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Not all rescues are 
the result of accidents 
or disasters. Some come 
through close communica-
tion and coordination with 
vessels at sea when one of 
their passengers need im-
mediate assistance. That 
was the case on Easter 
Sunday, when the M/V 
National Geographic Ven-
ture, a small cruise ship 
designed for wild life ex-
cursions, had a crew mem-
ber fall violently ill.

The 30-year-old was 15 
miles off shore and in need 
of immediate medical at-
tention, through commu-
nication with Coast Guard 
Sector Columbia River 
and their flight surgeon it 
was determined he should 

be medevacked via heli-
copter.

That’s where the crew 
from Air Station North 
Bend comes in. On the 
forefront of most air op-
erations along the South 
Coast, the crew are no 
strangers to a daring res-
cue. In this case, the MH-
65 Dolphin crew was 
dispatched to rendezvous 
with the cruise ship. They 
send down the basket and 
the crew members was 
transported safely to Bay 
Area Hospital for treat-
ment in stable condition.

 “Safe and efficient 
medical evacuations of 
mariners are only possible 
through closely coordinat-
ed efforts from start to fin-
ish” said Lt. Christopher 
Saylor, Search and Res-
cue Mission Coordinator, 

Sector Columbia River. 
“The expert coordination 
between the flight crews, 
vessel master, and watch-
standers resulted in a suc-
cessful outcome for the 
patient”

While medical evacu-
ations are not uncommon, 
they are a bit more routine. 
That was not the case for a 
rescue the month prior.

In the dead of night, a 
71-year-old woman lost 
control of her vehicle and 
ended up in the white wa-
ter of the McKenzie Riv-
er outside of Eugene and 
things looked dire. Crews 
from the local fire and po-
lice departments were on 
scene quickly, but it was 
clear that there was no 


See NORTH BEND Page 3

Coast Guard Air Station North Bend 
No Strangers to Rescues

COURTESY PHOTOS FROM U.S. COAST GUARD
Fire crews look on as Rescue Swimmer Tyler Gantt is suspended below the Dolphin helicopter 
before perching on the hood of a car stranded in the McKenzie river.
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way to get to the car given 
the precarious swiftness 
of the water. That’s when, 
once again, the specialized 
training of North Bend’s 
Dolphin helicopter crew 
was needed.

Having just finished a 
training exercise, the duty 
crew received a text that 
they were needed and they 
arrived as quickly as they 
could.

“As we got overhead 
and the swimmer got to 
the [helicopter] door, he 
noticed that the water was 
not being redirected by the 
car. The car was wedged 
on the rocks and water was 
actually flowing under-
neath the car as well. The 
swimmer also recognized 
the car had a sun roof,” 
explained Lt. Cdr. Kevin 
Shanahan, the flight com-
mander.

That sunroof would 
be crucial to the rest of 

the rescue, as AST2 Tyler 
Gantt, the rescue swim-
mer, was lowered right 
down onto the roof of the 
car.

“Once I got my feet 
planted on the hood, I 
could feel the car moving. 
At that point I knew that 
where it was in the river 
wasn’t stable, and it wasn’t 
guaranteed to stay there,” 
explained Gantt. “I had 
to switch gears to move 
quickly. If the car starts to 
go, I can’t go with it, I’m 
attached to the helicopter 
still. So, I knew if the car 
started to go, I’d have to 
slide off, they’d have to 
pick me up and we’d have 
to start this thing all over 
again.”

Gantt used his crash 
axe to make a small crack 
in the sunroof, issued the 
woman a warning to keep 
their head down, and start-
ed smashing in the rest. 

“We prepared that she 
wouldn’t be responsive 
when we got down there, 
but one of the best com-

ms I heard that night was 
when the flight medic said 
‘He’s talking to the survi-
vor and she’s moving’. I 
knew she was responsive 
and we were going to get 
her out of there,” said Sha-
nahan.

And so they did, they 
were able to lift her into 
the helicopter and get her 
safely to emergency medi-
cal services at the Eugene 
Airport. Not after thanking 
Gantt with a big hug and 
kiss on the cheek.

“Little things like 
that make it all worth it 
for sure. It means every-
thing,” said Lt. JG. Jimmy 
Hollingsworth, the copilot 
that night. “Teamwork all-
around. What we do re-
quires a lot of trust. Love 
to trust these guys, we go 
out there every day and 
execute it so that we have 
it down picture perfect.”

Video of the entire 
rescue is available on the 
U.S. Coast Guard Air Sta-
tion North Bend social 
media, and is quite the 
site. Visibility on the river 
was good that night thanks 
to the help of the local fire 
and police crews, which 
the Coast Guard thanked 
for their help in a success-
ful operation. Yet another 
in a long list of rescues for 
the Dolphin crew.

NORTH BEND
From Page 2

COURTESY PHOTO FROM U.S. COAST GUARD
Air Station North Bend’s MH-65 Dolphin Helicopter.

COURTESY PHOTO FROM U.S. COAST GUARD
Gantt helps the survivor through the sunroof and up into the helicopter for evac.
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Even though Coast 
Guard Station Siuslaw Riv-
er is currently surround-
ed by bank reconstruction 
equipment, its personnel 
remain ready to help and 
are dedicated to serving the 
coast community. 

