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Learn more about services for the whole family at 
AdventistHealthTillamook.org

YO U ’ R E  M A D E  F O R

Grateful to serve generations of families with whole-person healthcare

You deserve more from your healthcare. That’s why for 50 years, we have provided convenient medical services to the Tillamook 
County community with the goal of helping fill each day with more health, wholeness and hope. So if you need expert emergency 
care, a compassionate primary care provider or top specialists in orthopedics, urology or women’s health, we are proud to be a 
partner on your journey. Because we’re not just here to add more years to your life: We’re here to put more life in your years.
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Tillamook Ford in Weeks family for over 40 years
By Chelsea Yarnell 

Guest Contributor 

Tillamook Ford (Tilla-
mook Motor Company) has 
been in the Weeks family for 
over 40 years.

When Bob and Elva 
Weeks were looking to 
purchase a car dealership 
in 1979, their choices were 
a Ford location in Sandy or 
Tillamook. Bob decided that 
the profit history, and prox-
imity to great fishing spots, 
made Tillamook the best 
choice. The couple purchased 
the dealership in 1979, and it 
has remained family-owned 
ever since. 

The history of Tillamook 
Ford begins with “Mig” 
Ackley. In 1916, Ackley 
established the Tillamook 
Garage. He took on a partner, 
R.B. Miller, and in 1921 the 
two men constructed Sunset 
Garage on 4th and Main in 
Tillamook. The garage sold 
Ford, Dodge, and Buick until 

1927 when Henry Ford said 
“no” to selling other makes 
of cars and trucks in Ford 
dealerships.

Because of this decision, 
Ackley moved the Ford fran-
chise to its current location 
at 501 Main Avenue, while 
Miller kept the other fran-
chises at Sunset Garage.

At his new Ford loca-
tion, Ackley brought on two 
new partners: A.J. Swett and 
Everett Condit. Swett was 
a friend of T.B. Potter, the 
developer of the resort on 
the Bayocean Spit. The safe, 
originally made for the T.B. 
Potter Realty Company, is 
used at Tillamook Ford to 
this day.

In 1935, Condit left to 
form Condit Chevrolet at 
5th and Main that eventu-
ally became Bob Wirth 
Motors from 1966-2007. The 
remaining partners at Ford, 
Ackley and Swett, sold the 
dealership to Herb MacKen-
zie in 1943. MacKenzie also 

owned the Ford dealership 
in Hillsboro. Tom Bailey was 
brought on to manage the 
Tillamook location and even-
tually bought the dealership 
in 1946. Bailey brought on 
partner C.E. Carlos Douglas 
in 1946.

By 1955, the business 
became incorporated as Tilla-
mook Motor Company.

Tony Dooher, Bailey’s son-
in-law, became the dealer in 
1977, only a few years before 
Bob Weeks took over. 

Bob and Elva Weeks both 
attended and graduated 
from the University of Puget 
Sound in Tacoma, Washing-
ton in 1958. The day after 
their graduation, the couple 
was married. 

Bob’s association with 
Ford began when he joined 
the Ford Division of Ford Mo-
tor Company in Seattle. His 
career spanned 22 years, the 
majority of which were spent 
in the Seattle district. 

In 1979, Dooher con-
tacted Bob, and after a short 
negotiation, Bob bought the 
Tillamook dealership. He 
was approved as the dealer 
in January 1980. The fam-
ily relocated to the Oregon 
Coast with their son Roger 
who as a junior in high school 
at the time. 

Roger went on to gradu-
ate with a master’s degree 
in computer science and 
business from Oregon State 
University. After starting 
a family of his own, Roger 
moved his family back to 

Tillamook and became the 
office manager at the dealer-
ship. He worked his way 
through the business as the 
sales manager, general man-
ager, and then as the dealer 
and service manager once 
he purchased the store from 
his parents in 2004. Bob and 
Elva continue to have a stock 
interest in the business. 

Roger’s son Colton joined 
the business in 2022 as a 
shop technician. Both Roger 
and Bob agree that it’s a 
very special thing to have 
the family continue to work 
within the business. 

