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2024 was another year 
packed with community 
events in Cannon Beach, 
from the Stormy Weather 
Arts Festival and Sandcastle 
Contest to new galleries and 
businesses opening.

The city’s leaders also 
entered the home stretch on 
preparations for a new city 
hall and police department, 
while voters advised council 
they did not support a pro-
posal put forth to renovate 
the old Cannon Beach Ele-
mentary School building.

City council voted to 
move forward with the 
elementary school rejuvena-
tion project at a January 16 
meeting, while asking for the 
project’s landscaping to be 
modified to reduce costs.

The decision came 
following extensive public 
feedback at the meeting 
and another on January 9, 
revealed that feelings about 
the project remained mixed 
as many remained concerned 
about the project’s $12 mil-
lion budget.

In February, the House 
of Orange Gallery run by 
Ginger Gordon-Brownlow 
and Greg Scott Brownlow 
took over the space formerly 
occupied by Miska Studio 
Gallery at the corner of Sun-
set and Washington.

The House of Orange 
connects contemporary 
collectors to unique abstract 
and representational art. The 
gallery continues to represent 
notable Pacific Northwest 
artists including former 
owner Miska Salesman, 
Carol Ross and sculptor 
Phil Seder. Co-owner Scott 
Brownlow offers periodic 
workshops in illustration, 
watercolor and color theory.

On March 26, a water line 
break in north Cannon Beach 
caused a two-day boil water 

advisory.
David Brady, fondly 

known as “UPS Dave”, 
announced his retirement in 
early April and celebrated 
with a well-attended retire-
ment party in June. 

Brady worked at UPS 
for 24 years while typically 
working 12-hours days. 
After commuting from 
Long Beach, Washington, 
he arrived at the UPS center 
in Warrenton to pick up his 
truck before continuing to 
Cannon Beach.

Cannon Beach Art 
Galleries presented their 
annual Spring Unveiling 
Arts Festival May 3 through 
May 5. The latest works by 
some of the top artists from 
the Pacific Northwest were 
presented. Events included 
special exhibits, guest artists, 
art demos and gallery recep-
tions.

Cannon Beach’s city 
council approved a $33.35 
million bond issue to support 
the construction of a new po-
lice station and city hall, and 
the renovation of Cannon 
Beach Elementary School at 
their meeting on April 16.

The new bond issue will 
support the city hall and 
police station projects in full, 
while the Necus Park project 
at the elementary school had 
already been partially funded 
by a $4.6 million bond issue 
in 2022.

Funding for a new city 
hall, to be constructed in 
downtown Cannon Beach 
on the site of the existing 
city hall, will account for the 
largest portion of the bond, 
receiving $15.3 million. A 
new police station that will 
be built at the south end of 
the city off Highway 101 
will be allocated $10.25 
million of the funding.

The remaining $7.8 

million from the bond was 
intended to go towards 
the renovation of the 
disused Cannon Beach 
Elementary School into a 
cultural center focused on 
promoting the culture of 
the Clatsop-Nehalem tribe, 
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Tillamook County commissioners award 
$1.7 million to NCRD for pool project

WILL CHAPPELL
Gazette Editor

Tillamook’s Board of 
County Commissioners 
voted to award $1.7 mil-
lion of transient lodging 
tax funding to the North 
County Recreation District 
on December 4, to aid in the 
completion of the district’s 
new pool facility.

After multiple discussions 
with the district’s leadership 
in recent months, Commis-
sioners Mary Faith Bell and 
Erin Skaar voted in favor of 
the grant, citing the project’s 
community support, large 
existing financial support 
and in-process status. 
Commissioner Doug Olson 
voted nay saying that while 
he would support a smaller 
award, the lack of decision-
making process made him 
uncomfortable with the 
number approved.

North County Recreation 
District (NCRD) Board 
Chair Michael Howes and 
interim Executive Direc-
tor Barbara McCann first 
reached out to commission-
ers in October and attended 
several work sessions 
with the commissioners in 
October and November to 
discuss the possibility of 
county funding for the pool 
project.

The project, which will 
replace the North County 
Recreation District’s 
(NCRD) nearly century 
old pool in Nehalem, has 
received more than $16 
million in support from 
numerous donors in the 
community as well as 
through a bond approved 
by district voters in 2020. 

However, cost escalations 
due to inflation have driven 
the project’s budget well 
over its initial estimate, 
leaving the district facing a 
$2.5 million gap to complete 
the pool facility with the 
installation of equipment, 
commission the new facility 
and decommission the old 
facility.

Construction crews are 
expected to complete the 
second phase of the project 
by January 15, at which 
point the facility’s interior 
will be finished. The next 
phase of the project, which 
will see the installation of 
pool equipment, will cost 
an estimated $1.7 million, is 
planned to begin in February 
and be complete by April, 
putting the facility on track 

for a June opening.
However, the district has 

exhausted its previously 
secured funding and faced 
the prospect of demobilizing 
construction, which would 
have led to further cost 
escalations, if they could not 
show proof of funds to pay 
for the next phase by mid-
December. 

With the county sitting on 
a $3 million surplus in funds 
from the tourist-supported 
transient lodging tax (TLT), 
Howes and McCann reached 
out to the board to request 
the county’s support, kick-
ing off a series of meetings.

In the last meeting be-
tween the board and NCRD 
leadership on November 6, 
Skaar and Olson both voiced 
concerns about the award 

potentially being unequita-
ble to other projects in the 
county, owing to the lack 
of process entailed by the 
district’s ad hoc request for 
a donation. 

Olson suggested that the 
county award $1 million to 
the project, in the form of a 
$500,000 lump sum and five 
$100,000 annual payments, 
while Skaar mentioned a 
$1.5-million grant with the 
same format. Bell concurred 
with the formatting of the 
donation but said she would 
support funding the pro-
ject’s balance, citing past 
instances of the county mak-
ing large TLT awards with-
out a formal process, such 
as the $2.5-million purchase 

Cannon Beach year in review

Council selects 
new contractor 
for city hall, police 
station; discusses 
elementary project

WILL CHAPPELL
Gazette Editor

Following a parting of 
ways with the contractor 
originally hired to lead 
the construction of a new 
city hall and police sta-
tion, Cannon Beach City 
Council selected P and C 
Construction to fill the 
role on December 17.

The council also dis-
cussed the future of the 
proposed Cannon Beach 
Elementary rejuvenation 
project after citizens 
voiced their opposition 
to proposed plans in a 
November advisory vote. 
Councilors expressed 
some confusion over their 
legal obligations follow-
ing the vote and agreed 
that they would discuss 
it further at their council 
retreat in January when 
the city’s attorney will be 
present.

The meeting started 
with a discussion of the 
selection of a replace-
ment construction man-
ager, general contractor 
(CMGC) to manage the 
construction of the city’s 
new city hall and police 
station. The two projects 
have a combined budget 
of $25.78 million, which 
is being financed through 
an increase to the city’s 
transient lodging tax in 

2023. The police station 
will be built at the south 
end of the city on High-
way 101, while the new 
city hall will be con-
structed at the same loca-
tion as the current facility 
on Gower Street.

Cannon Beach City 
Manager Bruce St. Denis 
told council that the city 
had parted ways with the 
original CMGC, without 
going into further detail, 
and said that a search 
committee comprised of 
staff and citizens had led 
the search for a replace-
ment firm. The search 
committee received eight 
proposals and granted 
five interviews, even-
tually leading them to 
recommend hiring P and 
C Construction out of 
Portland.

Currently, the project’s 
design phase has been 
completed, and P and C’s 
first order of business will 
be to review those plans 
and analyze their feasibil-
ity for construction.

