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Funeral Services

His Word
“Now the Lord is the 

Spirit, and where the 
Spirit of the Lord is, 
there is freedom.”   

 — 2 Corinthians 3:17

SPORTS
Undefeated 

Plainview hosting 
Geraldine

See page B2

Inside today
Boom Days sees 

changes in 
musical acts

See page A2

Inside

Inside today
Must-have pantry 

and refrigerator items

See page A6

75 64
High Low

Upcoming Weather
Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

77 63
High Low

79 64
High Low

Serving DeKalb County since 1878 – If it’s important to you, it’s important to us

DeKalb County Ambulance 
Service opens new station

Story by Steven Stiefel
steven.stiefel@times-journal.com

DeKalb County first respond-
ers and citizens who support 
them gathered at the courthouse 
in Fort Payne Friday to once 
again honor the nearly 3,000 
lives lost in the terrorist attacks 
20 years ago.

The Fort Payne Police Depart-
ment presented the colors while 
Georgia Williams sang the na-
tional anthem and a bagpipe per-
formance of “Amazing Grace” 
by Mark Fulgumn concluded the 
ceremony.

Alabama’s 48th Attorney 
General Steve Marshall was the 
guest speaker. He recalled how 

19 al-Qaeda terrorists hijacked 
three U.S. airliners and flew 
them into the World Trade Cen-
ter and the Pentagon. Passengers 

stormed the cockpit of a fourth 
airliner, causing it to crash in a 

Sept. 11 attacks remembered 20 years later 

Jacob Murdock  | Times-Journal

Locals groups and individuals gathered last Friday morning to pay respect 

to the lives lost 20 years ago on Sept. 11, 2001.

Nita Stevens  | Times-Journal

DeKalb County Hospital Association Board of Directors and execu-

tive staff unveiled the new DeKalb Ambulance Service station #4 in 

Rainsville on Friday. The new 5,000-square-foot station is located on 

McCurdy Ave. N along Hwy 75 and is said to provide enough space 

to house its wheelchair van service and two emergency crews at all 

times.  

See Memorial » Page A7

Flag contest to foster a sense of community

Story by Jacob Murdock
jacob.murdock@times-journal.com

The Town of Hammond-
ville is known for sitting 
next to Interstate 59, and 
being a sister town of Valley 
Head. Now, they will soon be 
known for a new town flag. 
The town has announced a 
contest to create a flag that 
will “serve as a symbol of the 

past, present and future of our 
cherished hometown.” This 
contest is designed to harbor 
new life into the city, accord-

ing to Kim Johnson, Ham-
mondville town clerk.

“We want people to be 
proud of the town they’re 
from,” Johnson said. There 
is not only a desire for pride 
for the town, but a sizable 
portion of the town council 
are all new faces. These new 
faces are also the reason 

Town of Hammondville accepting designs from the public

See Memorial » Page A7

Crossville teacher 
advocates for 
childhood cancer 
awareness

Story by Cinthia Rico
cinthia.rico@times-journal.com

The DeKalb County Board of 
Education last Thursday recog-
nized September as Childhood 
Awareness Month. 

Advocate, educator and father 
Jon Bales addressed the board 
sharing a brief synopsis of his son 
Austin's fight with cancer, bringing 
awareness to the disease. 

“I am a proud teacher at Cross-
ville Middle School, and more 
importantly, I am a father to a 
child that at 17 months was diag-
nosed with Leukemia,” he said. 
“For three and a half years, Austin 
fought Leukemia and I am proud to 
say that he is winning that fight.” 

Bales said his son has been in 
remission for more than four years 
now. However, in the DeKalb 
County School System, numerous 
children are fighting daily to beat 
pediatric cancer. 

“Today alone, 47 children in the 
U.S. were diagnosed with child-
hood cancer,” he said. “Every 30 
minutes, a parent hears the words, 
‘Your child has cancer.’’’

Cinthia Rico  | Times-Journal

Pictured is Jon Bales with wife Emily and 

children Aspen and Austin Bales. 

See Cancer » Page A7

Story by Cinthia Rico
cinthia.rico@times-journal.com

The Rainsville City Council held 
a budget workshop Monday night 
to discuss possible changes to the 
city’s fiscal year 2021-22 operating 
budget. 

City Accountant 
Betty Holcomb 
briefed the council 
on the figures and 
adjustments made, 
taking into account 
the council's input and 
recommendations. 

Holcomb said the 
2021-22 budget saw a 5% increase 
in revenue. 

She said the budget is look-
ing good for the year despite the 
ongoing COVID-19 pandemic. 

Rainsville holds 
budget workshop

See Budget » Page A7
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