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Top 5 hottest home building trends

These days, home trends are about more
than good design and aesthetics — they’re
about creating spaces that reflect our values
and are more comfortable and enjoyable to
live in. From net-zero and net-positive con-
struction to tiny minimalist homes, trends are
all about your family’s lifestyle.

Whether you’re shopping for a new home,
renovating your own or creating a new build
from scratch, here are some of the biggest
trends you need to know for inspiration.

Sustainable design: This one has been
popular for a long time, but green design has
evolved to be about much more than energy-
efficient appliances and LED light bulbs.
Now, it’s all about making sure everything in
your home reduces your carbon footprint and
minimizes any impact on the environment.

To try the trend yourself, think big and get
creative — install solar panels on your roof,
choose building materials that don’t require
deforestation and upcycle old furniture for
decorative elements instead of buying new.

Disaster resiliency: Climate change af-
fects us in so many negative ways, and one of
the top concerns is the increase in natural di-
sasters. From wildfires that last for months to
major floods that affect entire cities, we now
need to prepare for the worst when building
our homes.

Switching to disaster-resilient materials
is an important first step. Many builders now
prefer to use stronger, more energy-efficient
materials like insulated concrete forms
(ICFs) instead of more traditional materials
like wood. For example, Nudura ICFs can
withstand winds of up to 250 miles per hour
(equivalent to an F4 tornado) and offer a fire
protection rating of up to four hours.

Outdoor living: Many of us are now
choosing to forgo getting a cottage or sum-
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mer home and recreate the experience in our
own backyards. This trend helps you make
the most of your existing space and take full
advantage of your yard or patio during the
summer months.

You can design a full living space outside,
complete with an outdoor television and
comfy couches, as well as a kitchen and
refrigerator for entertaining. Consider adding
a fireplace or firepit to keep warm during
cool summer nights and enjoy the outdoors
through spring, fall and even winter if you’re
brave.

Home automation: This is another long-
standing trend that shows no signs of slowing
down. It has also evolved to encompass more
of the home to make life even more comfort-
able and convenient. From an oven that can
be turned on remotely to preheat, to skylights
that can open and close automatically to cre-
ate the perfect ambient temperature, there are
more ways than ever to integrate smart home
technology into your living space.

You can start small with voice assistant
and smart light bulbs and work your way up
to a total smart home system that includes
home security, temperature controls and all
your electronic devices.

Customization: You don’t have to settle
for what mass manufacturers decide to build,
or what works for everyone else. Creating a
home that’s as unique as you are is the latest
trend, with custom-built storage and person-
alized architectural features to make your
space stand out.

You can even go as far as building a cus-
tom home that’s suited to your family. Older
home demolitions and purchasing land-only
properties is becoming more common, allow-
ing you to work with an architect to create
exactly what you want with a new build.

Columbia to Coast Property Magazine Autumn 2021



- edtal’d
Cltomme C)Waintenance

Crystal Knittel

Call 831-261-0034
Chimney Sweeps



-
=

B2
.

o
=X
ol

+

Home’ Repalrs‘r”New Builds=

> i) LT [ T
2 g ﬁ.ﬁ*!-lo“me Remodels r/

Custom Projects s ‘Windows

becks 3 Sldmg L'TRoofs

1503-919%0764'

a0l
jsfg%r?}ffe'@gmall.com
I ¥ -
gagellcconstructlon.com I

N

! GAGE Construction is proud to serve
L our coastal communities with top quality
¥ craftsmanship and customer service. Big
& or small project, repairs or a custom build,
" we are happy to come and talk with you...
& always FREE estimates.
" Jacob and Heidi Holzgrafe
Email: jsholzgrafe @gmail.com




Gorgeous trends in green home design
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An eco—fnendly home offers many benefits.
Besides reducing your carbon footprint and
being better for the environment, you can save
lots of money on your energy bills in the long
run. Plus, many of the latest trends are simply
beautiful. Here are some to consider for your
next home or remodel:

Bamboo materials: Bamboo is a renewable
resource that can be harvested gently, without
disturbing the surrounding environment. It’s
also a great alternative to hardwood, since it can
regenerate faster than trees. The timeless mate-
rial is very popular for flooring and can also be
used for bathroom and kitchen cabinets. When
buying this material for your home, look for a
high-quality, sustainable producer since cheaper
versions can be less sturdy.