Once the firm has 
confirmed that the plans 
are feasible, it will need 
to provide the city with 
a guaranteed maximum 
price for the project and 
lead the bidding process 
with subcontractors, be-

Above: A herd of Elk lounged 
on the beach in June, enjoy-
ing the sunny weather. Photo 
by Bob Coussens

Right: The 60th annual 
Cannon Beach Sandcastle 

Contest took place on June 
15. Photos by Deb Atiyeh
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OCEANFRONT, MIDTOWN CLASSIC 
WITH HAYSTACK VIEWS $2,839,999

CHARMING ARCH CAPE COTTAGE WITH 
MAGICAL FLOWER GARDEN $795,000

SECLUDED COVE BEACH ESCAPE WITH 
ENDLESS OCEAN VIEWS $2,600,00

DISCOVER THE COASTAL CHARM 
OF NEHALEM $599,000

SERENE FORESTED VACANT ARCH 
CAPE LOT $180,000

MAGICAL OCEANFRONT BEACH 
COTTAGE IN ARCH CAPE $1,600,000

1/12TH SHARE OWNERSHIP 
3 BED 2 BATH CONDO $94,000

SPACIOUS & ELEGANT CANNON BEACH 
CONDO WITH OCEAN VIEWS $899,000

UNIQUE CANNON BEACH MIXED-USE 
COMMERCIAL OPPORTUNITY $3,150,000

Michael Henderson - 
Managing Principal Broker

Addison Elliot - 
Broker

Jeremy Youngquist - 
Broker

 Duane Johnson - Founder

H2
47

51

What is RMLS? As the Northwest’s largest REALTOR®-owned Multiple 
Listing Service(MLS), RMLS serves approximately 10,000 Real Estate 
Professionals in over 2,200 offices licensed in Oregon and Washington. 

All brokers listed with firm are licensed in the state of Oregon

296 N. Spruce St. • Cannon Beach • (503) 436-0451

www.duanejohnson.com

Active Members of &

MIDTOWN OCEANFRONT GEM. 
VIEWS FOR DAYS $2,659,999

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

Since our 
beginning in 

1990 we at 
Duane Johnson 
Real Estate have 
welcomed all of 
our clients into 
this community 

with respect, 
appreciation, and 
genuine interest 
in who you are. 

 We are friendly, 
knowledgeable, 

approachable 
and committed to 
helping our clients 
fulfill their dreams 

of living at the 
beach.  

We are thrilled to 
connect with you, 
share our passion
 for this place and 
help you find your 

coastal home.
SALE

PENDING

which formerly had a village 
at the site. The funding from 
this bond would have been 
combined with a $4.6 million 
bond issue to pay for the 
project’s entire $12.4-million 
budget.

But in late April, a politi-
cal action committee named 
“Cannon Beach Together” 
was formed with the stated 
goal of being a “community 
watchdog for prudent and 
fiscally responsible gover-
nance.” Shortly afterward, a 

Cannon Beach hotel operator 
petitioned Clatsop County 
Circuit Court to issue an 
injunction forcing the city 
to hold a vote on the $33.6 
million bond financing the 
police station, city hall and 
school renovation project, 
with this legal action funded 
by Cannon Beach Together.  

While the initial challenge 
failed, the operator appealed 
the decision and, facing 
mounting cost escalations as 
the project was delayed, the 
city council agreed to refer 
the question to voters for an 
advisory vote to settle the 
suit.

In April, Cannon Beach 

celebrated the “12 Days 
of Earth Day,” with a 
beach clean-up, removal of 
invasive plants, trail clear-
ing, tree planting, lectures, 
classes, a parade and street 
fair, along with a Tufted 
Puffin welcoming ceremony. 
Angela Benton, Chair of the 
“Friends of Haystack Rock”, 
was awarded the “Gaylord 
Nelson Award” after being 
selected by past recipients of 
the award.

The “12 Days of Earth 
Day” tradition in Can-
non Beach was originally 
organized by the Haystack 
Rock Awareness Program 
(HRAP), Cannon Beach 

Gallery Group, Parks 
and Community Services 
Committee and the Cannon 
Beach Chamber of Com-
merce. Beginning in 2020, 
the City of Cannon Beach 
included it as a city-spon-
sored event.

June saw the 60th edition 
of the Cannon Beach Sand-
castle contest descend on the 
beach.

Four Master’s Teams 
competed and the Open-In-
dividuals Division, a pilot 
division for the contest this 
year, also went great, with 
the winner coming all the 
way from Wyoming.

On August 30, the 1937 

bridge over Necarney Creek 
in Oswald West State Park 
north of Manzanita on 
Highway 101 was damaged, 
leading to a temporary clo-
sure and one-lane operations 
until repairs were completed 
in early November.

Cannon Beach’s Stormy 
Weather Arts Festival 
returned from November 
1-3, with galleries across the 
city hosting classes, artist 
demonstrations, musical per-
formances and other special 
events.

Every year an artist is 
chosen as the Artist of the 
Year, and for 2024 it was 
Donald Scott Masterson, an 

artist who works in multiple 
genres and mediums, rang-
ing from ceiling murals to 
projects with Disney World 
and Universal Studios.

Cannon Beach voters 
soundly rejected the advi-
sory vote gauging support 
for the NeCus Elementary 
project and its projected 
$7.8-million budget for 
completion.

Nearly 60% of voters 
came out against the pro-
posal, leaving the project, on 
which the city has already 
spent around $4 million, 
with an uncertain future. 
(See story in this edition for 
more details).

Review
From Page A1

Ocean Giving campaign nets nearly $2M
JEREMY C. RUARK

County Media, Inc.

The Oregon Ocean Science 
Trust (Trust) has announced 
an end-of-year giving cam-
paign to raise funds to support 
science and monitoring of 
Oregon’s ocean and coastal 
resources. 

“It’s more important than 
ever to make strategic in-
vestments in Oregon’s ocean 
and coastal resources,” Trust 
Chair Laura Anderson said. 
“We need scientific research 
and monitoring to understand 

the pace, scale, and scope 
of the changes happening in 
our ocean and its effects on 
the goods and services the 
ocean provides. The Trust 
has a solid track record and is 
well positioned to receive and 
disburse those investments.”

To date, the Trust has dis-
bursed almost $2,000,000 in 
funding to conduct scientific 
research and monitoring on 
nearshore keystone species, 
such as sea otters, kelp, and 
eelgrass habitat as well as 
research that helps us under-
stand the effects of a warm-

ing, more acidic ocean that 
holds less oxygen. 

“For example, Dunge-
ness crab, the most valuable 
fishery on the West Coast, 
is threatened by high carbon 
dioxide conditions,” Ander-
son noted.

The Trust has low ad-
ministrative overhead and 
has invested 85-90% of the 
funds it receives to science 
and research projects through 
competitive grant proposals. 

Projects funded to date 
include monitoring ocean 
acidification and hypoxia in 

Oregon’s marine reserves and 
in Yaquina Bay, developing 
best practices for sustain-
able shellfish cultivation in 
Oregon, mapping nearshore 
habitats in the Rogue River 
Reef Complex, documenting 
changes to kelp communities 
along the Oregon coast, and 
assessing impacts of cli-
mate change in rocky shore 
habitats. 

To view the current status 
of this funded research, visit: 
https://www.oregonocean-
science.com/fundedresearch.

The Oregon Ocean Science 

Trust is one of only two na-
tional ocean science trusts in 
the United States. The other 
trust is the California Ocean 
Science Trust. Both trusts 
were legislatively established 
and charged with providing 
funding and support to ocean 
and coastal research and mon-
itoring, and both are working 
collaboratively on West Coast 
ocean issues.