The physical location 
of Tillamook Ford has seen 
changes and upgrades 
throughout the years. In the 
1950s, the business (at the 
current location) featured a 
gas station. By the 1960s, a 
body shop was built, and in 

2003 a new service depart-
ment was added. 

Bob and Roger both recall 
the digital changes through 
the years, remembering that 
their first computer had a 
tape that had to be sent into 
the Ford corporation. 

Yet through all the 
changes, the Weeks say it 
makes them happy to see 
new generations of custom-
ers continue to come to the 
business, just as their parents 
and grandparents did. 

Today, Tillamook Ford 
is a Ford Lincoln Mercury 
dealer as well as a certified 
all-electric vehicle dealership. 
Tillamook Ford also offers a 
full-service shop servicing all 
vehicle makes and models.

The Weeks family has 
also generously loaned cars 
to local high schools for their 
homecoming courts, as well 

as local and visiting dignitar-
ies for the June Dairy Parade.

And many passersby are 
often intrigued by the pris-
tine orange Ford Bronco on 
the showroom floor. It is the 
Week’s family vehicle that 
was gifted to Roger upon 
his graduation from Oregon 
State in 1987. At the time, 
the Bronco was 15-years 
old, valued at $5,000, was 
becoming a rare edition, and 
Roger absolutely loved it. It is 
now put out on display dur-
ing the holidays and special 
occasions. 

To see new and used 
inventory, and for additional 
information about the Tilla-
mook Motor Company, visit 
them online at: tillamook-
motors.net. 

Tillamook Ford is located 
at 501 Main Avenue, Tilla-
mook. 

5th St 1950’s

1949 Ford

1950’s Tractor

5th St 1960’s 5th St 2010
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503-842-5525
kingrealtybrokers.com

2507 N. Main Ave.
Tillamook, OR 97141

King Realty was established here in Tillamook 
in 1956 by W. Clent King. Marilyn Hankins, 
our current principal broker, began working 
for King Realty in 1988 and purchased the 
company in 2005.  The realtors here at 
King Realty are locals who know the area well 
and love to serve this beautiful community. 
Call us today to help you find your perfect 
home or to list your house!

MARILYN HANKINS
Marilyn has worked at King Realty for 
over 36 years. Marilyn was born and 
raised on a dairy farm right here in 

Tillamook. In her free time she loves 
visiting her cabin at Paulina Lake with 
her husband & family. She is dedicated 
to her family, work, and the Tillamook 
community. Her passion is finding the 

perfect property for each and every client.
 

503-812-8208
marilyn@kingrealtyoregon.com

PATTI TIPPETT
Patti has been with King Realty for 16 years. 
She is a loyal, highly respected, and reliable 
top producer who is knowledgeable about 

Tillamook County and the surrounding areas. 
Whether buying or selling residential, farms, 
vacant land, or commercial properties, she 
works hand in hand with clients and will be 

with you every step of the way!
 

503-812-6508
pattitippett@yahoo.com

JOEY & MELANIE LUCAS
Joey and Melanie are a husband and wife team 

that have worked for King Realty for over 13 years. 
They recently obtained their principal broker 

licenses and enjoy working alongside Marilyn, 
Melanie’s mother. They love all that Tillamook has 
to offer for country living and make the most of 

each day with adventures such as biking, jogging, 
kayaking, boating, or hiking.

 
503-991-7640  

 joeymelanie@comcast.net

DYLAN LANDOLT
Dylan was born and raised in Tillamook.  His family runs 

a large dairy farm that Dylan has helped with most of 
his life.  Family businesses are important to Dylan and 
he is excited making new connections in the commu-

nity with real estate sales while working with his grand-
ma, Marilyn Hankins (owner and principal broker of 

King Realty).  Dylan’s favorite hobby is racing dirt bikes, 
which keeps him busy during his off time on weekends.  

Should you be looking for a young, knowledgeable 
realtor who is familiar with many aspects of Tillamook 

County, drop by King Realty or give Dylan a call! 
Cell: 503-457-8725

drlandolt@hotmail.com

H24840

1988 ad introducing Marilyn to King Realty
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Tillamook Christian Center celebrates centennial 
By Chelsea Yarnell 

Guest Contributor 

It was an abandoned 
pool hall in downtown Til-
lamook, but the Stenberg 
family saw the perfect op-
portunity for a church. 