Personnel say the sta-
tion responds mostly to wa-
tercraft disabled by fuel or 
mechanical issues. Howev-
er, the station also answers 
distress calls for missing 
hikers, kayakers and assists 
local law enforcement, per-
form rescues and 

Station Siuslaw River 
personnel also serve as law 
enforcement on the water, 
responding to everything 
from boaters under the in-
fluence to environmental 
protection calls. 

The station’s area of 
responsibility is south the 
Siltcoos River, and north to 
Cape Perpetua. The station 
was established in 1917 and 

remodeled in the 1980s. 
The station also works 

with personnel from Sta-
tions Yaquina River in 
Newport and Station 
Umpqua River in Win-
chester Bay but helps other 
Oregon Coast Guard sta-
tions.

It’s not just the coast of 
the ocean, but also the riv-
ers and personnel will go 
all the way to Mapleton if 
necessary. 

The station is staffed by 
30 to 36 personnel, using 
two 47-foot lifeboats and a 
29-foot response boat that 
can easily get there.

If asked, personnel will 
work with law enforcement 
agencies Oregon Depart-
ment of Fish and Wildlife, 
and park rangers. 

While boat personnel 
don’t assist with inland 
emergencies as much as 
the air crews do, USCG 
helicopter personnel have 
transported injured loggers 
from mountain regions. 

Coast Guard person-

nel will assist with marine 
mammal entanglements by 
helping locate and report 
the information to rescuers, 
but does not have divers 
or personnel specialized to 
deal with it. 

A CAREER IN 
SERVICE

The Siuslaw News con-
ducted interviews with per-
sonnel last year at Siuslaw 
River Station and asked 
what it’s like to work for 
the Coast Guard and wheth-
er they would recommend 
it as a career. 

Having been with the 
Coast Guard for 19 years at 
the time, BM1 Jared Barnes 
recommended it as a career 
to high school students con-
sidering military or college. 

“The Coast Guard is a 
great way to set your life 
up for success,” he said, 
noting that initiatives al-
low them to save money 
and have college paid for, 

USCG Station Siuslaw River is here to help


See SIUSLAW RIVER Page 5

COURTESY PHOTO
A Bald Eagle watches USCG personnel train off the Florence Bar.

COURTESY PHOTO
A 40-foot USCG lifeboat passes under the Siuslaw River Bridge in Florence.
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as well. “When you get out 
of the Coast Guard at 22, 
you’re set up to conquer 
life.” 

Asked what careers one 
could move into from the 
Coast Guard, Barnes said, 
“I think it sets you up for 
almost any career because 
it’s just a good work ethic.”

Fireman Aidan Gunder-
son started his Coast Guard 
experience at age 20. He 
said he hopes to move into 
aviation and feels the Coast 
Guard is a great first step. 

Gunderson said life with 
the Coast Guard is just like 
what you see in tv shows 
and promotional materials, 
and had exceeded his ex-
pectations. 

He said days are pret-
ty routine, involving boat 

maintenance checks, clean-
ing and training, as well as 
studying.

“It’s a really nice en-
vironment here,” he said. 
“Everyone is always will-
ing to help out.”

MK2 engineer Jose 
Rios spent much of his time 
inspecting boats and doing 
maintenance, while also 
standing ready to answer 
calls for service. 

Towing distressed ves-

sels is common, but Rios 
said he has also responded 
to rescues of people from a 
sinking boat on the ocean 
and swimmer in distress in 
the Siuslaw River. 

Asked what advice he 
had for students consid-
ering the Coast Guard, he 
said they should give it a 
try. 

He said it was a dream 
for him, and learning En-
glish was difficult, but he 

was able to get in after 10 
years. 

“It’s been good, I would 
recommend it,” he said, 
adding that saving people 
and being vigilant of their 
safety has been the most re-
warding aspect for him. 

“It feels good when 
people say, ‘thank you for 
your service,’” he said, 
“You feel like you’re not 
here only for your self but 
you’re here to watch out for 

your people.”
Asked if he’d like to add 

a message to the people of 
Florence, Rios said person-
nel are here to help. 

“We always like to 
help and if you ever need 
anything, anyone from the 
community can come in 
and ask for help,” he said. 
“Say, even if you’re mov-
ing and you need help put-
ting stuff in your house, we 
are always willing to help.”

SIUSLAW RIVER
From Page 4

COURTESY PHOTO
Personnel from Station Depoe Bay escort boats out to sea 
during the Fleet of Flowers on Memorial Day.

COURTESY PHOTO
Station Depoe Bay personnel presenting colors. 

COURTESY PHOTO
A USCG helicopter drops a wreath in the ocean to mark Memo-
rial Day in 2023.
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Since 1908, Tillamook 
Bay and the surrounding 
waters have been patrolled 
by personnel from the Unit-
ed States Coast Guard and 
its predecessor, the Life 
Saving Service.

Today, 69 Coast Guard 
personnel are stationed at 
Coast Guard Station Til-
lamook Bay in Garibaldi, 
operating two lifeboats and 
a skiff to monitor the waters 
from Tillamook Head to 

Cape Kiwanda.
The first station to pro-

vide service to Tillamook 
Bay was built in 1907 and 
opened in 1908 at Barview 
Jetty as part of the United 
States Life-Saving Service, 
one of the two precursor 
organizations to the United 
States Coast Guard, which 
was formed in 1915. The 
first station featured a 26-
foot, manually propelled 
surfboat that was the only 
craft stationed in the bay for 
three decades.

