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The Collinsville 
Public Library recently 
revealed its newly com-
pleted children’s area. 

Collinsville Library 
Director Jennifer 
Wilkins said the chil-
dren’s building project 
began with a donor 
who wanted to inspire 
children to read. 

What started as an 

idea, grew to a vision 

of a space designed 

specifically for children 
to enjoy and be able to 

nurture their reading 
skills. 

“This exciting proj-
ect took shape when 
library board members 
suggested a switch with 
the service desk loca-
tion and the small space 
designated to children 
at Collinsville Library,” 
said Wilkins. 

Findings by Donna 
Celano and Susan B. 
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His Word
“For I take no 

pleasure in the death 

of anyone, declares 

the Sovereign Lord. 

Repent and live!”      

— Ezekial 18:32

Inside today
Check out our Mother's 

Day Look Alike section 
featuring local mothers 

and daughters!

See page B4

SPORTS
Collinsville, 

Crossville boys finish 
in semifinal round

See page A9
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A Fort Payne man has 
been arrested for imper-
sonating an officer after 
an incident near Beason 
Gap.

Richard Brian Tra’Bael, 
50 of Fort Payne, former-
ly of Georgia, was recent-
ly arrested and charged 
with Impersonating a 
Peace Officer, Possession 

of Forged 
Instruments 
2nd Degree, 
and Aggra-
vated Assault/
Menacing.

In a state-
ment released 
Tuesday, 
the Fort 
Payne Police 

Department said a victim 
filed a report of harass-
ment on April 28. Ac-

cording to their report, the 
victim was followed by a 
Nissan Rogue down Bea-
son Gap. While stopped at 
the red light, a black male 
with a gun in his hand and 
wearing a tactical vest 
approached the victim 
sitting in his vehicle and 
engaged in conversation 
with him while pointing 
the gun at the victim’s 
head. The subject stated 
to the individual that he 

was a federal agent. The 
subject then got in his 
vehicle and drove off. 
The victim was able to 
get the license plate of the 
subject’s vehicle and give 
it to officers.

As a result of the victim 
identifying the vehicle 
and tag, an investigation 
by the Fort Payne Police 
Department, and with the 
help of the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation and the 

DeKalb County Sheriff’s 
Office, a search warrant 
was obtained and the sub-
ject was apprehended at a 
local campground.

Others arrested were 
Shaddai’yah Shadowlyn 
Tra’Bael, 54, and Va-
nessa Antionatte Allen, 
28. Both females were 
charged with Possession 
of Forged Instruments. 
All three arrested have 
been transferred to the 

DeKalb County Detention 
Center with bond being 
set for Richard Tra’Bael 
at $30,000, and the two 
females at $15,000 each.

Police Chief David 
Davis said that if anyone 
feels they have been a 
victim of Mr. Tra’Bael 
while he was acting as an 
officer to please contact 
investigators at the Fort 
Payne Police Department 
at 256-845-1414.

Fort Payne man arrested for impersonating officer

Richard

Brian

Tra'Bael

McPherson awarded key to the city
Fort Payne graduate named 149th NFL 2021 Draft Pick

Contributed Photo

Pictured is Mayor Brian Baine (right) congratulating Evan McPherson (left) with a Key to the City 

of Fort Payne and a certificate of recognition during Tuesday's council meeting.

Story by Emily Kirby
emily.kirby@times-journal.com

The Fort Payne City 
Council presented Evan 
McPherson with a key 
to the city during Tues-
day’s meeting.

McPherson, who 
signed on as a kicker 
with the University of 
Florida starting in 2019, 
was recently chosen as 
the 149th pick in the 
fifth round of the 2021 
NFL Draft

 and will play for the 
Cincinnati Bengals. 

Prior to his college 
career, McPherson 
kicked and punted for 
Fort Payne High School 
for five years.

Mayor Brian Baine 
read the following sta-
tistics for McPherson’s 
football career so far:

• Five-year starter at 
Fort Payne High School

• First team all-state 
kicker his senior year

• Selected to play in 
the Alabama-Mississippi 
All-Star game

• Selected to play 
in the Under Armour 
All-America Game in 
Orlando

• Holds the record for 
the longest field goal in 
Alabama high school 
football history with a 
60-yard field goal in his 
senior year.

• He held eight schol-
arship offers out of high 
school

• Played and started 
three seasons for the 
University of Florida 
Gators

• During his freshman 

Story by Bonnie Walters
bonnie.walters@times-journal.com

The Lions Club 
hosts its 46th annual 
barbecue chicken meal 
fundraiser on Saturday, 
May 15 at Fort Payne 
City Park from 11 a.m. 
to 3:00 p.m. Donations 
are $8.00 per ticket. 
Plates 
include 
one 
chick-
en half 
with 
slaw, 
beans, bread and a 
dessert.

Lions Club Secretary 
Douglas Walker said 
tickets can be pur-
chased at the First Fi-
delity Bank or DeKalb 
Sportsman in Fort 
Payne or from any Li-
ons Club member, but 
walk-ups or presold 
plates are the same 
price at $8 a plate.

Prepaid plates can 
be picked up at Fort 

See BBQ » Page A2

Cooking 
chicken 
for a 
cause
Fort Payne 
Lions Club 
to host 46th 
annual BBQ 
chicken 
fundraiser

See Key » Page A2

Collinsville Library reveals completion of 'Our Town' 
Children's reading area remodeling project promotes local history, encourages reading

Cinthia Rico  | Times-Journal

"Our Town" features colorful 
depictions of various land-
marks and long-standing 
businesses in Collinsville 

including Grave's Hardware, 

El Quetzal, Halls and Cooks 

barber shop among others. 

See Library » Page A7