In 1924, the roots of Til-
lamook Christian Center 
were planted. The church’s 
base moved through 
the years. After leaving 
downtown, the church 
relocated to the corner 
of 7th and Pacific where 
it became known as the 
Pentecostal Tabernacle. 
By 1936, the church began 
its affiliation with the As-
sembly of God denomina-
tion. And in 1970 moved 
to its current location on 
Marolf Loop Road, adopt-
ing the name Tillamook 
Christian Center. 

This past fall, the 
church commemorated 
their 100-year history with 
a weekend-long celebra-
tion: “100 Years…Just 

Beginning.” The event 
featured former pastors 
Mike Hill, Dennis Archer 
and Terry Sprenkel. 

Today, the church 
is pastored by interim 
pastors Zach and Jenna 
Johnson as Pastor Zach 
completes the creden-
tialing process with the 
Assemblies of God. Pastor 
Jenna also serves as the 
church’s Worship Leader. 

“My family and I are 
very blessed for this op-
portunity to serve our 
god and king Jesus Christ 
in this new journey as 
we serve our church and 
this community,” Pastor 
Zach said. “Towards the 
middle of last year, our 
transitional Pastor Tim 
Scarbrough (as well as 
my mentor), encouraged 
me to begin seeking god 
for a vision and direction 
for our church as well as 
our place in this commu-
nity. So, after some time, 
I began to have a vision 

for our church. Our vision 
statement is ‘Piercing 
the darkness with the 
light and the love of Jesus 
Christ.’”

Pastor Mario and Landy 
Quezada lead the His-
panic Ministry and have 
been a part of Tillamook 
Christian Center since 
2015. Pastor Kyle Sprenkel 
founded the Contagious 
youth group and has been 
a part of Tillamook Chris-
tian Center since 1996. 

Sunday morning servic-
es are held at 10:30 a.m. in 
English, with an afternoon 
service hosted in Spanish 
and English at 3 p.m. Ad-
ditional worship opportu-
nities and bible studies are 
held throughout the week. 
For a full list of services, 
visit tillamookchristian-
center.com.

The Tillamook Chris-
tian Center is located at 
701 Marolf Loop Road. in 
Tillamook.
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Tillamook County residents

No test scores required

Covers cost of tuition

Full-time or part-time study

55+ programs to choose from

returning to school
after 5+ years?

SCHOLARSHIPS

Contact Us!
503-842-8222
www.tillamookbaycc.edu

CAREER-TO-CAREER SCHOLARSHIP
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Tillamook dairy finds winner in ‘coffee milk’
Rose Valley 
Creamery sells 
farm-fresh milk 

By Chelsea Yarnell 
Guest Contributor 

Not too sweet. Just 
enough coffee. And, above 
all else, creamy milk. These 
combined flavors are what is 
earning Rose Valley Cream-
ery’s “coffee milk” its own 
fan group.

Rose Valley Creamery 
is a small, family-run dairy 
located in Tillamook. The 
farm is primarily operated 
by married couple of 31 years 
Devin and Elena Johnston, 
with assistance from their 
five adult children. The farm 
has been in Devin’s family for 
84 years with five genera-
tions of dairy farmers having 
worked the land. 

“Ever since I was a little 
kid, this is what I wanted to 
do,” Devin said, looking out 
at his herd of 20 cows.

Milk from the dairy was 
produced for several differ-
ent creameries through the 
years including the Tillamook 
County Creamery Asso-
ciation and most recently, 
Organic Valley Creamery out 
of McMinnville.

In November 2022, Devin 
and Elena decided to switch 

gears and bottle and sell their 
farm-fresh milk themselves.

“That was a big decision. 
It was frightening,” Elena 
said.

The Johnston’s farm has 
been certified organic for 
14 years, but the family has 
been farming in that manner 
before “organic” was even a 
category. Even after leaving 
Organic Valley, the Johnstons 
have maintained the practice. 

“We’ve remained a 
grass-fed cow dairy,” Elena 
said. “Our cows don’t eat any 
grains.”

