
Friday, February 6, 2026 | Vol. 50, Issue 2 www.cannonbeachgazette.com

See JAVADI, Page A2See EVENTS, Page A4See WEBER, Page A3

City hall and police station 
projects progress

WILL CHAPPELL
Gazette Editor

Construction at Can-
non Beach’s new city 
hall and police station 
is well underway, and 
work at the police sta-
tion at the city’s south 

end is about a month 
ahead of schedule.

That keeps the new 
city hall on pace for 
a July 2026 opening, 
while the police depart-
ment may be able to open 
ahead of the projected 
June 2026 date, though it 

will depend on the deliv-
ery of items like furniture 
for the building.

At the police station, 
as of mid-January, doors 
and frames were being 
installed on the build-
ing’s interior while its 
HVAC system was being 

charged. Outside, the 
facility’s six-inch water 
line and fire hydrants 
were being stalled, its 
carport was being framed 
and fencing was going 
in.

The council chamber at the new city hall will offer views towards Haystack Rock.

WILL CHAPPELL
Gazette Editor

As the legislative session 
gets rolling this week, State 
Representative Cyrus Javadi will 
seek to pass transient lodging 
tax reform and advance a ballot 
measure to open Oregon’s pri-
mary elections to the ballot.

Javadi said that while he 
believes the former reform might 
have to wait until next year’s 
long session, he is bullish that 
his and State Senator Suzanne 
Weber’s joint push to allow ju-
risdictions freer use of transient 
lodging tax (TLT) dollars will be 
successful.

“One thing I’ve learned over 
the last couple of terms is that 
there can always be last minute 
hurdles and some of those are 
not recoverable,” Javadi said. 
“What happened last time when 
that bill went to the senate 
committee and it was in there, it 
couldn’t come out, not even the 
senate president could reach in 
and move it and so we wanted to 
have a backup just in case some-
thing fishy happens at the end.”

Javadi’s push to amend the 
split that currently requires 
jurisdictions spend 70% of TLT, 
paid on overnight stays, on 
tourism marketing or facilities 
kicked off last year and was 
nearly successful, passing the 
house before stalling out in a 
senate committee amid political 
infighting. This year, Javadi and 
Weber are bringing matching 
bills before their chambers, seek-
ing to reduce the funds required 
to be spent on tourism-related 
expenses to 40%, allowing coun-
ties tourism to use the remaining 
money for whatever they chose.

While the bill faced stiff 
opposition from the Oregon 
Restaurant and Lodging Asso-
ciation in last year’s session, 
Javadi said that he feels the 
group has been less opposed this 
year and that fellow lawmakers 
continue to support the change 
to give localities more flexi-
bility in a challenging fiscal 
climate. “Right now, I feel like 
the temperature is everybody’s 
struggling across the board and 
giving more local controls and 
flexibility for local governments 
to solve their needs is a winning 
story, winning argument,” Javadi 
said.

For his second sponsored 
bill, Javadi is bringing forward a 
proposal to put a ballot measure 
before voters to change Oregon’s 
primary elections from closed 
to open. Javadi is working with 
Open Elections, a group led by 
former Representative Charlie 
Conrad, and supported by for-
mer Governor Ted Kulongowski 
and former State Senator Betsy 
Johnson, on the proposal, which 
would give major parties the op-
portunity to opt out and pay for 
their own primary elections.

Javadi explained that he felt 
the current system fails to give 
adequate input to the half of 
Oregonians who are registered 

WILL CHAPPELL
Gazette Editor

Heading into her final session 
in Salem, State Senator Suzanne 
Weber is ready to tackle sev-
eral important issues, including 
transient lodging tax reform and 
the state’s education funding 
formula.

Weber, who is ineligible to 
run for reelection following a 
2023 walkout, told the Headlight 
Herald in a recent interview that 
she would probably stay involved 
in public life in some way be-
cause of her passion and exhorted 
others to become similarly 
engaged.

“I get involved in these things 
because I’m interested and I 
care and I wish there were more 
people that would get involved 
in you might say the entry level,” 
Weber said. “Learn what’s going 
on in your city, school boards and 
water boards, find out, because 
otherwise things happen to you 
rather than you knowing and 
being able to influence anything 
that happens.”

With a short five weeks on 
the legislative calendar this year, 
each legislator is restricted to 
sponsoring two bills. 

One of Weber’s bills will be 
a renewal of a push she and State 
Representative Cyrus Javadi led 
last year to amend the state’s 
restrictions on spending for 
transient lodging tax (TLT) dol-
lars. Currently, jurisdictions are 
required to spend 70% of those 
revenues on tourism marketing 
or tourist-related facilities, a 
percentage that matching bills by 
Javadi and Weber seek to reduce 
to 40%.

Weber said that the current 
requirements leave counties like 
Tillamook and Clatsop that see 
high numbers of summer visitors 
underfunded to deal with the im-
pacts those visitors have on law 
enforcement and first responders, 
citing a statistic that 34% of 
Clatsop County’s jail roster in the 
summer months is made up of 
people from outside the county. 
“I need that transient lodging tax 
fixed so that our local munici-
palities that are charging that can 
be able to use it more openly for 
more of the issues that tourism 
brings to the area,” Weber said.

Last year’s push to amend the 
TLT fizzled in a senate commit-
tee due to political infighting 
among Democrats, and Weber 
said that her and Javadi’s tandem 
efforts this year were aimed at 
preventing such an issue from 
recurring. Weber said that Senate 
President Rob Wagner has been 
less involved on the issue this 
year than last, but that she hoped 
to reengage him at an upcoming 
meeting and that she felt the sup-
port from the League of Oregon 
Cities and Association of Oregon 
Counties would help the effort be 
successful this year.

Weber’s other bill seeks to re-
move barriers to the construction 
of replacement dwellings after 
fires or other disasters destroy 
residents’ homes.

Weber explained that the 
issue had come to her attention 

Javadi 
pushes TLT 
reform, open 
primaries in 
short session

Weber 
ready for 
session
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Cannon Beach History Center & Museum 
opens its doors to spring with new 
programs and a packed events calendar

PIERCE BAUGH V
for the Gazette

On a quiet stretch of 
South Spruce Street, the 
Cannon Beach History 
Center & Museum is 
preparing for a season 
that leans as much into 
community as it does 
history.

“We’re always trying 
to do lots of events, if 
we can, without break-
ing our back,” says Liz 
Scott, the museum’s 
executive director. “We 
want the museum to be 
more than just a place 
to explore history — we 
want it to be a gath-
ering space where the 
community can come 
together and visit, share 
ideas and create.”

