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WILL CHAPPELL
Citizen Editor

With a temporary permit of 
occupancy issued, workers were 
busy at work installing furnish-
ings and finishing the installa-
tion of information technology 
equipment at Tillamook Bay 
Community College’s new Ad-
ministration and Health Sciences 
Building in mid-January.

That put the 28,400-square-
foot, $14.4-million facility on 
track to begin welcoming staff in 
early February, ahead of a grand 
opening ceremony and the com-
mencement of normal operations 
in April.

Tillamook Bay Commu-
nity College (TBCC) Director 
of Facilities and Safety Jason 
Lawrence recently led a tour for 
the Headlight Herald, along with 
TBCC President Paul Jarrell and 
TBCC Foundation Executive 
Director Britta Lawrence. Jason 
said that in addition to the IT 
systems, crews were also work-
ing to complete the building’s 
security systems before moving 
on to a final cleaning, which had 
already started upstairs.

While most elements of the 
building are complete, artistic 
and design touches, including 
a painted topographical map of 
the county, frosted glass appli-
ques featuring themes inspired 
by nature and displays honoring 
donors, remain to be installed. 
Similarly, while basic classroom 
furnishings have been set up in 
the upstairs classrooms and both 
the EMT and nursing labs down-
stairs, installation of the nurs-
ing-training stations and EMT-
training equipment will wait until 
after the final cleaning.

Jarrell said that he had 
already received a lot of inter-
est from community groups 
about hosting events in the new 
building’s event center, which 
will be capable of hosting more 
than 300, where workers were 
completing setup of the mov-
able walls that allow the space 
to be divided into five different 
configurations. 

Jason said that he expected 

The building’s exterior is finished, and landscaping will be completed in the new courtyard in the spring.

Wyden 
focuses on 
Trump in 
Tillamook 
town hall

WILL CHAPPELL
Headlight Editor

In his 1,144th town hall at 
the Port of Tillamook Bay’s 
officer’s mess hall on Janu-
ary 22, Senator Ron Wyden 
focused on his opposition to 
the policies and actions of the 
administration of President 
Donald Trump in response to 
concerned constituents.

Wyden touted a recent 
success in securing mental 
healthcare funding against 
proposed cuts the week before 
the meeting and argued that 
by forcefully pushing back, 
he and other Democrats could 
make a difference.

“I know that a lot of people 
are furious about what’s go-
ing on in Washington D.C.,” 
Wyden said. “At the same 
time, I want people to know 
that when we do fight, when 
we do push back, we’re able 
to get things done.”

After being introduced by 
State Representative Cyrus Ja-
vadi, Wyden started the town 
hall by discussing a fight the 
previous week over $2 billion 
in funding for mental health 
care, which Republicans were 
trying to rescind. Wyden said 
that he had made a stink about 
the issue in the media, eventu-
ally leading Trump to pull his 
support for the proposal, leav-
ing the funding secure.

The first constituent at the 
town hall asked Wyden about 
how he would support people 
providing care for their aging 
parents, and Wyden said that 
he favored taxes on billion-
aires to provide monetary sup-
port. “The billionaires are go-
ing to start paying some taxes, 
rather than going for years on 
end paying nothing because 
of a loophole, so we can get 

Weber ready 
for session

WILL CHAPPELL
Citizen Editor

Heading into her final ses-
sion in Salem, State Senator 
Suzanne Weber is ready to tackle 
several important issues, includ-
ing transient lodging tax reform 
and the state’s education funding 
formula.

Weber, who is ineligible to 
run for reelection following a 
2023 walkout, told the Headlight 
Herald in a recent interview 
that she would probably stay 
involved in public life in some 
way because of her passion and 
exhorted others to become simi-
larly engaged.

“I get involved in these 
things because I’m interested 
and I care and I wish there were 
more people that would get 
involved in you might say the 
entry level,” Weber said. “Learn 
what’s going on in your city, 

school boards and water boards, 
find out, because otherwise 
things happen to you rather than 
you knowing and being able to 
influence anything that hap-
pens.”

With a short five weeks on 
the legislative calendar this year, 
each legislator is restricted to 
sponsoring two bills. 

One of Weber’s bills will 
be a renewal of a push she and 
State Representative Cyrus 
Javadi led last year to amend the 
state’s restrictions on spending 
for transient lodging tax (TLT) 
dollars. Currently, jurisdictions 
are required to spend 70% of 

those revenues on tourism mar-
keting or tourist-related facili-
ties, a percentage that matching 
bills by Javadi and Weber seek 

Final touches being put on TBCC 
Administration and Health Sciences Building

Furniture in the building’s downstairs hallway that will be moved to several student lounges around the building.

Javadi pushes TLT reform, 
open primaries in short session

WILL CHAPPELL
Citizen Editor

As the legislative 
session gets rolling this 
week, State Representa-
tive Cyrus Javadi will 
seek to pass transient 
lodging tax reform and 
advance a ballot mea-
sure to open Oregon’s 
primary elections to the 
ballot.