In 1937, the coast guard 

began operating from a 
new boathouse a little over 
a mile and a half from the 
mouth of the bay, just west 
of Garibaldi. Situated at the 
end of a 650-plus foot pier, 
the new boathouse featured 
rails in the floor to facilitate 
easier launching of the two, 
new, 36-foot motorboats 
that arrived a year after the 
boathouse’s completion in 
1936.

The boathouse was 
manned by around 30 per-
sonnel, who continued to 
live in Barview until 1943, 

when new housing was con-
structed across Highway 
101 from the boathouse.

In the mid-1960s, the 
next generation of boats 
arrived in Garibaldi, with 
two 44-foot lifesaving boats 
originally stationed in the 
Port of Garibaldi’s boat ba-

sin, before the current boat-
house was opened in 1981. 

The station’s 39 ac-
tive-duty personnel, 26 re-
servists and four civilian 
personnel primarily focus 
their training activities on 
supporting the commercial 
fishing fleet operating in 

their waters, even though 
recreational craft represent 
most traffic. In addition to 
search and rescue opera-
tions, the station also con-
ducts law enforcement ac-
tivities and works to prevent 

Coast Guard Station

Tillamook Bay


See TILLAMOOK Page 7
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H49232

Thank you, U.S. Coast Guard, from our captains and crew!
www.garibaldicharters.com

pollution in the marine envi-
ronment. It is also the duty 
of the station commander to 
serve as the Captain of the 
Port, monitoring harbor ac-
cess conditions and restrict-
ing traffic as necessary.

In addition to these du-
ties, the guard members work 
to educate locals and visitors 
to the potential hazards of 
recreating and boating in the 
area’s waters. 

Two 47-foot motor life-
boats are the main vessels 
used by the guard members 
in search and rescue oper-
ations, while a skiff is also 
housed at the station. The 
motor lifeboats can operate 
in 20-foot breaking waves 
and 30-foot seas and have 
been used in hundreds of 
rescues off the Oregon and 
Washington coasts.

The Coast Guard is well 
embedded in the local com-
munity after more than a cen-
tury, and the community’s 
support was formally recog-
nized in 2024 when Garib-
aldi was designated a Coast 
Guard City, one of 34 across 
the country. In addition to 
restoring the historic boat-
house, Garibaldians have 
also promoted Coast Guard 
history at the Garibaldi Mu-
seum and integrated those at 
the station into the communi-
ty through traditions such as 
the annual waterball tourna-
ment against local fire crews 
during the Garibaldi Days 
festival.

TILLAMOOK
From Page 6
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Yamaha Outboards, 
Honda Outboards, 

Boulton Powerboats, 
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(503) 322-3643

H25546
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Located at the end of 
a quarter-mile pier at the 
north end of Garibaldi, 
the Historic United States 
Coast Guard Boathouse 
gives visitors a chance to 
view a unique chapter in the 
area and guard’s histories.

The boat house was 
originally constructed be-
tween 1935 and 1936 to 
house two new 36-foot 

lifesaving boats, as well as 
a 26-foot, manually pro-
pelled surfboat that had 
previously been the only 
vessel stationed in Tilla-
mook Bay. Located at the 
end of a 650-plus-foot pier, 
the boathouse previously 
contained three sets of rails, 
down which carriages hold-
ing the boats would be low-
ered into the water.

At the time, it was stan-
dard practice for the coast 
guard to construct boat 

houses in this manner, ac-
cording to Denning, al-
though the Tillamook Bay 
boathouse was the last built 
using this design.

Operations began at the 
boat house in 1937, after a 
delay in procuring the car-
riages to move the boats 
prevented a 1936 opening. 
For the first six years of 
the boathouse’s existence, 
guardsmen still lived in 
the old station in Barview, 
until new housing opened 

across Highway 101 from 
the boathouse in 1943.

The boathouse’s mis-
sion began to scale down 
in the mid-1960s when 
two new 44-foot lifesaving 
boats were stationed at the 
Port of Garibaldi. For the 
next decade, the boathouse 
remained operational as 
guardsmen used the aging 
boats for towing practice, 

but by the mid-1970s it was 
decommissioned before 
ownership was transferred 
to the Port of Garibaldi in 
1980.

After serving as home 
to several businesses over 
the next decades, the boat 
house’s maintenance was 
turned over to the Garibaldi 
Cultural Heritage Initiative 
in 2017, at which point it 

became an educational as-
set for the community. It 
now features displays on 
local and coast guard his-
tory, as well as tanks with 
aquatic creatures from Til-
lamook Bay.

The boathouse is open 
to the public from noon to 
4 p.m. on Saturdays and 
Sundays between Memorial 
Day and Labor Day. 

Historic
Coast Guard Boathouse

Thank You

USCG STATION TILLAMOOK BAY 
& USCG SERVICE MEMBERS

The Port of Garibaldi, the commercial fleet and the
community appreciate your sacrifice and dedication to

keeping safety a priority.