That idea of the 
museum as a place to 
linger, not just pass 
through, is showing up 
in both its spring lecture 
series and a new weekly 
program aimed at giving 
locals a space of their 
own.

A place to work, 
think — or just 
sit for a while
Beginning March 19, 

the museum will launch 
“Wednesday Workspace,” 
opening its John Williams 
Classroom every Wednes-
day from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
as a free, open community 
space.

Scott describes it as 
something deliberately 
simple: a room where 
people can bring a laptop, 
a notebook, an art project 
— or nothing at all — and 
spend a few hours working 
quietly or talking with who-
ever else happens to stop 
in. Wi-Fi will be available, 
no registration is required, 
and donations are accepted 
to support the museum’s 
operations.

It’s part of what Scott 
sees as the museum’s role 
beyond exhibits and display 
cases — a place where peo-
ple can cross paths, share 
ideas and feel comfortable 
staying awhile.

Fire, shipwrecks 
and forgotten 

stories
The museum’s spring 

schedule also brings back 
its lecture series, which 
will run from late winter 
into early summer and 
feature a mix of histori-
ans, nonprofit leaders and 
local experts.

One of the newest 
additions is a partnership 
with the Cannon Beach 
Fire Department, which 
will host recurring talks 
focused on major disas-
ters in history, paired with 
practical fire prevention 
and community outreach.

The fire marshal 
previously spoke at the 
museum about the Great 
Chicago Fire, and the 
next presentation will turn 
closer to home, focusing 
on the Great Fire of 1922 
in Astoria, a blaze that 
reshaped much of the 
lower Columbia River 
region. Scott said the talk 
is expected in late Feb-

ruary, with the final date 
still being confirmed to 
avoid conflicts with other 
community events.

In March, Cameron 
La Follette, executive 
director of the Oregon 
Place Alliance, will 
visit the museum to talk 
about Broughton Baths, a 
long-gone health spa near 
Pacific City that operated 
in the early 1900s. Once 
known for its mineral wa-
ters and curative reputa-
tion, the site drew visitors 
from across the region 
seeking everything from 
rest to recovery.

On April 16, Zachary 
Stocks, director of Ore-
gon Black Pioneers, will 
speak about York, the en-
slaved man who traveled 
with the Lewis and Clark 
expedition. Stocks, a 
former park ranger at Fort 
Clatsop, has spent years 
sharing Oregon’s Black 
history and the stories 
that often sit just outside 
the margins of traditional 
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with neither political party, 
as many districts do not have 
competitive general elections, 
making one of the primaries 
a de facto general election. 
Under the new system 
proposed by Javadi’s bill, 
all voters would receive a 
primary ballot and select their 
top candidate, with the top 
two vote winners advancing 
to the November general 
election, regardless party 
affiliation. 

In addition to involving 
all voters in meaningful 
elections, Javadi said that he 
also believed the move would 
encourage politicians to take 
less extreme positions. “I 
think what it does for the 
candidates is you have to 
moderate a little bit,” Javadi 
said. “You’re not just playing 
to your base, everybody can 
vote.”

Javadi acknowledged that 
the proposal was likely to 
meet with pushback from the 
parties and that it might be 
necessary to form a working 
group to further explore the 
issue before returning to it in 
2027’s long session.

Aside from his bills, the 
major issue on Javadi’s radar 
for this session is the states 
budget situation, especially 
as it relates to healthcare 

as Oregon grapples with 
substantial changes to federal 
funding for Medicaid. Javadi, 
a dentist by trade, said that 
his practice had previously 
seen Medicaid patients, 
losing around $20 per patient 
to provide what they felt was 
an important service, but that 
at the beginning of the year, 
a 30% cut to their reimburse-
ments had forced them to 
stop. 

A similar situation is 
playing out at medical clinics 
across the state, and Javadi 
explained that the decreased 
reimbursements are coming 
while the federal government 
is asking the state to take on 
an expanded administrative 
role at considerable cost. 
Those two changes are also 
being exacerbated by a recent 
increase in reimbursement 
rates for behavioral health 
providers in Oregon to en-
courage them to see Medic-
aid patients, which has been 
successful, requiring a larger 
share of funding.

“We have to find more 
money to pay for that so we 
can meet the standards so 
we can continue to provide 
Medicaid budgets and SNAP 
benefits,” Javadi said. “So, 
all that’s coming in 2027, 
that’s when the rate impact 
will hit, so the next two to six 
years are going to be crazy 
for healthcare and welfare 
services in general as we try 
to figure out where we’re 
going to find all of the money 
to meet those needs, because 

they don’t go away.”
Javadi said that he felt 

the most expedient option to 
address the issue would be 
decoupling Oregon’s defini-
tion of adjusted gross income 
from the federal definition to 
increase tax revenues. Javadi 
explained that only five states 
use the federal definition and 
that it leaves the state’s rev-
enues vulnerable to changes 
like the policies removing tax 
on tips and overtime wages 
that occurred this year.

While he said that he 
would favor keeping tips 
tax free for those with lower 
incomes, suggesting starting 
to phase out the benefit for 
those making over $75,000 
annually instead of the fed-
eral government’s $150,000 
bar, Javadi said that mak-
ing the change would give 
Oregon more stability in 
budgeting.

“It makes you wonder 
structurally, from a good 
governance point of view, 
when you’re trying to think 
of how do we make it so our 
state is sound, predictable, 
structurally secure, you 
look at something like that 
connect and you say, well, 
let’s just disconnect, then 
we have more control over 
it and we’re not whipsawed 
between administrations,” 
Javadi said.

Javadi said that he will 
also be supporting legislation 
to place a referendum on 
last year’s gas tax increase 
on May’s ballot rather than 
November’s because he 
believes the issue should 
be resolved as quickly as 
possible to secure funding for 
the Oregon Department of 
Transportation.

Finally, Javadi said that 
he expects he and other 
Democrats will try to pass 
legislation to ensure that Im-
migrations and Customs En-
forcement agents operating 
in the state follow state laws 
requiring police not to wear 
masks and provide support 
for those negatively impacted 
by their operations.

“We want the public to 
trust them,” Javadi said. “We 
want to make sure that people 
who are not acting in the best 
interest of the public that they 
serve can be held accountable 
and that they can’t sidestep 
the laws.”

Javadi
Short Session

From Page A1

Move ins begin at Alder Creek Commons
WILL CHAPPELL

Gazette Editor

Following a $2.5-million 
renovation, the former Ne-
halem Bay House assisted 
living facility has reopened 
as Alder Creek Commons, 
with 24 affordable apart-
ments for residents 55 and 
over.