Javadi said that 
while he believes the 
former reform might 
have to wait until next 
year’s long session, he 
is bullish that his and 
State Senator Suzanne 
Weber’s joint push to 

allow jurisdictions freer 
use of transient lodging 
tax (TLT) dollars will be 
successful.

“One thing I’ve 
learned over the last 
couple of terms is that 
there can always be last 
minute hurdles and some 
of those are not recover-
able,” Javadi said. “What 
happened last time when 
that bill went to the sen-
ate committee and it was 
in there, it couldn’t come 
out, not even the senate 
president could reach in 
and move it and so we 
wanted to have a backup 
just in case something 
fishy happens at the 

end.”
Javadi’s push to 

amend the split that cur-
rently requires jurisdic-
tions spend 70% of TLT, 
paid on overnight stays, 
on tourism marketing 
or facilities kicked off 
last year and was nearly 
successful, passing the 
house before stalling out 
in a senate committee 
amid political infight-
ing. This year, Javadi 
and Weber are bringing 
matching bills before 
their chambers, seek-
ing to reduce the funds 
required to be spent 
on tourism-related ex-
penses to 40%, allow-

ing counties tourism to 
use the remaining money 
for whatever they chose.

While the bill faced 
stiff opposition from the 
Oregon Restaurant and 
Lodging Association 
in last year’s session, 
Javadi said that he feels 
the group has been less 
opposed this year and 
that fellow lawmakers 
continue to support the 
change to give locali-
ties more flexibility in 
a challenging fiscal 
climate. “Right now, I 
feel like the temperature 
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Be kind to your sweet heart
We often take our heart for granted, but when it comes to 
your heart health, every day is a fresh start. Knowing your
numbers such as blood pressure, cholesterol and A1C are
important to reduce your risk of heart disease. Healthy habits
like a well-balanced diet and exercise can help as well.

Our primary care providers are experts in your health and
wellness. Make an appointment now to start your journey to a
lifetime of healthy habits. Your sweet heart will thank you. 

#hearthealth

Schedule an appointment today!
(503) 842-3938

Se habla español

801 Pacific Avenue, Tillamook, OR
www.tillamookchc.org

NBHD celebrates artists and donors
STAFF REPORT

Supporters of the Ne-
halem Bay Health District 
gathered for a reception rec-
ognizing artists and donors 
who contributed art to the 
district’s new health center 

and pharmacy in wheeler.
The Heart of the Com-

munity artist and donor 
reflection recognized the 
important role that art plays 
in a healthcare setting and 
brought artists, donors, 
staff and board members 

together.
Nehalem Bay Health 

District’s (NBHD) new 
pharmacy and clinic opened 
in Wheeler last fall and has 
since seen dozens of works 
donated by regional artists, 
estates and community mem-

bers. There are sculptures, 
photographs, paintings, tex-
tiles and other mixed media 
pieces displayed throughout 
the public spaces across the 
facility.

The signature piece and 
namesake of the reception is 

a Carrara marble sculpture 
named The Heart of the 
Community, symbolizing 
the spirit, care and lifeblood 
of the new health clinic, 
which was donated by artist 
M.J. Anderson and served as 
a catalyst for the broader art 

initiative at the building.
Staff from both the 

dental and medical clinics 
in the new building said that 
patients often remarked on 
the beauty of the art and 
that it helped to bring joy to 
chaotic days for them.

PHOTO COURTESY NEHALEM BAY HEALTH DISTRICT
Donors, artists, staff and board members socialized during the reception.

PHOTO COURTESY NEHALEM BAY HEALTH DISTRICT
Artists who have donated pieces to the pharmacy and clinic in Wheeler at the reception. 

Port board requests vacation of Hangar B
WILL CHAPPELL

CITIZEN EDITOR

With no clear path 
towards a repair option for 
damage caused to Han-
gar B during a December 
windstorm, the Port of 
Tillamook Bay’s board of 
commissioners requested 
port staff continue work-
ing with hangar tenants 
to complete the ongoing 
removal of contents.

Port Manager Michele 
Bradley told the board 
that she would continue to 

work with businesses on 
removing more manage-
able items before deter-
mining secure ways to 
store larger items, such as 
the Tillamook Air Muse-
um’s collection of aircraft, 
until a plan to remove 
them can be developed.

At the board meeting, 
attention primarily focused 
on the disposition of the 
hangar’s contents, as no 
developments had oc-
curred regarding potential 
funding for repairs since 
the board’s last meeting 

two weeks prior. Lloyd 
Stoller, an engineer from 
Turner & Townsend Heery, 
a subsidiary of CBRE, a 
firm that has been involved 
in the maintenance and re-
moval of similar hangar in 
California, told the board 
that he planned to assess 
the situation and return at 
their next monthly meet-
ing with input based on his 
experience with the other 
structures.