H25554
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PHOTO COURTESY FROM U.S. COAST GUARD VIDEO BY CHIEF PETTY OFFICER DAVID MOSLEY
Crewmembers aboard two 47-foot Motor Life Boats from Coast Guard Station Tillamook Bay, 
Ore., work together during boat towing training in Tillamook Bay, Jan. 14, 2015., Station Tilla-
mook Bay crews are often called upon to respond to boaters in distress off of the Oregon coast, 
where they will help provide everything from dewatering equipment to conducting the tow of 
the vessel and ensuring the distressed crew safely returns to port.

Boat 
Towing 

Training

STAFF REPORT
MyCG Staff

The U.S. Coast Guard 
today announced the renam-
ing of its operational districts 
from numerical to geograph-
ic designations, a key ini-
tiative under Force Design 
2028 (FD2028).

This change will not im-
pact operations or change 
existing geographical district 
boundaries.

This strategic change, 
directed by Secretary of 
Homeland Security Kristi 
Noem on May 21, 2025, will 
help the District names more 
accurately reflect the regions 
they serve and represent. 

“This renaming is more 
than just a change in labels; 
it’s a critical step in our 
journey to become a more 
agile, capable, and respon-
sive fighting force,” said 
Acting Commandant Kevin 
E. Lunday. “Under Force 
Design 2028, we are driv-
ing fundamental changes to 
speed decision-making, im-
prove strategic alignment, 
and ultimately best serve the 
American people for decades 
to come. This initiative un-
derscores our commitment 
to ensuring that change is 
lasting and has an enduring 
impact on the Service and 
the Nation.”

Renaming operational 
districts revises a numbered 

system established during 
World War II, when the Coast 
Guard operated as part of the 
Navy to ensure alignment be-
tween the services. In the 80 
years since the Coast Guard 
separated from the Navy, the 
Service has maintained the 
numbered districts. Howev-
er, the Navy stopped using 
numbered districts over 25 
years ago.

Renaming operational 
districts is a direct action 
within FD2028’s Organiza-
tion campaign, which is fo-
cused on adapting the Coast 
Guard’s structure to remain 
effective and responsive.

Updating operational dis-
tricts to regional names will 
more clearly align districts 
with their areas of responsi-
bility, facilitate collaboration 
with interagency partners, 

and ensure the American 
public and maritime stake-
holders can easily find and 
understand the districts in 
which they live, recreate, and 
operate.

This change is a direct 
action within FD2028’s Or-
ganization campaign, which 
is focused on adapting the 
Coast Guard’s structure to 
remain effective and respon-
sive.

To memorialize the up-
dated names for operational 
districts, the Coast Guard is 
undertaking the process of 
formally changing district 
names in the Code of Feder-
al Regulations. Through this 
process, the Coast Guard will 
continue to communicate 
with stakeholders and pro-
vide updated resources and 
information as appropriate.

Coast Guard renames operational districts
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LINDA LEE
Curry Coastal Pilot

Nestled on the beauti-
ful Brookings coast, Station 
Chetco River is a vital hub 
for maritime safety along a 
significant stretch of the Pa-
cific coastline between Ore-
gon and California. 

The Coast Guard Station 
Chetco River was estab-
lished in 1961 as a direct re-
sult of a vote put forth by the 
citizens of the region who 
recognized the importance 
of having an active-duty sta-
tion in the area. 

The geographical ser-
vice area of the station is 
wide reaching as it covers 
from Port Orford down to 
the Klamath River to include 
Crescent City, California 
as it does not have its own 
Coast Guard station.

With thirty-two ac-
tive-duty service members, 
and two reservists, their pri-
mary mission is focused on 
search and rescue and boater 
safety. 

Each morning, the ser-
vice members start their day 

with a quick huddle in order 
to keep the line of commu-
nication open and trans-
parent. They recognize and 
acknowledge achievements 
within the crew, then every 
boat is inspected, cleaned 
and put through the ringers 
to ensure all are in top work-
ing condition.  

Because search and 
rescue is the primary re-
sponsibility of the station, 
service members rely on 

the forty-seven-foot Motor 
Lifeboats as their primary 
response vessels.

The workhorse Motor 
Lifeboats are designed for 
resilience. They require a 
minimum of four personnel 
to operate, can travel fifty 
to sixty miles offshore and 
can hold up to thirty people 
during a search and rescue.

“It takes four people to 
move the boat in those (open 
ocean water) conditions,” 

explained Colin Chief Joyce. 
“The guy driving the boat is 
called the Surfman.”

Amazingly, the Motor 
Lifeboats can manage waves 
up to thirty feet. The boats 
are designed to float and re-
main upright. 

“They are self-righting, 
so they’ll re-right in eight 
to ten seconds,” explained 
Chief Joyce. “They’re fun. 

See CHETCO RIVER Page 11

LINDA LEE / CURRY COASTAL PILOT
Each 47-foot Motor Lifeboat is identical to the other.

PHOTO BY LINDA LEE
Petty Officer Third Class Zeus Reyes and Seaman Talan Zettler 
perform the daily maintenance on the Ready Motor Lifeboat.

Coast Guard Station Chetco River 
Guardians of the Southern Oregon Coast
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It’s like if you would stick 
a football in the water, how 
that would ride on the water, 
that’s kind of how these ride. 
They want to float. They 
want to stay upright.”

The Surfman will ‘read’ 
the waves and steer the hull 
of the boat in a direction that 

allows the waves to break 
in front, or behind, the boat 
rather than on the boat itself.