Daryn Murphy, the pro-
ject’s lead developer from 
North Development Group, 
recently gave the Headlight 
Herald a tour of the newly 
updated facility, which had 
welcomed one resident and 
received another dozen plus 
applications.

Alder Creek Commons 
is located on the west side 
of Nehalem, near Bayside 
Gardens, and was originally 
built in 1997 as a 34-room, 
assisted-living facility. It 
operated under that model 
until 2022, when economic 
pressures forced its closure 
and it fell into the ownership 
of CareOregon.

For several years, CareO-
regon officials searched for 
a partner to reopen the fa-

cility, but following three or 
four efforts that fell through, 
they reached out to Murphy, 
who has worked with the 
organization before, about 
renovating the facility.

Murphy, who had also 
led development at the 
nearby Bayside Commons 
apartment complex, agreed 
to become involved and 
secured a Local Innovation 
and Fast Track zero-interest 
loan from the state govern-
ment for $4.3 million and a 
grant from CareOregon for 
$500,000. 

Those funds allowed 
Murphy to purchase the 
building and begin renova-
tions to convert the building 
from an assisted-care to 
independent-living facil-
ity. That entailed reducing 
the number of units from 
34 to 24 to allow room for 
kitchenettes to be expanded 
into kitchens, as well as a 
complete upgrade to all in-
terior and exterior finishes, 
including siding, roofing, 
flooring and wall painting.

With the renovation 
complete, the building now 

has six studio, 16 one-bed-
room and two two-bedroom 
apartments, as well as a 
community room and com-
munal laundry room. The 
apartments are open to those 
55 years of age or older and 
earning less than 50% of 
the area’s median income, 
and rents will be $731 for 
the studios, $783 for the 
one-bedroom apartments 
and $940 for the two-bed-
room apartments.

Each bedroom features 
an accessible shower and 
full kitchen, and residents 
will have access to a storage 
locker in the building. 
Murphy said that an internal 
courtyard in the building 
could also be used for a 
communal garden once drier 
weather arrives, if residents 
desire.

Murphy said Cascade 
Management is managing 
the property and that most 
prospective clients were 
probably in contact with 
somebody at CareOregon 
or another social services 
organization that could help 
them navigate the applica-

tion process, but that if they 
weren’t, they should reach 
out to the property man-

ager. As of mid-January, 
one person had moved into 
the building and Murphy 

said that around 15 more 
applications had been 
received. 

Alder Creek Commons’s renovation included new roofing and siding, as well as updated landscaping 
and the addition of parking spots.

The kitchen in one of the one-bedroom apartments at Alder Creek Commons. 

The common room in the new building will be open for residents to have events and feature artwork 
from local artists.
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City Hall
and Police Station

From Page A1

City hall crews were 
working to connect power 
and domestic water at the 
site, with fire suppression, 
plumbing and mechanical 
systems already installed. 
Dry wall installation was 

in its early stages and set 
to shift into high gear in 
the coming weeks, while 
work on the roof and 
installing a base layer for 
siding was under way on 
the building’s exterior.

The facilities’ genera-
tors have been installed 
and the construction team 
was looking for local arti-
sans with whom they could 
work on signs for the new 
buildings.

Work on the police station at the city’s south end has progressed quickly and is ahead of schedule. 

after a constituent in rural 
Multnomah County lost their 
home in a fire in August 
2023, and was told by the 
county that the original 
permits for their home had 
been lost, which would 
require them to go through 
a full permitting process 
that would take up to two 
and a half years. Weber said 
that with support from her 
office, the issue had been 
resolved, but that it had 
shown the need for reform.

Weber’s bill would 
require local governments 
to approve the replacement 
of a dwelling if the former 
dwelling on the property 
met a list of requirements, 
including having electric-
ity, plumbing and heating, 
and if property taxes were 
paid on the dwelling for 
more than ten years, even if 
permits for the prior dwell-
ing are missing.

By dint of her mem-
bership on the education 
appropriations commit-
tee, Weber has also been 
involved in an ongoing 
reevaluation of the qual-
ity education model used 
since 1999 to determine 
the proper level of funding 
for Oregon schools. Weber 
said that she and other 
committee members are 
looking at what is included 

in the model and plan to 
bring a bill updating the 
requirements for the model 
to the full legislature before 
the end of session.

“We get the reports and 
they say we’re not spend-
ing enough money. Do we 
do anything about it? No, 
we accept the report,” We-
ber said. “Okay, so maybe 
we ought to look at what’s 
required and a little bit bet-
ter picture of what we can 
do to fully fund education.”

Weber will also seek 
$225,000 in funding for the 
Nehalem Bay Food Pantry 
and $155,000 for a traffic 
signal outside the fire 
station at the intersection of 
Highways 26 and 47 in the 
annual capital construction 
bill and participate in task 
forces focused on drinking 
water and hunger.

Looking ahead, Weber, 
who walked out of the 2023 
legislative session in protest 
against a bill aiming to 
protect reproductive rights 
and gender affirming care, 
rendering her ineligible 
to run for reelection, said 
that she is still mulling her 
options, including running 
for office in Tillamook 
where she was previously 
mayor, andwing at all my 
options,” Weber said. “I 
haven’t made any deci-
sions yet. I’m still wishing 
that I could have continued 
for another term, but that 
isn’t in the cards. I find 
this work very challenging 
and I’ll have a lot of time 
on my hands.”

Weber
Ready for Session

From Page A1

Merkley focuses on Trump in Tillamook town hall
WILL CHAPPELL

Gazette Editor

United States Senator Jeff 
Merkley largely focused on 
his resistance to the Trump 
administration’s policies 
and actions at a town hall at 
Tillamook High School on 
January 17.

Merkley voiced strong 
opposition to the recent 
military operation remov-
ing Venezuelan President 
Nicolas Maduro to the United 
States and discussed a list he 
recently compiled of ten strat-
egies used in recent decades 
to undermine democracy as 
a basis to continue his fight 
to prevent Trump from doing 
the same in America.

“We know that we have 
to fiercely hold our elected 
leaders accountable, all of 
us, even me,” Merkley said, 
“but maybe you’re making 
me think about what else I 
can do, because when I go 
to town halls and people say, 
‘Jeff Merkley, you haven’t 
done enough.’ I’m thinking, 
what else can I do?”