Bradley then said that 
she had been in contact 
with the Tillamook County 

board of commissioners’ 
office, and that they were 
planning to designate a 
work session in the com-
ing weeks to discuss their 
potential funding of an 
engineering study of the 
hangar, requested by the 
port in the fall. Bradley 
said that she had also 
reached out to Business 
Oregon and that any funds 
they had would come in 
the form of loans.

Turning to the question 
of the hangar’s contents, 
Bradley said that officials 
with whom she had spoken 
from the Navy and Air 
Force, which own many of 
the aircraft in the muse-
um’s collection, were un-
derstanding of the situation 
and not demanding im-
mediate action. However, 
should a long-term fix fail 
to materialize, there are 
clauses in the contracts for 
the craft that would require 
the port to return them to 
Pensacola, Florida, which 
Bradley said would cost 
several million dollars.

Tillamook Air Museum 
Director Rita Welch said 
that for museum staff, the 

big question was what the 
next steps would be and 
noted that their jobs now 
had an unclear future.

Board Chair Jack Mul-
der said that without fund-
ing, the port did not have 
a path to getting people 
back into the museum or as 
tenants in the building, and 
that it would make sense 
for people to empty the 
building, with a focus on 
removing as much as pos-
sible during the ongoing 
period of good weather. 
The board agreed and 
asked that Bradley work 
with tenants toward that 
end.

Bradley said that Brit-
ney Bakes, previously lo-
cated in the café in the air 
museum’s lobby, has found 
a new location in Garibaldi 
and is planning to purchase 
some equipment from the 
port, and Welch said that 
the museum had started to 
remove the contents of its 
gift shop.

Bradley said that it 
made sense to her to take 
a two-phase approach to 
removing items from the 
hangar, first taking things 

that could be fit through 
doors in the hangar’s side, 
including RVs and boats 
stored in the hangar, out 
and moving larger items, 
primarily the aircraft to 
the north, undamaged end 
of the hangar. Removing 
those items will require 
opening the large doors at 
the north end of the han-
gar, which Welch said are 
operational, unlike those 
at the building’s south end, 
but finicky. Opening the 
doors also creates a wind 
tunnel effect in the build-
ing, increasing the possi-
bility of further damage.

Welch then discussed 
the museum’s actions, 
saying that staff had been 
working to pack collec-
tions and identify safe 
places to house them. They 
have also been working on 
listing items from the gift 
shop for sale online and 
are exploring the possibil-
ity of opening a temporary 
pop up store to sell some 
of what Welch estimated as 
around $50,000 in inven-
tory with over $300,000 in 
retail value.

Statewide Graduation Rates Are 
Up for Nearly All Student Groups
Not all school 
districts saw 
improvement, and 
Oregon continues 
to trail the national 
average

By Khushboo Rathore

Four-year high school 
graduation rates in Oregon 
have inched up, but still 
remain below the most recent 
national average.

Data released on Thursday 
by the Oregon Department 
of Education shows the state 
reached an 83% graduation 
rate across the state’s 197 
school districts. That mark is 
Oregon’s highest in a decade.

Nationally, a recent analy-
sis by U.S. News & World 
Report says the average 2024 
graduation rate was 86.4%.

Oregon’s four-year 
graduation rates increased 
1.2 percentage points from 
last year’s senior class and 
0.4 points from the 2019–20 
graduating class, which had 
the highest rate until the latest 

school year.
Almost every historically 

marginalized group that ODE 
tracks saw improvement in 
graduation rates. Notably, 
Oregon’s Youth Corrections 
Education Program had a 
22% increase.

“Today’s graduation data 
show what is possible when 
we stay focused, aligned 
and committed to student 
success,” said Charlene Wil-
liams, director of ODE.

The rise in graduation 
rates, along with this past 
school year’s lower 2.9% 
dropout rate, is part of a long 
series of incremental gains in 
the state, says Sara Kerr, an 
Oregon parent and consultant 
for Results for America, a 
research nonprofit for public 
policymakers.

“Based on data, many stu-
dents are on track academi-
cally, but are still missing 
too much school,” Kerr says. 
“Graduation gains are real, 
but they are pretty fragile.”

The largest increase and 
decrease in four-year gradua-
tion rates were in Harney and 
Gilliam counties, respec-
tively.

Harney County saw the 
biggest overall improvement, 
20 percentage points over 
last year’s rate. The increase 
was largely due to the suc-
cess of Silvies River Charter 
School, which had 92% of 
its cohort graduate, a vast im-
provement from the previous 
year’s 12.5% graduation rate.

On the other hand, Gilliam 
County saw its graduation 

rate drop 28 percentage 
points, to 72%. But the coun-
ty also had a larger eligible 
class this year: 32 students, 
up from 19 the year before.