“The height of the driver 
is fourteen feet,” said Chief 
Joyce, “so you know when 
you’re looking up at a wave, 
that’s pretty significant.”

In addition to the Motor 
Lifeboats, there also is one 
smaller Quick Response 
Boat that can hold up to ten 
people and is used when a 

swifter response is required; 
however, given the size of 
the boat, it can’t handle any 
extreme conditions.

“This is one we pretty 
much use for law enforce-
ment,” said Chief Joyce. 
“It’s easier to get onto other 
boats. It’s quicker and more 
agile.”

Every year, the station’s 
crew responds to approxi-
mately sixty-five search and 

rescue missions, which in-
clude not only boats in trou-
ble out on the open ocean 
waters, but people who get 
stuck on the rocky shoreline 
from hiking or climbing into 
areas that aren’t meant to be 
traversed.

“The bread and butter of 
this unit is search and res-
cue,” said Chief Joyce, “but 
it also includes recreational 
boater safety, fishing boater 
safety and commercial fish-
ing safety.”

Another important dai-
ly activity for the station is 
managing the Chetco Riv-
er’s Bar Report. On most 
days, just before sunrise, 
some of the crew take the 
Ready Motor Lifeboat (the 
boat that is housed in the 
semi-enclosed area at the 
station) near the mouth of 
the river to check the condi-
tions. This ensures that both 
personal and commercial 
vessels can navigate safely 
out into the open ocean.

“We keep one boat in 
the house. This is our Ready 
Boat, so if we get a call 
they’re going to hop on and 
go,” explained Chief Joyce 
as he gave a tour of the boat. 
“They have a range of 200 
nautical miles, easily. They 
can handle up to twenty-foot 
surf, thirty-foot waves and 
fifty knots of wind.”

According to the region’s 
website, their mission state-
ment is: “We, the men and 
women of the U.S. Coast 
Guard Northwest  District, 
provide critical maritime 
services within the Pacific 
Northwest. Our missions, 
maritime security, safety, 
and national defense, re-
quire superior professional-
ism, devotion to excellence 
and the highest standards of 
integrity. We pride ourselves 
in treating others with re-
spect and dignity, facilitat-
ing partnerships with local, 
state and national agencies, 
and being innovative in our 
approach to meeting the re-
gion’s needs.” (www.pacifi-
carea.uscg.mil/Our-Organi-
zation/District-13)

As the hub of activity 
at the District-13, Station 
Chetco River remains stead-
fast, so too is the commit-
ment the service members 
of the Coast Guard give to 
our region, our country, our 
home.

We salute you and thank 
you.

H63812

CHETCO RIVER
From Page 10

LINDA LEE / CURRY COASTAL PILOT
Seaman Connor McBride, Seaman Tristen Kirkaldie, Petty Officer Third Class Zeus Reyes, Fireman Norman Aldridge, Seaman Gunnar 
Backstrom and Machinery Technician Second Class Omar Rivera. (Front Row): Seaman Talan Zettler, Chief Colin Joyce, Boatswain’s 
Mate Second Class David Brink, Boatswain’s Mate First Class Adam Delano and Boatswain’s Mate Third Class Taylor Willman.

LINDA LEE / CURRY COASTAL 
PILOT

The Surfman, and his crew, 
are out on the river taking the 
Ready Motor Lifeboat through 
its paces.

LINDA LEE / CURRY COASTAL 
PILOT

Chief Colin Joyce is on board 
the ten-foot Quick Response 
Boat.
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CHEERS TO SOMETHING 
FOR EVERYONE!

U.S. Coast Guard North-
west District holds Change 
of Command ceremony

Rear Adm. Arex Avanni 
has assumed the duties and 
responsibilities of the U.S. 
Coast Guard’s Northwest 
District Commander from 
Rear Adm. Charles Fosse.

Rear Adm. Joseph Buz-
zella, acting commander, 
U.S. Coast Guard Pacific 
Area and Defense Force 
West, presided over the cer-
emony.

Avanni now assumes 
responsibility for all Coast 
Guard operations through-
out the Northwest region 
which encompasses the 
states of Washington, Ore-
gon, Idaho, and Montana. 
This area includes more 
than 4,400 miles of coast-
line, 600 miles of inland 
waterways, and a 125 nauti-
cal mile international border 
with Canada. He was previ-
ously the Deputy Director 

of Operations for Headquar-
ters, U.S. Northern Com-
mand in Colorado Springs, 
Colorado.

Fosse, who took com-
mand of the Northwest 
District in August 2023, is 
transferring to Coast Guard 
Headquarters in Washing-
ton, D.C., where he will 
serve as the Deputy Com-
mandant for Personnel 
Readiness and Chief Hu-
man Capital Officer.

“It’s been an honor to 
serve the people of Coast 
Guard’s Northwest District 
over the past two years,” 
Fosse said. “The women 
and men who make up the 
Coast Guard here are ab-
solute professionals who 
have worked tirelessly to 
rescue mariners in distress, 
safeguard our environment, 
and enforce maritime law at 
sea. This tour has been one 
of the most rewarding of my 
career.”

“I am excited to be the 
commander for the Coast 
Guard’s beautiful North-
west District,” Avann saidi. 
“I know our service mem-
bers here are maritime ex-
perts that will continue to 
keep the American public 
safe, protect our natural re-
sources, and remain ready 
to answer the call when di-
saster strikes.”

