
G
U

I
D

E
 

T
O

 
F

E
S

T
I

V
A

L
 

E
V

E
N

T
S Stormy Weather 

Arts Festival
Special Section
Inside

Friday, November 1, 2024 | Vol. 48, Issue 11 www.cannonbeachgazette.com

See ARREST, Page A2

WILL CHAPPELL
Gazette Editor

For more than twenty 
years, a group of Clat-
sop County potters have 
crafted thousands of 
bowls to support The Har-
bor in Astoria and Tides 
of Change in Tillamook in 
their missions of outreach 
to survivors of domestic 
and sexual violence.

Over five days in Octo-

ber, volunteers stoked an 
enormous kiln buried deep 
in a forested hillside, and 
on October 26, more than 
a hundred people gath-
ered at Pacific Restaurant 
in Tillamook for Tides 
of Change’s Soup Bowl 
event.

“It’s the idea of work-
ing together, collabora-
tion, because if you get 
good people working 
together you can do 

anything,” said Richard 
Rowland, the potter who 
coordinates the bowls’ 
production on his property 
outside Astoria.

Rowland has a long 
history in Clatsop County, 
having purchased the 
property from a timber 
company following a 
clearcut in the 1970s, 
when he was teaching 
pottery at Clatsop Com-
munity College. 

Rowland built his 
first Anagama kiln on 
the property in the early 
1980s, bringing the me-
dieval Japanese pottery 
technique to Oregon for 
the first time. Anagama 
kilns are wood fired and 
require constant stoking 
for five days to a week 
to give pieces a unique 
finish thanks to the vari-
ance in the fire’s heat and 
intensity in different parts 

of the kiln.
The kiln, nicknamed the 

dragon kiln, became an 
asset for the local pottery 
community, with Rowland 
offering free use, as long 
as artists participated in 
the long and physically 
intensive stoking process, 
which usually occurs 
twice or thrice annually.

Rowland began 

See CAFÉ, Page A8 See CANDIDATES, Page A2

See POTTERS, Page A2

The Anagama kiln during the firing process.

Achieving a dream
Longtime proprietor purchases 
Lazy Susan Café building

PIERCE BAUGH V
for the Gazette

When patrons walk into 
the Lazy Susan Café, Rosa 
Alvarez greets them with a 
warm smile. It’s the smile of 
someone who has achieved 
their dream, in this case 
owning not just the Lazy 
Susan Café but the building 
where it is located as well. 

“It’s my dream,” Alvarez 
said of her acquisition of the 
Lazy Susan and the building 
that has housed it since it 
opened in the 1970s, adding 
that she had not imagined 
it would be possible to 
achieve.

Alvarez emigrated from 
Mexico in 1995. Seeking 
small-town charm and a 
cooler climate, she ended 
up on the northern Oregon 
Coast. That same year she 
started working at the Lazy 
Susan as a dishwasher. She 
eventually transitioned into 
the kitchen before buying 
the business in July of 2007.

Though the café might be 
named Lazy Susan, there’s 
nothing lazy about Alvarez 
who arrives at three in the 
morning to bake and prepare 
to treat patrons to customer 
favorites like gingerbread 
waffles, ham and cheese 
omelets, and Mediterranean 
Seafood Stew. And after 
a long day at the café, she 
comes home and works on 
the books. 

A citizen, a hero

Cannon 
Beach 
Police get 
assist with 
arrest

PIERCE BAUGH V
for the Gazette

Many live in and visit 
Cannon Beach for its 
tranquility. The ocean, the 
art, the giant rock jetting 
out of the beach all make 
this a place sought after for 
relaxation. But just because 
Cannon Beach is a peace-
lovers’ paradise doesn’t 
mean that the occasional 
incident doesn’t happen, 
like on September 26th.

Cannon Beach Police 
Chief Rob Schulz received 
a call around 9 a.m. about 
an alleged shoplifter at the 
Mariner Market, reportedly 
stealing beer and a hat 
among other items. Chief 
Schulz, who was working 
solo that day, went to the 
location but couldn’t find 
a person who matched the 
description. 

Close to 11 a.m., Chief 
Schulz received another 
call. Someone had alleg-
edly tried to enter a vehicle 
by climbing through the 
open passenger door 
window while the car was 
driving downtown. 

The description given 
for the man matched the 
description of the man who 
stole from Mariner Market. 

Chief Schulz went back 

Clatsop potters support local domestic 
violence centers with artisan bowls

Council candidates 
participate in forum

WILL CHAPPELL
Gazette Editor

Three candidates vying 
for two open positions 
on Cannon Beach’s City 
Council participated in a 
forum hosted at the Can-
non Beach Chamber of 
Commerce on October 18.

Mike Bates, Deanna 
Hammond and Erik 
Ostrander responded to 
questions from former 
State Representative Deb-
orah Boone at the event 
hosted by Cannon Beach 
Together.

Bates said that he 
hailed from the Great 
Basin and that he had 
been compelled to move 
after finding that the 
community’s trees spoke 
to him. Bates said that he 
had spent half his time 
in Cannon Beach under-
standing what they were 
saying to him and the 
other half figuring out 
what it means. Bates cur-
rently serves on the city’s 
planning commission and 
said that he was moti-
vated to run because he 
felt an obligation to give 
back to the community.

Bates said that he 
wanted to see the city 
look at expanding hous-
ing options in downtown 
Cannon Beach, especially 
multifamily units. Bates 
said that he thought the 
community needed to 
have a conversation about 
instituting paid parking 
downtown and stop short-
term rentals from being 
located in new construc-
tion.

Regarding the Cannon 
Beach Elementary rejuve-
nation project, Bates said 
that he understood the 
reasons that the project’s 
budget has grown signifi-
cantly and still supported 
it. He said that while he 
was glad citizens were 
voting on the project, it 
was the least important 
issue facing the city.

Hammond owns the 
Cannon Beach Bakery 
with her husband and had 
a background as a finan-
cial controller prior to 
that. Hammond said that 
she was running for the 
council because she felt 
that businesses needed to 
have a voice in the com-
munity, and she doesn’t 
feel that is currently 
happening. 

Hammond said that she 
thought the shortage of 
housing options for area 
businesses was a major 
point of concern. She 
said that she would bring 
knowledge from her pre-
vious work experience to 
bear on addressing it, in-
cluding by looking at the 
possibility of building at 
the city-owned Southwind 
property and applying for 
state funding.

Hammond also spoke 
forcefully in favor of the 
city’s tourist economy, 
arguing that without tour-
ists, transient lodging tax 
revenues would dry up, 
property taxes would only 
go so far and eventually 
the town would go away. 
She said that there had 

PHOTO BY DEB ATIYEH
Rosa Alvarez outside the Lazy Susan Café in 2023. 
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downtown, and at first 
was unable to find the 
suspect, until he went back 
to Mariner Market. There, 
employees were trying to 
detain the suspect who had 
returned to the store. As 
Chief Schulz pulled into 
the parking lot, the man 
ran towards Second and 
Spruce.
The man jumped into 

some bushes, trying to 
hide from Chief Schulz. A 
bystander pointed out his 
location, and Schulz found 
him lying on his back, not 
responding to commands 
and answering Chief 
Schulz with incoherent 
prattling. 
Due to the suspect not 

cooperating, Chief Schulz 
called in assistance from 
the Seaside Police De-
partment, which was nine 
minutes away. Until help 
arrived, Chief Schulz 
would have to restrain the 
suspect himself, no small 
feat since Edward Korang, 
the suspect in the case is 
6’4”.
Korang was a challenge 

for Chief Schulz to subdue 
on his own but, fortu-
nately, a passerby stepped 
in to offer assistance. “I 
heard from my right side a 
gentleman ask if I needed 
help. And I said, ‘You 
bet,’” said Chief Schulz. 
With the help of the 
stranger, who is not in law 
enforcement, Chief Schulz 
was able to handcuff the 
suspect. 
It turned out that it was 

not the helpful and anon-
ymous stranger’s first run 
in with Korang that day, as 
it had been his car Korang 
attempted to jump in.

After giving his state-
ment to a dispatcher about 
Korang trying to break 
into his car, he decided 
to go to Mariner Market 
for lunch when he came 
across Chief Schulz trying 
to restrain the man he had 
just reported.  
“It was very much 

appreciated,” said Chief 
Schulz of the citizen’s 
help. 
The citizen was pre-

sented with a letter of 
appreciation on Oct. 15. 
“There are still people that 
will help out,” said Chief 
Schulz.
Though Chief Schulz 

has had a decades-long 
career—working for the 
Cannon Beach Police 
Department from 1999 to 
2011, then spending 13 
years with the Black Butte 
Police Department, before 
returning to Cannon Beach 
this summer—this was the 
first time that a citizen has 
helped him apprehend a 
suspect.
If one were to ever en-

counter a situation where 
an officer is struggling to 
subdue a suspect, be the 
best witness possible un-
less directed by an officer 
to intervene. If someone 
ever feels the need to get 
involved, ask the officer 
first like the citizen in this 
story. Chief Schulz has 
this advice for people who 
may feel the need to ever 
assist an officer: “If we 
need your help, we’ll ask 
for your help.” 
Given that the incident 

happened in a downtown 
full of people, Chief 
Schulz felt it especially 
necessary to restrain Ko-
rang as quickly as possible 
Despite a hectic day, 

Chief Schulz says his re-
turn to Cannon Beach feels 
like a homecoming, and he 
wants people to know that 
incidents like this are rare 
in the community.
As for the unexpected 

help from a stranger, Chief 
Schulz will always be 
grateful to the man who is 
a citizen and a hero. 