Rising graduation rates 
don’t necessarily reflect how 
well prepared Oregon high 
school graduates are for post-
secondary education. Unlike 
most states, Oregon, through 
its State Board of Education, 
suspended the requirement 
that students prove “basic 
mastery” of reading, writing 
and math in order to receive 
a diploma through the class 
of 2029.

In addition, data indicates 
that about 40% of high 
school graduates who enroll 
in community college have 
to take remedial courses, 
Kerr says.

“When you’re handing 
a kid a diploma, they’re 
walking across that stage and 
being told that the world is 
their oyster. Are they truly 
prepared to succeed in com-
munity college, a four-year 
institution, and or civic life?”

Williams said efforts 
to raise graduation rates 
must start long before high 
school. “We know that 
we have more work to do 
to support our younger 
learners, especially when it 
comes to English language 
arts,” she said. “Gaps in 
literacy can show up later, 
sometimes in attendance, 
course completion, and 
sometimes whether or not 
students ultimately gradu-
ate.”
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 2026 COMMUNITY
SUPPORT GRANT

PROGRAM

PO Box 433  1115 Pacific Ave  Tillamook, OR 97141
www.tpud.org  503-842-2535

The 2026 Community Support Grant
program is currently open and

accepting applications until 5:30 p.m.
on Monday, February 23, 2026.

Local not-for-profit organizations with
community projects that promote
community livability and economic
development are eligible to apply.
Application forms, procedures, and
additional information are available

now at www.tpud.org/news-
community/community-support-

grants/.Call 503-842-7535 or email Katherine Mace
 at headlightads@countrymedia.net
1906 Second St., Tillamook, OR 97141
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the permanent permit of 
occupancy to arrive in the 
coming weeks and that the 
first group of administra-
tors were scheduled to be-
gin moving from their of-

fices in the college’s main 
classroom building to the 
new administrative suite on 
the building’s second floor 
the week of February 2. 
Faculty making the move 

will include non-student-
facing staff including 
Jarrell, Britta and Jason, as 
well as IT services, human 
resources and accounting.

Another major change 

occurred last week, when 
the parking lot adjacent to 
the new building opened 
to the public, relocating 
the college’s entrance from 
Third Street to Brookfield 

Avenue. 
Once staff has settled 

in, TBCC will host a 
grand opening for the new 
building and begin holding 
classes there in April. 

TBCC
Final Touches

From Page A1

is everybody’s struggling 
across the board and giving 
more local controls and 
flexibility for local govern-
ments to solve their needs 
is a winning story, winning 
argument,” Javadi said.

For his second spon-
sored bill, Javadi is bring-
ing forward a proposal to 
put a ballot measure before 
voters to change Oregon’s 
primary elections from 
closed to open. Javadi is 
working with Open Elec-
tions, a group led by for-
mer Representative Charlie 
Conrad, and supported by 
former Governor Ted Ku-
longowski and former State 
Senator Betsy Johnson, on 
the proposal, which would 
give major parties the op-
portunity to opt out and 
pay for their own primary 
elections.

Javadi explained that he 
felt the current system fails 
to give adequate input to 
the half of Oregonians who 
are registered with neither 
political party, as many 
districts do not have com-
petitive general elections, 
making one of the prima-
ries a de facto general elec-
tion. Under the new system 
proposed by Javadi’s bill, 
all voters would receive a 
primary ballot and select 
their top candidate, with 
the top two vote winners 
advancing to the November 
general election, regardless 
party affiliation. 

In addition to involving 
all voters in meaningful 
elections, Javadi said that 
he also believed the move 
would encourage politi-
cians to take less extreme 
positions. “I think what 

it does for the candidates 
is you have to moderate 
a little bit,” Javadi said. 
“You’re not just playing to 
your base, everybody can 
vote.”

Javadi acknowledged 
that the proposal was likely 
to meet with pushback 
from the parties and that it 
might be necessary to form 
a working group to further 
explore the issue before 
returning to it in 2027’s 
long session.

Aside from his bills, 
the major issue on Javadi’s 
radar for this session is 
the states budget situa-
tion, especially as it relates 
to healthcare as Oregon 
grapples with substantial 
changes to federal fund-
ing for Medicaid. Javadi, a 
dentist by trade, said that 
his practice had previously 
seen Medicaid patients, 
losing around $20 per 
patient to provide what 
they felt was an important 
service, but that at the be-
ginning of the year, a 30% 
cut to their reimbursements 
had forced them to stop. 

A similar situation is 
playing out at medical 
clinics across the state, 

and Javadi explained that 
the decreased reimburse-
ments are coming while 
the federal government is 
asking the state to take on 
an expanded administrative 
role at considerable cost. 
Those two changes are 
also being exacerbated by 
a recent increase in reim-
bursement rates for behav-
ioral health providers in 
Oregon to encourage them 
to see Medicaid patients, 
which has been successful, 
requiring a larger share of 
funding.