The change of command 
ceremony marks a trans-
fer of total responsibility 
and authority from one in-
dividual to another. It is a 
time-honored tradition, con-
ducted before the assembled 
crew, as well as honored 
guests and dignitaries to 
formally demonstrate the 
continuity of the authority 
within a command.

The U.S. Coast Guard 
Northwest District held the 
Change of Command cere-
mony at Base Seattle, Fri-
day, July 25.

U.S. Coast Guard Northwest District holds 
Change of Command ceremony

COURTESY PHOTO FROM U.S. COAST GUARD PETTY OFFICER 3RD CLASS ANNIKA HIRSCHLER
Rear Adms. Arex B. Avanni, Joseph R. Buzzella, and Charles E. Fosse shake hands following the 
Coast Guard District Northwest change of command ceremony at Base Seattle, July 25, 2025. 
District Northwest includes more than 3,000 Coast Guard members, civilians, and auxiliaries 
operating across the Pacific Northwest and Inland Northwest. 

COURTESY PHOTO FROM U.S. COAST GUARD PETTY OFFICER 3RD CLASS ANNIKA HIRSCHLER
Rear Adm. Arex B. Avanni, Rear Adm. Charles E. Fosse, Rear Adm. Joseph R. Buzzella, and 
senior enlisted leaders render honors during the Coast Guard District Northwest change of 
command ceremony at Base Seattle, July 25, 2025. Avanni relieved Fosse as commander of 
District Northwest, which oversees Coast Guard operations across Washington, Oregon, Idaho, 
and Montana. 



Salute to the U.S. Coast Guard 2025  ■ Page 13Published by Country Media, Inc.

Coast Guard Air Facility in Newport still saving lives
In the early 1980s, after 

a commercial fishing ves-
sel went down off Newport 
and resulted in the loss of a 
life, members of the fishing 
community and local offi-
cials initiated a push for a 
Coast Guard helicopter to 
be stationed in Newport to 
respond to search and res-
cue missions in the area. 
There was already an air 
base in North Bend, but re-
sponse times from that sta-
tion to emergencies further 
up the coast were costing 
lives.

Finally, in March of 
1986, then Oregon Gov. Vic 
Atiyeh lent his support to 
the effort, urging Congress 
to “see the federal commit-
ment and appropriations 
necessary to ensure the es-
tablishment” of the air facil-
ity. Atiyeh cited a drowning 
of two young people swept 
of the rocks at Otter Rock, 
saying, “They drowned 

while several hundred res-
idents watched helplessly.”

Congress appropriated 
the money in 1986, and al-
though still technically part 
of Air Station North Bend, 
the Newport Air Facility 
was created to cut response 
time by having a helicop-
ter stationed in Newport 
around the clock.

And then after about 
28 years of providing this 
much needed service to the 
central Oregon coast, this 
protection was very near-
ly lost. It was a time when 
federal agencies at all lev-
els were scrambling to find 
ways to cut their budgets. 
In a budget request for fis-
cal year 2014 to the U.S. 
Department of Homeland 
Security by the Coast Guard 
commandant, Admiral Rob-
ert Papp Jr., the following 
sentence was included: 
“The Coast Guard will also 
consolidate regional assets 

where overlapping capabil-
ities exist by closing air fa-
cilities in Newport, Ore. and 
Charleston, S.C.” 

The possibility of the 
Newport facility being 
closed quickly created an 
uproar in the local com-
munity, which was soon 

echoed by state officials and 
Oregon’s federal legislators. 
Led locally by the Newport 
Fishermen’s Wives Asso-
ciation, the effort included 

condemnation by the city of 
Newport, Port of Newport, 
Lincoln County and the six 
Democrat members of the 
Oregon Congressional Del-
egation.

Ultimately, the Newport 
Air Facility was given new 
life when the U.S. Coast 
Guard Act of 2015 was 
passed by Congress and 
signed into law by President 
Barack Obama. That legis-
lation guaranteed funding 
for a Coast Guard rescue he-
licopter in Newport through 
at least Jan. 1, 2018.

Obviously, that support 
still exists today because 
the needed funding remains, 
and it has been a decade 
now since the central coast 
nearly lost this much need-
ed Coast Guard response 
capability. And over that 
10-year period, there have 
been many rescues made 
and lives saved because that 
helicopter was ready to re-
spond when needed.

LINCOLN COUNTY LEADER
A U.S. Coast Guard helicopter from the Newport Air Facility rescues a young girl at Yaquina 
Head in Newport, who was one several people swept to sea and stranded on the cliffs after 
being caught in a rip current while surfing at Agate Beach. 

Columbia River 
Maritime Museum

CELEBRATING THE U.S. COAST GUARD’S 235 YEARS AS “GUARDIANS 
OF NATIONAL SECURITY AFLOAT AND ASHORE. “SEMPER PARATUS!