At the town hall, Tilla-
mook County Commissioner 
Paul Fournier introduced 
Merkley, who presented a 
flag flown over the United 
States Capitol to members 
of the Nehalem Bay Health 
District’s board of directors in 
recognition of their recently 
completed pharmacy and 
clinic project.

Merkley then addressed 
the crowd, sounding the 
alarm about the dwindling 
Social Security Trust Fund, 
which is set to reach a zero 
balance within seven years, 
causing a cut of 25% to social 
security payments. Merkley 
said that he was using his role 
on the budget committee to 
agitate for a solution ahead 
of the problem becoming an 
emergency for millions of 
retirees.

“Why do we have to wait 
until the last second when 
there’s a crisis and it’s harder 

to fix it,” Merkley asked 
rhetorically. “Let’s actually 
do something before we reach 
kind of a cliff and show that 
we can actually govern in this 
United States of America.”

Constituents then began 
asking question of Merkley, 
with most focused on dis-
agreements with the admin-
istration.

In response to a question 
about the release of the 
Epstein files, as required by a 
December 2025 bill, Merkley 
said that he would do what 
he could to make court orders 
compelling the justice depart-
ment to follow the law stick.

On the subject of Ven-
ezuela, Merkley took the 
president to task for taking 
the action not in support of 
democracy, but to secure 
control of the country’s oil 
reserves. Merkley said the 
move represented a return 
to a longtime U.S. foreign 
policy of supporting dicta-
tors as long as they allowed 
American companies access 
to their resources, engender-
ing anti-American sentiment 
around the world.

“It’s undermining our 
reputation for promoting 
democracy,” Merkley said. 
“Our damage to the alliances 
is hurting us in terms of not 
just intangibles like respect 
but tangible stuff like people 
being willing to work with 
us on trade agreements and 
we’re not having any princi-
ples that help us go forward in 
an orderly world and pros-
per, so I think it’s a massive 
mistake.”

Asked about damage to 
Hangar B at the Port of Tilla-
mook Bay, Merkley said that 
completing a study of repairs 
needed to fix the structure 
should be the priority and 
mentioned Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency 
money as a potential funding 
source.

When asked about how 
the Democratic Party could 
appeal to voters on the core 

issues Merkley has identified 
as key to American families, 
healthcare, housing, jobs and 
education, Merkley said that 
he didn’t like to make his 
town halls partisan but instead 
to focus on his positions. On 
that front, Merkley called 
attention to the fact that 
President Donald Trump in 
recent weeks has adopted two 
of his ideas for increasing af-
fordability, prescription drug 
control prices and barring 
hedge funds from owning 
single-family homes, citing 
it as evidence that he was 
still in touch with issues that 
resonated on both sides of the 
aisle.

More generally, Merk-
ley said that his view of 
the current system was that 
the wealthy had too much 
influence through dark money 
donations and were able to 
induce legislators to craft new 
laws that made them wealth-
ier, a dynamic that needed to 
be reversed. “If we want to 
make this country work better, 
it can’t be a families-lose-bil-
lionaires-win version of the 
world,” Merkley said. “It has 
to be families thrive; billion-
aires pay their fair share.”

Responding to a question 
about how concerned citizens 
could take action to protect 
democracy, Merkley pointed 
to a pamphlet that his staff 
had handed out to town hall 
attendees titled “Ring the 
Alarm Bells: The Ten Rules 
of Trump’s Authoritarian 
Playbook.” Merkley said that 
he had researched democra-
cies from around the world 
that had failed in recent 
decades, saying that armed 
coups had receded from 
prominence, replaced by a 
slow drift to authoritarianism 
and that he had studied the 
commonalities from those 
situations to compile the list.

The list includes items 
like pack the government 
with loyalists, disregard due 
process, silence free speech 
and steal congress’ power 

of the purse, and culminated 
with rigging the next elec-
tion, which Merkley accused 
Trump of working to do. 
“The president’s rigging the 
next election,” Merkley said. 
“He’s doing this national 
voter database so it can be 
purged before the next elec-
tion, you’ll show up and you 
won’t be able to vote.”

Merkley praised the Or-
egon Secretary of State and 
Attorney General for fighting 
to protect the state’s ability 
to conduct vote-by-mail elec-

tions. Merkley said that ev-
eryone deserved the option to 
vote by mail and that “saving 
our election system has got 
to be a top priority when we 
have a congress that is under 
different leadership.”

Finally, in response to a 
question from a college student 
about affordability of classes, 
Merkley said that he believed 
the United States had the finan-
cial resources to make college 
debt free for all students and 
that he would continue to 
advocate for that policy.

“If other developed nations 
can afford to do that, we can 
afford to do that,” Merkley 
said. “We can’t afford to do 
it if we’re spending on wars 
like Afghanistan and Iraq, we 
can’t afford to do it if we’re 
doing tax bills that give $30 
billion to the richest Ameri-
cans, we can’t afford to do it 
if we’re spending $40 billion 
to help out some right-wing 
ruler in Argentina. We’ve got 
to focus on the fundamentals 
so we can deliver for the next 
generation.”

U.S. Senator Jeff Merkley addresses constituents at a town hall at Tillamook High School on January 
17.

Cannon Beach’s new city hall will sit on the same Gower Street site as the old building.
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Church Services by the Sea
Cannon Beach to Nehalem

Nehalem
Nehalem Bay 
United Methodist Church
36050 10th Street, 
Nehalem, OR
(503) 368-5612
Pastor Celeste Deveney + 
Sunday service 11 a.m.

Food Pantry
Open Friday, Saturday & Monday
10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Wednesday
March - October 2 p.m. to 6 p.m.
November - February noon to 4 p.m.
Nehalem Senior Lunches
Tuesday & Thursday served at noon
email: nbumcnsl2020@gmail.com

To feature your spiritual organization on this panel:
Contact Katherine at (503) 842-7535, headlightads@countrymedia.net.

ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS 
HERE TO CREATE 

TOP OF-MIND-AWARENESS 
CALL 503-842-7535 TODAY!