Passive house: Go beyond efficient appli-
ances with an entire house that uses little-to-no
energy. Derived from the German Passivhaus,
passive house is a movement that refers to a
design process that creates buildings that have
a small ecological footprint and require little
heating or cooling. Use the philosophy to guide
decisions for your home — from adding solar
panels on your roof to boosting your insulation.

Reclaimed pieces: One of the quickest and
easiest ways to have a positive environmental
impact is buying as little new as possible. The
next time you need a piece of furniture, create
something rustic by recycling or upcycling an
old or vintage item with a new coat of paint or a
fresh wood stain. If you’re planning a demoli-
tion, try deconstruction instead — “‘un-build”
the structure and find elements you can salvage
or reclaim, like exposed brick and wood beams.

Water conservation: With more parts of the
world experiencing drought, saving water is
one of the top concerns for environmentalists.
Wasting water is also expensive and leads to
higher utility bills. Upgrading your home with
water conservation features can go a long way,
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and most are designed to look sleek and mini-
malist. Opt for low-flow showerheads, toilets
and sink fixtures.

Insulated concrete forms: Many homeown-
ers now prefer to build with insulated concrete
forms (ICFs) because the material offers
better energy efficiency and performance than
traditional wood. Homes built with Nudura
ICFs also provide better fire protection and can
help you save as much as 60 percent on heating
and cooling costs. Your home is less likely to
contain cold areas as the insulation is continu-
ous around the entire house.

L /;\
GARAGE F ;':
Door Sa[ed

/1 N IN

PEMERS FOR HOME & INDUSTRY

DOORS &

Sales, Service, Installation

e P s
el

541-994-3200

1603 SE East Devils Lake Rd.,
Lincoln City, OR 97367
Owner - Rick Hatton
garagedoorsales@embarqmail.com
www.garagedoorsaleslc.com

Columbia to Coast Property Magazine Autumn 2021



-

\
/

A Best L
X Local Place
« for Appliances :
£ l

e

@

.

Q PUfe\/\/osh )
%

FULGOR
PATL AR \

SAMSUNG

beko Y

)

SHARP '

BRCAN
Danby;,..,
@ Speed Queen

Broil King.

B B B B B B Bt

K {

a i ioht, Aaron Burris, »

A Bobpg’iévp;z;(fgierftAt?e;l%uwis, Jim Carpenter. ‘

[ Kneeling: Eduardo Benito

. We are here

R

~ tomeetall your

. appliance needs ).
A Due to COVID-19, there have been
alistarappliance.net impacts to product availability.
. 503-842-2211 « 2111 Third Street, Tillamook P'easg l\j/:ssl; S&rrﬁfrﬁf”e or }F_

H69009



Exterior renovations that can improve home value

Renovating a home to improve its value
can be a smart investment. Interior improve-
ments, such as updating kitchens and baths,
offer good return on investment, but there
are plenty of exterior renovations that can
add value to a home and give it that coveted
“wow” factor.

Landscaping

Abundant and well-planned landscaping
can instantly boost curb appeal. According
to the landscaping company Lawn Starter,
71 percent of prospective home buyers say a
home’s curb appeal is an important factor in
their buying decisions. As buyers use the in-
ternet to look for their dream homes, there’s
no denying a beautifully landscaped, nicely
photographed property can entice buyers to
click and read more about a house.

Address insects and minor repairs

Improving home value may come down
to fixing areas of the home that can nega-
tively affect its appeal to buyers. Hire an
inspector to look at key components of the
house and recommend what needs to be
fixed. This way it is discovered before home

buyers come in and do their own inspections.

Termite infestations, deteriorating roofs
and hidden water leaks are some things that
might need fixing.