H49240

OPEN DAILY 9:30 TO 5:00 • WWW.CRMM.ORG • 1792 MARINE DRIVE, ASTORIA, OREGON
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U.S. Coast Guard Sta-
tion Yaquina Bay has a 
long history in Newport 
— one that stretches well 
over a century. In fact, the 
first U.S. Lifesaving Ser-
vice (the predecessor of the 
modern-day Coast Guard) 
opened a station at South 
Beach (now part of New-
port) in 1896, then moved 
to its present-day location 
on the north side of the bay 
in 1906. The current facil-
ities were erected in 1944, 
after the first building was 
destroyed by fire. A mod-
ern annex with berthing, 
dining, haul out facilities, 
as well as emergency pow-
er supplies, was completed 
in 1983. Work is currently 
underway to renovate and 

restore buildings on the site 
as needed.

Station Yaquina Bay’s 
area of responsibility ex-
tends from Cape Perpetua 
on the south end to Spencer 
Creek on the north, totaling 
27 miles of coast. With the 
primary mission of search 
and rescue, the station re-
sponds to hundreds of cas-
es per year. In addition to 
search and rescue, another 
primary mission at Yaquina 
Bay is law enforcement.

When needed, Coast 
Guard crews will also as-
sist police departments, fire 
departments, county search 
and rescue, and county ma-
rine patrol with emergency 
response.

The current commander 

of Station Yaquina Bay is 
Chief Warrant Officer Beth 
Slade, who has been with 
the Coast Guard for nearly 

27 years.
Slade joined in Sep-

tember 1997 and was first 
assigned to the Mellon, a 
378-foot cutter out of Seat-
tle, then she spent a year at 
Station Woods Hole on the 
East Coast before deciding 
she wanted to be a surfman. 

Surfmen are the Coast 
Guard’s best, most-highly 
trained lifeboat drivers, rat-
ed to power into 20-foot or 
higher waves. Slade spent 
seven years assigned to the 
National Motor Lifeboat 
School at Cape Disappoint-
ment, in Ilwaco, Washing-
ton, before receiving her 
next assignment in New-
port, where she was oper-
ations officer and surfman 
trainer for five years.

From there, Slade went 
to Station Depoe Bay as 
executive officer. When she 
received her commission as 
a warrant officer, she did 
her first tour as such on the 
same cutter where she start-
ed her career. She next took 
command at Station Golden 
Gate in San Francisco for 
three years and then did a 
four-year stint in command 
at Station Coos Bay before 
transferring to Newport to 

take charge at Station Ya-
quina Bay.

Without a doubt, the 
Coast Guard has had a 
major impact on Newport 
and the surrounding com-
munities, safeguarding life 
and property as part of its 
day-to-day mission. And 
the community supports 
its Coast Guard. In March 
of 2005, Newport was rec-
ognized as a Coast Guard 
City, a designation it still 
holds nearly two decades 
later. 

On the city of Newport 
website, it states, “The men 
and woman of the Coast 
Guard are an important 
part of any community with 
strong economic ties to the 
oceans and waterways. We 
are fortunate to have these 
guardians in our commu-
nity, and we are pleased to 
hold the honor of being a 
Coast Guard City.”

135 S Schoneman Ave, Coos Bay, Oregon 97420135 S Schoneman Ave, Coos Bay, Oregon 97420
541-888-4660 • tomandgigs.com541-888-4660 • tomandgigs.com

Automotive shop hours: 8-5 - Mon-FriAutomotive shop hours: 8-5 - Mon-Fri
Hobby shop hours: 8-6 - Mon-FriHobby shop hours: 8-6 - Mon-Fri

USCG Protectors USCG Protectors 
of Sea & Streetsof Sea & Streets

The Coast Guard protects our shores...
Tom & Gig’s protects what you drive on...

LARGEST RC STORE ON THE OREGON COAST

• Custom exhaust
• Muffler replacement & repair
• Complete under-car care

• Front End Alignments
• Complete fluid flushing
• Lift kits and more

Station Yaquina Bay has long history of service

COURTESY PHOTO FROM LINCOLN COUNTY LEADER
Crews from Coast Guard Station Yaquina Bay in Newport 
respond in all types of weather and ocean conditions to fulfill 
their primary mission of search and rescue. 

STAFF REPORT
Country Media, Inc.

The U.S. Coast Guard is 
the oldest continuous sea-
going service in the United 
States.

Coast Guard Day is held 
every August 4 to commem-
orate the founding of the 
United States Coast Guard 
as the Revenue Marine on 
August 4, 1790, by then-Sec-
retary of the Treasury Alex-
ander Hamilton, according 
to Wikipedia. On that date, 
U.S. Congress, guided by 
Hamilton, authorized the 
building of a fleet of the first 
ten Revenue Service cutters, 
whose responsibility would 
be enforcement of the first 
tariff laws enacted by the 
U.S. Congress under the U.S. 
Constitution.

The laws authorized the 
construction of 10 revenue 
cutters and the personnel to 
man them.

“The whole point was 
the fledgling nation needed 
an influx of money, so the 
revenue cutters were there to 
prevent smuggling and other 
illegal activities to make sure 

the country was getting what 
it was owed,” according to a 
published interview in 2022 
with Commander Michael 
Baird of Sector North Bend.

The U.S. Coast Guard, 
as it is known today, wasn’t 
created until 1915 when the 
Revenue Cutter Service and 
the U.S. Lifesaving Service 
merged.

“The merge created the 
U.S. Coast Guard,” Baird 
said, adding that the Coast 
Guard was then merged with 
the Lighthouse Service in 
1939 and the Commerce De-
partment’s Bureau of Marine 
Navigation in 1946.