“As people think about 
the giving season, we hope 
they’ll think about making a 
contribution to our ocean and 
coastal resources, Anderson 

said. “These special places are 
important to all Oregonians. 
If every Oregonian gave just 
$5, we would be well posi-
tioned to initiate a new round 
of research in 2025.”

The Oregon Community 
Foundation receives dona-
tions on behalf of the Trust. 
To make your tax-deductible 
contribution to the “Thank 
you, Ocean” campaign, visit 
the Foundation website, or 
click on the “Donate” button 
in the Trust website.

The House of Orange Gallery took over the space previously occupied by Miska Studio Gallery in Febru-
ary and celebrated with a weekend full of events. Photo courtesy House of Orange

Art galleries across Cannon Beach celebrated the changing of the seasons with new exhibits and other 
activities during the Spring Unveiling Arts Festival in early May. Photo by Deb Atiyeh

Oregon Lottery transfers 
$947M back to the state

JEREMY C. RUARK
Country Media, Inc.

The Oregon Lottery will 
return more than $947 million 
to the state for the 2024 fiscal 
year – a $48 million increase 
from the previous year. 

BY THE NUMBERS
The Oregon Lottery gener-

ated $940 million in profit and 
reduced reserves nearly $8 
million, enabling the higher 
return, according to a release 
from Oregon Lottery officials.

Unclaimed prizes for the 
year totaled $8 million and 
will also go back to the state. 
The funding directly benefits 
state parks and natural habi-
tats, public schools, veteran 
services, outdoor school, and 
economic development, the 
release states. 

Oregon Lottery is self-
funded through the sale of 
games, not tax dollars, and 
voters and the Legislature des-
ignate where the money goes.

“Oregonians help support 

the state programs they care 
about by playing our games,” 
Oregon Lottery Director Mike 
Wells said. “We continue 
to celebrate the wins of our 
players, the retailers who sell 
our games, and the public pro-
grams lifted up by these funds 
in our communities.”

WINNER HISTORY
Lucky lottery players 

earned payouts totaling nearly 
$16 billion for the year. 
Including a record-breaking 
$1.3 billion Powerball win 
in the spring, 13 players took 
home prizes worth $1 million 
or more. Prizes big and small 
account for about 92% of 
the Lottery dollars played, 
according to the state lottery 
officials.

Sales commissions on 
Lottery games also support 
retailers, many of whom are 
small business owners. The 
3,800 Lottery retailers across 
Oregon collectively earned 
close to $310 million in com-
missions this year.

Since 2016, Oregon Lottery 
has maintained the highest 
level of accreditation for re-
sponsible gambling from both 
the National Association of 
State and Provincial Lotteries/
National Council on Problem 
Gambling and the World 
Lottery Association’s (WLA) 
Responsible Gambling 
programs, the release states. 
Oregon is one of only eight 
lotteries in the U.S. to reach 
this level by the WLA.

The Lottery’s financial 
year runs from July 1, 2023, 
to June 30, 2024. A final au-
dited report is posted to Ore-
gon Lottery’s website under 
“Proceeds and Financials.”

Since the Oregon Lottery 
began selling tickets on 
April 25, 1985, it has earned 
nearly $15.5 billion for eco-
nomic development, public 
education, outdoor school, 
state parks, veteran services, 
and watershed enhance-
ments. 

For more information 
about the Oregon Lottery 
visit www.oregonlottery.org.

Oregon Lottery REGIONAL

PHOTO
Courtesy photo from the Oregon Lottery
Oregon Lottery is self-funded through the 

sale of games, not tax dollars, and voters and the 
Legislature designate where the money goes.

Cannon Beach Gallery gets surreal 
with the “Dreamscape” exhibition

The Cannon Beach 
Gallery is kicking off the 
new year with our “Dream-
scape” exhibition, opening 
on January 3 and running 
through February 2, 2025. 
This one-of-a-kind show 
will delve into dreamlike 
imagery and the power of 
imagination, featuring a 
diverse collection of works 
by local and regional 
artists.

About the exhibition: 
Artist Lloyd Lindley’s 
work transports viewers 
into a timeless, dystopian 
realm alongside urban 
surrealist artist Gregory 
Hergert whose paintings 
capture the hidden en-
ergy of city life turning 
everyday moments into 
dreamlike scenes. Artist 
David Cohen will feature 

black-and-white images 
with layers of symbolism 
embedded into the work. 
Glass artist Kate Saunders 
creates kiln-formed glass 
images, using a photoresist 
technique working her own 
photographs onto glass. 
Ceramicist Janet Maher’s 
whimsical ceramics in-
spired by myth and story-
telling, evoke a time when 
ravens spoke with elk and 
mermaids swam along-
side seals. John Kirk’s 
photographic creations 
weave dreamlike narratives 
through layered images, 
Gwen Kirk’s folk art 
paintings seamlessly blend 
reality and imagination and 
Patti Brendibach, brings 
her unique characters to 
life with felt sculpture.

An opening reception 

will be held on January 
10, 2025, from 4:00 PM 
to 6:00 PM. Visitors will 
have the chance to meet 
the artists, enjoy refresh-
ments, and experience the 
surreal, imaginative worlds 
created in the Dreamscapes 
exhibition. Whether you’re 
an art enthusiast or new 
to the scene, Dreamscapes 
promises a visual experi-
ence.

Exhibition Hours: 
Wednesday through Sun-
day, 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM. 

For more information, 
please contact the Cannon 
Beach Gallery at 503-
436-0744 or email info@
cannonbeacharts.org. We 
are located in mid-town 
Cannon Beach at 1064 
S Hemlock St, Cannon 
Beach, OR 97110.
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Looking for the right fit?

Company: Country Media, Inc.
Location: Cannon Beach

Please send a letter of interest to: Joe Warren, jwarren@countrymedia.net

Compensation: We offer a competitive salary plus commission, along with 
a comprehensive benefits package that includes medical, paid vacation and 
sick leave, holiday pay, mileage, and phone, among other benefits.

About the Role: Join Country Media as a Multi-media Advertising Sales 
Representative. In this role, you’ll identify, qualify, and sell digital and print 
advertising to businesses. You’ll grow an established client list and attract new 
advertisers in the Cannon Beach market with and its associated publications, 
digital products, and events.

Responsibilities:
• Sell digital advertising solutions, social media products, newspaper ads, 

magazine ads, and event sponsorships.
• Offer the best marketing and advertising products to meet clients’ needs.
• Receive regular training to stay updated on current advertising solutions.
• Act as the local marketing expert for your clients.

Qualifications:
• Computer skills and internet savvy.
• Organizational skills with attention to detail.
• Clear verbal and written communication.
• Exceptional customer service.
• Previous sales experience preferred but not required.
• Bilingual preferred but not required.
• Bring your high achievement and goal orientation to contribute to the 

success of the region’s most trusted news media company.