Improve the entryway
The front door is the focal point of a

home’s exterior. Invest in a new door or
8

paint it a striking color to add appeal. Re-
modeling magazine’s “Cost vs. Value Report
2019” indicates changing an entry door to

a steel replacement can offer 74.9 percent
ROI. Such a door provides visual appeal and
added security — things buyers look for. In
addition to the front door, make sure that the
entryway has a level walkway, steps that are
in good repair, accents that are free from rust
or tarnish, and decorative plants.

Outdoor lighting

Outdoor lighting can add to the ambiance
of a property and serve as a security feature.
Utilize different lights, such as a bright light
by the entry, uplighting in trees and shrubs
for drama, a light-lined path to the door to
improve visibility, and motion-detection
lights to improve the security of the property.

Repaint (or reside) the exterior

A fresh coat of paint or new (or cleaned)
siding can instantly give homes a facelift.
Neutral, warm and inviting colors tend to
have the widest appeal. Adding manufac-
tured stone veneer to the home can offer a
94.9 percent ROI, says Remodeling. And
after doing the front door and siding, invest-
ing in a garage door replacement offers the
highest ROI of all exterior projects listed on
the “Cost vs. Value Report 2019.” This im-
provement returns 97.5 percent when selling.

Knowing which improvements add value
to a home can help homeowners tailor their
efforts to those that are most financially
beneficial.
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Even considering being able to design
your own custom home is an exciting pros-
pect. Whether you’re ready to take the plunge
or just exploring your options, here are tips to
keep in mind.

Know what you’re signing up for.
Building a custom home is a significant
undertaking and a major life decision. It’s
a big commitment in terms of time, money
and energy. While this shouldn’t scare you
away from your dream home, it’s important
to know what you’re getting into. If you’re
feeling overwhelmed with the kids or busy
caring for an ailing parent, it may be best to
start this later.

Hire the right professionals. You may be a
DIY pro, but this isn’t a project you want to
take on yourself, even partly. Key profession-
als you’ll need to work with include an archi-
tect, plumber, electrician and more. Consider
also working with a designer who can help
with the interiors to make sure the space is as
functional as it is beautiful. Do your research
to find quality pros — this isn’t the time to
skimp on labor.

Think about furniture layout early. While
it may seem a bit premature to start decorat-
ing your living room before the foundation
is laid, knowing how you’ll want to use and
lay out each room can help you during the

1

Custom home-buying tips for first timers

building and design process. For example,
you can save time and money down the line
when you know from the get-go you’ll want
a window seat and two large couches to face
the fireplace.

Know where to save and spend. Costs can
quickly add up, so it’s important for you to
decide early on what matters most to you,
and what’s worth investing in. You can al-
ways upgrade your flooring or cabinetry, but
you can never change the foundation. Build
your home to last longer and perform better
with innovative building materials like insu-
lated custom forms (ICFs) from Nudura. This
alternative to wood framing can withstand
fire and high winds and provides superior
insulation, leading to significant savings on
your energy bills year after year.

Prepare for the unexpected. Build-
ing a new home is a process, and you can
minimize stress by embracing that it will be
unpredictable and can change throughout the
journey. Plan for things like weather delays
and higher costs. The unexpected can also
lead to positive changes in your plans. For
example, you might come across a new floor-
ing material that’s more eco-friendly, or a
smart home automation system might hit the
market and you’ll want to integrate it into the
design. Be flexible.
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Meet your local Agents

Bonnie Laica

bonnie@haganhamilton.com
971-225-3257

Bonnie Laica has spent the last 28 years assisting folks in Columbia,
Cowlitz, and Clatsop counties with their personal insurance. She is
excited to be a part of the Hagan Hamilton team in St. Helens and
looks forward to engaging with the community. Helping people find
solutions to their Medicare, Home, and Auto insurance purchasing
decisions, and all their personal insurance needs.

