hue 

and Robert J. Harris. 
My mother was an 

elementary school 

teacher for 23 years. 
She taught at Tenbro-
eck and Fyffe where 
she retired early from 
health issues. My 
father was self-em-
ployed used car dealer 
most of his life. I have 
lived in Geraldine 
for the past 30 years 
I have bee married to 
my wife, Teresa, for 
39 years. We have 
two sons Keylon and 
Colton, daughter-in-

law Caitlyn and one 
grandchild Caston. 

I presently sit on 
the Geraldine Town 
Council where I’m 
fortunate work with a 
hard working mayor 
and four other coun-
cilmen that have the 
same goals that I do 
and that is to see that 
the town grows and 
prospers to build a 
better community 
for the young and 

See Harris » Page 2

Annual clean up also events 
announced, landfill dumpsters 
to open for public use

Panthers prevail

Glendon Poe | Times-Journal

Collinsville girls basketball players celebrate during the final minutes of an AHSAA Class 2A state semifinal-round playoff 
game against G.W. Long at Legacy Arena in Birmingham on Monday afternoon. For complete coverage of the Panthers’ state 

semifinal win and a preview of their state championship game, see Page 6.

Collinsville girls advance to program's 1st state final


