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Today is sunny.

High Low

Today’s Weather
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Dr. Terrell & Dr. Parker

OPEN 6 DAYS

His Word
“Rejoice with those 

who rejoice; mourn 

with those who 

mourn.”    

— Romans 12:15

Inside today
NACC partners with 
DCSO for Ready to 

Work Program
See page A2

SPORTS
Fort Payne's 

McPherson primes 
for senior season 

See page A9

4th of 
July 
celebrations 

in DeKalb

County

• Rainsville Freedom Fest 
is Saturday, June 26, at the 
Field of Dreams behind 
the Northeast Alabama 
Agri-business center at 1 
p.m. Free kids activities. 
Headlining music at 7 
p.m. Weather permitting, a 
fireworks show will begin 
at 9 p.m

• The City of Fort 
Payne’s Independence 
Day Celebration is Thurs-
day, July 1 at the Sports 
Complex at 101 45th 
Street NE with a perfor-
mance by the Alabama 
tribute band, Boys in the 
Band. The event from 
7:30-9 p.m.

• The City of Henagar 
will host its 39th Annual 
Potato Festival on Sat-
urday, July 3 with crafts, 
games, food, music, 
parade and end with a 
fireworks show. Lineup 
for parade begins at 9 a.m. 
with activities and music 
to follow in the City Park.

• The Town of Cross-
ville’s Stars & Stripes 
Corn Hole Tournament 
will be Saturday, July 3 
at 5 p.m. Signups start at 
4:30 p.m. There will be 
first and second place cash 
prizes awarded. Fee is $25 
per team. 

• The Town of Fyffe 
announced that the Fyffe 
Church of God will hold a 
fireworks show and offer 
free hot dogs to those who 
attend on Sunday, July 4 
from 5-9 p.m., including 
inflatables for children, 
homemade ice cream, and 
gospel singing. 

Got an upcoming event 
you need to publicize? 
Let us know by emailing 
news@times-journal.com 
or by calling 256-845-
2550. 

Rainsville woman drowns 
in flooded Fort Payne creek
Nearly 10 inches of rain reported falling in the area over the weekend

Story by Steven Stiefel
steven.stiefel@times-journal.com

A 23-year-old Rains-
ville woman drowned 
Saturday night as 
a tributary stream 
flowing into Big Wills 
Creek flooded during 
intense storms that 
killed 14 people across 
Alabama. Nearly 
10-inches of rain were 
observed falling local-

ly in a 24-hour period. 

MaKayla Danielle 

Ross was an employee 
of the nearby Santa 

Fe Cattle Co. restau-

rant, which closed on 
Father’s Day Sunday 

in her memory. Her 

funeral services will 
be held Thursday at 

Robertson Chapel. 

Her Facebook page 

shows she married in 

March of this year. 

A GoFundMe page 

was set up to help pay 
for funeral expenses 

and help her husband, 

Jeffrey. 

DeKalb County 

was under a flash 
flood warning follow-

ing hours of intense 

rainfall attributed to facebook.com

MaKayla Ross passed away 
Saturday. See Drowning » Page A7

Rainsville 
man arrested 
on child 
pornography 
charges

Staff Reports
news@times-journal.com

A Rainsville man was 
arrested last Thursday on 
charges of child pornogra-
phy.

DeKalb County Major 
Crime Unit, in conjunction 
with EMACC Human Traf-
ficking and Crimes Against 
Children Task Force, 
conducted a 
search warrant 
at 98 County 
Road 514 
Rainsville on 
June 17, 2021 
after receiving 
a tip of child 
pornography 
being down-
loaded at the 
address. As a result of the 
search warrant, Gregory 
Allen Shankles, 39, of 
Rainsville, was charged 
with Possession of Child 
Pornography (x10). This 
is an ongoing investiga-
tion and more charges are 
expected.

“Thank you to these 
different agencies coming 
together with one com-
mon goal of making our 
community safer,” Sheriff 
Nick Welden said. “We 
appreciate the EMACC 
Center’s Human Trafficking 
and Crimes Against Chil-
dren Task Force for their 
continued support and their 
partnership.”

The DeKalb County Ma-
jor Crime Unit is comprised 
of the DeKalb County Sher-
iff’s Office, DeKalb County 
District Attorney’s Office, 
Fort Payne Police Depart-
ment, Rainsville Police 
Department, and Geraldine 
Police Department.

Gregory
Allen

Shankles

Sleep in Heavenly Peace

Steven Stiefel  | Times-Journal

Sam Weatherly joins Fort Payne City 
Council member Walter Watson to 
work on beds for area children who 
will otherwise sleep on the floor or box 
springs. After watching a television 
show about the Sleep in Heavenly 
Peace organization two years ago, 
Tommy Goodman and his wife Valerie 
felt a calling to help and started a 
chapter in Gadsden. Last Saturday, 
partnering with Lowe’s in Gadsden to 
get lumber at cost, they were joined by 
70 volunteers from the Fort Payne Lions 
Club, Key Club and others to produce 
75 beds at the VFW Fairgrounds. Good-
man said Mike McElhaney of the Lions 
Club has raised over $17,000 for the 
cause. The group just delivered 67 beds 
to children in seven counties, including 
13 in DeKalb County, and Goodman 
estimated 100 beds have been delivered 
locally over the last two years.

Answering the 
call to help out 
local families

Henagar gears up for 39th Sand Mountain Potato Festival
Story by Cinthia Rico

cinthia.rico@times-journal.com

The City of Henagar is 

preparing for its 39th Annual 

Sand Mountain Potato Festi-

val slated for next Saturday, 

July 3 at the Henagar City 

Park. 

The festival welcomes 
attendees from all over the 

surrounding areas to celebrate 

the town’s rich agricultural 
history and the nation’s inde-

pendence. 

Each year, the 4th of July 

celebration kicks off with a 
parade through town. Assis-

tant City Clerk Alicia Wooten 

said the parade lineup begins 

at 9 a.m. at Crye Drive and 

starts making its way to the 
Staff Photo  | Times-JournalSee Festival » Page A7

Rosalyn Malcom Payne 
Melissa "Liz" Blevins
Bobbie Ann Shores
Makayla Danielle Ross 
Brian Eugene Owens 
Willie Joe Smith 
Bonnie Golden

See Page A3

Funeral Services