ADVERTISING 
SALES 

REPRESENTATIVE

RATES & SIZES

OC
W A V E S THE MAGAZINE FOR THE OREGON COAST 

VOL 1.1
JULY/AUG 2020

Life Along the Pacific Northwest Coastline

OregonCoast
W A V E S

OC
W A V E S THE MAGAZINE FOR THE OREGON COAST 

VOL 1.1
JULY/AUG 2020

Life Along the Pacific Northwest Coastline

OregonCoast
W A V E S

EDITIONS/DEADLINES
WINTER EDITION 
Publishes, November 6, 2024
Deadline: Space/copy, October 18, 2024
SPRING EDITION 
Publishes, February 5, 2025
Deadline: Space/copy, January 17, 2025
SUMMER EDITION 
Publishes, May 7, 2025
Deadline: Space/copy, April 18, 2025
COUNTY FAIR EDITION 
Publishes, July 9, 2025
Deadline: Space/copy, June 20, 2025

Size (4-COLOR) ............. 1X .................... 4X
Full Page ........................ $999 ................. $799
Half Page ....................... $629 ................. $529
Quarter Page ................. $429 ................. $399
Eighth Page ................... $299 ................. $249
PHYSICAL AD SIZES
Full Page ............ 8.375” x 10.5” (.375” bleed)
Half Page(h) ................................8.375” x 5.2”
Half Page(v) .....................................4” x 10.5”
Quarter Page(h) ..........................8.375” x 2.6”
Quarter Page(v) ...............................4” x 4.94”
Eighth Page(h) ....................................4” x2.6”
Eighth Page(v) ...................................2” x 5.2”

To reserve advertising space contact: 
Katherine Mace, 503-842-7535, 

headlightads@countrymedia.net

Winter Edition

Covering the 
Oregon coast

Photo by Tony Reed/Country Media

countrymedia.net

FEBRUARY EDITION
Publishes, February 5, 2025
Deadline: Space/copy, January 17, 2025

MAY EDITION
Publishes, May 7, 2025
Deadline: Space/copy, April 18, 2025

AUGUST EDITION
Publishes, August 26, 2025
Deadline: Space/copy, August 18, 2025

NOVEMBER EDITION
Publishes, November 4, 2025
Deadline: Space/copy, October 15, 2025

Attract tourists to your business through this glossy magazine distributed along the Oregon Coast.

Manzanita prepares to add new water main 
to facilitate housing development

WILL CHAPPELL
Gazette Editor

Manzanita city staff are 
developing the plans for a 
$2.79-million water main 
addition between Dorcas Street 
and NeCarney City Boulevards 
along Classic Street that will 
pave the way for a new 60-unit 
affordable housing develop-
ment to the city.

City Manager Leila Aman 
said that work on the project is 

expected to begin next spring 
and be completed by the fall 
and that in addition to adding 
needed water capacity, the 
project will represent a major 
upgrade to Classic Street, 
including the addition of a 
pedestrian path.

“It’s going to be a much 
nicer facility that’s a lot safer 
and more pleasant for people 
to use all modes of transporta-
tion,” Aman said.

The project was selected 

for funding by the Oregon Leg-
islature in March of this year as 
part of Governor Tina Kotek’s 
push to expand housing in the 
state. 

The project will include 
the addition of more than 
2,000 feet of water line added 
between Dorcas Street and 
NeCarney City Boulevard 
along Classic Street, as well as 
new stormwater infrastructure 
to address flooding issues. Ad-
ditionally, Classic Street will 

be paved for the first time and 
the city contributed additional 
funds to include traffic-calming 
elements along the road and a 
separated pedestrian path.

Once complete, the project 
will enable the construction of 
a new housing development 
by Home First on a 12-acre 
property that is in the process 
of being added to the city’s 
urban growth boundary.

Home First’s development 
is envisioned as a two-stage 

project, with the first stage 
consisting of 60 apartments 
affordable to residents earning 
60% of the area’s median 
income, while the second 
stage will feature 60 additional 
apartments targeted at renters 
making up to 120% of the 
area’s median income. The first 
phase of the project received 
Local Innovation and Fast 
Track Rental grant funding and 
Aman said that the developers 
are working towards beginning 

construction in 2025.
In addition to enabling 

the housing development, 
the project will also create a 
second loop in the city’s water 
system, which will increase 
its resiliency. The paving of 
Classic and the addition of the 
pedestrian path will also help 
the city move towards its goal 
of becoming more pedestrian 
and bike friendly, identified in 
its most recent transportation 
system plan. 

Ocean Giving campaign nets nearly $2M
said. “These special places are 
important to all Oregonians. 
If every Oregonian gave just 
$5, we would be well posi-
tioned to initiate a new round 
of research in 2025.”

The Oregon Community 
Foundation receives dona-
tions on behalf of the Trust. 
To make your tax-deductible 
contribution to the “Thank 
you, Ocean” campaign, visit 
the Foundation website, or 
click on the “Donate” button 
in the Trust website.

Oregon Legislature approves $218 million in 
additional wildfire funding in emergency session

ALXE BAUMHART AND 
JULIA SHUMWAY  
Oregon Capital Chronicle 

Editor’s note: The Capital 
Chronicle has launched a 
$10,000 end-of-year fund-
raising campaign to help 
us continue our first-class 
coverage next year. A lot is 
at stake, and there’s a long 
legislative session in 2025. 
We’re completely dependent 
on donor dollars, which are tax 
deductible. Please contribute to 
us if you can.

When wildfires popped up 
in central Oregon this summer, 
Ken Jackola, the mayor of 
Lebanon and vice president of 
Rick Franklin Corp. was quick 
to respond.

For months, his employees 
at the company’s headquar-
ters in Lebanon near Salem 
provided equipment and helped 
build emergency roads and 
corridors for firefighters who 
faced a historic season. This 
year, Oregon faced more than 
2,000 fires that scorched nearly 
2 million acres, a new record. 
The season ended in October, 
but Jackola is still waiting for 
the Oregon Department of 
Forestry to reimburse all of his 
expenses.

“We’ve already paid payroll, 
fuel invoices for operations 
and all the other overhead that 
a business has to pay, and then 
we’re told by a state agency 
that they don’t have money 
to pay us back,” he said. “I 
don’t care what size company 
you are, $630,000 is still 
$630,000.”

His company is among 
many that have yet to be paid, 
prompting Gov. Tina Kotek to 
call a special legislative session 
Thursday to come up with 
$218 million to pay outstand-
ing balances from the 2024 
wildfire season.

Lawmakers voted 25-2 
in the Senate and 42-2 in 
the House to pay that bill by 
sending $191.5 million to the 
state forestry department and 
$26.6 million to the Office of 
the State Fire Marshal to cover 
payments like those owed to 
Rick Franklin Corp.

That money is about two-
thirds of the entire cost this 
year, which totaled more than 

$350 million. While around 
half is expected to be reim-
bursed by federal agencies, the 
state agencies have to pay con-
tractors for their work upfront 
while they wait, sometimes 
for a year or more, for federal 
reimbursement.

“For both agencies, 
basically, the fire season was 
expensive enough that we can’t 
float the money like we nor-
mally do,” said Joy Krawczyk, 
a spokesperson for the forestry 
department.

‘Absolutely 
unacceptable’

Lawmakers who voted for 
the funding, including Sen. 
Lynn Findley, R-Vale, said 
waiting to pay bills was “abso-
lutely unacceptable.” Findley 
called for the head of the 
forestry department to resign 
before casting his vote.

“What we have done is put 
vendors on the hook for a lot of 
money,” Findley said. “They 
had to borrow money. They 
had to go into debt. And this 
is wrong. I did not know as a 
legislator, until the middle of 
November, about how bad this 
was.”

About a dozen uniformed 
firefighters were in the Capitol 
on Thursday to watch the 
Legislature act, watching from 
large screens in hearing rooms 
as lawmakers met in adjacent 
rooms. The House and Senate 
chambers were closed for 
construction, leaving lawmak-
ers to sit shoulder-to-shoulder 
in hearing rooms on opposite 
ends of a long hall.

Sen. Fred Girod, R-Stayton, 
lost his home in the Santiam 
Canyon to the Beachie Creek 
wildfire in September 2020. He 
told his colleagues that it was 
the most traumatic experience 
of his life, and that he misses 
what he lost — the flying squir-
rels who traveled around the 
home, a picture of the steelhead 
he caught when he was 5 years 
old and all the little touches he 
and his wife spent hundreds of 
hours working on to make it 
their perfect home.