ARBORIST - TREE CARE

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

CONSTRUCTION

LANDSCAPING

BoB McEwan construction, inc.
Excavation • undErground utiitiEs

road work • Fill MatErial
sitE PrEParation • rock

owned and operated by Mike and Celine MCewan

Serving the paCifiC northweSt SinCe 1956 • CC48302

503-738-3569
34154 Hwy 26, Seaside, OR

P.O. Box 2845, Gearhart, OR

Laurelwood FarmLaurelwood FarmLaurelwood Farm

Laurelwood Compost • Mulch • Planting MacMix
Soil Amendments

34154 HIGHWAY 26
SEASIDE, OR

503-717-1454

YARD DEBRIS DROP-OFF
(no Scotch Broom)

H
49

57
3

ISA Certified Arborists 
ISA Board-Certified Master Arborist

ISA Tree Risk Assessment 
Qualified 

Comprehensive Service, 
Pruning/Removal, 

Stump Grinding/Hazard 
Evaluations 

(503)791-0853 
www.arborcarenw.com 

Care for Your Trees H20157
CCB#171855 

WA#ARBORCI909RW 

Locally Owned and Operated
Since 1984

Design • Installation • Maintenance
Licensed and Bonded

503.436.1847
Rita and Michael FRailey

P.O. Box 126 • Tolovana Park, OR • 97145
State License #8244

www.cblandscape.com
cblllc@qwestoffice.net
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 The deadline for advertising, letters to the editor, 
press releases, obituaries and legal notices is 10 a.m. 

on Monday the week of publication. 
Publication dates subject to change.

March 6	 March 2, 10 a.m. 
April 3	 March 30, 10 a.m.
May 1	 April 27, 10 a.m.
June 5	 June 1, 10 a.m.
July 3	 June 29, 10 a.m.
August 7	 August 3, 10 a.m.
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November 6	 November 2, 10 a.m.
December 4	 November 30, 10 a.m.

Name: 
Samuel Tallman
Date of Birth: 
January 18, 1957
Date of Death: 
January 15, 2026
Place of Death: 
Seaside, OR

Death 
Notice

accounts.
In May, the museum will 

welcome back historian 
Robert Bailey for a May 
14 talk on the USS Shark, 
the 1846 shipwreck tied 
to the origin of Cannon 
Beach’s name. Scott says 
presentations on the Shark 
have been relatively rare, 
and she expects strong 
interest from both locals 
and visitors.

The lecture series will 
continue into early sum-
mer with a June 6 book 
talk by author Steve For-
rester, whose work focuses 
on Oregon political figure 
Richard Neuberger. The 
event is part of a regional 
book tour and is expected 
to draw readers from 
across the coast.

Honoring a 
local legacy

Alongside the lectures, 
the museum is preparing 
a new Women’s History 
Month exhibit set to open 
in March, centered on Sue 
Gordon, a community fig-

ure who launched a local 
arts and education program 
in 1969 known as “Hay-
stack ’69.”

The exhibit is being 
developed with Gordon’s 
daughter, Laurie, and 
will highlight Gordon’s 
broader work in education 
and community programs. 
Scott says the project re-
flects the museum’s ongo-
ing effort to bring forward 
stories that haven’t always 
been fully represented in 
its permanent displays.

Tea, books and 
Earth Day ideas
Outside the regular 

lecture series, the museum 
will host a ticketed tea 
and book launch on May 9 
at 11 a.m. with historical 
novelist Jane Kirkpatrick, 
whose latest book is part 
of a series about Mary 
Griest See, a well-known 
Cannon Beach mail carrier. 
Proceeds from the event 
will support museum pro-
gramming.

Looking ahead to April, 
Scott says the museum is 
also exploring events tied 
to Cannon Beach’s “12 
Days of Earth Day.” Possi-
bilities include a talk with 
the Wildlife Center of the 
North Coast, a facilitated 
community conversation 
through Oregon Humani-
ties, and a hands-on work-
shop where visitors can 
make reusable beeswax 
wraps as an eco-friendly 
alternative to plastic wrap.

For Scott, all of it — 
from lectures to open 
workspaces — comes back 
to the same idea: making 
the museum a place people 
feel connected to, not just 
informed by.

Final dates, ticket infor-
mation and event details 
will be announced by the 
Cannon Beach History 
Center & Museum as they 
are confirmed.

Museum address: 
Cannon Beach History 
Center & Museum, 1387 S. 
Spruce St.

Events
Cannon Beach

From Page A1An article in last 
month’s Gazette review-
ing the year in Cannon 
Beach incorrectly stated 
that a ballot measure 
seeking to restrict city 
spending passed in May 
2025, when in fact it 
failed by nine votes.

Correction re: 
Year in review
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Reading Challenge, 
Avian Families & 
Oregon History
By PHYLLIS BERNT
Library Volunteer

The month of February 
is short on days, but long 
on events and activities at 
the Cannon Beach Library 
(131 N Hemlock). Readers 
can read for chocolate and 
ice cream. Young patrons 
can make Valentines after 
learning about bird families. 
Patrons can explore Oregon 
history with the Cannon 
Beach Reads Book Club and 
the NW Author Speakers 
Series.

Patrons have until Feb-
ruary 23 to complete the 
Winter Reading Challenge. 
The Challenge is open to 
everyone, residents and 
visitors. To participate, 
readers complete a playing 
card that they can pick up at 
the library or download from 
the library website (www.
cannonbeachlibrary.org).

Playing cards include 
squares specifying types 
of books or activities, for 
example reading a book by 
an Oregon author or playing 
a board game. Squares are 
crossed off as a book is read 
or an activity is completed. 
Once all squares are crossed 
off, readers are eligible 
for the grand prize: a $10 
coupon to the Chocolate 
Cafe and a scoop from Suzy 
Scroops.

Young patrons will wel-
come Portland author and 
wildlife photographer Fern 
Wexler at 1 p.m. on Satur-
day, February 7.  Wexler 
will read from their book 
“Families of a Feather.”

“Familiies of a Feather” 
is a richly illustrated picture 
book that celebrates and 
shares the diversity of family 
structures by exploring a 
variety of bird families and 
the many ways birds care for 
and raise their young. The 
book includes a short field 
guide. 

Wexler is a dedicated 
naturalist and birdwatcher, 
with a passion for helping 
children experience nature. 
Wexler, who was awarded 
the 2020 Audubon Youth 
Leadership Award, volun-
teers at the Bird Alliance of 
Oregon. 

After Wexler’s presenta-
tion, children are encouraged 
to stay for a Valentine’s 
crafting activity to make 
their own special Valentine’s 
Day cards. This activity is 

best for children 0 to 8 years 
of age, but all ages–includ-
ing parents, grandparents and 
older siblings–are welcome 
to listen and craft.

Participants in the Cannon 
Beach Reads Book Club 
will explore Oregon history 
when they meet at 5 p.m. 
Wednesday, February 18, to 
discuss “To Build a Ship,” 
by Oregon author and artist 
Don Berry.

This will be a hybrid 
meeting, with participants 
able to take part in person at 
the library, or virtually (con-
tact book club coordinator 
Joe Bernt bernt@ohio.edu 
for the Zoom link).

