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Serving DeKalb County since 1878 – If it’s important to you, it’s important to us

William "David" Vincent 
Verlon Derell Riddle 
Lisa Ann Jackson 
Magnolia Lacy 
Lucille Mitchell 
Darryl Ray Watkins

Dan Chesnut Elrod 
Patricia Diane Crocker 

Williams

See Page A3

Funeral Services

His Word
“But when you ask, you must 

believe and not doubt, because 

the one who doubts is like a 

wave of the sea, blown and 

tossed by the wind.”      

— James 1:6

Inside today
Sheriff's Office proposes 

new countywide 

dispatch software

See page A7

SPORTS
Fort Payne boys top 

Southside in wild 
penalty shootout

See page A10

Story by Bonnie Walters
bonnie.walters@times-journal.com

An 18-wheeler truck 
overturned in Big Wills 
Creek at the South Y in 
Fort Payne [Plaza Road 
SW.] Thursday morning 
around 10 a.m. Officials 
say no one was hurt in the 
accident.

Fort Payne Fire Chief 
Ron Saferite says he isn’t 
sure what caused the 
wreck. “Our guys re-
sponded to assist with the 
mitigation of oil and fuel 
leaking from the truck into 
the creek system,” he said.

Saferite said they used 
a device called a boom, a 
temporary floating barrier, 
to stop contamination into 
the creek from the over-
turned truck.

Truck overturns Thursday at South Y
Responders worked quickly to prevent oil from spilling into Big Wills Creek

Bonnie Walters  | Times-Journal

Pictured, above, the overturned truck crashed in Big Wills Creek on Thursday, April 29, 2021 at the South Y in Fort Payne.

City to 
lease 
DeSoto 
Golf 
Course 
Fort Payne 
native to trade 
corporate life 
for shorts on 
the green

Story by Steven Stiefel
steven.stiefel@times-journal.com

The Fort Payne City 
Council voted in a specially 
called meeting Tuesday to 
lease DeSoto Golf Course 
to Darrell Shankles for 
three years with an option 
for him to 
potentially 
buy it for 
$225,000. 

The city 
bought DeSo-
to Country 
Club in 2008 
for $311,000 
while Bill 
Jordan was mayor. At the 
time, the country club was 
nearly $300,000 in debt 
and faced foreclosure after 
missing payments, ac-
cording to press reports. It 
seemed like a bargain since 
this was about a quarter of 
its tax-assessed value of 
$1.2 million.

Council President Walter 
Watson, who was on that 
council, argued Tuesday in 
favor of the lease agree-
ment, saying it was “time 
to say enough and cut our 
losses. We have one of our 
own who wants to see what 
he can do with it. We need 
to wipe our hands because 
we have other projects 
we’ve got to complete.” 

Watson was also on the 
council in 2013 when they 
rejected a potential buyer 
who contacted then-May-
or Larry Chesser. Watson 
favored selling it then, but 
other council members 

See Golf » Page A6

See Wreck » Page A7

Darrell

Shankles

DeKalb County Parenting Partners 
host spring graduation

Program strengthens parental involvement, leadership building
Story by Cinthia Rico
cinthia.rico@times-journal.com

DeKalb County Schools 
Parenting Partners Program held 
its spring graduation Wednesday 
evening recognizing individuals 
throughout various communities 
for their involvement. 

The DeKalb County Parent-
ing Partners Program provides 
enhanced educational opportuni-
ties designed to promote parental 
involvement, build leadership, 
confidence and positive leaders in 
their homes, schools and com-
munities while also overcoming 
language, economic and work 
barriers. 

“When we started this initia-
tive last year we came up with 
a slogan, “Be There.” With that 
we want to remind you to simply 
be there for your students,” said 
DeKalb County School System 
Parental Engagement Specialist 
Tara Kirby. 

In the program, parents par-
ticipate in a series of 90-minute 
classes over six weeks, and 
through these workshops, parents 
learn skills aimed to build and 
promote vital contributors to their 
child’s success. 

As communities work to put 
COVID-19 in the rear mirror, 
Kirby encourages parents to get 
involved in their local school. 

“I know Fyffe High School 
for instance is really trying to 
start their PTO from the parents 

that have joined this program 
and I think that's excellent,” she 
said. “There are so many schools 
where that has dwindled away, 
and we need parents involved.” 

The spring graduating class 
saw 70 graduates, an advance-

ment from the 51 graduates of the 

fall program. 

Assistant Superintendent 

Jennifer Williams took the stage 

congratulating all participants for 

Cinthia Rico | Times-Journal

Parent participants from across various communities graduated Wednesday evening from the DeKalb County Schools 

Parenting Partners Program which fosters parental involvement and networking for the benefit of children in our area.

See Graduation » Page A8