Every 12 hours, the herd 
is moved to a fresh section 
of pasture on the Johnston’s 
70-acre farm. 

The cattle forage on 
grasses and forbs of clover, 
kale, chicory, dandelion, 
plantain, peas, vetch and 
chickweed. 

“We’re trying to get a va-
riety of species because they 
all have medicinal purposes,” 
Elena said. “They’re really 
good for the soil and it’s good 
for the cows.” 

The oldest cow on the 
farm is 16 years old. 

“My dad and grandpa had 
this way of thinking for farm-
ing,” Devin said. “I mean, we 
like our cows. Why wouldn’t 
we want them to live as long 
as they possibly can?”

After milk is collected, 

it is processed, pasteurized, 
and bottled all onsite at the 
farm. Rose Valley Creamery 
describes their pasteuriza-
tion process as “low and 
slow” which helps the milk 
retain nutrients and enzymes 
typically lost in high heat or 
ultra-high heat pasteuriza-
tion.

“Our quality has always 
been very high,” Devin said. 
“If we can provide a high-
quality product for people 
at price they can afford, that 
makes us happy.”

The milk is “cream top” 
meaning that it is in the form 
as it comes from the cow. 
In each bottle, the cream 
will float to the top of the 
container. Shaking gently is 
suggested prior to consum-
ing.

Rose Valley Creamery 
sells bottles of whole milk 
as well as seasonal flavors 
such as coffee milk, choco-
late, and maple spice.  

Once bottled, the 
Johnstons distribute the 
milk themselves. In Tilla-
mook County, Rose Valley 
Creamery milk is sold at 
Tillamook Grocery Outlet, 

Valley Fresh Produce, Fresh 
Foods Manzanita, Bear 
Creek Artichokes and Cape 
Kiwanda Marketplace. Rose 
Valley Creamery milk is 
also served at JAndy Oyster 

Company. Additional 
vendor locations can also 
be found in the Willamette 
Valley area. Look for the wa-
tercolor painting of “Rose” 
the cow on their label. 
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St. Mary by the Sea Catholic Church, roots in Rockaway since the 1860s
By Chelsea Yarnell 

Guest Contributor 

Catholicism’s begin-
nings in Tillamook County 
and Rockaway Beach date 
back to the 1860s, when 
Father Adrian Croquet 
from Grande Ronde would 
come to Tillamook to offer 
mass once or twice a year 
in the home of a Catho-
lic family. The Catholics 
of Rockaway Beach area 
attended these Masses 
as weather and means of 
transportation allowed, 
coming on foot, horse-
back, by wagon and even 
by boat. 

On July 10, 1921, mass 
was celebrated officially 
for the first time in Rocka-
way Beach. Fr.  Hildebrand 
Melchior arranged for 
Mass here as often as pos-
sible during the summer 
months.  A theater (or 
moving picture house), 
described by the Catholic 
Sentinel as a “shack” was 
used.

From 1921 through 
1927, Mass continued to 
be held in the theater in 
Rockaway Beach every 
Sunday at least during 
the summer months. The 
size of the congregations 
indicated the urgent need 
for a church. On August 
16, 1923, the lot where the 
parish house and hall now 
stand was purchased from 
Emma D. and W. C. Hawk 
for $300. 

On September 4, 1927, 
the church was dedicated 
by Rt.  Rev. Abbot Bernard 
Murphy, O.S.B., and was 
named St. Mary’s By-The-
Sea. The church, a hand-
some, well-constructed 
building located about 
one hundred feet south 
of Villa St. Benedict, was 
completed and ready for 

services on June 21, 1928.
Many hours must have 

been spent in designing 
the church. The setting, so 
close to the mighty Pacific 
Ocean called for something 
special. Two small, stained-
glass windows behind the 
altar, one of Twin Rocks, 
the other a lighthouse bea-
con shining on an anchor, 
set the nautical theme, and 
it is used throughout. The 
holy water fonts are carved 
in the shape of Spanish gal-
leons. It has been claimed 
that the, Rockaway church 
is closer to the sea than any 
other Catholic church in 
the United States.

