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Story by Cinthia Rico
cinthia.rico@times-journal.com

The DeKalb County 
Board of Education on 
Thursday heard from 
Moon Lake Elementary 
School local officials and 
residents regarding the 
closing of the school due 
to low enrollment and 
financial hardships. 

DeKalb County Board 
of Education Chairman 
Randy Peppers said it was 
evident with all the emails 
and feedback the board 
received from the commu-
nity that Mentone loves 
Moon Lake Elementary 
School.  

“We’ve read them all 
and everything is taken 
into consideration,” he said 

Moon Lake Elementary 
School Principal Mary 
Lance addressed the board, 
dotting the staff's hard 

work and the support of 
the community who have 
worked hard to make 
Moon Lake a success. 

“The parents and com-
munity support at Moon 
Lake is phenomenal. It’s 
the most that I’ve ever 
seen anywhere in this 
county,” she said. “I’ve 
worked all over the county 
and never saw the support 
for a school like Moon 
Lake has.” 

Lance said the work of 
her staff is shown through 
their efforts and commit-
ment in the classroom. 

“I have two classrooms 
that have four grade levels 
in it. People think, ‘Oh, 
you have small classes,’ 
but when you have two 
grade levels together, it’s 
hard to teach,” she said. 

Moon Lake Elementary to close
County board of 
eduction held public 
hearing Thursday, 
voted unanimously to 
close school after the 
2020-21 school year

His Word
“Jesus called out with a 

loud voice, “Father, into 

your hands I commit my 

spirit.” When he had said 

this, he breathed his last.”      

— Luke 23:46

Inside today
Volunteers needed 

for vaccination clinics 

See page A4

SPORTS
Sylvania girls 

edge Collinsville 
in sub-regional

See page A9
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At left, parent Jessica 

Harper-Brown speaks 

to the school board on 

Thursday. The board 

held a public hearing 

to discuss the possible 

closure of Moon Lake 

Elementary School. 

After the hearing, the 

board voted to close 

the school, citing it as 

a financial strain on 

the county. Moon Lake 

Elementary School was 

founded in 1911 on 

property donated by 

Martha Berry. 
See Closing » Page A8

Story by Steven Stiefel
steven.stiefel@times-journal.com

The Rainsville City 
Council is tackling 
beautification with 
plans to demolish un-
safe buildings.

Councilman Rickey 
Byrum said there are 
40-50 such structures 
throughout the town 
and it will take some 
time to clear them. He 
said it is important to 
prevent rodents that 
spread disease from in-

habiting old structures 
belonging to absentee 
owners and areas over-
grown with tress and 
tall grass. Following 
the passage of Reso-
lution 02-18-2021(D), 
certified inspectors 
will test the unsafe 
buildings for asbestos 
and other banned ma-
terials so they can be 
safely burned.  

“We’ve got to start 
somewhere,” Byrum 
said, proposing the 

Rainsville focuses on beautification 
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Funeral Services
Alma Lee Vashti Beasley 
Vena Lou Blaker 
Cathey Elaine Baggett 
Lorena Marie Hughes 
Willa Sue Gann 
Chales McKinney 

Martha Mae Wooten 
Bessie Marie McGaun
James Alvin Grindstaff 
Kate Greeson Donaghy 
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FPIA to apply for 
grant to install 
charging stations 

Story by Steven Stiefel
steven.stiefel@times-journal.com

Electric vehicle 
charging stations may 
be coming to a new 
parking lot construct-
ed at the intersection 
of Fifth Street North 
and Gault Avenue. 

Ironically, an old gas 
station was demolished 

there and the property 
modified to improve 
the turn radius from 

Alabama 35 to U.S. 11 
northbound.  

Council passes unsafe buildings 
and structures resolution

resolution that passed 
unanimously. 

Byrum also spoke 
about damaged cul-
verts on Everett Road, 
stating that areas of the 
road are caving in. The 
Council approved the 
low bid of $2,800 from 
Jason Wright to do re-
pair work. The Council 
also gave the mayor au-
thorization to negotiate 
during the emergency 
situation to replace the 
culverts and will open 
any bids at the March 1 
meeting.

 
In other business, 

the Council:

• discussed plans by 
the local Tree City USA 
committee to plant six 
water oak trees in the 
parking lot of Plainview 
School to replace trees 
that were removed, 
according to Kayron 
Guffey, chairperson. 
She said the trees will 
be dedicated on Arbor 
Day, which is April 
22nd. Mayor Rodger 
Lingerfelt presented a 
proclamation in ad-
vance of that. Guffey 
told the Council about 
Plainview Fifth grader 
Brinley Summerford, 

See Clear » Page A5

Drivers of electric vehicles would be 
able to browse downtown stores 
and restaurants while recharging

See Charging » Page A4