“We have to find more 
money to pay for that so 
we can meet the standards 
so we can continue to 
provide Medicaid budgets 
and SNAP benefits,” Javadi 
said. “So, all that’s com-
ing in 2027, that’s when 
the rate impact will hit, so 
the next two to six years 
are going to be crazy for 
healthcare and welfare 
services in general as we 
try to figure out where 
we’re going to find all of 
the money to meet those 
needs, because they don’t 
go away.”

Javadi said that he felt 
the most expedient option 

to address the issue would 
be decoupling Oregon’s 
definition of adjusted gross 
income from the federal 
definition to increase tax 
revenues. Javadi explained 
that only five states use the 
federal definition and that it 
leaves the state’s revenues 
vulnerable to changes like 
the policies removing tax 
on tips and overtime wages 
that occurred this year.

While he said that he 
would favor keeping tips 
tax free for those with 
lower incomes, suggesting 
starting to phase out the 
benefit for those making 
over $75,000 annually in-
stead of the federal govern-
ment’s $150,000 bar, Javadi 
said that making the change 
would give Oregon more 

stability in budgeting.
“It makes you wonder 

structurally, from a good 
governance point of view, 
when you’re trying to think 
of how do we make it so 
our state is sound, predict-
able, structurally secure, 
you look at something like 
that connect and you say, 
well, let’s just disconnect, 
then we have more control 
over it and we’re not whip-
sawed between administra-
tions,” Javadi said.

Javadi said that he will 
also be supporting legisla-
tion to place a referendum 
on last year’s gas tax 
increase on May’s ballot 
rather than November’s 
because he believes the 
issue should be resolved 
as quickly as possible to 

secure funding for the 
Oregon Department of 
Transportation.

Finally, Javadi said that 
he expects he and other 
Democrats will try to pass 
legislation to ensure that 
Immigrations and Customs 
Enforcement agents operat-
ing in the state follow state 
laws requiring police not 
to wear masks and provide 
support for those nega-
tively impacted by their 
operations.

“We want the public to 
trust them,” Javadi said. 
“We want to make sure that 
people who are not acting 
in the best interest of the 
public that they serve can 
be held accountable and 
that they can’t sidestep the 
laws.”

Javadi
Short Session

From Page A1

Audio visual equipment being tested in one of the new community center’s three matching rooms that 
can be combined in five different configurations.

The view towards the rest of campus from the new building’s second floor.

A board room on the building’s second floor that will host TBCC board meetings and be available to 
other groups.

The new building’s classrooms feature the same setup as TBCC’s other classrooms.
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Citizen website at no cost.
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Church Services by the Sea
Cannon Beach to Nehalem

Nehalem
Nehalem Bay 
United Methodist Church
36050 10th Street, Nehalem, OR
(503) 368-5612
Pastor Celeste Deveney + 
Sunday service 11 a.m.
Food Pantry
Open Friday, Saturday & Monday
10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Wednesday

March - October 2 p.m. to 6 p.m.
November - February noon to 4 p.m.
Nehalem Senior Lunches
Tuesday & Thursday served at noon
email: nbumcnsl2020@gmail.com

To feature your spiritual 
organization on this panel:

Contact Katherine at 
(503) 842-7535,

 headlightads@countrymedia.net.
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Claim your full access to our 
new online location today at 
www.northcoastcitizen.com!
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some kind of money for 
caregivers,” Wyden said.

In response to a ques-
tion about what democrats 
were doing to push back 
against the Trump ad-
ministration, Wyden took 
a strong stand against 
Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement (ICE), saying 
that the agency needed to 
change its enforcement 
tactics and that he would 
not vote for further funding 
for it without guardrails 
addressing concerns.

“We’ve got another 
date coming up in terms 
of the budget to make 
some decisions and I’ll 
be damned if I’m going to 
let more money go to ICE 
with the lawlessness we’ve 
been seeing” Wyden said. 
“We’ve got to take off the 
masks. We’ve got to end 
the profiling.”

Two questioners asked 
Wyden about the potential 
for federal support for 
repairs to Hangar B at the 
Port of Tillamook Bay, 
which was damaged in a 
December windstorm, and 
Wyden pledged to help 
explore the possibility of 
federal funding.

In response to a ques-
tion about stopping Trump 
from lying, Wyden said 
that he thought the ap-
propriate response was to 
keep on calling out the lies. 
“The way we beat him is 
to embarrass him,” Wyden 

said.
On the subject of fight-

ing the broader conserva-
tive agenda, Wyden said 
that he felt focusing on 
reproductive healthcare 
would be a winning strat-
egy for Democrats and that 
he was doing so in his po-
sition on the senate finance 
committee.  “I have said 
at every health meeting, 
you’re not going to turn 
back the clock on repro-

ductive health, and we can 
win that fight,” Wyden 
said, “and that will be the 
best one to counter what 
you’re talking about.”