Potters
Artisan Bowls
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Arrest
Citizen & Hero
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Forum
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working with The Harbor 
around 2000, when the 
agency’s then director 
approached him to ask if 
he could help with a fund-

raiser involving bowls and 
he agreed on the condition 
that she and her staff col-
laborate in the production 
process.
“I said, ‘I don’t want 

to just hand over money, 
I want to collaborate with 
you’, and told her if you’ll 
collaborate with me, we 
can both improve our 
outlook on the vision,” 

Rowland said.
That first year, Row-

land and a fellow potter 
each made 50 bowls, but 
that number has grown 
greatly in the years since, 
with a group of ten potters 
making about 500 bowls 
each year now to facilitate 
events by The Harbor and 
Tides of Change. Rowland 
explained that some bowls 
are broken in the firing 
process and that he only 
likes to give exceptional 
bowls to his nonprofit 
partners, so each organiza-

tion receives 150 bowls for 
their event.
Each year, employees 

from both organizations 
visit Rowland’s property to 
help with the firing, which 
now occurs in a new kiln, 
inaugurated in 2018 after 
the original kiln deformed 
in the shape of a banana.
During the weeklong 

course of the firing pro-
cess, Rowland said that 
some 25 volunteers will 
help to stoke the kiln’s fire 
and celebrate with a party 
once the process is com-

plete. Rowland said that 
the communal aspect of the 
firing and fundraiser itself 
are incredibly important 
to him and that he feels 
getting involved with the 
community is something 
that artists should do more. 
On October 26, Rowland 

and several of the other 
potters traveled to Tilla-
mook to participate in the 
Soup Bowl event. At the 
gathering, local supporters 
were treated to an all-you-
can-eat soup buffet featur-
ing soups from more than a 

dozen local restaurants and 
individuals. The Harbor 
holds their fundraiser an-
nually in the spring.
Tides of Change Ex-

ecutive Director Valerie 
Bundy said that she loved 
the fundraiser and trea-
sured the bowls from past 
events and was honored by 
the potters’ support.
“It’s pretty special when 

you think of the amount of 
time and dedication some-
one does to create these 
bowls for us,” Bundy said. 

been good conversations 
about paid parking and 
improving transportation 
and that it was time for the 
city to act and to broach 
the subject of a short-term 
rental property cap.

Hammond said that she 
was opposed to the current 
proposal for the elemen-
tary school rejuvenation 
project. She said that she 
knew the city needed to 
do something with the 
property but said that she 
shouldn’t have to have an 
alternate plan to oppose it.
Ostrander has lived in 

Cannon Beach since 2018 
and runs the Sea Breeze 
Court motel with his wife, 
giving him an opportunity 
to interact with locals and 
tourists and stay abreast of 
developments in the hospi-

tality industry. Ostrander is 
also a volunteer firefighter 
and member of the city’s 
planning commission and 
said that he is running 
because he is young, has a 
lot of energy and wants to 
give back to the commu-
nity.
Ostrander said that he 

wanted to address the 
city’s housing shortage by 
amending codes to make 
building smaller units 
with more density the easy 
option compared to build-
ing large, single-family 
residences. He said that he 

would like to see the city 
get a handle on informa-
tion about short-term rental 
properties to facilitate a 
community conversation 
ahead of a possible cap 
on the number of 14-day 
rentals allowed.
Ostrander said that he 

had believed in the original 
vision for the elementary 
school as a community 
center but was frustrated 
with the growth of the 
facility’s scope and budget 
without community input 
and opposed the current 
plans. 

OCEANFRONT, MIDTOWN CLASSIC 
WITH HAYSTACK VIEWS $2,839,999

CHARMING ARCH CAPE COTTAGE WITH 
MAGICAL FLOWER GARDEN $795,000

SECLUDED COVE BEACH ESCAPE WITH 
ENDLESS OCEAN VIEWS $2,600,00

DISCOVER THE COASTAL CHARM 
OF NEHALEM $599,000

SERENE FORESTED VACANT ARCH 
CAPE LOT $199,000

MAGICAL OCEANFRONT BEACH 
COTTAGE IN ARCH CAPE $1,600,000

1/12TH SHARE OWNERSHIP 
3 BED 2 BATH CONDO $94,000

SPACIOUS & ELEGANT CANNON BEACH 
CONDO WITH OCEAN VIEWS $899,000

SEASIDE CHARMER CLOSE TO THE 
BEACH AND DOWNTOWN $660,000

Since our 
beginning in 

1990 we at 
Duane Johnson 
Real Estate have 
welcomed all of 
our clients into 
this community 

with respect, 
appreciation, and 
genuine interest 
in who you are. 

 We are friendly, 
knowledgeable, 

approachable 
and committed to 
helping our clients 
fulfill their dreams 

of living at the 
beach.  

We are thrilled to 
connect with you, 
share our passion
 for this place and 
help you find your 

coastal home.

Michael Henderson - 
Managing Principal Broker

Addison Elliot - 
Broker

Jeremy Youngquist - 
Broker

 Duane Johnson - Founder

H2
45

11

What is RMLS? As the Northwest’s largest REALTOR®-owned Multiple 
Listing Service(MLS), RMLS serves approximately 10,000 Real Estate 
Professionals in over 2,200 offices licensed in Oregon and Washington. 

All brokers listed with firm are licensed in the state of Oregon

296 N. Spruce St. • Cannon Beach • (503) 436-0451

www.duanejohnson.com

Active Members of &

MIDTOWN OCEANFRONT GEM. 
VIEWS FOR DAYS $2,659,999

SOLD

SOLD SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

NEW 
PRICE

Soup Bowl attendees peruse the completed bowls at the event at Pacific Restaurant. The Anagama kiln during the firing process.



Cannon Beach Gazette • November 1, 2024  A3

Looking for the right fit?

Company: Country Media, Inc.
Location: Cannon Beach

Please send a letter of interest to: Frank Perea, fperea@countrymedia.net

Compensation: We offer a competitive salary plus commission, along with 
a comprehensive benefits package that includes medical, paid vacation and 
sick leave, holiday pay, mileage, and phone, among other benefits.

About the Role: Join Country Media as a Multi-media Advertising Sales 
Representative. In this role, you’ll identify, qualify, and sell digital and print 
advertising to businesses. You’ll grow an established client list and attract new 
advertisers in the Cannon Beach market with and its associated publications, 
digital products, and events.

Responsibilities:
• Sell digital advertising solutions, social media products, newspaper ads, 

magazine ads, and event sponsorships.
• Offer the best marketing and advertising products to meet clients’ needs.
• Receive regular training to stay updated on current advertising solutions.
• Act as the local marketing expert for your clients.

Qualifications:
• Computer skills and internet savvy.
• Organizational skills with attention to detail.
• Clear verbal and written communication.
• Exceptional customer service.
• Previous sales experience preferred but not required.
• Bilingual preferred but not required.
• Bring your high achievement and goal orientation to contribute to the 

success of the region’s most trusted news media company.

ADVERTISING 
SALES 

REPRESENTATIVE

fresh brews.
friendly crew.
coastal classics.

503.908.3377  | pelicanbrewing.com | 1371 s hemlock st
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CANNON BEACH

MICHELE
JOHNSON

503-440-0921

$1,849,000
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Cannon Beach 255 N Hemlock St 503-436-1027
Gearhart 588 Pacific Way 503-738-8522

32796 PICTURE WINDOWS
LANE, CANNON BEACH

KATE
MERRELL

503-739-2324

$2,275,000
3039 PACIFIC STREET
CANNON BEACH

TINA
CHAPMAN

503-440-9957

$1,875,000

508 BREAKERS POINT
CANNON BEACH

MICHELE
JOHNSON

503-440-0921

$1,799,000
1740 VIEW POINT TERR
CANNON BEACH

JEFF
ETCHISON

503-440-2540

$1,449,500

901 FAIRWAY COURT
MANZANITA

JACKIE 
WEBER

503-440-2331

$949,900
163 S LAUREL STREET
CANNON BEACH

KATE
MERRELL

503-739-2324

$239,000
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ROAD, ARCH CAPE

JEFF
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747 OAK STREET
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JACKIE 
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TINA
CHAPMAN

503-440-9957
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S HEMLOCK STREET
CANNON BEACH

MICHELE
JOHNSON

503-440-0921

$1,395,000
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MANZANITA
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$975,000
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North Coast Land 
Conservancy is hosting a 
public celebration on Sun-
day, Nov. 3, at the organi-
zation’s recently completed 
Circle Creek Conservation 
Center.

