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Funeral Services

His Word
“Therefore, as God’s chosen 

people, holy and dearly loved, 

clothe yourselves with com-

passion, kindness, humility, 

gentleness and patience.”    

— Colossians 3:12

Inside today
Representatives of 

The Summit visit Fort 

Payne Rotary Club

See page A10

SPORTS
Fort Payne, 

Madison County 
compete in OTA

See page A7

Story by Cinthia Rico
cinthia.rico@times-journal.com

DeKalb County Assis-
tant Superintendent Jen-
nifer Williams announced 
during last Friday's 
DeKalb County Board of 
Education meeting the 
reopening 
plan for the 
upcoming 
2021-22 
school year

“The 
goal for the 
upcoming 
school year 
is to return 
to normal as practical 
while still providing a 
safe environment for stu-
dents and staff,” she said. 

Williams said the 
million-dollar question 
everyone is asking is 
‘How normal will normal 
be?’ She said they will 
strive to be as normal as 
regular school was before 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 

She said the use of El-
ementary and Secondary 
School Emergency Relief 
Funds or ESSER funds 
require certain state 
guidelines and protocols 
to be met. 

Williams highlighted 
the various aspects of 
interest for the upcoming 
school year, instruction, 
health and wellness, 
exposure, quarantine and 
contact tracing and the 
child nutrition program.  

“Instruction, our 
number one goal will 
remain in two options, 

County 
schools 
announce 
plan for 
reopening, 
seek to 
return to 
normalcy

See Reopen » Page A5

Students and 
employees will 
not be required 
to be vaccinated 

Jennifer

Williams

Steven Stiefel  | Times-Journal

Early Tuesday morning, the 

driver of this transfer truck 

from M&A Hill Trucking LLC 

out of Havelock, N.C. became 

familiar with the steel and 

concrete barrier at the base of 

Alabama Highway 35 

commonly known as "Joe's 

Truck Stop". The load of 

lumber spilled out into the 

grassy field beyond the bar-
rier and the truck was towed 

away from the scene by 

Scrapper's Towing. The cargo 

is especially valuable 

considering the escalating 

price of construction mate-

rials this summer. Further 

information about the incident 

or the condition of the driver 

was not available from the 

Fort Payne Police Department 

at press time Tuesday. 

Another truck collides with Joe's 
Truck Stop, spilling lumber 

Story by Cinthia Rico
cinthia.rico@times-journal.com

While the warmer 
months bring many 
anticipated pastimes and 
outdoor activities, it's also 
prime season for unwel-
come guests, like adult 
ticks carrying debilitating 
illnesses. 

Brandy and Kevin 
Smith, of Sylvania, share 
their family's journey and 
son’s recent diagnosis of 
the most common tick-
borne disease in the U.S., 
Lyme disease. 

Per the Centers for 
Disease Control and 

Prevention, Lyme disease 

is caused by the bacterium 

Borrelia Burgdorferi and 

rarely, Borrelia mayonii. 

It’s transmitted to humans 

through the bite of infect-

ed black-legged ticks. 

Typical symptoms 

include fever, headache, 
fatigue and a characteristic 
skin rash called erythema 
migrans. If left untreated, 
the infection can spread 
to the joints, the heart and 
the nervous system. 

See Illness » Page A2

Local teen’s battle with Lyme disease 
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17-year-old Nathan 

Smith has been 

recovering from 

Lyme disease for more 

than three months.

The Smiths share their journey of reaching a diagnosis, starting treatment


