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48 27
Today is partly cloudy.

High Low

Today’s Weather

His Word
“Guide me in your truth 

and teach me, for you 

are God my Savior, and 

my hope is in you all day 

long.”      

— Psalm 25:5

Inside today
The Times-Journal 

Top Stories of 2020
See page 2

SPORTS
DeKalb County 

Tournament 
starts next week

See page 8

#4

Funeral Services
William A. "Bud" Stilwell  
Smitty Lynn Wood 
Mark David Snay 
Fairy White 
Lunda Lee Madison 
Dan Wooten 
Billy Ray Barksdale 
Carlton C. Welden 
Buster Carl Jacobs 
Christine Carr 
Henry Don Oliver 
Doris J. Hairston 

 
See Page 3

COVID-19 
case update
Alabama Department 
of Public Health 
reports as of 11 a.m. 
Tuesday:

Alabama
Total cases: 407,848
Total deaths: 5,573
Total tested: 

1,981,019
New cases (last 14 

days): 58,033
Total hospitalizations: 

37,587
Presumed recoveries: 

211,684
DeKalb County
Total cases: 7,458
Total deaths: 68
Total tested: 25,630
New cases (last 14 

days): 727
Symptoms of 

COVID-19 can include:
• Fever or chills
• Cough
• Shortness of breath 

or difficulty breathing
• Fatigue
• Muscle or body 

aches
• Headache
• New loss of taste 

or smell
• Sore throat
• Congestion or 

runny nose
• Nausea or vomiting
• Diarrhea
DeKalb County is 

considered "Moderate 
Risk" for contracting/
spreading of COVID-19. 

For general COVID-19 
questions, call 1-800-
270-7268 or email 
covid19info@adph.
state.al.us.

City receives grant to 
tear down old hospital 

Story by Steven Stiefel
steven.stiefel@times-journal.com

The process of demol-
ishing the old DeKalb 
General Hospital is 
slowly making progress. 

Fort Payne Mayor 
Brian Baine said the 
city received a $450,000 
grant toward that goal. 
He was scheduled to 
meet today with Sara 
James, economic devel-
opment and planning 
director with the Top 
of Alabama Regional 
Council on Govern-
ments (TARCOG), to 
determine what that 
money must be spent 

on as a requirement of 
receipt. 

The hospital, located 
at the 1300 block of 
Forest Avenue in Fort 
Payne, has been cited as 
having multiple envi-
ronmental hazards in 
addition to be generally 
regarded as an eyesore. 
It was built in 1950 and 
served as the county’s 
hospital until 1986, then 
as a retirement commu-
nity until 2003. It has 
sat vacant since 2013. 

TARCOG applied for 
the Community Devel-
opment Block Grant 

Environmental hazards, 
costly demolition stand 
in the way of removal

Story by Cinthia Rico
cinthi.rico@times-journal.com

The Rainsville City 
Council held a budget 
workshop Thursday 
night to discuss possible 
changes to the 2020-21 
budget. 

City Accountant Betty 
Holcomb briefed the 
council on the calcu-
lations she made for 
the budget adjustments 
while asking for the 
councils' input and rec-
ommendations. 

Holcomb said by the 
end of the 2020 budget, 
the city came out about 
what they budgeted for 
the year. 

“We actually had more 
revenues than what we 
had budgeted,” she said. 

“The majority of that 
would be in our gross 
receipts tax.” 

Councilman Arlan 
"Monk” Blevins and 

Mayor Rodger Lingerfelt 

brought up the upgrad-

ing of the Supervisory 

Rainsville Council holds 
budget workshop

Proposed changes include pay at 
Wastewater Treatment Plant
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Local officials including ADECA Director Kenneth Boswell recently visited the site of the old 
DeKalb General Hospital to review progress toward funding its demolition. See Grant » Page 7

Gleydi

Age 9
Sponsored by Dr. Rob

Draw the Weather — See Page 3

Story by Cinthia Rico
cinthi.rico@times-journal.com

DeKalb County Board 
of Education heard an 
update last Thursday on 
a wide range of topics 
from DeKalb County 
Superintendent Jason 
Barnett. 

“We made it through 
the fall semester,” said 
Barnett. “We are really 
proud of the work that 
went into making the 
fall semester a success. 
There were some chal-
lenging times and a lot 
of hard times but we had 
a good semester.” 

Barnett said moving 
forward with the spring 
semester, although it 
will come with a new 
set of challenges, they 

are excited to 
have made it 
this far. 

“We have 
assessments 
coming up, 
a legisla-
tive session 
that’s going 
to determine 

funding for us on a state 
level, graduations and 
proms,” he said. “We 
are going to face those 
with careful consid-
eration and decision 
making to the best of 
our ability.” 

During the Thursday 
nights work session, 
Barnett touched on the 
following topics of 

Superintendent briefs 
board on upcoming 
semester
Barnett says he believes school 
system will have kept 'good budget' 
from March to December

Jason

Barnett

See Schools » Page 6

Cinthia Rico  | Times-Journal
City Accountant Betty Holcomb briefed the Rainsville City 
Council during Thursday night's budget workshop. 

See Budget » Page 7
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Dr. Terrell & Dr. Parker

OPEN 6 DAYS
Capture the moment and share with #mydekalb.

                   See it in the


