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Rainsville Freedom Run 5K and 10K 
annual race is this weekend, June 15 at 
8 a.m.

Jerry Clifton, event coordinator, said 
the number of registrations for runners 
has increased since this time last year. 
Clifton said he and other race coordina-
tors are excited about that. 

Clifton said runners come to Rains-
ville from other countries to participate 
in the Freedom Run. 

“We have runners coming from 
Kenya, Ethiopia, France, Canada, and 
Ireland,” Clifton said. 

According to Clifton, as of now, there 
are runners coming from 12 different 
states across the United States. 

“We have runners from New York 
City and as far away as Colorado,” said 
Clifton.

Clifton also said runners do not have 
to register before the day of the race. He 
said runners can register the morning of 
the race or the night before at the packet 
pick up location.

“I encourage everyone to continue to 
register,” Clifton said. 

Registration is $35, and participants 
may register online at rainsvillefreedom-
fest.racesonline.com. Clifton said online 
registration will close at 10 p.m. CST on 
June 13. 

“We think we have a real shot to hit 
that 1,000,” Clifton said.

Clifton said the response from the 
community has been “phenomenal.” 

“Right now, we have $9,000 in door 
prizes alone and probably half of that, if 
not more, is cash money,” Clifton said. 

This year’s Freedom Run marks its 
11th year in Rainsville. Clifton said the 
event has contributed over $250 thou-
sand to charity. 

First place winner of the 10K will re-
ceive $1000, 2nd place $800, 3rd place 
$600, 4th place $400 and 5th place 
$200.

First place winner of the 5K will re-
ceive $600, 2nd place $400, 3rd place 
$300, 4th place $200 and 5th place 
$100.

Clifton encourages people to come out 
and show support for the runners.
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His Word
Therefore, since we are surrounded by 

such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw 
off everything that hinders and the sin that 
so easily entangles. And let us run with 
perseverance the race marked out for us.

              
—Hebrews 12:1

In celebrating Alabama’s 200th anniversary, an official statewide “Making Alabama” exhibit will 
take place from June 4 through June 28 at Hunt Reception Hall at the Coal & Iron block at 510 
Gault Ave North. The exhibit will be open Monday through Saturday from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. There 
will be a countywide open house with appetizers and refreshments on Thursday, June 13 from 5 
to 8 p.m. Bring your friends and family and enjoy this free sharing of our history together.
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Story and Photos By Kayla Beaty
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T
he DeKalb County Commission presented the 
DeKalb County VFW Farmers Market board mem-
bers with a $2,000 check last week for this year’s 

farmers market season. Farmers market manager Grady 

Dalton is pictured above, with other board members 

receiving the donation check from DeKalb County Com-

mission President Ricky Harcrow. 

At the opening day of the market, Dalton said there 

were at least 10 vendors and that number will increase as 

the season progresses. 

See Farmers on Page 2

DeKalb County supports its farmers
DEKALB VFW FARMERS MARKET
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The Alabama Department of 
Transportation advises motorists 
that construction began today on 
emergency bridge repairs at Inter-
state 59 and DeKalb County 140 at 
Sulphur Springs (Exit 239). 

After the bridge was damaged in 
a crash May 29, ALDOT sought 
bids and awarded a $628,200 emer-
gency contract for repairs to Wright 
Brothers Construction. 

I-59 southbound is currently re-
duced to one lane. Following the 
crash, ALDOT installed concrete 
barriers to protect damaged bridge 

columns so that traffic could be 
safely restored to the inside south-

bound lane while repairs take place. 

The outside southbound lane of 

I-59 and CR-140 in both directions 

at the overpass will remain closed 

until repairs are complete. 

ALDOT anticipates repairs being 

completed sometime in July.  

For more information, media con-

tact, or to stay current on repairs, 

contact Alabama Department of 

Transportation North Region Public 

Information Officer Seth Burkett, at 
56-505-4964 or burketts@dot.state.

al.us.

I-59 emergency bridge repairs begin 

Community scholars institute coming to Fort Payne
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On June 19 through 22, 2019, par-
ticipants in an educational training 
program of the Alabama Folklife 
Association (AFA) will learn more 
about the field of folklore and local 
music traditions. 

During Alabama Community 
Scholars Institute: Sounds of Appa-
lachia, workshops, lectures, and ex-
periences will provide opportunities 
to develop skills and access tools 
and resources to enhance the docu-
mentation, preservation, and presen-

tation of folk music. 
“The AFA is honored to bring 

ACSI to northeast Alabama,” Exec-
utive Director Mary Allison Haynie 
said. “The contributing scholars and 
artists are of the highest caliber and 
share a profound appreciation for 
the musical genres that took root in 
the region and continue to flourish 
today.” 

Training will introduce fieldwork 
methods and ways to present archi-
val material and living traditions 
through arts in education, radio pro-
grams, exhibits, publications, docu-
mentaries, and audio productions. 

Kayla Beaty | Times-Journal

Pictured is Mary Allison Haynie speaking at the 
last Fort Payne City Council meeting.

See Folklife on Page 2

Local race 
attracts global 
participation
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Registration for the Rainsville Freedom Run is $35 
and is open online until 10 p.m. CST June 13.

RAINSVILLE

See Run on Page 2

The Freedom Run starting 
gun sounds June 15 at 8 a.m.

Participants to study and document the sounds of Appalachia
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