“To Build a Ship” is a 
historical novel about a 
small group of settlers in 
Tillamook Bay in the early 
1850’s. The mountains and 
impenetrable forests of the 
region mean the ocean is 
their only link to the rest of 
the world, and they rely on 
vessels entering Tillamook 
Bay for trade. So, when the 
settlers learn that the only 
captain willing to enter 
their treacherous harbor has 
died, they realize they are 
stranded. The settlers decide 
their best option is to build 
their own schooner.

At first all goes well, but 
tensions among the set-
tlers develop as they deal 
with the challenges of this 
complex undertaking. There 
is a death, with a resulting 
murder trial; and there is 
mounting friction with the 

Indigenous inhabitants of the 
area. 

“To Build a Ship” is the 
final novel in Don Ber-
ry’s trilogy about Oregon 
settlers; the other books are 
“Trask” and “Moontrap,” 
which was nominated for the 
National Book Award. Prior 
to writing the trilogy, Berry 
published science fiction 
stories in various magazines. 
He, along with poets Lew 
Welch, Philip Whalen, and 
Gary Snyder, with whom he 
shared an interest in Eastern 
religion, were known as the 
West Coast Beats. Berry was 
an early adopter of the inter-
net as a publishing medium. 
He posted stories, essays and 
anecdotes on his website, 
‘Berryworks.’  

Corey Le will lead the 
discussion on February 18. 
Coffee and cookies will be 
provided at the library. New 
members are always wel-
come.

The NW Author Speakers 
Series will welcome jour-
nalist and editor Stephen 
Forrester at 2 p.m., Saturday, 
February 21. Forrester will 
discuss his recent biography, 
“Richard Neuberger: Oregon 
Politics and the Making of a 
US Senator.”

Patrons can enjoy Forres-
ter’s talk in-person at the li-
brary or virtually through the 
library website. Forrester, in 
this extensively researched, 
skillfully written biography, 
describes Neuberger as a 
man “who was in many 

ways ahead of his time and 
who made such a difference 
to Oregon and the nation.” 
Forrester’s assessment of 
Neuberger is right on target.

Richard Neuberger was 
the second Jewish person to 
be elected to the US Senate 
after passage of the 17th 
Amendment required US 
Senators to be elected by 
popular vote instead of ap-
pointed by state legislatures. 
He was also the first Dem-
ocrat to be sent to the US 
Senate from Oregon in 40 
years. His election marked 
the beginning of Oregon’s 
transition from conservative 
and reliably Republican, to 
the Blue State it is today.

Prior to his election to 
the Senate in 1954, Neu-
berger had been active in 
state politics, serving in 
both the Oregon House and 
State Senate. He was also a 
journalist from an early age, 
writing for the Oregonian as 
a teenager and for The New 
York Times while still in 
college. A prolific freelance 
writer, Neuberger published 
six books and over 700 arti-
cles in his too-short lifetime.

Neuberger was an outspo-
ken liberal who supported 
workers’ rights and civil 
rights. He was an early con-
servationist who fought for 
the creation of the Oregon 
Dunes National Recreational 
Area. Neuberger’s Senate 
career was cut short in 1960, 
nine months before the end 
of his six-year term, when 

he died of a cerebral hem-
orrhage at 47. His wife, and 
political ally, Maurine Brown 
Neuberger, was elected to his 
Senate seat in 1960.

Despite his contributions 
to Oregon and his activi-
ties on the national stage, 
Richard Neuberger has 
been virtually forgotten, an 
oversight Stephen Forrester 
hopes to fix with this biogra-
phy, which he has researched 
and written over the past 40 
years.

Forrester seems espe-
cially qualified to write 
about Neuberger. Neuberger 
was a family friend, whom 
Forrester greatly admired. 
Forrester had some knowl-
edge of the U.S. Senate, hav-
ing been a Senate page for 
Senator Maurine Neuberger 
and a Washington correspon-
dent. And he is a long-time 
journalist.

Stephen Forrester worked 
in the newspaper business 
for over 50 years, 33 of those 
years as editor and publisher 
of The Daily Astorian. After 
attending Portland State, 
Forrester worked for the 
Sellwood Bee. In 1974, he 
and four colleagues started 
Willamette Week, for which 
he was the managing editor. 
In 1978, he took over A. 
Robert Smith’s bureau 
and became a Washington 
correspondent until coming 
back to Oregon as editor, and 
then publisher, of the Daily 
Astorian.

 AT THE LIBRARY

Kacey KC would be 
the first permanent, 
female leader of the 
Oregon Department of 
Forestry in its 115-
year history

ALEX BAUMHARDT
Oregon Capital Chronicle

After a year-long 
search, Gov. Tina Kotek 
has chosen Nevada’s state 
forester to take the helm of 
the Oregon Department of 
Forestry.

Kacey KC would be 
the first woman to perma-
nently hold the director’s 
position in the 115-year-
old agency’s history. 
The Oregon State Senate 
would need to confirm her 
appointment during the 
upcoming legislative ses-
sion before she could take 
office on March 1.

KC, from Nevada, most 
recently spent eight years 
as Nevada’s State Forester 
Firewarden and three years 
as president of the Na-
tional Association of State 
Foresters.

“Kacey KC brings 
tenacity and a get-it-done 

style to her management 
approach and knows how 
to build strong partnerships 
across all levels of gov-
ernment to tackle complex 
challenges,” Kotek said in 
a statement.

It’s also the first 
time Kotek has had the 
authority to choose the 
state forester, rather than 
leaving the decision to the 
governor-appointed Board 
of Forestry, following the 
passage of Senate Bill 
1051 during the summer.

Leading up to the 
change in hiring author-
ity in 2025, the Oregon 
Department of Forestry 
had been roiled by contro-
versies in 2024, including 
going to the Legislature for 
emergency money to cover 
its wildfire season bills, 
executive investigations 
and firings over workplace 
misconduct, as reported by 
The Oregonian/Oregon-
Live. Former director Cal 
Mukumoto resigned early 
last year at the urging of 
Kotek and the agency has 
been run by interim direc-
tor Kate Skinner, who was 
previously lead forester in 
the Tillamook district.

The Oregon state for-

ester reports to the gover-
nor and the forestry board, 
and oversees the manage-
ment and protection of 
745,000 acres of forest-
land owned by the state of 
Oregon, as well as wildfire 
protection for 16 million 
acres of forestland in the 
state. All of this requires 
negotiating the desires of 
environmentalists, logging 
companies, tribes and pri-
vate property owners.