Because the Coast Guard 
comprises so many other ser-
vices, Baird said it is the rea-
son for the Coast Guard’s 11 
statutory missions.

“We don’t do just one 
thing,” he said.

Those 11 missions are: 
Port and Waterway Security, 
Drug Interdiction, Aids to 
Navigation, Search and Res-
cue, Living-Marine Resourc-
es, Marine Safety, Defense 
Readiness, Migrant Interdic-
tion, Marine Environmental 
Protection, Ice Operations, 

and Law Enforcement.
In addition, Baird said the 

Coast Guard has been part of 
every major conflict that the 
U.S. has fought.

“We’ve had people serve 
in every major war,” he said. 
“We’re at all times a military 
service. We’re part of the De-
partment of Homeland Secu-
rity to help us maintain our 
law enforcement aspects.”

Specific to the Oregon 
Coast, Sector North Bend 
was officially established 
in 2013. Prior to that it was 
Group North Bend, estab-
lished in 1968.

“(But) when you look at 
North Bend’s Area of Op-
eration, you can trace Coast 
Guard roots to 1870 with 
the Cape Blanco Lighthouse 
and 1878 with the first life-
boat station (which) was 
established in Coos Bay,” 
Baird said. “We changed to 
a sector because in order to 
better conduct our missions, 
we transitioned from groups 
to air sectors. A lot of titles 
changed over the years, but 
our presence and primary 
mission hasn’t changed too 
much.”

History of the U.S. Coast Guard
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U.S. Coast Guard Petty 
Officers Second Class Elijah 
Johnston is tasked with oper-
ating the Station Depoe Bay 
motorboats with a crew of 
four members.

“I am basically the boat 
captain,” he said.

Operating out of Depoe 
Bay can be challenging, ac-
cording to Johnston.

“It has an absolutely tight 
harbor entrance,” he said. 
“It’s very narrow. It’s approx-
imately 50-feet wide, which 
leaves narrow margins for 
error when you are transiting 
through there or towing an-
other vessel, especially as the 
seas get bigger and the condi-
tions become more challeng-
ing.”

The Fort Townsend, 
Wash. native has been a 
member of the Coast Guard 
for six years.

“I intend to be in the Coast 

Guard for 20 years,” he said.

REWARDS OF 
SERVING 

Johnston said he finds 
rewards as a Coast Guard 
member.

“The security for myself 
and my family,” he said. “Ob-
viously its a good job. There 
are excellent benefits. It pays 
well and it provides for my 
family. There’s a sense of sat-
isfaction when going out on 
the water, assisting mariners, 
saving lives, saving property 
and saving homes, and lead-
ing, empowering and devel-
oping and my crew.”

Johnston said the Coast 
Guard is a good place to be.

“The Coast Guard is al-
ways looking for young, 
able-bodied people who 
want to serve their country, 
get out on the water and do 
some good in the process,” 
he said. “My advice to some-
body who wants to join is 

to do well in school. Don’t 
get in trouble. Don’t get on 
the wrong side of the law. 
Anybody who has the right 
mentality and is willing to 
work hard can get in. It’s very 
difficult to overcome those 
other things if you’ve made 
mistakes in your life.”

LIFE LESSONS 
LEARNED 

Johnston said the Coast 

Guard has guided his life de-
velopment.

“I was originally a high 
school dropout,” he said. “I 
went back to school when I 
was 20 years old and got my 
diploma. I think because of 
some of those earlier chal-
lenges, I wasn’t the greatest 
leader for a long time, but the 
service put me in a leadership 
position. I just didn’t have 
very good leadership skills. 

I definitely faced challenges 
in inspiring and gaining the 
respect from the crew that I 
needed and just getting the 
job done.”

STATION DEPOE BAY 

BACKGROUND
Station Depoe Bay was 

established in 1940 as a 
Search and Rescue motor 
lifeboat station. 

The need for highly 
trained boat operators to 
conduct the many rescues 
through this inlet is what has 
made this Station a perma-
nent fixture in this commu-
nity.

The primary role of Sta-
tion Depoe Bay is Search and 
Rescue with an emphasis in 
surf and heavy weather oper-
ations. As one of only 19 surf 
stations in the Coast Guard, 
Station Depoe Bay members 
train and operate in seas up 
to 30-feet, surf up to 20-feet 

and sustained winds up to 
50-knots. Those challenges 
require an extensive and ro-
bust training plan in order to 
certify the Coast Guard mem-
bers to operate effectively in 
such conditions.

Federal laws and regula-
tions also are enforced by the 
Coast Guard Station Depoe 
Bay members by conducting 
vessel boardings to ensure 
boaters meet all safety and 
navigation requirements. The 
members also respond to en-
vironmental hazards and ac-
cidents.

Station Depoe Bay utiliz-
es three 47-foot Motor Life-
boats approved for operations 
in heavy weather and surf 
conditions. The station crews 
also can use ground vehicles 
for landside response during 
beach and cliff rescue opera-
tions.

This story was first pub-
lished in July 2024.

Meeting challenges, seeing rewards

JEREMY C. RUARK / COUNTRY MEDIA, INC.
U.S. Coast Guard Petty Officers Second Class Elijah Johnston 
takes a break on board one of the Depoe Bay Coast Guard 
vessels.
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