The open house will take 
place from noon to 3 p.m., 
kicking off with a wel-
come reception and light 
refreshments, followed by 
a tour of the new facility, a 
guided walk, and activities 
for children. This event is 
free and open to the public; 
no registration required.

The Circle Creek Con-
servation Center is located 
on the organization’s Circle 
Creek Habitat Reserve, at 
the end of Rippet Road in 
Seaside. It is on the west 
side of U.S. Highway 101, 
0.7 mile north of the junc-
tion with U.S. Highway 26.

Along with celebrat-
ing the completion of the 
Circle Creek Conserva-
tion Center, NCLC also is 
commemorating the 20th 
anniversary of the reserve, 
which was conserved in 
2004. For 20 years, Circle 
Creek has blended NCLC’s 

goals for both ecological 
conservation and commu-
nity outreach.

NCLC broke ground 
on the new conservation 
center late last summer, 
after removing the old barn 
at the property that was 
previously used for events 
and community gatherings. 
Cove Built Construc-
tion oversaw the project; 
Vito Cerelli, of O’Brien 
Design+Build, served as 
the architect.

The new facility includes 
offices for NCLC staff 
and shared work areas, in 
addition to multifunctional 
meeting rooms and com-
munity event and gathering 
space—including a cov-
ered patio—and trailhead 
access. The community 
space will be available for 
not only NCLC’s own pro-
gramming, but use by other 
community organizations 
as well.

“Every time I stand 
out on the patio, I pic-
ture a whole classroom 
of second-graders sitting 
out there on their fieldtrip 
before they head out on 

the trails. I picture our 
celebratory picnics, and 
other people getting to 
use it, and it feels really 
inspiring to imagine all that 

good that is yet to come,” 
NCLC Executive Director 
Katie Voelke says. “NCLC 
is very excited to work 
daily at Circle Creek again. 

But even more so, we are 
delighted by the possibility 
of other community groups 
having access to the space 
and nature. It feels really 

powerful.”
For more information, 

visit NCLCtrust.org/events, 
email nclc@NCLCtrust.org 
or call (503) 738-9126.

Land Conservancy Hosts Celebration at 
Circle Creek Conservation Center

Symphony presents two 
concerts in November

The North Oregon Coast 
Symphony will begin its 
2024-2025 season with 
two concerts in November. 
Titled “Grand Openings,” 
this series offers several 
classical pieces that were 
originally intended as 
preludes to larger works 
such as operas, including 
Dvorak’s Hussite Overture, 
Rossini’s La Gazza Ladra 
(The Thieving Magpie) 
Overture, and Poet and 
Peasant Overture by Franz 

von Suppé. In another grand 
opening, Dylan Morrow, 
a senior at Astoria High 
School this year, will be the 
soloist for the first move-
ment of Edward Elgar’s 
Cello Concerto, Op. 85.

The first concert will take 
place on Saturday, No-
vember 9, at St. Catherine 
Episcopal Church (36335 
N. Hwy 101, Nehalem, OR) 
beginning at 3:00 pm.

The second concert will 
be on Sunday, November 

10, at the Charlene Larsen 
Center for the Performing 
Arts (588 16th St., Astoria, 
OR) beginning at 3:00 pm.

Admission for both con-
certs will be: $10 Adults, 
ages 18 and under FREE 
(children 12 and under with 
adult supervision).

Tickets will be available 
at the door only for the Ne-
halem concert. Tickets for 
the Astoria concert will be 
sold online at charlenelar-
sencenter.org or by phone at 

503 338 9132. Cookies and 
refreshments will be avail-
able at both concerts during 
intermission.

This non-profit orches-
tra, under the direction of 
conductor Cory Pederson, 
brings together musicians 
from the north Oregon and 
south Washington coast to 
perform classical music for 
local audiences. For more 
information, please visit the 
the NOCS website nocsym-
phony.org.
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ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS 
HERE TO CREATE 

TOP OF-MIND-AWARENESS 
CALL 503-842-7535 TODAY!

ARBORIST - TREE CARE

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

CONSTRUCTION

LANDSCAPING

BoB McEwan construction, inc.
Excavation • undErground utiitiEs

road work • Fill MatErial
sitE PrEParation • rock

owned and operated by Mike and Celine MCewan

Serving the paCifiC northweSt SinCe 1956 • CC48302

503-738-3569
34154 Hwy 26, Seaside, OR

P.O. Box 2845, Gearhart, OR

Laurelwood FarmLaurelwood FarmLaurelwood Farm

Laurelwood Compost • Mulch • Planting MacMix
Soil Amendments

34154 HIGHWAY 26
SEASIDE, OR

503-717-1454

YARD DEBRIS DROP-OFF
(no Scotch Broom)

H
49

57
3

ISA Certified Arborists 
ISA Board-Certified Master Arborist

ISA Tree Risk Assessment 
Qualified 

Comprehensive Service, 
Pruning/Removal, 

Stump Grinding/Hazard 
Evaluations 

(503)791-0853 
www.arborcarenw.com 

Care for Your Trees H20157
CCB#171855 

WA#ARBORCI909RW 

Get the latest 
NEWS and

 CLASSIFIEDS
on all your devices

cannonbeachgazette.com

ABOUT US
CANNON BEACH GAZETTE
1906 Second Street, P.O. Box 444, 
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Ricardo’s Tree Service
Got Cedar and Noble 
trees? If so, we want 
your boughs! Top dollar 
paid. We do all the work, 
with over 20 years of 
experience. Call Ricardo 
360-751-1045 or Jose 
564-239-3090. License 
No. 634645

Call or text: Jorge Martinez at 360-751-7723

We buy CEDAR and NOBLE boughs. Do not damage trees. What 
we pay depends on the quality of your trees and do all the work. 

ATTENTION LAND OWNERS

Misc Wanted
790

PAYING TOP $$DOLLAR$$ for 
sport card collections. Premuim 
paid for vintage pre-1980 Call 
Corey 541-838-0364
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Holiday Crafts, 
Writers Read, 

Indigenous People 
& A Painted Bird
By PHYLLIS BERNT
Library Volunteer

The holiday season is 
around the corner, and 
people will soon be looking 
for unique gifts for friends 
and family. Fortunately for 
gift-seekers—and for the 
library—some generous sup-
porters are donating special, 
hand-crafted items to raise 
funds for the library. 

Cannon Beach artist Mary 
Schoessler has created a gor-
geous piece of stained glass 
for a raffle to benefit the li-
brary. The 13 inch by 19 inch 
stained glass panel features a 
literate octopus, reposing in a 
jewel-toned bed of sea shells 
while paging through a book 
titled “Tide Pool Tales.”

Raffle tickets can be 
purchased in-person at the 
library (131 N. Hemlock, in 
downtown Cannon Beach), 
or online through the library 
website (www.cannonbeach-

library.org).  Tickets are 
one for $1; six for $5; or 
twenty-five for $20.

The drawing will take 
place during the library’s 
Annual Holiday Tea on 
December 7. Ticket holders 
need not be present to win.

A dedicated group of 
knitters, crocheters and 
other crafters are donating 
their creations to an ongoing 
Holiday Craft Sale at the 
library from November 15 to 
December 15. This craft sale 
has become a holiday tradi-
tion, offering patrons one-of-
a-kind hats, gloves, blankets, 
baby items and more.

The NW Author Speakers 
Series Committee has com-
pleted plans for the seventh 
Annual Writers Read Cele-
bration. Since 2019 writers 
have been asked to write on a 
specific theme, with selected 
writings read during an eve-
ning of celebration. 

Past themes included 
views about the North 
Coast; the pandemic and its 
aftermath; channeling Ernest 
Hemingway; and writing 
a beach noir. This year’s 
theme is “Rising Tide.” 
Writers can submit poetry, 
short stories, essays or other 
genres. Submissions should 
be no longer than 600 words, 
and writers are limited to no 
more than three submissions. 

The call for submissions 
opens November 4; the 
deadline for submissions 
is January 31. A panel of 
judges will select 12 to 15 
submissions to be read at a 
celebration on the evening of 
March 14. Questions can be 

directed to info@cannon-
beachlibrary.org.

November is Native 
American Heritage Month, 
and four Cannon Beach non-
profits (the Tolovana Arts 
Colony, the History Center 
& Museum, the Coaster 
Theatre and the library) 
are celebrating with “The 
Gathering.” This celebration, 
scheduled for November 8 
through 10, includes art, mu-
sic, poetry and presentations, 
with all events free and open 
to the public.

The library’s participation 
in “The Gathering” involves 
two events on Saturday, No-
vember 9.  Both events will 
be presented in person at the 
library and also streamed 
through the library’s website 
(www.cannonbeachlibrary.
org.