They also oversee a bi-
ennial budget of more than 
$570 million and roughly 
1,400 employees.

KC holds a bachelor’s 
degree in forestry from 
the University of Montana 
and is an alumna of the 
Peace Corps, where she 
volunteered for two years 
on community forestry 
projects in Nepal. After-
ward, she returned to her 
home state to work for 
the Nevada Division of 
Forestry, then spent 10 
years working on wildfire 
fuels reduction programs at 
the Nevada Department of 
Conservation and Natural 
Resources, including as 
program manager of the 
state’s Sagebrush Ecosys-
tem Program.

She returned to the for-
estry division as a deputy 
administrator of wildfire 
management in 2015, and 
in 2018 Nevada’s gover-

nor appointed her as state 
forester firewarden.

In 2021, she was ap-
pointed by Congress to a 
national Wildland Fire Mit-

igation and Management 
Commission to update the 
nation’s wildfire protection 
systems, and in 2023 her 
peers elected her president 
of the National Association 
of State Foresters.

“I am extremely excited 
for the opportunity to join 
the Oregon Department 
of Forestry team,” KC 
said in a statement. “While 
I am not from Oregon, 
my experience at both the 
national and state level 
equips me to deepen key 
relationships while leading 
and supporting the strong 
work and mission of the 
Department.”

https://oregoncapital-
chronicle.com/2026/01/22/
gov-tina-kotek-picks-neva-
da-state-forester-as-first-
woman-to-lead-oregon-for-
estry-department/

Oregon Capital Chron-
icle is part of States 
Newsroom, a network of 
news bureaus supported by 
grants and a coalition of 
donors as a 501c(3) public 
charity. Oregon Capital 
Chronicle maintains edito-
rial independence. Contact 
Editor Lynne Terry for 
questions: info@oregon-
capitalchronicle.com. 

(Photo courtesy of Gov. Tina Kotek’s Office)
Kacey KC. 

Gov. Tina Kotek picks Nevada state forester as 
first woman to lead Oregon Forestry Department

Council discusses food pantry relocation
WILL CHAPPELL

Gazette Editor

With its current home in 
the Cannon Beach Elemen-
tary School’s gymnasium 
unfit for continuing use due 
to a bad roof, the Cannon 
Beach Community Food Pan-
try board’s chair discussed 
solutions to the problem with 
the city’s council at a work 
session on January 13.

Councilors also discussed 
supporting the addition of 
new lifeguard chairs to the 
city’s beach using transient 
lodging funds and the policy 
for the city to acquire new 
artwork using the same 
funding.

The food pantry issue 
came before the council after 
the pantry’s current home, 
always intended as a tempo-
rary solution, was determined 
to have a failing, unfixable 
roof that is leading to water 
intrusion.  The pantry’s board 
chair said that the group 
could set up in the school’s 
classroom building on a 
temporary basis and continue 
95% of their operations, 
though the suitability of water 
and electricity for pantry 
operations was unclear. The 
board chair said that the 
pantry hoped to gain approval 

for this course of action while 
they work on a permanent 
solution, as close to the Ne-
cus property as possible.

Jennifer Beattie from the 
Oregon Health Authority, 
which supports the pantry, 
chimed in and said that the 
pantry could continue oper-
ations at the school without 
seeking a new permit. Beattie 
also said that the electricity 
in the schoolhouse building 
had been working when the 
pantry first moved to the site, 
but that they would need to 
reevaluate it to determine if it 
could support the necessary 
refrigeration.

Beattie also said that there 
were two interior vehicle 
bays at the school, each 
around 1,800 square feet, that 
would serve as good replace-
ments for the pantry’s current 
1,905-square-foot home, 
and that the pantry could be 
operating from one of them 
in several months. Councilors 
agreed to the temporary move 
and to support work towards 
a long-term solution.

Council also discussed a 
policy to guide the city’s ac-
quisition of artwork for pub-
lic places, with a Tourism and 
Arts Commission Member 
Thom Allison. Allison said 
that the committee did not 
currently have a formal arts 

policy but that they wanted 
to focus on supporting artists 
from Tillamook and Clatsop 
County and that the com-
mittee should be the group 
putting together proposals for 
pieces of art for council.

Allison said that once the 
committee had worked with 
council to identify a location 
for a piece of art and scope, 
they would get word out to 
the art community about the 
desired work and gather public 
feedback to help select a piece.

Councilor Gary Hayes 
asked about the timeframes 
and budgets for the work, 

while mentioning that the city 
had spaces at both the new city 
hall and police station, as well 
as the Cannon Beach Elemen-
tary project. Allison said that 
the commission would need a 
location to guide the solicita-
tion process for new art and 
suggested that it would work 
with the city council on that.

Hayes followed up with 
a question about who would 
initiate the art acquisition 
process and the city’s attorney 
suggested that all requests 
for public art installation go 
through the tourism and arts 
commission.

Council also discussed 
their intention to approve an 
award of $60,000 to help the 
Cannon Beach Rural Fire 

Protection District purchase 
two new lifeguard towers to 
replace their single current 
tower at their February meet-

Call 503-842-7535 or email Katherine Mace
 at headlightads@countrymedia.net
1906 Second St., Tillamook, OR 97141
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Willow spent some quality 
time in a foster home last 

month and is now back at the 
shelter waiting for that perfect 
person to fall in love with her. 
Her foster mom tells us that 
she responds well to calm 

communication and loves belly 
rubs. Willow is strong-willed 
and will do best with a confident and pittie savvy person. Hardy 

chew toys, rope toys treat puzzles make her day. She’s also 
fond of car rides. This forty pound four-year-old Staffordshire Bull 
Terrier packs a lot of sweetness into her foot-high frame. Although 
she wants to be with her people and would do well with a family, 
or someone working from home or maybe looking for a traveling 
companion, she needs to be the only dog in the house. She does 
have a strong prey drive, so no kitties either. She can pull when 

walking and would benefit from some loose leash training.
 

https://clatsopcounty.animalshelternet.com/adoption_animal_
details.cfm?AnimalUID=319864

 
Pet meet and greets are by appointment, so if you’d like 

to meet Willow call the shelter at 503-861-7387 or stop by 
the lobby to set up a time. The shelter is open 9:30 to 4:00 

Tuesday through Saturday, closed 12:30 to 1:30 for lunch. You 
can also fill out an application here: 

https://www.clatsopcounty.gov/media/16441. Be sure to 
date it next to the signature line (applications are reviewed in 

the order they are received) and put the name of the animal you 
are interested in at the top. You can then save the application to 
your computer and email it to adopt@ClatsopCounty.gov or 

print it and deliver it directly to the shelter.
H26419

WILLOW
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Wyden calls for ICE guardrails at Tillamook town hall
WILL CHAPPELL

Gazette Editor

In his 1,144th town hall at 
the Port of Tillamook Bay’s 
officer’s mess hall on Janu-
ary 22, Senator Ron Wyden 
focused on his opposition to 
the policies and actions of the 
administration of President 
Donald Trump in response to 
concerned constituents.