“All that’s just gone,” he 
said. “And it really hurts that 
fire is such a low priority in this 
state that we can’t even afford 
to pay the contractors that we 
hired to fight fires.”

The $218 million will come 
from the state’s general fund 
— paid for by Oregon tax 
payments — despite state land 
making up less than 2% of the 
burned acres. More than one-
third of all acres burned have 
been on private land — mostly 
in eastern Oregon grass and 
shrublands. About 64% was on 
federal land, according to the 
Wildland Mapping Institute. At 
least 42 homes and 132 other 
structures were burned.

Wildfire protection and costs 
in Oregon are generally split 
between private and public 
landowners and the state’s 
general fund. But the money 
paid by private landowners, 
via a pot of money they fund 
through fees, is capped at $10 
million once costs for any 
wildfire season exceed $20 
million. This year, Oregonians 
through the general fund will 
pay more than 14 times as 
much for the fire season than 
private landowners.

Vote against
Rep. Paul Holvey, 

D-Eugene, has voted against 
most fire funding proposals 
in the past decade and voted 
against the funding measure 
Thursday. He said he dis-
agrees with the state’s history 
of paying to fight wildfires 
and protect communities out 
of the state’s general fund, 
which leaves less money from 
education, public safety and 
transportation.

“It is time that these large 
forest landowners pay for the 
wildfire on their own lands, 
like most all of us do,” Holvey 
said.

Along with Holvey, Repub-
lican Sens. Dennis Linthicum 
of Beatty and Brian Boquist of 
Dallas and Rep. James Hieb, 
R-Canby, voted against the 
proposal.

In September, the Legis-
lature’s Emergency Board 
allocated $47.5 million to 
the forestry department and 
fire marshal’s office to cover 
some outstanding costs. The 
Department of Forestry then 
asked the state Treasury for a 
$60 million loan in October but 
the Treasury turned that down, 
according to reporting from 

Willamette Week.
Paying for the increased 

costs of the longer and more 
expensive fire seasons associ-
ated with increasing drought 
and heat from climate change 
is a challenge the Legislature 
has sought for several years to 
address. It will hear in January 
from a wildfire cost committee 
that has spent the last year 
coming up with some ideas for 
sustainable wildfire funding.

So far the group — which 
includes politicians, state 
agency officials, lobbyists 
for the timber, ranching and 
agriculture industries, utility 
companies and county associ-
ations — has proposed a range 
of ideas for paying Oregon’s 
wildfire bills. They include 
new or increased taxes and 
fees — on insurers, campsites 
and timber, for example — or 
drawing money from the state’s 
“kicker” tax rebate. But none 
of the solutions appears to call 
on utility companies to contrib-
ute to the funding, despite caus-
ing some of the costliest fires 
in state history in recent years, 
including the 2020 Labor Day 
Fires, which killed nine people, 
destroyed thousands of homes 
and were the most expensive 
in Oregon history, costing as 
much as $1.2 billion.

Push for more 
logging

Republican lawmakers sig-
nalled that they’ll push to roll 
back logging restrictions, as 
they blame environmental reg-
ulations and reduced logging 
for worse fire seasons. Rep. 
Ed Diehl, R-Stayton, called 
for incoming President Donald 
Trump to “fix” the Endangered 
Species Act and Equal Access 
to Justice Act, which he said 
“created a lawsuit factory.”

“We’re not going to reduce 
wildfires by building electric 
car chargers,” Diehl said. 
“We’re not going to reduce 
wildfires by tearing out 
dams, and we will not reduce 
wildfires by building offshore 
wind farms. We will reduce 
wildfires by actively manag-
ing our lands, by selectively 
and sustainably harvesting, 
reducing our forest fuel loads 
and grazing our grasslands. We 
are stewards of these lands, not 
passive bystanders.”

Sen. Daniel Bonham, R-The 
Dalles, said that the Legislature 
needs to allocate more money 
toward fighting fires so law-
makers don’t find themselves 
in this same situation. He said 
lawmakers should have set 
aside extra money to wildland 

fire response when it had a 
high ending balance several 
years ago.

“We didn’t put enough 
money into the e-board,” he 
said, referring to the Legisla-
ture’s emergency board. “We 
didn’t have any money dedi-
cated in the budget to address 
this need, and we should in the 
future.”

Rep. Dacia Grayber, a 
Tigard Democrat and the Leg-
islature’s only firefighter, said 
knowing that Oregon faces hot-
ter and drier weather and more 
fires keeps her up at night.

“We talk about this as a 
historic wildfire season,” Gray-
ber said. “I think that we run 
the risk of this being our new 
normal.”

https://oregoncapital-
chronicle.com/2024/12/12/
oregon-legislature-ap-
proves-218-million-in-ad-
ditional-wildfire-fund-
ing-in-emergency-session/

Oregon Capital Chronicle 
is part of States Newsroom, 
a network of news bureaus 
supported by grants and a 
coalition of donors as a 501c(3) 
public charity. Oregon Capital 
Chronicle maintains editorial 
independence. Contact Editor 
Lynne Terry for questions: 
info@oregoncapitalchronicle.
com.
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ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS 
HERE TO CREATE 

TOP OF-MIND-AWARENESS 
CALL 503-842-7535 TODAY!

ARBORIST - TREE CARE

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

CONSTRUCTION

LANDSCAPING

BoB McEwan construction, inc.
Excavation • undErground utiitiEs

road work • Fill MatErial
sitE PrEParation • rock

owned and operated by Mike and Celine MCewan

Serving the paCifiC northweSt SinCe 1956 • CC48302

503-738-3569
34154 Hwy 26, Seaside, OR

P.O. Box 2845, Gearhart, OR

Laurelwood FarmLaurelwood FarmLaurelwood Farm

Laurelwood Compost • Mulch • Planting MacMix
Soil Amendments

34154 HIGHWAY 26
SEASIDE, OR

503-717-1454

YARD DEBRIS DROP-OFF
(no Scotch Broom)

H
49

57
3

ISA Certified Arborists 
ISA Board-Certified Master Arborist

ISA Tree Risk Assessment 
Qualified 

Comprehensive Service, 
Pruning/Removal, 

Stump Grinding/Hazard 
Evaluations 

(503)791-0853 
www.arborcarenw.com 

Care for Your Trees H20157
CCB#171855 

WA#ARBORCI909RW 

ABOUT US
CANNON BEACH GAZETTE
1906 Second Street, P.O. Box 444, 
Tillamook OR 97141
PHONE 503-842-7535
cannonbeachgazette.com 

The Cannon Beach Gazette is part of the Country Media family of newspapers.

Joe 
Warren
Chief 
Executive/
Operations

jwarren@countrymedia.net

LETTER POLICY
The Cannon Beach Gazette welcomes letters that ex-
press readers’ opinions on current topics. Letters may 
be submitted by email only, no longer than 300 words, 
and must be signed and include the writer’s full name, 
address (including city) and telephone number for veri-
fication of the writer’s identity.  We will print the writer’s 
name and town of residence only. Letters without the 

requisite identifying information will not be published. 
Letters are published in the order received and may 
be edited for length, grammar, spelling, punctuation or 
clarity. We do not publish group emails, open letters, 
form letters, third-party letters, letters attacking 
private individuals or businesses, or letters containing 
advertising.