At 10:30 a.m. the library 
will host Dr. Drew Viles 
and Rachel Cushman who 
will present “Natives Work: 
Cultural Fire and Indige-
nous Naming on the Pacific 
Coast.” Indigenous people 
have traditionally used fire 
in their stewardship of natu-
ral resources. 

Dr. Viles is a member of 
the Siletz Tribe. He is a tra-
ditional basket weaver and 
storyteller and an Instructor 
of Language, Literature, 
and Communication at Lane 
Community College. He 
is also a former Associate 
Judge of the Tribal Court of 
the Confederated Tribes of 
Siletz Indians. 

Rachel Cushman is the 
Secretary and Treasurer of 
the Chinook Indian Nation 

and also a board member of 
the Necanicum Watershed 
Council. She is a doctoral 
student in the Department of 
Indigenous, Race, and Eth-
nic Studies at the University 
of Oregon.

The second event, at 2 
p.m. on November 9, is part 
of “The Gathering” and also 
part of the library’s NW Au-
thor Speakers Series.  Writer, 
poet and storyteller Cliff 
Taylor will give a presenta-
tion at the library. 

Taylor is an enrolled 
member of the Ponca Tribe 
in Nebraska; after living in 
New Orleans and Seattle, 
he found his way to Astoria. 
His work is an expression 
of the culture, values and 
beliefs of his ancestors and 
of his identity as an indige-
nous person.  

His essays and poems 
have been published online 
with lastrealindians.com 
and in print in The Yellow 
Medicine Review, Oak-
wood Magazine and Hipfish 
Monthly. His books include 
the memoir, “Memory of 
Souls,” and the poetry col-
lections, “The Native Who 
Never Left” and “Notes of 
an Indigenous Futurist.”

Taylor is the great-great-
great grandson of Chief 
Standing Bear, a noted 
Ponca chief who success-
fully fought for the recogni-
tion of indigenous people as 
legal persons protected by 
the Fourteenth Amendment 
rather than as wards of the 
government.

The Cannon Beach Reads 
book club will meet at 7 

p.m. on Wednesday, No-
vember 20, to discuss “The 
Painted Bird,” by Jerzy 
Kosinski.

This will be a hybrid 
meeting with participants 
able to take part in the 
discussion in-person at the 
library or virtually (contact 
book club coordinator Joe 
Bernt at berntj@ohio.edu for 
the Zoom link).

Kosinski tells the story 
of a six-year-old boy who 
is sent by his parents to a 
rural area in Eastern Europe 
for his own safety during 
World War II. The parents 
entrust him to the care of an 
elderly peasant woman who, 
unfortunately, dies, leaving 
the young boy to wander 
alone from village to village 
all through the war. 

The ethnicity of the boy is 
not clear, but with his black 
hair and olive complexion, 
he is assumed by the blond-
haired peasants he encoun-
ters to be a Jew or Gypsy. 
The boy is met with distrust 
and superstitious fear, and 
subjected to ill treatment 
from virtually everyone he 
encounters, from ignorant 
peasants to violent German 
soldiers.

When it was first pub-
lished, critics assumed “The 
Painted Bird” was autobio-
graphical, and hailed Kosin-
ski as an important witness 
to a horrific period in 
history. Holocaust survivor 
Elie Wiesel described the 
book as “written with deep 
sincerity and sensitivity.”  
Critics also marveled at the 
Polish Kosinski’s command 

of English.
Some years later however, 

accusations surfaced that the 
book was a work of fiction. 
Kosinski, it was claimed, 
had survived the war with 
his parents, living under 
false identities as Christians. 
Moreover, some claimed that 
Kosinski paid to have his 
work translated into English. 
Kosinski’s reputation was 
significantly damaged by 
these charges.

Kosinski stayed in Poland 
after the war, earning grad-
uate degrees and teaching in 
Lodz. He eventually emi-
grated to the U.S., where he 
worked odd jobs; graduated 
from Columbia; became a 
lecturer at Yale and Prince-
ton; and rubbed elbows with 
celebrities, intellectuals and 
filmmakers. His other books 
include “The Devil Tree,” 
“Steps,”  “Being There,” 
“Blind Date” and “Pinball.” 
Some of his books were 
adapted into films.

 K.C. Nau will lead the 
discussion on November 20. 
Coffee and cookies will be 
provided at the library. The 
book club meets on the third 
Wednesday of each month 
at 7 p.m. New participants 
are always welcome, even if 
they haven’t read the book.

Children of all ages are 
invited to Bilingual Story 
Time on Saturday, No-
vember 23 at 2 p.m. at the 
library. Children will listen 
to stories read in English and 
Spanish and participate in 
a crafting project. Children 
must be accompanied by an 
adult. 

 AT THE LIBRARY

 LETTERS
Clatsop-Nehalem 
Tribe Expresses 

Support for 
Cannon Beach 

Elementary School 
Renovation

The Clatsop-Nehalem 
tribal council has been con-
sulting with and giving our 
input to CIDA (the architec-
tural firm retained to design 
the NeCus’ Cannon Beach 
elementary school renovation 
project). We have sent them 
pictures of basketry, tools, 
canoes and other historical 
photos of tribal members and 
artifacts. They have taken all 
of our input and have incor-
porated it into their design 
for the NeCus’ project. For 
example, the wave pattern 
in the playground is taken 
from a basket made by Jenny 
Michele, a well known tribal 
elder who lived in the Cannon 
beach area in the last century. 
CIDA has been amazing to 
work with and we all like the 
building design very much. 

A long house has never 
been discussed for the Ne-
Cus’ site in Cannon Beach. 
There have been around 50 
meetings with CIDA and the 
Clatsop-Nehalem Tribes. 
The current design has the 
complete backing of the Clat-
sop-Nehalem Tribe.

David Stowe
Vice Chair, Clatsop-Ne-

halem Confederated Tribes
 
Consider tsunami 
risk to elementary 

project
Dear Cannon Beach,
Please consider these 

words from someone whose 
family homeplace was just 
wiped out by a surge of water. 
Climate change is serious. 
Human survival depends on 
our ability to join together 
and make resourceful deci-
sions.

We need an old-school 
revival of respect for nature’s 
needs and limits. That means 
moving beyond conventional 
thinking about economic 
development.

Cannon Beach would not 
model good stewardship by 
spending $12+ million to 
build an upmarket tourist 
venue in a tsunami target 
zone. The costly design now 
proposed for remodeling our 
vacated school is a conspicu-
ous reversal of government’s 
decision to move students to a 
different location.

Officials insist a grand-s-
cale lobby for their designed 
remodel will teach people 
about Indigenous ways and 
environmental awareness. 
To me it looks like tax-and-

spend entrepreneurs are using 
compelling packaging to sell 
a design that skirts the devel-
opment rules everyone else 
must follow.

Why not scale back the de-
sign, save money, and invest 
those savings in cross-cul-
tural experiences that inspire 
people to care for creation? 
Why not offer scholarships 
so less-privileged folks can 
participate in meaningful 
events?

Surely the spirit of our 
village wants us to remind the 
world that small is beautiful. 
Surely, she doesn’t want Can-
non Beach to become more of 
a country club.

God help us be consistent 
and prioritize resources for 
living beings. We don’t need 
a government-subsidized 
monument to affluence in a 
low waterfront spot where 
climate change and tectonic 
patterns make people increas-
ingly vulnerable.

Please Vote no on Measure 
4-234.

Watt Childress
Cannon Beach

A councilor’s 
perspective 
on NeCus

The question is easy: 
Should the city of Cannon 
Beach issue $7.8 million 
in bonds – at no cost to the 
taxpayer – to renovate the 
former elementary school and 
create a cultural/community 
center open to visitors and 
residents?

Opponents want a com-
munity center at the school, 
but they want the cost and the 
size reduced.  

• If the former school 
became strictly a community 
center for residents, tourism 
taxes couldn’t pay for it. State 
law requires that 70 percent 
of tourism taxes be spent on 
marketing or a tourism-re-
lated facility, such as NeCus’ 
would be.

 Property taxes would have 
to be increased to pay for 
creating a community center, 
which could cost at least $8 
million, just for renovation. 

• Most of the cost is going 
to renovate the basic build-
ing. The school is in such 
bad condition that the city’s 
building official called for its 
demolition in 2010. It hasn’t 
been used since 2013 and has 
only deteriorated further.

• NeCus’ will cover the 
same footprint as the current 
school. A 1,200-square-foot 
lobby will connect the gym 
and classrooms. The lobby 
equals 10 percent of the entire 
building. A kitchen and rest-
rooms will be added within 
the footprint. 

NeCus’ won’t be a costly 
“boondoggle.” At no cost to 

residents, we will be able to 
continue the site’s tribal and 
education tradition. Visitors 
and residents will continue to 
participate in environmental, 
artistic and recreational activ-
ities in a beautiful, renovated 
structure that we can all be 
proud of.

