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His Word
“He is the atoning 

sacrifice for our sins, 
and not only for ours 
but also for the sins of 
the whole world.”      

— 1 John 2:2

Inside today
FTC to offer hotspots 
for county students 

in remote learning

See page A2

COVID-19 
case update
Alabama Department 
of Public Health reports 
as of 11 a.m. Tuesday:

Alabama
Total cases: 236,865
Total deaths: 3,472
Total tested: 1,544,865
New cases (last 14 

days): 30,785
Total hospitalizations: 

23,942
Presumed recoveries: 

90,702
DeKalb County
Total cases: 4,696
Total deaths: 35
Total tested: 19,894
New cases (last 14 

days): 746

Story by Cinthia Rico
cinthia.rico@times-journal.com

Limon’s Mexican 
Restaurant in Henagar 
is expanding its effort 
to help residents by 
hosting free drive-thru 
Thanksgiving meals this 
Thursday. 

Owner Mario Limon 
said this is their first 
year providing free 
meals for Thanksgiving 
and they are looking 
forward to feeding the 
community. 

“If all goes well and 
God willing, we will 
continue to host this for 
years to come,” he said. 

Limon said they will 
serve meals from 11 
a.m. to 1 p.m. beside the 
front patio of Limon’s 
Mexican Restaurant. 

“The restaurant will 
be closed Thanksgiving 

Limon's 
Mexican 
Restaurant 
to offer free 
Thanksgiving 
meals

See Meals » Page A5

DeKalb County is 
considered "Very High 
Risk" for contracting/
spreading of COVID-19. 
Visit Alabama's COVID 
Risk Factor Indicator 
map on http://ala-
bamapublichealth.gov 
for more information.

For general COVID-19 
questions, call 1-800-
270-7268 or email 
covid19info@adph.state.
al.us. 

Story by Steven Stiefel 
steven.stiefel@times-journal.com

A parole hearing is scheduled for 
Tuesday, Dec. 1 in the case of David 

Lawrence Poole, who is 
serving five life sentenc-
es in prison for convic-
tions in 1990 in DeKalb 
County for production of 
obscene material involv-
ing children. Poole, 77, 
has served 31 years and 
one month. 

The Rainsville resi-
dent was arrested as a 

fugitive from justice in September 
1989 in Lake County, Fla., a month 
after a 17-year-old boy found a video 
camera concealed behind a vent grille 
in the ceiling of the boy's bathroom 
at the skating rink Poole operated. A 
coaxial cable ran from the camera to 
a videocassette recorder in his house 
trailer next to the rink. An investiga-
tion led to the discovery of 91 por-
nographic recordings and a mountain 
of hardcore pornographic magazines 
inside the trailer.

Then-Assistant Police Chief Tim 
Bailey told the Orlando Sentinel 
that some of the tapes showed Poole 
engaging in homosexual activity in 
his trailer, and another tape showed 
a 13-year-old girl having sex with an 
older boy.

Poole was convicted on four 

Convicted child 
pornographer 
to have parole 
hearing Dec. 1

See Hearing » Page A4

FTC wins Torch 

Award from BBB 

Steven Stiefel  | Times-Journal

Farmers Telecommunications Cooperative (FTC) Executive Vice President and General Manager Fred 

Johnson accepts the Torch Award from Robin Isbell, the vice president of finance for the Better Business 
Bureau of North Alabama as staff members look on during a "prize patrol" style presentation. 

David

Lawrence

Poole

Story by Steven Stiefel 
steven.stiefel@times-journal.com

Farmers Telecommu-

nications Cooperative 

(FTC) has been awarded 

the Torch Award from the 

Better Business Bureau of 

North Alabama recogniz-

ing for-profit businesses 
that are positive exam-
ples who maintain a solid 
commitment to conducting 
their business practices in 
an ethical fashion.

“At FTC, we’re keen-
ly aware that we are not 
perfect – no one business 

is – but it is gratifying to 

be recognized as a com-

pany that always at least 

tries to do the right thing 

by people,” said Executive 

Vice President and General 

Manager Fred Johnson. 

See Award » Page A2

SPORTS
Fyffe hosts 
Piedmont in 

semifinal round

See page C2

Story by Steven Stiefel
steven.stiefel@times-journal.com

Fort Payne merchants 
are coming together 
for a joint Black Friday 
experience at the VFW 
Fairgrounds from 6 a.m. 
to 6 p.m. this Friday. 

Summer King, owner of 
The Blue Charm Bou-
tique, said she wanted the 
holiday season to be more 
about shopping locally 
as opposed to Fort Payne 
residents going out of 
town or online in search 

of holiday gift ideas. 
“Rather than going to 

bigger cities, we’re offer-
ing the one-stop-shopping 
experience right here at 
home in Fort Payne,” she 
said. 

The event has attracted 
55 local vendors who will 
set up within 10-foot by 
20-foot booths inside the 
fairground buildings. They 
will offer products rang-
ing from women’s and 
men’s apparel, children’s 
clothing, accessories, 
home décor, gift items 

and food. Entrance to the 
fairgrounds and parking 
are free. The address is 
151 18th Street NE, Fort 
Payne, AL 35967. 

King said the first 20 
people in line will receive 
a free early bird gift from 
some of the participating 
vendors.  

The event will offer “a 
little bit of everything, in-
cluding Christmas décor,” 
she added. 

Food, entertainment 
and hot cocoa will also 
be available at the event. 

It is an opportunity to see 
what variety is available 
from local retailers. Many 
of them are counting on 
strong holiday sales to 
help them become prof-
itable after a tough year 
that included many stores 
shutting down for a por-
tion of the spring during a 
public health emergency. 

Wherever one shops 
this holiday season, it is 
important to remember 
that DeKalb County 
remains under a mandate 
for people to wear a face 

covering when interacting 
with people outside of 
their immediate house-
hold to minimize the 
risk of transmitting the 
COVID-19 coronavirus. 
This is most important 
when social distancing is 
difficult. 

The Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention 
(CDC) recommends using 
hand sanitizer immediate-
ly after touching any com-
mon surfaces or shared 
items like door handles 
and hand railings. 

Local retailers planning Black Friday Boutique 
Market, encourage shopping local for holidays 

David Poole used hidden 
camera to record restrooms 
in local skating rink
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