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Today is sunny.  

High Low

 Raymond J. Groat  

 Devan Tyler Day 

 John Harold Savage

 Kevin Eugene Higgins 

 Lane Bell 

 William David Cupp, Sr. 

 John Lane Maxwell 
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His Word
“Jesus said to her, “I am the 

resurrection and the life. The 

one who believes in me will live, 

even though they die; and who-

ever lives by believing in me will 

never die. Do you believe this?”           

—John 11:25-26

Inside today
Ivey amends 
state order
See page A5

SPORTS
Coaches weigh 

AHSAA options

See page A8

Story by Steven Stiefel
steven.stiefel@times-journal.com

For a century, Renfro 
focused on manufactur-
ing millions of pairs of 
socks every week at its 
U.S. facilities. That is 
until March 2020, when 
it became apparent that 
the company’s design and 
manufacturing expertise 
could be used to provide 
millions of face masks to 
companies and commu-
nities to help reduce the 
spread of COVID-19. 

Renfro CEO and Presi-
dent Stan Jewell said his 
company swiftly con-
verted its factories to the 
production of face masks.

“In partnership with 
local companies like First 
Choice, Surge Staffing, 
Onin Staffing, Ebsco and 
Cooper Hosiery, Renfro 
has a capability naturally 
fulfilled by our existing 
equipment. Together, we 
are manufacturing masks 
that feature excellent 
protective properties, an 
innovative ergonomic 
design, superior comfort 
and are washable and 

reusable. Within a short 
time, we will be joining 
companies across the 
globe that are extending 
a hand to others, and will 
produce more than one 
million masks per week,” 
he said.

 “We are proud to part-
ner with the City of Ft. 

Payne and with DeKalb 
County to provide pro-
tective masks as one part 
of the solution to combat 
COVID-19,” Jewell said.

Face masks are worn 
to minimize exposure to 
airborne particles and 
respiratory droplets from 
coughing that can con-

taminate the face. Masks 
create a physical barrier 
between the mouth and 
nose of the wearer. They 
are sometimes worn 
with protective eyewear 
as Personal Protective 
Equipment, or PPE.

Fort Payne 
to skip Boom 
Days until 
2021 
City council can’t see 
asking businesses 
for sponsorships in 
the nation's current 
economic climate

Renfro Corporation to 
make protective face masks 
Producing millions of masks means more local job creation  

Tricia Dunne | Times-Journal

Renfro Corporation shared information about protective face masks they are producing at their sock 

mill in Fort Payne to meet the need during a global pandemic. 

Story By Steven Stiefel
steven.stiefel@times-journal.com

Citing uncertainty about COVID-19 
and the resulting impact on the national 
economy, the Fort Payne City Council 
voted Tuesday to cancel the Boom Days 
Heritage Celebration planned for Sept. 18-
19, 2020 and start planning for the 2021 
festival.

Boom Days was the North Alabama 
Mountain Lakes Tourist Association’s 
Event of the Year in 2012, and in 2015, it 
was deemed Alabama’s Event of the year, 
attracting between 12,000-15,000 visitors 
each autumn, with about 15 percent of 
them being overnight visitors, according 
to John Dersham, president/CEO of Visit 
Lookout Mountain Alabama.  

“We can’t put on Boom Days without 
sponsors,” said Council member Johnny 
Eberhart. “And I don’t think we should 
be out asking people for money right now 
after what they’ve gone through.” 

Council President Brian Baine agreed, 
saying, “It is a bad time to try to go out 

See Festival » Page A10

COVID-19 cases 
in Alabama

As of 1 p.m. Tuesday, there are 

8,206 confirmed cases of corona-

virus in Alabama. 94 cases have 

been confirmed in DeKalb County.
• 310 deaths from the virus have 

been reported, and 2 have been 

confirmed in DeKalb County.
• 106,003 people have been tested 

in Alabama so far.

This information was obtained from the Al-
abama Department of Public Health at http://
alabamapublichealth.gov.

If you think you have been exposed to the 
coronavirus, and develop a fever and symp-
toms, such as cough or difficulty breathing, 
call your healthcare provider for medical 
advice.

County announces graduation schedule 
Superintendent says seniors deserve traditional ceremony

Story by Cinthia Rico
cinthia.rico@times-journal.com

DeKalb County Super-
intendent Jason Barnett 
released a statement on 
Tuesday regarding grad-
uation ceremonies for the 
class of 2020. 

In his update Barnett 
provided a tentative 
schedule for all gradua-
tion ceremonies due to the 
COVID-19 crisis for all 
schools within the DeKalb 
County School system. 

“It is my hope and 
prayer that this announce-
ment brings some joy and 
hope to the graduating 
class of 2020, who have 
endured many hardships 
and uncertainties during 
their senior year of high 
school,” Barnett said. 

On March 18, 
he suggested 
there would be 
a graduation 
for each senior 
this year; how-
ever, the details 
were not yet 
arranged. 

“Our seniors 
deserve it and I said we 
would work to make it 
happen. At the time, I 
couldn’t promise what it 
would look like or when 
it would be, simply that 
there would be one,” said 
Barnett. 

He said as of recent 
they are closer to making 
that happen. 

“Each year, I look for-
ward to graduating cer-
emonies where I shake 

hands with the graduates 
and hear the congratu-
latory yells, hand claps 
and the occasional cow-
bell from the stands to 
acknowledge the efforts 
of these students and the 
attainment of this mile-
stone,” Barnett said.

He said his excitement 
for holding the event this 
year is no different than in 
previous years. In fact, it 
may even be elevated due 
to the disappointments the 
young mean and woman 
have gone through this 
year. 

According to Barnett 
there have been many 
ideas passed around in 
regards to how to proceed 
with the graduations and 
holding ceremonies in the 

safest manner possible. 
“Some have suggested 

drive-thru ceremonies 
and others have suggested 
holding individual cere-
monies and putting a film 
together,” he said. 

Each idea is unique and 
would allow students to 
celebrate with their family 
in a unique and memora-
ble way.

However, Barnett said 
DeKalb County Schools 
hold true to many rich 
traditions. One of those is 
the K-12 unit school that 
comprises seven of its 
eight high schools. 

He said with that 
tradition, many of the 
students have attended 

See Graduation » Page A10

Jason

Barnett
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