Asked whether he 
believed Trump’s support 
was fraying among rural 
voters, Wyden said that he 
felt Trump’s aggressive 
foreign policy had created 
doubts and that Democrats 
should seek to take advan-
tage by pushing on issues 

of healthcare and commu-
nications.

Wyden said that he 
would favor expanding 
the supreme court to help 
return judicial indepen-
dence, which he said has 
“gone out the window.” 
He said that he opposed 
term limits, saying that 
the bureaucracy “loves the 
idea of having people who 
are inexperienced come 
in and tackle somebody 

who’s been there, health-
care, utilities and stuff, 
for a long period of time.”  
When a student asked 
about the affordability of 
higher education, Wyden 
pointed to legislation he 
has sponsored to go after 
“crooked” loan servicers.

Wyden also expressed 
concern over the recent 
bid by Oracle, controlled 
by Trump ally Larry El-
lison, and other firms to 

buy Tik Tok, which he said 
matched a concerning trend 
of Trump allies buying up 
media firms.

In response to a con-
stituent concerned about 
Robert F. Kennedy Jr.’s 
push against vaccinations, 
Wyden said the health and 
human services secretary 
had lied to him at his 
confirmation hearings and 
that it was now important 
to work to give parents 
accurate information about 
vaccines. “We’ve got to do 
everything we can, make 
changes in congress and 
do everything we can to 
mobilize providers in com-
munities, so that right now, 
when parents are trying to 
figure out what to do and 
what it all means, I think 
we’ve got to get facts in 
front of them,” Wyden 
said.

Wyden also highlighted 
his push for stronger bank-
ing regulations, especially 
more follow up on sus-
picious activity reports 
for large transactions, in 
response to the Jeffery 
Epstein saga and reiterated 
his unwillingness to vote 
for further funding for ICE 
without significant changes 
at the agency.

In conclusion, Wyden 
thanked the crowd for 
attending and said that 
he was “digging in like 
never before” for the fight 
against Trump. “This is 
not going to be a walk in 
the park,” Wyden said, 
“but I want you to know I 
can’t think of any group of 
people I’d rather be in this 
fight with than the people 
of Tillamook.” 

Wyden
Trump Town Hall
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Senator Ron Wyden at the January 22 Tillamook town hall. 

to reduce to 40%.
Weber said that the 

current requirements leave 
counties like Tillamook 
and Clatsop that see high 
numbers of summer visitors 
underfunded to deal with the 
impacts those visitors have 
on law enforcement and first 
responders, citing a statistic 
that 34% of Clatsop County’s 
jail roster in the summer 
months is made up of people 
from outside the county. “I 
need that transient lodging 
tax fixed so that our local 
municipalities that are charg-
ing that can be able to use it 
more openly for more of the 
issues that tourism brings to 
the area,” Weber said.

Last year’s push to amend 
the TLT fizzled in a senate 
committee due to political 
infighting among Democrats, 
and Weber said that her and 
Javadi’s tandem efforts this 
year were aimed at prevent-
ing such an issue from recur-
ring. Weber said that Senate 
President Rob Wagner has 
been less involved on the 
issue this year than last, but 

that she hoped to reengage 
him at an upcoming meeting 
and that she felt the support 
from the League of Oregon 
Cities and Association of 
Oregon Counties would help 
the effort be successful this 
year.

Weber’s other bill seeks 
to remove barriers to the 
construction of replacement 
dwellings after fires or other 
disasters destroy residents’ 
homes.

Weber explained that the 
issue had come to her atten-
tion after a constituent in 
rural Multnomah County lost 
their home in a fire in August 
2023, and was told by the 
county that the original 
permits for their home had 
been lost, which would re-
quire them to go through a 
full permitting process that 
would take up to two and 
a half years. Weber said 
that with support from her 
office, the issue had been 
resolved, but that it had 
shown the need for reform.

Weber’s bill would 
require local governments 
to approve the replacement 
of a dwelling if the former 
dwelling on the property 
met a list of requirements, 
including having electric-
ity, plumbing and heating, 
and if property taxes were 

paid on the dwelling for 
more than ten years, even 
if permits for the prior 
dwelling are missing.

By dint of her mem-
bership on the education 
appropriations commit-
tee, Weber has also been 
involved in an ongoing 
reevaluation of the qual-
ity education model used 
since 1999 to determine 
the proper level of funding 
for Oregon schools. Weber 
said that she and other 
committee members are 
looking at what is included 
in the model and plan to 
bring a bill updating the 
requirements for the model 
to the full legislature be-
fore the end of session.

“We get the reports and 
they say we’re not spend-

ing enough money. Do 
we do anything about it? 
No, we accept the report,” 
Weber said. “Okay, so 
maybe we ought to look at 
what’s required and a little 
bit better picture of what 
we can do to fully fund 
education.”