Nancy McCarthy
Cannon Beach City Coun-

cil

Honor local tribes 
by supporting 
NeCus project

It is heartbreaking that all 
the positive and heart-felt 
intentions of so many of 
our tribal and community 
members are being treated 
with such negativity.  Count-
less hours have been put into 
the design of the lobby by 
the tribal members. Their 
indigenous cultural values 
and knowledge were infused 
within the design. Their story 
is instilled in the welcoming 
entrance, the lighting, the 
floor, the ancestral photos, 
and the exhibits that will 
be shared. The lobby is a 
connecting place where the 
classrooms and gym/gather-
ing space exists. It creates a 
space for tribal culture and 
their place in the history of 
this beloved place to be hon-
ored. One of the first requests 
the tribe made was to keep 
the Food Bank at NeCus’ as 
a reminder of its significance 
as a place where all were wel-
come, and food was shared. 

All our community were 
welcome at the planning 
meetings, all voices and 
ideas. Plans were shared, 
plans were reworked. Months 
and months of energy created 
the now ready to be built 
plan. Here we go instead into 
another long winter of dark 
nights. Let’s move forward 
and say yes to our first people 
who welcomed our ancestors 
so long ago. They made a 
welcoming place for all. It is 
time for us to honor and wel-
come them with open arms.

Disclaimer: I speak as a 
citizen and not as a member 
of the City Parks Committee.

Betty Gearen 
Cannon Beach

Incorrect candidate 
statement

At the Cannon Beach 
Coffee with the Councilors 
October 21st, a comment 
made by candidate Mike 
Bates needs to be corrected. 
Bates stated that the Cannon 
Beach Chamber of Com-
merce receives 70% of the 
transient lodging funds. This 
misinformation on how funds 
are dispersed demonstrates a 
complete lack of understand-
ing of the subject.

The Chamber of Com-
merce is a non-profit orga-
nization with the mission 
of supporting the business 
community of Cannon Beach. 
It receives no funding from 
the city but is funded by 
member dues. The chamber 
is contracted by the City of 
Cannon Beach to provide 
visitor information and 
destination marketing within 
the chamber-owned building. 
According to the city budget 
this contact is funded by 
7% of the total TLT funds 
collected and remitted to the 
city from hotel revenue. This 
contract was supported by the 
lodging industry when the 
City increased the lodging tax 
in 2015. Annually, the Cham-
ber receives approximately 
$500,000 to do this work.

This total lack of knowl-
edge and misinformation 
regarding city functions 
added to Bates’ blow up at 
the October 18th Candidate 
Forum timekeeper demon-
strates an unfit candidate for 
city council.

When voting, pick even 
tempered candidates who 
show accurate knowledge of 
city functions.

Matt Buschert
Cannon Beach

No on 4-234
The Cannon Beach I grew 

up with and love is slipping 
away. People who have made 
it what it is are dying, be-
loved businesses are changing 
hands, and quaint cottages are 
being demolished for modern, 
second homes. 

I did not go to school here 
but spent summers with my 
wonderful grandmother at 
her small motel, of which I 
am the proud manager and 
future owner. So, I don’t have 
memories of going to the old 
Cannon Beach Elementary 
School (although my mom 
has a few), but the mural 
along the entrance path really 
says a lot. 

It was painted by locals 
who loved the Cannon Beach 
that I love with Osburn’s Ice 
Creamery (I always got bub-
blegum ice cream), Mike’s 
Bike Shop, El Mundo for 
Men, Jay lighting the lamp 
at Christmas, and of course, 
Bruce’s Candy Kitchen. 
The bright colors and joyful 
people could soon be another 
thing lost to time and further 
destruction of our village’s 
unique history.

If measure 4-234 for the 
NeCus’ facility passes, this 
mural will be destroyed to 
build a lobby space. This 
beautiful reminder of Cannon 
Beach, made by so many who 
love this town, will be gone 
and forgotten. If you haven’t 
yet voted, please take time 
to go down to the property 

and check out the mural. If 
anything, to soak it up one 
last time.

Vote no on 4-234. A vote 
no will enable our community 
to come together for a better 
plan for all, not just a few.

Hannah Buschert
Cannon Beach

Please support 
the elementary 
school remodel

I live in Cannon Beach, 
and I urge all Cannon Beach 
voters to vote yes to up-
grade the old Cannon Beach 
elementary school into a 
community center we can 
all use, residents and visitors 
alike. It’s right at the entrance 
into Cannon Beach, and it 
will be beautiful. The city 
councilors worked years 
to bring this plan to frui-
tion, and they approved it 
unanimously. They are our 
neighbors and friends, who 
have volunteered hundreds 
and hundreds of hours on 
this project, listened to many 
citizens repeatedly, and have 
incorporated suggestions into 
the plans. These volunteers 
were elected by the major-
ity of the voters, to make 
decisions about every aspect 
of our city government. I 
would like to give them a big 
round of applause for all their 
hard work, and again remind 
people to vote yes to support 
the school plan, a.k.a. NeCus’ 
Center.

Betsy Ayres
Cannon Beach

Please vote yes 
for NeCus

The NeCus project (Ballot 
Measure 4-234) has become 
such a decisive issue in our 
wonderful little community. 
It has elicited written and 
vocalized opinions from full 
time residents, second home-
owners as well as people 
who don’t live or own homes 
here. The Yes voters pretty 
much want the same thing-to 
go forward with the project 
as designed and budgeted, 
as quickly as possible. The 
No Voters want a variety of 
things. Some want to just 
leave it as is. Some want 
the building torn down, not 
replaced and the land left 
as a park. Some want a less 
costly smaller project. Those 
choices may or may not be 
allowed with TLT dollars and 
might need to be financed 
another way.

I support the NeCus 
Project. It could be such a 
boost for our community. It 
will be a wonderful addition 
to our tourist offerings, not 
necessarily bringing in more 
visitors but instead giving 

them a better experience. And 
we, the residents would get 
such a benefit from it! Please 
vote yes on Measure 4-234. 
With a yes vote, a wonderful 
project for all of us would go 
forward. No one knows what 
will happen if the No vote is 
successful.

Ginny Wright
Cannon Beach

Please vote
Letter to the Editor
I would like to remind 

everyone to vote.  Election 
Day is November 5, 2024.  
Clatsop County Elections Of-
fice’s website has a complete 
list of all ballot drop box site 
locations. Ballots must be 
turned in at an Official Ballot 
Drop Box/Site by 8 pm on 
Election Day or by US Mail 
with Free postage.

Cannon Beach voters will 
be able to approve a very im-
portant building project in the 
November 5, 2024, election 
by voting YES for the NeCus’ 
center.  NeCus’ is at the site 
of the former Cannon Beach 
Elementary School.  I fully 
support and have absolutely 
no regrets in endorsing the 
NeCus’ rebirth.

The Necus’ site will con-
tinue the tradition of being a 
place of learning with a focus 
on culture, history, the envi-
ronment and the arts.  NeCus’ 
will provide our community 
and visitors with year-round 
educational programming and 
instruct everyone about the 
rich history of the site.  There 
is also a tradition of NeCus’ 
being a place of recreation 
and gatherings which will 
also be revived and resume.

The Cannon Beach 
Community Food Pantry will 
remain at the site.  The pantry 
will continue to be a gather-
ing place that each week is 
full of volunteers that serve 
our food insecure population 
with compassion in our hearts 
and smiles on our faces.

All of this will be a reality 
without raising the citizens 
of Cannon Beach’s property 
taxes.  Please join me in 
voting yes.

Barb Knop
Mayor of Cannon Beach

Elementary project 
budget answers
I wanted to address criti-

cisms of NeCus’ for runaway 
costs or estimate creep.

It is the nature of the beast. 
With city projects, you make 
the sausage all out in the open 
for all to see. So the sin was 
leading anyone to believe 
that the school project could 
be done for $4 million. That 
number is laughable and 

See LETTERS, Page A6
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should never have been put 
forth, and it was by the previ-
ous council and yes, by City 
Manager St. Denis. They can 
be found in a presentation at a 
council meeting on 11/04/20.
They estimated $233k 

on roof replacement for 
both structures. This is off 
by a factor of five at least. 
Exterior siding for the gym 
at $12,436? I just spent 
$45k on 1,200 square feet 
of cedar shingles installed in 
2023. Doors, windows and 
window coverings at $25k 
for the Gym? I spent 2x that 
for a 650 sq. ft. addition and 
remodel last year.
Bad estimates were put 

forth by Mayor Steidel and 
the previous council. One 
should never confuse that 
with runaway costs or bloat. 
These were just bad estimates 

as a starting point. Then layer 
in the inflation in building 
materials and labor since 
2020 and it’s easy to see 
why we are looking at $12.4 
million. And of course, due 
to the bizarre TLT split which 
means we have a firehose of 
$2 million coming at us this 
year and every year, indexed 
to lodging inflation that we 
must spend. So no, I don’t 
think it is wise to go cheap in 
any real way.