OBITUARIES
Email obituaries to: classifieds@orcoastnews.com 
The Cannon Beach Gazette has several options for submit-
ting obituaries. 
•  Basic Obituary: Includes the person’s name, age, town of 
residency, and information about any funeral services. No cost.
•  Custom Obituary: You choose the length, the wording of 
the announcement, and if you want a small photo included - 

Cost is $100 for the first 200 words, $75 for each additional 
200 words.
•  Premium Obituary: Often used by families who wish to 
include multiple photos with a longer announcement, or who 
wish to run a thank-you. Cost varies based on the length of 
the announcement. 
All obituary announcements are placed on the 
Cannon Beach Gazette website at no cost.

Will
Chappell
Editor

headlighteditor@countrymedia.net

Advertising Deadline: 
Noon Mondays week of publication

Deadline for letters, press releases 
and other submissions:
Noon Mondays week of publication, 
will depend on space. Email to 
headlighteditor@countrymedia.net

Classifieds & Legals/Public Notices: 
Due by Noon on Mondays the week 
of publication. Send Classifieds to 
classifieds@orcoastnews.com
Send Legals/Public notices to 
legals@orcoastnews.com 
Call 503-842-7535 for more info.

The Cannon 
Beach Gazette 
is published 
biweekly 
by Country 
Media, Inc.

Member Oregon Newspaper Publishers Association (ONPA) 
© 2025 by the Cannon Beach Gazette. 
No portion of this newspaper may be reproduced in any 
manner without prior written permission from the publisher. 
All rights reserved.

Katherine
Mace
Advertising 
Account
Executive
503-842-7535

headlightads@countrymedia.net

Joe Warren, Director of Publications
Frank Perea II, Director of Revenue

Patty
Archambault
Office
Manager

classifieds@orcoastnews.com

CLASSIFIEDS

is FREE to read online!

Keep up on the latest news at
www.cannonbeachgazette.com

Free coffee table 24X44+-
full size box spring, Tolovana, 
5038539456

Publish Date	 Deadline

 The deadline for advertising, 
letters to the editor, press releases, 

obituaries and legal notices is 
Noon on Monday the week of publication. 

Publication dates subject to change.

Feb. 7	 Feb. 3, noon
Mar. 7	 Mar. 3, noon
Apr. 4	 Mar. 31, noon 
May 2	 Apr. 28, noon
June  6	 June 2, noon
July  4	 June 30, noon
Aug. 1	 July 28, noon
Sept. 5	 Sept. 1, noon
Oct. 3	 Sept. 29, noon
Nov. 7	 Nov. 3, noon
Dec. 5	 Dec. 1, noon

700
Bargain Corner

Church Services by the Sea
Cannon Beach to Nehalem

Cannon Beach
Cannon Beach Bible Church
P.O. Box 1068, 264 Hills Lane
Cannon Beach, OR 97110
(503) 436-4114
cbbiblechurch@gmail.com
cbbc.us
Pastor Ku Khang
Worship Service: Sunday 10:30 a.m. 
Sunday school: 9 a.m.
Spanish-speaking Service: 
Sunday 6 p.m.
Women’s Bible Study: 
Tuesday 9:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.
Men’s Bible Study: 
Tuesday 6 p.m. to 8 p.m.
Biblical Doctrine Class: 
Friday 9 a.m. to 11 a.m.
ADA accessible

Nehalem
Nehalem Bay 
United Methodist Church
36050 10th Street, 
Nehalem, OR
(503) 368-5612
Pastor Celeste Deveney + 
Sunday service 11 a.m.
Food Pantry
Open Friday, Saturday & Monday
10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Wednesday
March - October 2 p.m. to 6 p.m.
November - February noon to 4 p.m.
Nehalem Senior Lunches
Tuesday & Thursday served at noon
email: nbumcnsl2020@gmail.com

To feature your spiritual organization on this panel:
Contact Katherine at (503) 842-7535, headlightads@countrymedia.net.
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AWE INSPIRING PANORAMIC OCEANVIEW HOMES

Pam’s Homes by the Water on the Oregon Coast
Pamela Zielinski, Principal Broker, CRS

Berkshire Hathaway Home Services NW Real Estate

GORGEOUS CRAFTSMAN - Located in gated oceanfront community just 60 miles West of Portland.  1848 sq ft with 2 oceanview bdrms with ensuite 
baths plus den and 3rd full bath on main floor. Gleaming stylish quartz kitchen, expanded decks, private backyard, just a block from the beach trail.  
440 Capes Dr, Oceanside, OR. Valued at $885,000. RMLS 24013495

ULTRACONTEMPORARY - 3000  sq ft, views from every room including Three Arch Rocks & the hillside village of Oceanside. Oceanview deck off 
every room, too. 3 fireplaces. Located on half an acre at the end of a long private drive. 4 bdrms, 3.5 baths. 2 laundry areas, abundant storage. 
850 Ridgewood Rd, Oceanside, OR.  Valued at $1,399,000. RMLS 24090493

NW CONTEMPORARY - Architect designed using finest materials and craftsmanship throughout.  Magical views include the glittering marina of 
Garibaldi, sunrises over Tillamook Bay and sunsets over the ocean. Keep an eye on your moored yacht from the comfort of your living room. Eleva-
tor for easy living. Unique owner’s bdrm suite with 2 bedroom chambers and adjoining luxury bath. 
614 Ginger, Garibaldi, OR Valued at $1,900,000 RMLS 24411243

Netarts, OR
503-880-8034 Mobile

www.PamZielinski.com

A Very Busy 
January

By PHYLLIS BERNT
Library Volunteer

The library is starting 
the new year with an activ-
ity-filled January that of-
fers something for virtually 
everyone: a Celebration of 
Writers, a Reading Board 
Game, a Fraud Preven-
tion Program, a Bilingual 
Story Time, a Book Club 
Meeting and a NW Au-
thor Speakers Series talk. 
We hope you will make a 
New Year’s resolution to 
see what the library has to 
offer.

Writers have until Fri-
day, January 31, to submit 
their work for consider-
ation in the Writers Read 
Celebration. Now in its 
seventh year, the Writers 
Read Celebration invites 
authors to submit work 
on a specific theme. This 
year’s theme is “Rising 
Tide.”

The Celebration is open 
to writers of all ages and 
geographical locations; 
all written formats will be 
considered—story, essay, 

poetry, script, etc.  Authors 
may submit up to three 
entries, with a 600-word 
maximum length for 
each entry.  Submissions 
should be in Word format, 
and should not include 
any identifying informa-
tion about the author, so 
authors are anonymous to 
the judges. Instead, each 
submission should be 
accompanied by a separate 
cover letter with the au-
thor’s name, email address 
and phone number.

A panel of volunteers 
will select 10 to 12 works 
to be read by their authors 
during the Writers Read 
Celebration on the eve-
ning of Friday, March 7, 
in person at the library or 
via Zoom. Entrants should 
email their submissions to 
info@cannonbeachlibrary.
org.  Any questions can be 
directed to Jen Dixon, the 
Library Manager, at info@
cannonbeachlibrary, or 
503.436.1391.

Patrons can beat the 
winter blues by accepting 
the library’s All Ages Win-
ter Reading Board Game 
Challenge. The game runs 
from January13 to March 
22; participants can sign up 
anytime during the Chal-
lenge.

Patrons can pick up a 
game board at the library 
(131 N. Hemlock in down-
town Cannon Beach), or 
download one from the li-
brary’s website (www.can-
nonbeachlibrary.com). The 
game is played by rolling 
dice, either at the library 
or at home, then reading 
books and completing ac-

tivities to move across the 
board. There will be prizes 
for those who complete the 
game. All ages can play; 
there are adult and youth 
game boards.