David Wasylenko

davidw@haganhamilton.com
503-987-0164

David Wasylenko is a long time resident of Columbia County Oregon
and takes pride in being active and involved in the local community.
He has 13 years of experience in the insurance industry, which he
will use to find the right product to protect your business, home, car,
or even your life! He is excited to be a part of the St. Helens Hagan
Hamilton team and looks forward to serving your needs.

hagan hamilt
(6503) 397-0123 1620 | Columbia Blvd, St Helens, OR 97051 | haganhamilton.com
HOME « AUTO » BUSINESS « EMPLOYEE BENEFITS « MEDICARE



Get the best mortgage financing deal

Few people are able to walk into a home,
like what they see and then pay for a house in
cash. In the vast majority of home purchases,
mortgages make the dream of home owner-
ship a reality.

Getting a mortgage requires research and
some preparation on the part of borrowers if
they hope to get the friendliest terms pos-
sible.

Homes are substantial, decades-long
investments, so it’s smart to shop around
to find the best rates and lenders available.
These tips can make the process of applying
and getting a mortgage go smoothly, and may
even help borrowers save some money.

* Learn your credit score. Your credit
score will be a factor in determining just how
much bargaining power you have for lower
interest rates on mortgage loans, according
to the financial resource NerdWallet. The
higher the credit score, the better. Well before
shopping for a mortgage, manage your debt,
paying it off if possible, and fix any black
marks or mistakes on your credit report.

* Investigate various lenders. The Federal
Trade Commission says to get information
from various sources, whether they are com-
mercial banks, mortgage companies, credit
unions, or thrift institutions. Each is likely
to quote different rates and prices, and the
amount they’re willing to lend you may vary
as well. Investigating various lenders can
help you rest easy knowing you got the best
rate for you. Lenders may charge additional
fees that can drive up the overall costs associ-
ated with getting a mortgage. Compare these
fees as well so you can be sure you get the
best deal.

* Consider a mortgage broker. Mortgage
brokers will serve as the middle person in
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the transaction. A broker’s access to several
different lenders can translate into a greater
array of loan products and terms from which
to choose.

* Learn about rates. Become informed
of the rate trends in your area. Lower rates
translate into significant savings amounts per
month and over the life of the loan. Rate may
be fixed, though some are adjustable-rate
mortgages (also called a variable or floating
rate). Each has its advantages and disadvan-
tages, and a financial consultant can discuss
what might be in your best interest.

* Discuss points with your financial
advisor and lender. Some lenders allow you
to pay points in advance, which will lower
the interest rate. Get points quoted in dollar
amounts so they’ll be easier to compare. If
you’re unfamiliar with points, discuss the
concept with your financial advisor.

The vast majority of homeowners secured
a mortgage to purchase their homes. Learn-
ing about the mortgage process can help
new buyers navigate these sometimes tricky
financial waters.
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YOU MONEY.

Buying a home is a big step, but your Fibre
Family can help keep your costs and stress to
a minimum. We can recommend a mortgage
loan that’s perfect for you because, well,

we know you.

Funding homeowner dreams. It’s what we do.

Call, visit, or log on to apply for a mortgage
loan or refinance today.

Stden  AILC

A DIVISION OF %‘Ebl"@lredeml
CREDIT UNION CREDIT UNION

www.fibrecu.com | 360.423.8750 www.tlefeu.org | 503.842.7523
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When you find your new home, we will
be happy to be apart of your day to day
functions with
Landline, Internet or Cellular Services.

When you become our Internet
customer you will receive one free
month with any of our Broadband

packages.

Starting at $39.95 for 10 Mbps down
We have dedicated broadband in some
areas, please call to inquire, availability

is in selected locations.

RTI your local telecom service provider

HAN DYMAN
service@oregoncoasthandyman.com
www.oregoncoasthandyman.com

PO BOX 874

503-812-6908  riamook. or 97141

CCB# 233052
H63813
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(a) NW Natural®

ENERGY RELMAGINED

More Comfort, Less Impact

Natural Gas offers reliable heat, more control for
precise cooking, and lower energy bills with high-
efficiency appliances.

Plus with Renewable Natural Gas, we can help the
environment by turning waste into low-carbon, reliable
energy. Soon to be delivered through the existing
pipeline system, so you can make a difference without
changing a thing.