Tim Ramey
Cannon Beach

The Tsunami Risk to 
the NeCus’ Center: 

A Geological 
Perspective

Over the past few months, 
one argument has repeatedly 
been used against the reno-
vation of the old elementary 
school (the NeCus’ Center) 
at the north end of Cannon 
Beach.
Some argue against spend-

ing so much money ($12.4 
million) on the renovation of 
the old school because the 
structure sits in a particularly 
vulnerable section of the 
tsunami zone along Ecola 
(Elk) Creek.
While it’s true that any 

coastal stream flowing 
directly into the ocean offers 
a path of least resistance to 
the flow of incoming water, 
here are some facts to put 
the local tsunami risk into 
perspective.
On March 27th, 1964, the 

magnitude 9.2 “Good Fri-
day” Alaska subduction zone 
earthquake sent a tsunami 
rushing south along the west 
coast of North America. In 
Cannon Beach, it destroyed 
a couple of houses and 
washed out the bridge over 
Ecola Creek. But the school 
survived intact and didn’t 
even come close to being 
“destroyed”. 
This was the largest earth-

quake ever recorded in North 
America and second in mag-
nitude only to the 9.4 “Val-

divia” earthquake in Chile 
on May 22nd, 1960, which 
remains the largest earth-
quake ever recorded any-
where on the planet. Human 
timescales differ wildly from 
vast geologic timescales, but 
nothing comparable to these 
two giant earthquakes has 
occurred over the past six 
decades. 
The most recent Casca-

dia Subduction Zone (CSZ) 
earthquake occurred on 
January 26th, 1700, almost 
325 years ago. The 1700 
CSZ event was estimated 
at a magnitude 8.9 and is 
considered a “medium-sized” 
CSZ earthquake. IF the city 
of Cannon Beach had existed 
back then, here is a descrip-
tion of the damage: (source – 
the DOGAMI Local Source 
Tsunami Inundation Map 
Clat-09 Plate 1)
Of the 2,049 structures in 

Cannon Beach, 788 would 
have been destroyed or 
heavily damaged (38.5%) In 
the Tolovana area, at least 
60% of the structures would 

have been impacted, along 
with the Ecola Inn, Surfsand, 
Wayfarer and the American 
Legion in mid-town.
In downtown Cannon 

Beach, all of the structures 
north of 1st Street all the way 
to Ecola Creek (including the 
NeCus’ Center) 
On the north end, the 

Ecola Creek Inn along with 
almost every home south of 
7th Street, with the exception 
of Breakers Point and the 
homes along the ridge to the 
north.
Scientific reports on the 

Oregon DOGAMI (De-
partment of Geology and 
Mineral Industries) website 
explain that there have been 
at least 41 Cascadia Subduc-
tion Zone earthquakes and 
associated tsunamis over the 
past 10,000 years; all the 
way from “small” to “extra, 
extra-large”. The southern 
section of the subduction 
zone (Coos Bay south to 
Cape Mendocino, California) 
ruptures twice as frequently 
as the northern (our) section 
of the subduction zone (an 
average of 240 years vs. an 
average of 530 years) 
One last point to consider: 

the indigenous Clatsop-Ne-
halem tribe constructed 
five cedar longhouses on 
both sides of Ecola Creek 
(as documented in a map 
drawn by William Clark in 
January 1806) They weren’t 
geologists, hydrologists or 
engineers, but they lived 
and thrived in this area for 
thousands of years, had a 
deep and intimate knowl-
edge of their surroundings, 
along with an extensive oral 
history passed down through 
generations. If tsunamis were 
“frequent”, they wouldn’t 
have lived on the site of the 
proposed NeCus’ Center. 
The main point to consider 

is that opponents of this proj-
ect are being disingenuous 
by singling out the tsunami 
risk to the NeCus’ Center all 
by itself, while completely 
ignoring the tsunami risk to 
a large portion of Cannon 
Beach.
The voters of Cannon 

Beach will decide the ulti-
mate fate of the proposed 
NeCus’ Center on November 
5th.

Bob Atiyeh
Cannon Beach

We’re here to help get the word out with affordable 
print and online marketing packages.
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 at headlightads@countrymedia.net

1906 Second St., Tillamook, OR 97141

Citizen
North CoastHeadlight Herald

Upcoming Holiday Event? 
Thanksgiving 

Christmas • New Years
Upcoming Holiday Event? 

Halloween • Thanksgiving 
Christmas • New Years 

We’re here to help get the word out with affordable 
print and online marketing packages.

Church Services by the Sea
Cannon Beach to Nehalem

Cannon Beach
Cannon Beach Bible Church
P.O. Box 1068, 264 Hills Lane
Cannon Beach, OR 97110
(503) 436-4114
cbbiblechurch@gmail.com
cbbc.us
Pastor Ku Khang
Worship Service: Sunday 10:30 a.m. 
Sunday school: 9 a.m.
Spanish-speaking Service: 
Sunday 6 p.m.
Women’s Bible Study: 
Tuesday 9:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.
Men’s Bible Study: 
Tuesday 6 p.m. to 8 p.m.
Biblical Doctrine Class: 
Friday 9 a.m. to 11 a.m.
ADA accessible

Nehalem
Nehalem Bay 
United Methodist Church
36050 10th Street, 
Nehalem, OR
(503) 368-5612
Pastor Celeste Deveney + 
Sunday service 11 a.m.
Food Pantry
Open Friday, Saturday & Monday
10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Wednesday
March - October 2 p.m. to 6 p.m.
November - February noon to 4 p.m.
Nehalem Senior Lunches
Tuesday & Thursday served at noon
email: nbumcnsl2020@gmail.com

To feature your spiritual organization on this panel:
Contact Katherine at (503) 842-7535, headlightads@countrymedia.net.

Come Join Us 
Let us break bread and give thanks together 

Thursday November 28th 3-5 p.m. 
We are providing a traditional Thanksgiving meal for 
anyone who would enjoy a place to share a meal with 

others. Space is limited. RSVP with your name and the 
number in your party no later than Thursday the 21st. 

Cannon Beach Community Church
132 E. Washington, Cannon Beach 

email: church@beachcommunity.org
telephone: 503-436-1222 

H24530
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Beautiful “Ocean View” Log Home
Price: $1,449.500

3 Bedroom / 2 Bath / 2856 Sq. Ft.

Great Opportunity to own your own uniquely designed log-built home 
with partial Ocean and Haystack Rock Views. 

This beautiful spacious home comes mostly furnished.

Jeff Etchison - Principal Broker, GRI
Oregon License # 940600010

Windermere Realty Trust
255 North Hemlock Street, Cannon Beach, OR 97110

Ph# 503-440-2540
Email: jeffetchison@gmail.com

H24514

Javadi prioritizes housing in reelection bid
WILL CHAPPELL

Gazette Editor

After a first term in 
which he helped to se-
cure funding for several 
infrastructure projects in 
district 32, State Represen-
tative Cyrus Javadi hopes 
to build on that momentum 
and take other steps to 
promote housing growth in 
a second term.

Javadi said that he 
would support legisla-
tion to make it easier 
for cities to expand their 
urban growth boundaries, 
increase allowed density in 
areas near cities and reduce 
or waive system develop-
ment charges for housing 
development. The district 
32 representative also said 
that he would promote 
solutions to address the 
high cost of living in the 
district including reducing 
utility bill fees charged by 
the state, lowering barri-
ers to opening childcare 
centers in private homes 
and expanding the state’s 
free school lunch program 
to all students.

“What type of fat can we 
cut, and can we run lean 
and mean for a little while 
to balance out inflation,” 
Javadi said had been a 
guiding question as he 
looked ahead.

In his first term, Javadi 
said that he was proud of 
the work the legislature 
had done to pass Governor 
Tina Kotek’s housing bill 
and pointed to his work 
to cut red tape slowing 
development in coastal 
areas with flood, landslide 
or other concerns. He also 
said that he was proud of 
helping to allocate money 
for local infrastructure 
projects including a waste-
water treatment facility in 
Manzanita, the Nehalem 
Bay Health District’s new 
clinic in Wheeler and the 
county’s Shiloh Levee 
Project north of the City of 
Tillamook.

Despite those successes, 
Javadi acknowledged that 

on-the-ground progress 
has been slow to material-
ize. “We made some bold 
steps to get a lot of money 
moving in that direction 
and start cutting red tape, 
but we still haven’t seen 
the results of any of that 
locally,” Javadi said.

While waiting for those 
projects to be completed, 
Javadi said that he plans to 
continue pushing for new 
policies to further alleviate 
the housing crunch in the 
district. Javadi said that he 
wanted to make it easier 
for small cities to expand 
their urban growth bound-
aries (UGB) and increase 
housing density near cities, 
allowing half-acre mini-
mum lots within a mile of 
UGBs and acre-minimum 
lots in the zone two to five 
miles from city centers. 