Weber will also seek 
$225,000 in funding for the 
Nehalem Bay Food Pantry 
and $155,000 for a traffic 
signal outside the fire sta-
tion at the intersection of 

Highways 26 and 47 in the 
annual capital construction 
bill and participate in task 
forces focused on drinking 
water and hunger.

Looking ahead, Weber, 
who walked out of the 
2023 legislative session in 
protest against a bill aim-
ing to protect reproductive 
rights and gender affirming 
care, rendering her ineli-
gible to run for reelection, 
said that she is still mull-
ing her options, includ-

ing running for office in 
Tillamook where she was 
previously mayor, and sad 
that her time in Salem is 
nearly through.

“I’m looking at all my 
options,” Weber said. “I 
haven’t made any deci-
sions yet. I’m still wishing 
that I could have continued 
for another term, but that 
isn’t in the cards. I find 
this work very challenging 
and I’ll have a lot of time 
on my hands.”

Weber
Ready for Session
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Vision for mixed-use Bay City 
development takes shape

WILL CHAPPELL
CITIZEN EDITOR

Over the last year, the 
owners of the former 
paintbrush handle fac-
tory in Bay City have 
been working to flesh out 
their plans to develop the 
property into a mixed-use 
development with afford-
able housing and space for 
businesses.

Lisa and Ralph McRae 
have worked with Salazar 
Architect Inc. to gather 
community feedback on 
the project and develop 
a master plan envision-
ing 58 units on the site 
and will appear before the 
Tillamook County Hous-
ing Commission this week 
to seek further funding to 
help support the project, 
which they feel can be an 
important asset for the 
community.

“We want it to be more 
thoughtful, more mindful 
about the place, because 
the place matters. If it 
didn’t, we could just build 
big homes and sell them 

off, and that’s not what 
we’re trying to do,” Lisa 
said. “We want to create 
more opportunity in the 
community, certainly for 
us, but for others, and we 
see the way we can do 
that with the amount of 
property that we have, the 
infrastructure, all of that.”

The couple has been 
working towards develop-
ing housing on the prop-
erty since 2020, when the 
factory ceased manufactur-
ing operations after more 
than 60 years producing 
paintbrush handles and 
a one-year stint produc-
ing furniture. Currently, 
the former manufacturing 
space houses workshop 
space for various communi-
ty members and businesses, 
while the McRaes also run 
a U-Haul business and rent 
storage space in another 
building on the property.

Last year, the McRaes 
were awarded $40,000 by 
the housing commission, 
which they used to con-
tract with Salazar, hold-
ing a community meeting 

attended by more than 40 
in August and developing a 
master plan for housing on 
the site. That master plan 
includes 58 dwellings on 
the property, including a 
16-unit apartment building, 
12 1,100-1,200-square-
foot, single-family houses, 
each of which would also 
include an accessory dwell-
ing unit, eight townhomes 
and a ten-home cottage 
cluster, while leaving the 
25,000-square-foot factory 
and building being used for 
storage. 

Lisa and Ralph said that 
all the units would be af-
fordable to people making 
between 80% and 120% of 
the area’s median income, 
that they would like to 
explore ownership models 
for some of the housing 
and that they envision the 
cottage cluster as ideal for 
seniors who want to age in 
place. “The whole idea was 
you can live in this apart-
ment, you work, and then 
you can be able to buy a 
townhome or buy a house, 
and then you can move 

into that, and you can keep 
going up that ladder,” Lisa 
said. 

Ralph said that they 
had been surprised at the 
amount of housing that 
would fit on the property, 
and that while they planned 
to solicit further commu-
nity feedback and remain 
open to change, it seemed 
to be what many in the 
community want. “We are 
going to remain adaptable 
to what has to happen to 
move it forward,” Ralph 
said. “The scale is so 
much more than what we 
imagined, but the feedback 
is this is a positive direc-
tion, so let’s keep going 
with that and then find out 
what’s the obstacle to get to 
the next step.”

Currently, that next 
obstacle is getting ground-
work done for the prop-
erty, including platting and 
determining where utilities 
need to be located, which 
Ralph said could cost up to 
$300,000. 

The couple will appear 
before the housing com-

mission this week to seek 
a grant to help begin that 
groundwork process. They 
are also in the process of 
identifying and applying 
for other grants, including 
ones from Oregon’s Depart-
ment of Environmental 
Quality and Oregon Hous-
ing and Community Ser-
vices, and working to build 
a capital funding package 
with banks.

Once the groundwork is 
completed and as the fund-
ing picture comes into fo-
cus, the couple will need to 
decide which aspect of the 
project to construct first, 
with Ralph saying they 
were primarily debating the 
merits of the single-family 
homes with ADUs against 
those of the apartment 
building, which would be 
easier from an infrastruc-
ture perspective.