It's your energy, reimagined.

@ Learn more at LESS@CAN .com




Three ways to

w

Whether you’re buying or selling a
home, closing day is the culmination of a
lot of hard work by you, your lawyers, your
real estate agents and many more. It should
be a time to celebrate and look forward to
a new future. That doesn’t mean that you
should simply assume that nothing could
go wrong. Here are just three ways to avoid
closing day mistakes:

Be sure to bring ID

Whether you rushed out of the house
that day without your wallet or just forgot
to renew your driver’s license last week,
there are many things that can go wrong
with your ID. If either the buyer or the
seller is unable to produce valid identifica-
tion, the entire closing process will quickly
grind to a halt.
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avoid mistakes on closing day
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Have the money in the appropriate form

By the time you sit down at the table, you’ll
have hopefully gone over the terms of payment
with your agents and lawyers. Know, however,
that getting details right is essential in this
transaction. If you’ve agreed to wire the money,
don’t arrive at the table with a personal check.

Know what the closing costs are

Along with paying the fees for all those who
have helped you, there will be additional fees
for processing the large amounts of paperwork
that go along with buying a house.

For many people, buying a house is the big-
gest purchase of their lives. Be sure to consult
with your lawyers and agents beforehand so
you don’t end up making a mistake just before
you’re done.

Columbia to Coast Property Magazine Autumn 2021



5 outdoor prO]ects that add value

Exterior renova-
tions can enhance
the appearance of a
property and make
it more enjoyable
for homeowners.
Certain renovations
have the potential
to add value to a
home, while others
may do the oppo-
site. Learning which
one have the larg-
est return on invest-
ment can help homeowners select features
that will have the most positive impact.

Curb appeal goes a long way toward
attracting potential buyers. According to
the National Association of Realtors, first
impressions of a property have a strong
influence on buyers. Landscaping and
external features can do much to influence
such impressions. .

* Lawn care program: Investing in a
lawn care program that consists of fertil-
izer and weed control application and can
be transferred over to a subsequent home
owner is an attractive feature. NAR says
such a care program can recover $1,000
in value of the $330 average cost, or a 303
percent ROI.

+ Low-maintenance lifestyle: When
choosing materials for projects, those that
offer low-maintenance benefits can be
preferential. These include low-mainte-
nance patio materials, composite decking,
vinyl fencing, and inorganic mulched beds.

« Fire pit: A fire pit can be used for much
of the year. In the spring and summer, the
firepit is a great place to congregate to
roast marshmallows or sip wine and gaze
into the fire. In the fall, the fire pit can make
for a cozy retreat. A fire pit that has a gas
burner is low-maintenance, and the Nation-
al Association of Landscape Professionals
says that most can recoup about $4,000 of
their $6,000 average price tag.

+ Softscaping: Hardscaping refers to
structures like outdoor kitchens or decks.
Softscaping involves the living elements of
the landscape. Hiring a landscape design-
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er to install trees,
shrubs, natural
edging, and rock
elements can do
wonders toward im-
proving the look and
value of a home.

* Pool or water
feature: In certain
markets, particularly
hot climates, a pool
or another water
feature is a must-
have. However, in
other areas where outdoor time is limited,
a pool or water feature can actually lower
the value of a home. Speaking with a real
estate professional can give homeowners
an idea of how a pool will fare in a given
neighborhood.

Outdoor improvements can improve the
marketability of a home, as well as en-
hance its appearance and function.

Committed to You
Helping Property Owners and Businesses for over 40 Years

Real Estate Sales ¢ Land Use
Easements and Property Disputes

(503) 842-6633
2308 3rd Street, Tillamook, OR
www.albrightkittell.com

H63815
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Simple strategies to meet

the

A

A lot goes into building safe, strong
communities. While no single factor can be
highlighted as more important than another
in regard to building strong communities, a
willingness on the part of residents to con-
nect with their neighbors can greatly benefit
local neighborhoods and the people who call
those communities home.