It’s important to know 
how to protect yourself 
when you go online, and 
Cannon Beach police offi-
cer Lieutenant Christopher 
Wilbur will tell you how 
to do that in his talk at the 
library at 2 p.m. on Satur-
day, January 11, when he 
presents “SCAM AWARE,” 
a free fraud awareness and 
prevention program.

When people go online 
to shop, fill out forms or 
do a Google search, they 
face the prospect of getting 
fraudulent messages, hav-
ing their data compromised 
or even having their iden-
tities stolen. Lieutenant 
Wilbur will explain how 
to recognize fraudulent 
emails, texts and phone 
calls; how to respond if 
one’s data is breached 
or one’s social media is 
hacked; what to do if one’s 
identity is stolen; and other 
ways to stay safe online.

For those patrons who 
are unable to attend the 
talk, or who want to watch 
the talk again, “SCAM 
AWARE” will be recorded 
and will be available for 
viewing on the library’s 
website.

The Cannon Beach 
Reads book club will meet 
at 7 p.m. on Wednesday, 
January 15, to discuss Ern-
est Hemingway’s “To Have 
and Have Not.” 

This will be a hybrid 
meeting with participants 

able to take part in the 
discussion in-person at the 
library or virtually (contact 
book club coordinator Joe 
Bernt at berntj@ohio.edu 
for the Zoom link)

Set during the Depres-
sion, “To Have and Have 
Not” is a work of social 
commentary. It tells the 
story of Harry Morgan, 
a fishing boat captain in 
Key West, Florida, who is 
forced to smuggle contra-
band between Key West 
and Cuba to support his 
family. 

Morgan is a “have not.” 
Hemingway also looks at 
the “haves,” presenting an 
unfavorable picture of the 
wealthy, decadent yachts-
men who take advantage of 
men like Morgan, forcing 
them to turn to criminal ac-
tivities in order to survive. 
“To Have and Have Not” 
was published in 1937 and 
was Hemingway’s third 
novel. 

Ernest Hemingway was 
a novelist, short story 
writer and journalist whose 
iconic, understated writ-
ing style influenced many 
20th century writers. In 
addition to his economical 
writing style, Hemingway 
was known for his choice 
of hyper masculine themes 
and his realistic portrayal 
of life between the two 
world wars. 

Many of his seven 
novels, six short-story 
collections and two non
-fiction books are regarded 
as classics of American 
literature, including “The 
Sun Also Rises,” “For 
Whom the Bell Tolls” and 

“The Old Man and the 
Sea,” which was awarded 
a Pulitzer Prize in 1953.  
He was awarded the Nobel 
Prize in Literature in 1954, 
“for his mastery of the art 
of narrative . . . and for the 
influence he has exerted on 
contemporary style.”

John Markham will lead 
the discussion on January 
15. Coffee and cookies will 
be provided at the library. 
The book club meets on the 
third Wednesday of every 
month at 7 p.m. New par-
ticipants are always wel-
come, even if they haven’t 
read the book.

Young patrons are 
invited to Bilingual Story 
Time and BINGO at 1 
p.m. on Saturday, January 
18. Volunteers will read 
winter-themed stories in 
English and Spanish. Then 
participants will play a 
Bingo game designed for 
2 to 8 year olds, though all 
ages are welcome. There 
will be prizes for everyone. 
Children must be accompa-
nied by an adult.

The NW Author Speak-
ers series will welcome 
Portland author Erica Berry 
at 2 p.m. on Saturday, 
January 25. This will be a 
hybrid presentation, with 
patrons able to enjoy the 
talk in the library or from 
home via the library’s 
website.

Berry received the 2024 
Oregon Book Award for 
Creative Nonfiction for 
her debut nonfiction work 
“Wolfish: Wolf, Self, and 
the Stories We Tell About 
Fear.” Using memoir, sci-
entific writing, ecological 

history, cultural history 
and personal narrative, 
Berry presents an analysis 
of the complex physical 
and mythological relation-
ships between wolves and 
humans.

Berry examines the ways 
in which humans project 
their fears onto wolves, 
making them symbols 
of all that is scary and 
intimidating. At the same 
time she explores the 
world of wolves, since they 
have been reintroduced 
in Oregon and California, 
focusing on 

OR-7, a radio-collared, 
gray wolf that migrated 
from the Wallowa Moun-
tains in northeastern Ore-
gon to the southern Cas-
cade Range. And finally, 
she tells her own coming-
of-age story, as she left 
home and learned to deal 
with her fears.

Erica Berry is a writer 
and teacher whose essays, 
often about the intersection 
between feelings and the 
natural environment, have 
appeared in The New York 
Times, Orion, The Yale Re-
view, The Guardian, Wired 
and other publications. She 
is on the summer faculty 
of the Orion Environmen-
tal Writers’ Workshop and 
teaches at the Sitka Center 
for Art and Ecology and 
the New York Times Stu-
dent Journeys.

Berry received her MFA 
from the University of 
Minnesota. She is currently 
a Writer-in-the-Schools and 
an Associate Fellow at the 
Attic Institute of Arts and 
Letters.
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fore overseeing permitting 
and construction.

St. Denis said that P and 
C’s proposal had included 
a larger project team than 
other proposals received 
and that the firm would 
have a dedicated super-
intendent for each of the 
projects, which had not 
been the case for all pro-
posals. St. Denis also said 
that the firm has worked 
with CIDA, the projects’ 
architects previously and 
have experience with proj-
ects on the coast.

P and C will receive 
2.4% of the project’s 
budget as administrative 
costs, a reduction from the 
previous firm, which had 
been set to receive 3.1%. 
Council unanimously ap-
proved a contract with the 
P and C

After making that de-
cision, the council moved 
into a discussion about 
the future of the Cannon 
Beach Elementary rejuve-
nation project, considering 
the failed advisory vote in 
November when citizens 
said they did not support 
the $12.4-million proj-
ect. The city has already 
spent more than $4 million 
acquiring the property, 
hazardous material reme-
diation, public engagement 
and replacing the school’s 
roof, paid for by a 2020 
bond.

The proposed $7.8-mil-
lion budget to complete 
the project as a cultural 
and historical center with a 
focus on the native Amer-
ican village that was once 
located at the site of the 
disused Cannon Beach 
Elementary School was 
originally approved by 
council in April of this 
year. However, a group of 
citizens concerned by the 
project’s budget and scope 
filed a lawsuit challenging 
the decision and asking for 
it to be referred to voters 
and in August, city council 
agreed to put the advisory 
measure on the ballot to 
settle the suit.

In November, nearly 
60% of voters in the city 
voted no on the advisory 
measure and the December 
meeting was the first op-
portunity the council had 
to discuss the result.

The discussion began 
with councilors discussing 
what they thought the vote 
meant, revealing differ-
ences in understanding in 
the group.

Councilor Lisa Kerr 
said that by her reading of 

the measure, the no vote 
meant that the voters were 
rejecting a tourist facility 
and community center. 
Councilor Brandon Ogilvie 
said that he believed the 
no vote meant the project 
needed to start over from 
square one and reevaluate 
everything. 

Councilor Gary Hayes 
said that he believed the no 
vote had been a rejection 
of the projected budget 
for the project, but Kerr 
strongly disagreed, saying 
that she felt it was a full 
rejection of the tourist 
facility, community center 
plan.

St. Denis said that he 
wanted to ask City At-

torney Ashley Driscoll to 
weigh in on whether the 
council was obligated to 
follow the advisory vote 
and what the vote meant 
for the current proposal. 
St. Denis said that he 
believed Driscoll had said 
that the no vote meant that 
the city could not move 
forward with the plans 
as proposed but that they 
could with a different 
plan, though he couldn’t 
remember if that had 
been Driscoll’s opinion or 
included in the settlement 
agreement that set up the 
vote.