Two years after the 
church was built (1929) the 
Church was fitted with a 
new bronze Bell with the 
inscription “In Honor of 
The Blessed Virgin Mary, 
Rockaway Oregon, August 
11, 1929”.

St. Mary’s By-The-Sea, 
was established as a parish 
on March 17, 1948. 

Father Macdonald Akuti 
has pastored the church 
since 2019. 

Regular Mass 
Schedule                             

• Saturday Vigil Mass is 
at 5 p.m.                  

• Sunday Mass: 8:30 a.m. 
and 10:30 a.m.                                     

• Daily Mass: 9:30 a.m. 
on Monday, Wednesday, 
Thursday, and Friday

• First Saturday of the 
Month Mass is at 8:30 
a.m.              

• Sunday School at 
10:30 a.m.

Reconciliation

• Saturday at 4 p.m. 

Adoration of 
the Blessed 
Sacrament

• On Thursdays after 
Mass until Noon

• On First Saturdays 
after Mass for an hour      

• All other Sacraments 
are by appointment.

Courtesy of Bob Kerns Photography, Portland OR

Courtesy of Bob Kerns Photography, Portland OR

Fr. Hildebrand Melchoir OSB
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Zwald Transport: From dairy farming to hauling milk
By Chelsea Yarnell 

Guest Contributor 

It started with just one 
truck back in 1979. Zwald 
Transport, Inc. has now 
grown to support a wide 
variety of businesses in 
and around Tillamook and 
Oregon. 

Ken Zwald started the 
trucking company as a hay 
hauler, and then eventu-
ally purchased a milk 
route in 1982. Ken and his 
wife, Nonda, continued to 
grow the company until 
2015, when they handed 
the reins over to the next 
generation.

Since then, owners 
(brother/sister duo) Nick 
and Heather Zwald have 
aggressively grown the 
operation, obtaining 

additional milk routes, 
starting new divisions and 
upgrading equipment, 
while never wavering 
from their commitment 
to service.

The Zwald family has 
deep roots in dairy farm-
ing, Swiss culture and 
Tillamook County. Both 
the paternal and ma-
ternal sides of Nick and 
Heather’s family began 
dairy farming in Tilla-
mook County over 100 
years ago. 

For several decades, 
the Zwald family worked 
as dairy farmers operat-
ing: Zwald’s Jersey Farm. 
The farm was noted by 
several accounts as being 
immaculately kept. The 
property is now owned by 
the Pastega family, with 

the Blue Heron French 
Cheese Company housed in 
the original dairy barn.  

On their maternal 
side, the Galloway family 
operated a dairy farm in 
the Sandlake area, even 
building the road from their 
farm to the Sandlake store. 
The road is named after the 
family to this day.  

The values gained 
through farming, trans-
late to the values of the 
company present day: 
family-oriented and dedi-
cation to customers to 
get the job done right.

Zwald Transport cur-
rently offers hauling 
services for: milk, refriger-
ated freight, commodity,

lumber, as well as flat-
bed and vacuum tanker 
needs.

Zwald Farm

Ezra Zwald

Ken Zwald Ken Zwald’s truck

Nick Zwald

Photo by Paul Schwend
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1957SINCE
we’ve proudly served Tillamook County under a few names: 
Clatsop-Tillamook Teachers Federal Credit Union and later 
TLC Federal Credit Union. Today, you know us as  
TLC, a Division of Fibre Federal Credit Union.

We now have 16 financial services centers, serve over 
118,000 members, and our service areas include 11  
counties in Oregon and Washington. Our footprint has 
grown, yet our commitment to meeting our members’ 
needs has never wavered.

As a member-owned, not-for-profit cooperative, we exist to support 
members’ financial wellbeing with financial solutions. Our members are 
part of our “Fibre Family,” so we ensure they feel welcome, secure, and 
supported as they plan for their financial future.

We’re proud to celebrate 68 years in 
Tillamook and look forward to building 
financial relationships within this  
community for generations  
to come.

1510 3rd St Tillamook 
fibrecu.com  |  800.205.7872 
Federally insured by the NCUA

We invite you to join our Fibre Family.

Social Media

 

LEARN MORE ABOUT 
MEMBER BENEFITS

fibrecu.com/members
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