“I see it as a resource 
that’s already there, but 
let’s just reallocate it,” 
Javadi said. “We don’t 
have to chip into that, you 
know, 40-acre farm or 
whatever, but where we’ve 
got these little patches or 
spots where we could sell 
the land and then rede-
velop it.”

Javadi also said that he 
would favor waiving sys-
tem development charges 
for builders constructing 
new houses. He said that 
he hoped to use state funds 
to offset revenues lost by 
those cuts and that he had 
been assured there would 
be more funding available 
for infrastructure projects 
in the coming session.

Another potential solu-
tion Javadi is proposing to 
address the housing short-
age is a tax deduction for 
the first $18,000 in rental 
income generated from 
long-term rentals. Javadi 
said that he believed such a 
deduction would encourage 
property owners to tran-
sition poorly performing 
short-term rental properties 
back to regular rental stock 
and increase availability, 
even if only at the margins.

Javadi said that home-

lessness was another top 
issue that he has heard 
mentioned by district 
voters and that he wanted 
to reduce state funding to 
jurisdictions to a level that 
would meet their needs 
without encouraging an ex-
cess of services. “We need 
remove the financial incen-
tive that cities and the state 
have to have a homeless 
problem,” Javadi said.

Legislators need to have 
conversations with city and 
county leaders to assess 
their needs before making 
decisions about allocating 
funding to law enforce-
ment, treatment or other 
responses, according to 
Javadi.

Another area of concern 
for Javadi is the allocation 
of transient lodging tax 
(TLT) funds generated by 
overnight tourists.

Currently, 70% of funds 
generated by the TLT must 
be dedicated to projects 
promoting or supporting 
tourism, while the remain-
ing 30% can be allocated 
freely by jurisdictions. In 
high tourism areas, like 
Tillamook, Clatsop and 
Lincoln Counties, Javadi 
said that this requirement 
was out of touch with 
the reality of huge visi-
tor numbers and services 
strained by them.

Javadi said that he was 
planning to bring forward 
legislation amending the 
statute governing state 
TLT to allow counties 
with 100 or more times as 
many overnight visitors as 
residents annually to invert 
that funding split after the 
first 5% of tax gathered. 

This would allow 
counties with high levels 

of tourism to boost their 
general fund revenues and 
buttress services without 
increasing the tax rate, 
as Tillamook County is 
planning to ask voters to 
approve next May. With 
the proposed 100-visi-

tors-to-residents ratio, Til-
lamook, Clatsop, Lincoln 
and Hood River Counties 
would be the only current 
qualifiers for the amended 
split in the state.

“Instead of having to 
raise the tax and make it 
more expensive for the 
tourists, let’s make it so 
it’s still the same, but 
now we’re just flipping it 
around,” Javadi said.

Javadi said that he 
expected to meet strong 
resistance from the Oregon 
Restaurant and Lodging 
Association and planned 
to propose a five- or 
ten-year period to test the 
change. Javadi also said 
that he would propose a 
study of the issue should 
his proposed reform fail to 
advance.

Generally, Javadi said 
that he felt many of his 
proposed policies were 
aimed at increasing the 
amount of tax revenue that 
stayed in small communi-
ties like those in district 32, 
rather than being directed 
to Salem before returning. 
Javadi said that he felt many 
smaller communities were 
shortchanged in that process 
and believed that keeping 
the money local would help 
promote solutions.

“Why don’t we just keep 
more of the money that 
would normally flow for in-
come tax here and let’s use 
it on projects that we need,” 
Javadi said. 

State Representative Cyrus Javadi

Annual Membership 
Meeting and Book 
Talk with Historian 
Alisha Hamel

The Cannon Beach 
History Center & Museum 
invites members and the 
public to its Annual Mem-
bership Meeting on Friday, 
November 8 at 4 p.m. 
This gathering will offer 
a reflective look at the 
museum’s achievements 
over the past year. Follow-
ing the meeting, acclaimed 
author Alisha Hamel will 
present her latest book, 
When Duty Called: An 
Oral History of Oregon’s 
World War II Veterans.

Hamel’s new book is 
a powerful collection 
of personal stories from 
Oregon’s World War II 
veterans, recounting their 
experiences in some of the 
most significant engage-
ments of the war. From 
Pearl Harbor to the Bataan 
Death March, D-Day, and 
the final bombing raid over 
Japan involving a Holly-
wood star, these stories are 
rich with themes of death, 
hardship, romance, and 
humor. The veterans fea-
tured in the book wanted 
their stories remembered 
not for themselves, but for 
their fallen comrades and 
for their families to better 
understand their role in 
World War II.

The book is based on 
a series of oral and video 
interviews, which Hamel 
carefully edited into short 
stories that bring these 
vivid experiences to life 
for readers. This event will 
be an opportunity to hear 
firsthand about Hamel’s 
work preserving these cru-
cial pieces of history.

With over 20 years of 
experience in military 
history, Hamel holds a 

master’s degree in military 
history specializing in 
World War II, with a thesis 
on Australian-American 
relations during the war. 
She co-authored Oregon 
Military History, a com-
prehensive exploration of 
Oregon’s military heritage, 
and has written numer-
ous articles and produced 
several short films. Her 
documentary Jungleers in 
Battle about the 41st Infan-
try Division during World 

War II has received critical 
acclaim. A veteran of Des-
ert Storm herself, Hamel 
shares a unique connection 
with the veterans whose 
stories she captures.

This event is free and 
open to the public—mem-
bers and non-members 
alike are encouraged to 
attend.

For more information, 
visit www.cbhistory.org 
or contact the museum at 
503-436-9301.
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AWE INSPIRING PANORAMIC OCEANVIEW HOMES

Pam’s Homes by the Water on the Oregon Coast
Pamela Zielinski, Principal Broker, CRS

Berkshire Hathaway Home Services NW Real Estate

GORGEOUS CRAFTSMAN - Located in gated oceanfront community just 60 miles West of Portland.  1848 sq ft with 2 oceanview bdrms with ensuite 
baths plus den and 3rd full bath on main floor. Gleaming stylish quartz kitchen, expanded decks, private backyard, just a block from the beach trail.  
440 Capes Dr, Oceanside, OR. Valued at $889,000. RMLS 24013495

ULTRACONTEMPORARY - 3000  sq ft, views from every room including Three Arch Rocks & the hillside village of Oceanside. Oceanview deck off 
every room, too. 3 fireplaces. Located on half an acre at the end of a long private drive. 4 bdrms, 3.5 baths. 2 laundry areas, abundant storage. 
850 Ridgewood Rd, Oceanside, OR.  Valued at $1,399,000. RMLS 24090493

NW CONTEMPORARY - Architect designed using finest materials and craftsmanship throughout.  Magical views include the glittering marina of 
Garibaldi, sunrises over Tillamook Bay and sunsets over the ocean. Keep an eye on your moored yacht from the comfort of your living room. Eleva-
tor for easy living. Unique owner’s bdrm suite with 2 bedroom chambers and adjoining luxury bath. 
614 Ginger, Garibaldi, OR Valued at $1,900,000 RMLS 24411243

Netarts, OR
503-880-8034 Mobile

www.PamZielinski.com

Davis focused on cost of living in state legislature run
WILL CHAPPELL

Gazette Editor

Astoria City Councilor 
and Democratic candidate 
for Oregon House District 
32 Andy Davis stepped 
into the race late and is 
focusing his campaign on 
addressing the high cost of 
living in the district, with 
a special focus on housing 
costs.
Davis said that if 

elected he would look for 
legislative opportunities 
to streamline the state’s 
land use appeals process 
to speed development, 
enact policies to encour-
age increased density in 
cities and reduce adminis-
trative costs in healthcare 
to increase funding for 
treatment.
“I think as someone who 

cares about policy and 
cares about governance, 
you know, that there’s 
some attractiveness to the 
position because it makes a 
big difference,” Davis said 
about his motivations for 
running.
Davis was born and 

raised in Guthrie, Indiana, 
a small town just outside of 
Bloomington. He and his 
wife moved to the Port-
land metro area in 2014, to 
be closer to a sister with 
young kids, but relocated 
to Astoria in 2015, after 
finding that the big city life 
wasn’t for them. 
Following the 2016 elec-

tion, unhappy with Donald 
Trump’s election to the 
presidency, Davis deter-
mined to get involved in 
local politics in whatever 
way he could and began 
volunteering on local 
boards and committees. He 
served on the budget com-
mittees for the City of As-
toria and Clatsop County, 
participated in the county’s 
comprehensive plan update 
process and volunteered on 
several nonprofit boards.
One of the nonprofits for 

which Davis was serving 
as a board member was 
working on a project to 
redevelop a building in As-
toria to affordable housing 
and going through that pro-
cess inspired Davis to run 
for city council to further 
address the issue.
“I joined that nonprofit 

before I ran for city coun-
cil and running for council 
was sort of an extension 
of that,” Davis said. “I 
wanted the city to be 
actively doing things to try 
and create more housing in 
the community.”
Since his election in 