According to Mental Health America®, a
community-based nonprofit dedicated to pro-
moting the mental health of all Americans,
research has shown that social connections
increase happiness and lead to improved
overall health and even longer lives. Adults
may find that establishing a connection with
their communities, and maintaining that con-
nection while juggling the responsibilities
of work and a family, is not always so easy.
That’s especially so for adults who have re-
cently relocated to new areas. Reaching out
to neighbors can be a great way for adults to
build new relationships that can benefit them
as individuals and strengthen their communi-
ties.

* Don’t be shy. People often want to
know who’s living next door, so adults who
have recently moved need not be shy about
introducing themselves to their new neigh-
bors. Introduce yourself and share what
inspired you to move to your new neighbor-
hood.

* Answer and ask questions. Neighbors
will no doubt ask questions when you intro-
duce yourself, so be ready to answer these

22

neighbors after moving

.

questions. Questions may focus on your ca-
reer and where you grew up. If you grew up
in the area where you recently moved, some
of your neighbors likely did as well. Sharing
stories about your school days and/or local
hotspots can be a great way to break the ice.
Don’t hesitate to ask some questions of your
own as well. Asking questions might reveal
some common interests that can serve as
strong foundations for budding relationships.

* Host a backyard barbecue. Backyard
barbecues are laid back affairs, and that
pressure-free atmosphere is perfect for meet-
ing new neighbors. Once you have settled
in, invite a handful of your neighbors over
for the barbecue. If you have children, invite
neighbors who also are parents, ideally ones
whose children are the same age as your
own. Kids have sparked many a conversa-
tion, and discussions about local schools,
parks and programs for youngsters can be
great ice breakers.

* Volunteer. Volunteering with communi-
ty-based organizations is another great way
to meet new neighbors. Volunteering with
an organization whose mission you identify
with may be even better, as you’re likely to
find like-minded neighbors who share your
passions when working with such groups.

Strong communities are built around
people. When moving to a new community,
adults can overcome the challenges such
relocations present by taking various steps to
connect with their new neighbors.
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in the Columbia to Coast Property Magazine,
that will serve the areas along the Central

& Northern Coast and along the Columbia
River counties. This is a quarterly magazine
that will keep your customers up-to-date on
your business. Reserve your space today!

The News Guard:
newsguardads @countrymedia.net, 541-994-2178

The Chronicle & The Chief:
atrull@countrymedia.net, 503-397-0116

Tillamook Headlight Herald & North Coast Citizen:
headlightads @countrymedia.net, 503-842-7535




EXQUISITE cus TOM CRAFI' SMAN

3584 square foot 4 bedroom mansion, built like a fortress.
Billion dollar view includes Tillamook Bay, Pacific Ocean,
offshore rocks, Bayocean peninsula, Miami Cove, Garibaldi
marina, islands, mountains, city lights at night, the Historic
Garibaldi Boat House and pier, constant boat traffic and an
occasional red sail in the sunset. Imported woodwork artisan
crafted, custom carved cherry stair rail in wide staircase, solid
cherry floors, clear cedar lined tray ceilings with lighted soffits,
Montana Flagstone slate frplc & exterior retaining walls. Entry
level living plus full size elevator for complete accessibility.
Gourmet kitchen includes SubZero frig and built-in espresso
machine. Theater/projection room, family room, and the 3rd
& 4th bedrooms on lower level. Jack & Jill Primary Bedroom
suite ideal for contemporary lifestyles. Massive wheel-in
shower & large walk-in closets. Storage galore, including
large storage room off double garage. Outside you'll find a
long covered view deck off the main floor, and a private stone
paver view pat|o off the Iower level. Garibaldiis in the cradle of
. Tillamook Bay where the
I topography shelters the
delighted residents from
| much of the coastal fog
' so the sun shines bright
under the Big G!
Valued at $2,500,000.

614 Ginger Ave,
+ Garibaldi

Pam Zielinski, CRS, Principal Broker
For a showing appointment call 503-880-8034
pzielinski@bhhsnw.com

| Berkshire Hathaway Home Services Northwest Real Estate

www.PamZielinski.com

H63814