Wyden touted a recent 
success in securing mental 
healthcare funding against 
proposed cuts the week before 
the meeting and argued that by 
forcefully pushing back, he and 
other Democrats could make a 
difference.

“I know that a lot of people 
are furious about what’s 
going on in Washington D.C.,” 
Wyden said. “At the same time, 
I want people to know that 
when we do fight, when we do 
push back, we’re able to get 
things done.”

After being introduced by 
State Representative Cyrus 
Javadi, Wyden started the town 
hall by discussing a fight the 
previous week over $2 billion 
in funding for mental health 
care, which Republicans were 
trying to rescind. Wyden said 
that he had made a stink about 
the issue in the media, even-
tually leading Trump to pull 
his support for the proposal, 
leaving the funding secure.

The first constituent at the 
town hall asked Wyden about 

how he would support people 
providing care for their aging 
parents, and Wyden said that 
he favored taxes on billionaires 
to provide monetary support. 
“The billionaires are going to 
start paying some taxes, rather 
than going for years on end 
paying nothing because of a 
loophole, so we can get some 
kind of money for caregivers,” 
Wyden said.

In response to a question 
about what democrats were 
doing to push back against the 
Trump administration, Wyden 
took a strong stand against 
Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement (ICE), saying that 
the agency needed to change 
its enforcement tactics and that 
he would not vote for further 
funding for it without guard-
rails addressing concerns.

“We’ve got another date 
coming up in terms of the 
budget to make some deci-
sions and I’ll be damned if I’m 
going to let more money go 
to ICE with the lawlessness 
we’ve been seeing” Wyden 
said. “We’ve got to take off the 
masks. We’ve got to end the 
profiling.”

Two questioners asked 
Wyden about the potential 
for federal support for repairs 
to Hangar B at the Port of 
Tillamook Bay, which was 
damaged in a December wind-
storm, and Wyden pledged to 
help explore the possibility of 
federal funding.

In response to a question 
about stopping Trump from ly-
ing, Wyden said that he thought 
the appropriate response was 
to keep on calling out the lies. 
“The way we beat him is to 
embarrass him,” Wyden said.

On the subject of fighting 
the broader conservative 
agenda, Wyden said that he 
felt focusing on reproductive 
healthcare would be a winning 
strategy for Democrats and 
that he was doing so in his 
position on the senate finance 
committee.  “I have said at 
every health meeting, you’re 
not going to turn back the clock 
on reproductive health, and 

we can win that fight,” Wyden 
said, “and that will be the best 
one to counter what you’re 
talking about.”

Asked whether he believed 
Trump’s support was fraying 
among rural voters, Wyden 
said that he felt Trump’s ag-
gressive foreign policy had cre-
ated doubts and that Democrats 
should seek to take advantage 
by pushing on issues of health-
care and communications.

Wyden said that he would 
favor expanding the supreme 
court to help return judicial 
independence, which he said 
has “gone out the window.” 
He said that he opposed term 

limits, saying that the bureau-
cracy “loves the idea of having 
people who are inexperienced 
come in and tackle somebody 
who’s been there, healthcare, 
utilities and stuff, for a long 
period of time.”  When a 
student asked about the afford-
ability of higher education, 
Wyden pointed to legislation 
he has sponsored to go after 
“crooked” loan servicers.

Wyden also expressed 
concern over the recent bid by 
Oracle, controlled by Trump 
ally Larry Ellison, and other 
firms to buy Tik Tok, which 
he said matched a concerning 
trend of Trump allies buying up 

media firms.
In response to a constituent 

concerned about Robert F. 
Kennedy Jr.’s push against 
vaccinations, Wyden said the 
health and human services 
secretary had lied to him at his 
confirmation hearings and that 
it was now important to work 
to give parents accurate infor-
mation about vaccines. “We’ve 
got to do everything we can, 
make changes in congress and 
do everything we can to mobi-
lize providers in communities, 
so that right now, when parents 
are trying to figure out what 
to do and what it all means, I 
think we’ve got to get facts in 
front of them,” Wyden said.

Wyden also highlighted his 
push for stronger banking regu-
lations, especially more follow 
up on suspicious activity 
reports for large transactions, 
in response to the Jeffery 
Epstein saga and reiterated 
his unwillingness to vote 
for further funding for ICE 
without significant changes at 
the agency.

In conclusion, Wyden 
thanked the crowd for at-
tending and said that he was 
“digging in like never before” 
for the fight against Trump. 
“This is not going to be a 
walk in the park,” Wyden 
said, “but I want you to know 
I can’t think of any group of 
people I’d rather be in this 
fight with than the people of 
Tillamook.” 

Senator Ron Wyden at the January 22 Tillamook town hall. 

NBHD celebrates artists and donors
STAFF REPORT

Supporters of the 
Nehalem Bay Health 
District gathered for a 
reception recognizing 
artists and donors who 
contributed art to the dis-
trict’s new health center 
and pharmacy in wheeler.

The Heart of the Com-
munity artist and donor 
reflection recognized the 
important role that art 
plays in a healthcare set-
ting and brought artists, 
donors, staff and board 
members together.

Nehalem Bay Health 
District’s (NBHD) new 
pharmacy and clinic 
opened in Wheeler last 
fall and has since seen 
dozens of works do-
nated by regional artists, 
estates and community 
members. There are 
sculptures, photographs, 
paintings, textiles and 
other mixed media pieces 
displayed throughout the 
public spaces across the 
facility.

The signature piece 
and namesake of the 
reception is a Carrara 

marble sculpture named 
The Heart of the Com-
munity, symbolizing the 
spirit, care and lifeblood 
of the new health clinic, 
which was donated by 
artist M.J. Anderson and 
served as a catalyst for 
the broader art initiative 
at the building.

Staff from both the 
dental and medical clin-
ics in the new building 
said that patients often 
remarked on the beauty 
of the art and that it 
helped to bring joy to 
chaotic days for them.

PHOTO COURTESY NEHALEM BAY HEALTH DISTRICT
Donors, artists, staff and board members socialized during the reception.
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