Council also welcomed 
public comments, with 
several of the project’s 

longtime critics, including 
ex-Mayor Sam Steidel, 
chiming in and saying that 
the council should ask 
voters what they want in 
the May elections and that 
they, like Hayes, thought 
the vote was a response to 
the project’s cost.

Kerr said that she had 
also felt that way about 
the vote until rereading 
the measure and that she 
wanted to hear from an 
attorney.

St. Denis said that he 
would organize a time dur-
ing the council’s January 
retreat for them to meet 
with Driscoll to discuss the 
situation. 
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Phone and Internet 
Discounts Available to 
CenturyLink Customers
The Oregon Public Utility Commission 
designated CenturyLink as an Eligible 
Telecommunications Carrier within its 
service area for universal service purposes. 
CenturyLink’s basic local service rates for 
residential voice lines are $25.80-$27.00 per 
month and business services are $42.00 per 
month. Specific rates will be provided upon 
request.

CenturyLink participates in the Lifeline 
program, which makes residential telephone 
or qualifying broadband service more 
affordable to eligible low-income individuals 
and families. Eligible customers may 
qualify for Lifeline discounts of $5.25/
month for voice or bundled voice service 
or $9.25/month for qualifying broadband 
or broadband bundles. Residents who live 
on federally recognized Tribal Lands may 
qualify for additional Tribal benefits if they 
participate in certain additional federal 
eligibility programs. The Lifeline discount 
is available for only one telephone or 
qualifying broadband service per household, 
which can be either a wireline or wireless 
service. Broadband speeds must be at least 
25 Mbps download and 3 Mbps upload to 
qualify. 

A household is defined as any individual 
or group of individuals who live together at 
the same address and share income and 
expenses. Services are not transferable, 
and only eligible consumers may enroll in 
these programs. Consumers who willfully 
make false statements to obtain these 
discounts can be punished by fine or 
imprisonment and can be barred from these 
programs.

If you live in a CenturyLink service area, 
visit https://www.centurylink.com/aboutus/
community/community-development/
lifeline.html for additional information about 
applying for these programs or call 1-800-
201-4099 with questions.

of the Jentzen property in 
Pacific City.

Commissioners asked 
Howes and McCann to get 
specifics about a loan to 
cover the project’s third 
phase and return with those 
for a final decision.

At the meeting on Decem-
ber 4, Howes reviewed the 
information that had been 
previously shared and told 
the commissioners that since 
the last meeting the district 
had received approval for 
a $2 million loan from its 
bank at a 4.99% interest 
rate. 

Howes presented three 
potential award possibilities 
to the commissioners, the 
$1 million option advanced 
by Olson at the November 

meeting, the $1.5 million 
option mentioned by Skaar 
and a package to fund the 
full $1.7 million required to 
complete phase three. This 
third option would involve 
an initial award of $550,000 
followed by five annual 
awards of $230,000. 

Howes said that the 
district would appreciate any 
of the three awards but that 
selecting the third would 
obviously be their preferred 
option.

Olson kicked off the dis-
cussion, saying that he still 
favored the first option of 
awarding $1 million, for the 
same reasons he had cited 
previously. He said that the 
thought of awarding more 
than $1 million without a 
formal process made him 
uneasy and that he had some 
concerns about the project’s 
conformity to state law’s 
requirements that projects 
receiving TLT funding serve 
tourists.

Skaar then spoke and 
said that while she was still 
concerned about the lack 
of process, her opinion 
had shifted since the last 
meeting, largely based on 
Howes’s arguments in favor 
of a larger award.

Skaar said that while 
she had previously worried 
about disadvantaging other 
projects in an unfair way, 
these concerns had been 
alleviated by the NCRD 
project’s status and the fact 
that no other projects in the 
county were at the same 
phase. Skaar said that the 
project’s $16 million in 
already-secured funding, in-
cluding community support 
through the 2020 bond, and 
the fact that construction 
was already under way were 
a unique circumstance in 
the county and that she 
would encourage any other 
projects in a similar posi-
tion to come to the board in 
the future.

Further, the $1.7-million 
request would only rep-
resent 10-12% of the pro-
ject’s total budget, which 
Skaar said made her more 
comfortable with the figure 
and the awards compliance 
with state TLT law, as that 
percentage of the new facil-
ity’s capacity is likely to be 
used by tourists. 

Given those factors, 
Skaar said that she was 
comfortable with the 
$1.5-million award and 
would be open to fur-
ther discussion about the 
$1.7-million figure.

Bell said that she was 
firm on the $1.5-million 
figure and was open to the 
$1.7-million award be-
cause she wanted to see the 
county help get the project 
done. She echoed Skaar’s 
points about the project’s 
unique backing and process 
and said that a statistic 
shared by Howes that 25% 
of the county’s assessed 
property value was in the 
district’s bounds had further 
convinced her.

Bell continued that while 
she was also sensitive to 

concerns about the process 
of awarding funding, the 
board explicitly had the 
executive powers to make 
decisions outside of those 
processes when they felt 
it was appropriate, as they 
had in past instances.

“I will feel good about 
doing this because it’s an 
opportunity to invest in our 
community and it’s timely,” 
Bell said before making a 
motion to award the $1.7 
million as proposed by 
Howes.

Olson said that he would 
vote no because of the lack 
of process but reiterated 
his support for the project 
before Bell and Skaar voted 
aye to approve the award 
and Olson voted nay.

Howes and McCann 
profusely thanked the com-
missioners for their support, 
with Howes saying that it 
felt like a weight had been 
lifted from their shoulders.

Tillamook County Chief 
Administrative Officer Ra-
chel Hagerty said that she 
would begin working on an 
intergovernmental agree-
ment to manage the grant 
and would aim to complete 
it by the commissioners’ 
December 18 meeting, but 
that it might be January 8, 
because of the holidays.

The award leaves the 
project with an $800,000 
gap to meet its entire origi-
nal scope, although Howes 
clarified in his presentation 
that only $400,000 of that 
was necessary to commis-
sion the pool and outfit 
essential items such as 
lifeguards’ chairs. The re-
maining $400,000 will allow 
the district to decommission 
the old pool and outfit the 
new pool facility more fully, 
with acoustic tiling and 
bleachers.

The district recently 
received a grant of $500,000 
contingent on funding the 
rest of the project, that 
Howes said he believed 
would be triggered by the 
county grant, a fact which he 
will confirm at an upcoming 
meeting with that granter. 

NCRD 
Pool

From Page A1

Crowley is a young and handsome 
energetic shepherd mix. He came to 
the shelter without any prior training 

or socialization skills, but he’s a 
very intelligent dog and is learning 

his manners. Crowley will need 
someone who will continue working 
with him on his obedience training 

and leash skills. He’s a sweet, 
happy boy and will make a great 
companion for someone with the 
time to dedicate to this deserving 

and charismatic young lad.
 

http://clatsopcounty.animalshelternet.com/adoption_
animal_details.cfm?AnimalUID=319622

 
Pet meet and greets are by appointment, so if you’d like to meet 
Crowley, call the shelter at 503-861-7387 or stop by the lobby to 
set up a time. The shelter is open 9:30 to 4:00 Tuesday through 

Saturday, closed 12:30 to 1:30 for lunch. 
You can also fill out an application here: 

https://www.clatsopcounty.gov/media/16441. Be sure to 
date it next to the signature line (applications are reviewed in 

the order they are received) and put the name of the animal you 
are interested in at the top. You can then save the application to 

your computer and email it to ac@ClatsopCounty.gov 
or print it and deliver it directly to the shelter.

H24753

MEET 
CROWLEY!
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