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SPORTS EXTRAHis Word
“Devote yourselves to 

prayer, being watchful and 

thankful.”           

—Colossians 4:2
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Story by Steven Stiefel
steven.stiefel@times-journal.com

The Fort Payne City 
Council discussed al-
ternatives to the current 
garbage collection system 
during a work session this 
week. 

Council members 
stressed that they were 
simply investigating and 
no change was imminent.  

One option is Arrow 
Disposal Service (ADSI), 
the Abbeville-based com-
pany which is contracted 

to offer residential gar-
bage collection to county 
residents. 

ADSI requested the city 
provide the answers to 
several questions such as 
the annual tonnage collect-
ed for residential, com-
mercial front-end loader 
and roll-off services, the 
number of current cus-
tomers served in Fort 
Payne and rates charged, 
frequency of pickups, 
recycling, etc. They also 
wanted to see an invento-

ry of the city's collection 
vehicles and some idea of 
how many city employees 
would be displaced by a 
change and available to 
ADSI for hiring. 

Some advantages would 
be outsourcing such things 
as the purchasing of fuel, 
tires, maintenance and 
equipment, as well as 
managing personnel who 
currently fall under the 
city's budget and benefits. 

Council members agreed 
they want to maintain the 

brush pickup services and 
continue to operate the in-
ert landfill inside the city. 

They discussed the 
need to either off-load the 
service or raise rates to 
what's needed to at least 
break even. Wear and tear 
on vehicles requires them 
to invest in new front-end 
and roll-off dumpsters to 
meet the demand from 
residential and commercial 
customers. 

Mayor Brian Baine had 
concerns about turn-

ing sanitation over to a 
third-party, fearing they 
will lose control over the 
rates charged to customers 
and possibly get inferior 
service. 

Collection of this waste 
is conducted using the 95 
gallon waste containers 
which are supplied free of 
charge by the Sanitation 
Department. Most homes 
are picked up by large 
one-man trucks with an 
automatic arm on the right 
side of the truck.

Fort Payne looks at alternatives on garbage collection
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 Flowers and a funeral wreath decorate the bronze statue of Alabama guitarist Jeff Cook in down-

town Fort Payne while the sign at the Alabama Fan Club and Museum is dedicated to his memory.  

Alabama's Jeff Cook remembered
Hometown hero dies after long illness

Staff Reports
news@times-journal.com

Jeff Cook, 73, founding 
member and legendary 
guitarist of the country 
music supergroup Ala-
bama, is being remem-
bered as an exceptionally 
talented and larger-than-
life personality who had a 
profound impact on both 

his hometown and the 
music industry.

 Cook died Monday, 
surrounded by his family 
and close friends in Destin, 
Fla. 

They say he passed 
away peacefully, ending 
a decade long struggle 
against declining health 
that robbed him of his abil-
ity to perform but never 

broke his spirit as he cou-
rageously faced his battle 
with Parkinson's disease 
with a positive attitude. 

Cook performed for as 
long as he could, then told 
the group that the show 
must go because he never 
wanted “the music to stop 
or the party to end.”

See Cook » Page A9

Performers react to death of a legend
Staff Reports

news@times-journal.com

Reactions to Jeff Cook's 

death have poured in from 

some of the biggest names 

in the music industry, 

including his band-mates.

Randy Owen released 

a statement Thursday, 

saying, "He lived to play 

our music we created 

together. He could play 
any instrument he chose, 
but his harmonies I’ll miss 
the most. I’m thankful 
we got to create music 
together for over 50 years! 
Wish we could play 'My 
Home’s in Alabama' one 
more time. I’m hurt in a 
way I can’t describe! To 
Lisa, thanks for loving 
him and being there for 

him to the end. Play on, 
Jeff. Love you!"

Teddy Gentry said, 
"Closer than brothers, 
we lived together more 
than with our immediate 
families. Don’t think I’ve 
known anyone who loved 
playing more. Jeff, along 
with me and Randy, 

See Legend » Page A10

Ledbetter elected Speaker of Alabama House
Story by Steven Stiefel

steven.stiefel@times-journal.com

During a post-election 
meeting on Thursday, 
the 77-member Alabama 
House Republican Cau-
cus voted to select State 
Rep. Nathaniel Ledbetter, 
R-Rainsville, as its nom-
inee for Speaker of the 
House. 

Because Republicans 
represent a super-majority 
within the body and have 
pledged to vote together, 
nomination for a House 
leadership post is tan-
tamount to election and 
makes Ledbetter the most 
powerful lawmaker in the 
chamber.

Ledbetter was among 
the local legislators elected 

to another 
term without 
opposition 
in Tuesday's 
General 
Election. 
He defeated 
Primary 
challenger 
Don Stout in 
the spring. 

He has served as House 
majority leader since 2017. 

Ledbetter is scheduled 
to speak to the DeKalb 
County Republican Break-
fast Club this Saturday, 
Nov. 12, at Cattle Stam-
pede in Fort Payne. Doors 
open at 7 a.m.  

Ledbetter will succeed 
Rep. Mac McCutcheon, 
R-Monrovia, who did not 
seek another term. Mc-

Cutcheon had replaced 
former Speaker Mike Hub-
bard in 2016 after he was 
removed from office upon 
his conviction on ethics 
violations charges.

The House Republican 
Caucus also voted for 
State Rep. Chris Pringle, 
R-Mobile, as its Speaker 
Pro Tem nominee, State 
Rep. Scott Stadthagen, 
R-Decatur, as House Ma-
jority Leader, State Rep. 
Wes Kitchens, R-Arab, 
as Caucus vice chair, and 
State Rep. Debbie Wood, 
R-Valley, as the Caucus 
secretary/treasurer.

“The members of the 

House Republican Cau-
cus are a talented group 
of men and women who 
support the conservative 
principles and traditional 
values that most Alabam-
ians share, and I am hon-
ored beyond measure to be 
chosen as their nominee 
for Speaker of the House,” 
Ledbetter said.

“If elected Speaker, I 
will work hard to preside 
fairly and ensure that all 
voices have an opportunity 
to be heard in the commit-
tee rooms and chamber of 
the Alabama House.”

Based on the current 
rules, which are subject to 
change in the next term, 
the Speaker House refers 
bills to their committees of 
jurisdiction, appoints all 

committees and their sub-

committees and designates 

who becomes chairs and 

vice-chairs, proportioning, 

as reasonably as possible, 

committee appointments 

in a manner which is 

inclusive and reflects the 
racial diversity, gender and 

political party affiliation of 
the members of the body. 

Ledbetter, a former 

mayor and city council 

member in Rainsville, was 

elected to the Alabama 

House in 2014. In 2017, 

the Republican Caucus 

selected him to serve as 

majority leader while a 

freshman House member, 

Nathaniel 

Ledbetter

See Speaker » Page A8

Local Election Results 

on Page A7 inside

Inside today

Veterans honored 

with program

See page B1