2022, the council has 
passed an ordinance pre-
venting short term rentals 
in the downtown commer-
cial district, updated codes 
and zoning to expedite 
permitting processes and 
updated the city’s systems 
development charges.
The possibility of 

running for state represen-

tative was not on Davis’s 
radar, but when Logan 
Laity, who was running for 
the position, moved out 
of the district earlier this 
summer, he reached out to 
Davis to discuss possible 
replacements.
While Davis was not 

immediately intrigued by 
the position, as the discus-
sion continued, he realized 
that the list of possible 
candidates was short and 
with the constraints of 
both running and serving, 
many people would not be 
interested in jumping into 
the race so late. 
Though being elected 

would force Davis to 
resign from his job at the 
Oregon Health Authority 
and Astoria’s City Coun-
cil, he was swayed to join 
when he saw a “Believe” 
sign that Astoria city staff 

had put next to his council 
chair in reference to the 
show “Ted Lasso,” and 
its persistently optimistic 
protagonist.
“Seeing that sign and 

being reminded that there 
was some resonance with 
the people that worked 
in the city that we can 
do something bigger and 
better and make a posi-
tive difference just sort of 
clicked in my mind that, 
like, hey, I should give this 
a try,” Davis said.
After announcing his 

candidacy, Davis was 
selected in a party meet-
ing on July 18, to be the 
Democratic nominee.
Davis said that his top 

priority as state represen-
tative would continue to be 
combating the high cost of 
living on the coast, with a 
specific focus on the cost 

of housing.
Davis said that the 

state’s land use regime that 
limits development outside 
of urban growth boundaries 
and allows citizens to ap-
peal planning commission 
decisions to a statewide 
board constricts growth.
To address the first 

issue, Davis said that he 
favored enacting more 
policies like Governor Tina 
Kotek’s move requiring 
cities to allow more dense 
housing development in 
single-family residential 
zones to promote more 
construction and lower 
barriers communities can 
throw up to development. 
“I think the state can play a 
role in saying, no, if you’re 
building densely for housing, 
that’s going to be allowed, 
and you’re not going to be 
able to block it as easily,” 
Davis said.
The second issue would 

be more complex, but Davis 
said that he believed finding 
a way to require appeals to 
address all potential issues 
with a development in their 
first challenge and reducing 
the number of grounds for 
appeal were possible avenues 
to addressing it.
In addition to the cost of 

housing, Davis said that 
addressing ever-increasing 
costs for medical care are 
also a high priority for him.
Davis believes that 

cutting down on adminis-
trative overhead costs in 

state-administered pro-
grams and increasing hous-
ing and training options for 
medical professionals in 
the district can help address 
the problem, but that a 
more fundamental struggle 
is occurring over profiteer-
ing in the industry. Davis 
said that he would support 
policies that limited med-
ical companies’ ability to 
profit.
“I think the state has a 

role to play in saying, ‘we 
want to focus on delivering 
good care, helping people 
in their lives and we’re not 
we’re not going to allow 
people to try and make 
egregious profits off the 
back of that,’” Davis said.
Davis also said that 

ensuring a stable funding 
source for the district’s 
school districts in the face 
of falling timber revenues 
on which they rely with the 
new habitat conservation 
plan for western Oregon 
state forests would also be 
a priority. Davis said that he 
would favor replacing lost 
funding for school districts 
with funds from the state 
to stabilize their revenue 
streams.
“We really need to push 

the state hard to change that 
and put them on the regular 
state funding formula and 
treat those funds from the 
state forests as something, 
as a bonus, rather than part 
of their baseline,” Davis 
said.

Andy Davis

“She does absolutely 
everything,” said Alva-
rez’s daughter, Yazmin 
Maldonado, who started 
working at the Lazy Susan 
when she was only twelve 
and is now a server. “It’s 
pretty amazing what she’s 
done, and she’s done it by 
herself.”

Alvarez, knowing the 
significance of the café in 
the community, has been 
committed to preserving its 
original ambiance. “She’s 
like, ‘I want them to the 
experience to be the same as 
it was in the ‘70s,’” Mal-
donado said. 
The Lazy Susan hasn’t 

just filled stomachs, it’s 
filled hearts. Alvarez has en-
countered several touching 
customer interactions during 

her years at the Lazy Susan, 
including a couple getting 
engaged at the café because 
it had been the location of 
their first date. 
But a story that stands 

out is that of Janet Furhman. 
Furhman frequented the café 
with her husband and was 
such a regular that Moldado 
came to know her usual 
order, gingerbread waffles.
One day Furhman, who 

was about to undergo major 

surgery said, “If I don’t 
come back, you need to put 
this picture [a picture of 
herself] on the wall, because 
I want to be here after I’m 
gone.”
Rosa and her family 

honored Fuhrman’s wish, 
and now her picture hangs 
proudly in the café.
Despite owning the 

business since 2007, with 
properties being bought and 
rent prices increasing, Alva-

rez worried that she could 
one day be priced out of her 
dream. 
Maryann and Steven 

Sinkler had the same fear. 
Concerned that their busi-
nesses, The Wine Shack 
and Maryann’s real estate 
office, were vulnerable to 
rent increases, they bought 
the parcel that housed them, 
which also included the 
Lazy Susan.
While the Sinklers were 

happy to own the property 
of their businesses, they 
wanted Rosa to be able 
to own the Lazy Susan’s 
building, but city code had 
required the parcel be sold 
in one piece.
“We love them. We love 

their whole family. We’ve 
watched her kids get older 
and start working at the 
restaurant and then go off to 
college,” Maryann said. 
Eventually, Steven had 

an idea. “My husband just 
thought to himself, ‘Well, 
why can’t the parcel be 
split?’ And that one little 
thought that passed through 
his brain started a major 
project,” said Maryann.
And the project was in-

deed major. In order to meet 
the city code for a parcel to 
be partitioned, the Sinklers 
had to take several steps, 
which included surveyors, 
planning committee meet-
ings, getting a variance and 
an easement so the Lazy 
Susan could touch the street 
to meet city code, taking a 
year and a half from start to 
finish. 
When speaking to the 

planning committee, Mal-
donado gave a presentation 
about how hard her mother 
had worked to make this 
dream come true for her and 
her family and how mean-
ingful it would be for the 
family to own the property 
that houses their business.
“I was crying. Steve was 

crying. People all around the 
room were in tears because 
it was a very beautiful and 
emotional presentation about 
how hard her mother has 
worked to make this dream 
come true for their family,” 
Maryann said. 
After all the Sinklers’ 

hard work, Alvarez was 
finally able to purchase the 
Lazy Susan’s building. “We 
are so thankful to them for 
giving us that opportunity,” 
said Maldonado of the 
Sinklers’ partitioning the 
property so the Lazy Susan’s 
building could be sold to 
them.
Alvarez’s family is proud 

of all that she has accom-
plished, especially as an 
immigrant in Cannon Beach. 
“You don’t see minorities 
purchasing a business, 
therefore buying their own 
property,” Maldonado said. 
“It’s pretty much almost 
impossible to do, and then 
she’s been able to do that. 
she’s pretty proud of herself. 
We’re all very proud of her.”

Café
From Page A1

Raye Zaragoza Performs Free Concert on Nov 8 at the Coaster Theatre
With galvanizing, original 

folk songs, Raye Zaragoza 
kicks of the second-annual 
Gathering with a free con-
cert at the Coaster Theatre 
on Friday, November 8th.
 Based in Los Angeles, 

Zaragoza’s indigenous roots 
inform her artistry.
 “The Native community 

in LA has been a huge part 
of my life since I moved 
here at 14,” she Zaragoza 
says. “Indigenous artists 
aren’t played on the radio or 
given space in mainstream 
publications enough, so I do 
what I can to be as proud as 
I can and pave the way for 
other artists too.”

 Zaragoza first drew na-
tional attention in 2016 with 
the song “In The River,” 
written in protest of the 
Dakota Access Pipeline.
 Her 2020 album 

“Woman of Color” was 
recognized in NPR’s “Best 
Protest Music” of 2020.
 In introducing her Tiny 

Desk concert, NPR wrote: 
“Zaragoza is a natural per-
former, able to go big … or 
pare it all back.”
 A feminist undercurrent 

courses throughout “Hold 
That Spirit,” Zaragoza’s 
most recent album. The 
meditative folk ballad 
“Strong Woman,” celebrates 

a world led and built by 
women.
 The concert, produced 

by the Tolovana Arts 
Colony, is offered free of 
charge. Donations are en-
couraged.
 The show begins at 7 

p.m. Doors open at 6:30 
p.m. And opening act is to 

be announced.
 The Coaster Theatre is 

located at 108 N Hemlock 
St in Cannon Beach.
 For more information 

and a full weekend schedule 
of The Gathering: a Cele-
bration of Native American 
Heritage Month, visit tolo-
vanaartscolony.org.
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