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eKalb County 
native and 1978 
Sylvania High 

School graduate Jay Al-
len grew up around the 
Henagar/Sylvania area. 

Sergeant Allen, a 
cryptologic linguist, be-
gan her military service 
at the age of 20 when 
she enlisted and joined 
the United States Air 
Force in 1980.

According to Allen, 
she was enrolled in 
college and had taken 
her basic courses when 
she decided to join the 
Air Force. 

“I actually signed the 
paper in February of 
1980, three weeks after 
Iranian hostages were 
taken,” she said. 

Allen served in the Air 
Force from 1980-1984. 
She was a cryptologic 
linguist in the intelli-
gence field. 

“I recorded and 
transcribed live trans-
missions from a target 
country,” she said. 

Although when she 
first began her career in 
the military, she was in 
the field of open elec-
tronics, while at basic 
training, everyone was 
given a language test. 

“I did really well on 
it,” she said. 

Due to her perfor-
mance on the test, Allen 
was asked if she would 
be interested in learn-

ing a 
foreign 
lan-
guage. 

“I 
said yes 
because 
I’ve 
always 
been in-
terested 
in it,” 
Allen 
said. 

She was arbitrarily 
assigned Mandarin 

Chinese 
as her 
foreign 
language 
and was 
sent to the 
Defense 
Language 
Institute in 
Monterey, 
California. 

“I am 
not going 

to lie to you; I struggled 
the whole time I was 
there. I worked with a 

training instructor who 
was a Marine, and when 
I graduated, he had tears 
in his eyes and said, 
‘you were supposed to 
have failed out,’” Allen 
said.

She said graduating 
from the Defense Lan-
guage Institute was one 
of the proudest days of 
her life. 

“They expected me to 
fail out, and I made it.” 

Upon completing her 
basic training and grad-
uating from the Defense 
Language Institute, 
Allen was sent to Good-
fellow Air Force Base in 
San Angelo, Texas, for 
six months of technical 
training. 

“I was in service a 
year-and-a-half before 
I was at my first duty 
station,” said Allen. 

Allen was station in 
Kedena Air Base in 
Okinawa, Japan, for 18 
months, and she also 
had a 45-day tempo-
rary assignment to the 
Philippines in Southeast 
Asia. 

During her stay in 
Japan, Allen said she ex-
perienced two typhoons 
because Okinawa “gets 
a lot of them.” 

“I was stuck in the 
barracks twice, but I 
was young, and when 
you're that young, you 
don’t realize the severi-
ty,” she said. 
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31 19
Today there is a chance of snow. 

High Low

 Jerry Martin
 Wynell Lawrence 
 Aaron Keith Wright 
 Edwina Armstrong 
 Billy Randall Keef Jr. 

See Page 3 
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Football
coverage

His Word
“For you were called to 

freedom, brothers. Only do 
not use your freedom as an 
opportunity for the flesh, but 
through love serve one an-
other.”

 —Galatians 5:13 Page B1

SPORTS EXTRAInside today

Veterans Day 
across DeKalb
See page A4

See Feature on Page A2

Special to the Times-Journal

A group of Fort 
Payne High School 
JROTC cadets took part 
in efforts to make the 
holiday season brighter 
for families in DeKalb 
County by assisting 
with the Marine Toys 
for Tots. 

Twelve students vol-
unteered to break down 
and move seven pallets 
of toys that will be 
distributed to children 
whose parents cannot 
afford to buy them gifts 
for Christmas. 

The Junior Reserve 
Officers' Training Corps 
(JROTC) is a federal 
program, sponsored 
by the United States 
Armed Forces in high 
schools, and also in 
some middle schools, 
across the United States 
& U.S. military bases 
across the world.

JROTC combines 
classroom instruction 
with service to school 
and community, extra-
curricular and social ac-
tivities and the chance 
to take on leadership 

roles. The current FPHS 
JROTC teachers are 
LTC John Walker and 
SGT Joseph Maks. 

Marine Toys for Tots 
Toy Drop Boxes are 
located at 27 venues 
across DeKalb County. 
LaRue Hardinger is the 
Toys for Tots coordi-
nator for NE AL Ma-
rine Corps League Det 
1404. The group dis-
tributed 5,840 toys to 
1,117 children in 2018. 
For more information, 
visit fortpayne-al.toys-
fortots.org

Cadets assist with Marine Toys for Tots
Students volunteer to move pallets of toys for DeKalb families

Pictured are 

students 

moving boxes 

in prepara-

tion for toy 

distribution 

for DHR-ap-

proved 

families that 

will be held 

Dec. 18 and 

19 at the Fort 

Payne Na-

tional Guard 

Armory from 

8 a.m. to 5 

p.m.Contributed Photo

FORT PAYNE

Wilson the sole Democrat 
running for local office

Candidates 
named for 2020 

elections

Story By Steven Stiefel
news@times-journal.com

The slate for the March 3rd Primary elections 
is taking shape. Qualifying ended Friday in Ala-
bama. 

DeKalb County Republican Chairman David 
Gulledge said incumbent Jason Barnett qualified 
for DeKalb County Superintendent of Education. 
Barnett has no GOP Primary challenger and no 
Democrats qualified to run for the job. 

In fact, only one local candidate qualified as a 
Democrat in this election cycle: DeKalb County 
Coroner Tom Wilson, according to Mary Mc-
Guire Smith, chairperson of the DeKalb County 
Democrat Executive Committee. Wilson first won 
the office in 1992 and said Monday that the cor-
oner “doesn’t get involved in politics. I just do 
my job.” No one qualified as a Republican for the 
coroner position. 

Incumbent DeKalb County District Judge Steve 
Whitmire, who has previously run as a Democrat, 
qualified with the state GOP to switch parties in 
this election, Gulledge said. Teresa Darwin Phil-
lips also qualified for the position. 

The sole Democrat on the DeKalb County 
Board of Education, District Two Board Member 
Mark Richards, did not qualify to run again, but 
Republican Chris Andrews did. Randy Peppers is 
unopposed in running for re-election as a Repub-
lican in District One. 

With Whitmire changing parties and Richards 
deciding not to run again, DeKalb County be-
comes solidly Republican. Gulledge said he was 
happy with the interest expressed by the candi-
dates on the GOP side.

Competing in the Republican Primary for 
DeKalb County Commission District One will be 
the incumbent, Shane Wootten, and challenger 

See Qualify on Page A10

Service through speech

Story and Photos By Cinthia Rico
cinthia.rico@times-journal.com

DeKalb County native said military service opened her 
eyes to other cultures, the world 

Cinthia Rico | Times-Journal

Sergeant Jay Allen joined the United States Air Force in 1980. 