At the same time as 
they develop the vision for 
housing on the property, 
the couple is also work-
ing on the business-facing 
side of the development, 
updating and upgrading 

the two existing building 
on the site and looking 
for an anchor tenant for 
the former factory space. 
The McRaes said that 
the plan is for the build-
ing currently being used 
for storage to house the 
workshops currently in the 
former factory once a ten-
ant is found, and that they 
have been looking across 
the state for that tenant, 
with an eye on companies 
in modular housing, which 
they feel would be a boon 
to the area.

The couple said that 
they plan to hold another 
meeting to gather com-
munity input soon and 
that they remain driven 
to create a meaningful 
community as a legacy for 
the McRae family. “Fun-
damentally, we’re working 
hard just because the fam-
ily is the important piece,” 
Lisa said. “It’s like leaving 
something behind that is 
the entire family’s—there’s 
a lot of McRaes that live 
here—and that they can all 
be proud of.”
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FREE
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MARMOLEUM • LAMINATE FLOORS
CORK FLOORING • BAMBOO

RECYCLED (Polyethylene) CARPETS
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NATURAL STONE TILE
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Floor Covering

Nehalem Bay
Ready Mix
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Gravel, LLC
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• Hot Water   • Prompt Delivery
• Crushed Rock   • Fill Material   • Rip Rap

• Decorative Bounders

20890 Foss Road, Nehalem

503-368-5157
Call in advance for Saturday delivery   •   CCB #160326

Sand & Gravel
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Chamber banquet draws record crowd
WILL CHAPPELL

CITIZEN EDITOR

More than 375 commu-
nity members came togeth-
er at the Tillamook County 
Fairgrounds on January 
24, for the Tillamook Area 
Chamber of Commerce’s 
annual Awards Banquet.

Attendees were treated 
to hors d’oeuvres and din-
ner catered by Garibaldi’s 
Portside Bistro, before a 
live auction raised funds 
for the chamber’s grant 
program and local busi-
nesses, projects and people 
were recognized for their 
accomplishments in the 
past year.

“It’s where we come 
together to honor business-
es, projects, people in the 
community that have had 
a significant impact,” said 
Chamber of Commerce 
Executive Director Justin 
Aufdermauer. 

The event started with 
a social hour, before at-
tendees enjoyed a Scottish 
themed dinner in celebra-
tion of the chamber’s an-
nual European trip which 
will visit Scotland this 
summer.

After dinner, Aufder-

mauer welcomed Kaylan 
Sisco, last year’s citizen 
of the year and former 
CEO of the Tillamook 
YMCA, to host the event’s 
live auction. A variety 
of dining experiences, a 
standup freezer and Oregon 
football tickets all drew 
considerable interest, but 
the largest donation of the 
night came when one donor 
excitedly paid Sisco $2,000 
for the kilt he was wearing, 
on the condition that he 
remove it onstage.

Following the auction, 
the crowd participated in a 
raise-your-cards style fund-
raising event for the main-
tenance of the veterans’ 
memorial in downtown 
Tillamook, before Aufder-
mauer returned to present 
the chamber’s community 
awards.

Tillamook Grocery 
Outlet was selected large 
business of the year, with 
owner Rob Williams say-
ing, “this community has 
welcomed us since day one 
and I cannot express my 
gratitude to every member 
of the community for that.”

The Tillamook branch 
of the Oregon Coast Bank 
was named small business 

of the year for their efforts 
to engage with commu-
nity organizations, and the 
National Bank Building 
redevelopment on Second 
Street Plaza, being led by 
Terry Phillips, was named 
project of the year.

Tillamook Bay Com-
munity College’s Nursing 
Program was honored as 
the program of the year, 
and Barbara McCann 
named citizen of the year 
for her longtime support of 
the North Coast Recreation 
District in Nehalem, which 
opened its new aquatics 
center last year. 

Finally, at the end of 
the ceremony, the Loren 
E. Parks Trust was recog-
nized with a Community 
Impact Award, accepted 
by trustee Jerry Dove. The 
trust has existed for more 
than 40 years and sup-
ported a wide variety of 
community organizations 
and projects including the 
Tillamook County Fair-
grounds, Tillamook County 
YMCA, Tillamook Bay 
Community College Foun-
dation, Adventist Health 
Tillamook and many more 
with millions of dollars in 
donations. 

PHOTO COURTESY TILLAMOOK AREA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
Aufdermauer (left) and Dove with the Community Impact Award presented to Dove on behalf of the 
Loren E. Parks Trust. Aufdermauer shields Sisco as he removes his kilt for a $2,000 donation at the end of the live auction.

Tillamook Bay Community College President Paul Jarrell addresses the crowd after accepting the program 
of the year award for the college’s nursing program as Aufdermauer and members of the college’s board 
and staff look on.

Barbara McCann was selected citizen of the year for her work with the North County Recreation District 
dating to before its establishment in 1997. 

Tillamook Bay Community College President Paul Jarrell addresses the crowd after accepting the program 
of the year award for the college’s nursing program as Aufdermauer and members of the college’s board 
and staff look on.
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