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When disaster strikes 
it is the first responders 
who jump into action, 
putting their lives on 
the line to help and pro-
tect us all. These brave 
individuals risk their 
lives every day through 
their selfless actions, 
working some of the 
most dangerous jobs. 

In a resolution in 
2017, congress desig-
nated October 28 as 
National First Respond-
ers Day. We as a nation 
take this day to show 

respect and appre-
ciation towards all of 
those heroic people who 
are the first to arrive on 
the scene of an emer-
gency. 

We salute our brave 
firefighters who charge 
into burning buildings 
without pause. We honor 
all of our upstanding 
law enforcement of-
ficers who go out every 
day, risking injury just 
to keep us safe. We pay 
tribute to every EMT, 
paramedic and all oth-

ers who rush in, before 
anyone else, to provide 
life-saving care to those 
in need. 

We are so grateful for 
these courageous people 
and the vital services 
they provide to us all. 
Here, in Tillamook Coun-
ty, we would like to pay 
special thanks to all of 
our first responders. Your 
dedication and bravery 
do not go unnoticed. 
Thank you to each and 
every individual one of 
you for all that you do!

Honoring our 
first responders

20890 Foss Road, Nehalem
503-368-5157

Call in advance for Saturday delivery.

• Hot Water 
• Prompt Delivery 
• Crushed Rock 

• Fill Material
• Drain Rock 
• Rip Rap 

• Decorative Boulders
• Bark

CCB #160326 H21062

Tillamook County 
Fire Defense Board 
Protecting all of Tillamook County 

What we do
Emergency responders do far more than put out fires 
or bandage wounds. We are the first line of defense in 

natural and manmade disasters. We also respond to 
motor vehicle accidents, hazardous materials incidents, 

specialized rescues, and a vast array of emergency medical 
complaints. Every day, throughout Tillamook County, 
emergency responders answer the call of our families, 
friends and neighbors who are in need of assistance. 

We invite you to
Become a volunteer firefighter! 

Contact your local Fire Department to find out how to 
become an volunteer emergency responder. Becoming an 

emergency responder can be the most rewarding experience of 
your life. Being an emergency responder gives you the training 

to truly help those in need.

Garibaldi Fire Department 503-322-3635
Nehalem Bay Fire District 503-368-7590

Netarts Oceanside Fire District 503-842-5900
Nestucca Fire District 503-392-3313

Rockaway Beach Fire Department 503-374-1752
Tillamook Bay Fire & Rescue 503-842-7587

tillamookfiredefense.org
H29117
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Honoring our 
first responders

Tillamook 
County 

Sheriff’s 
Office

Criminal Division
The mission of the Sheriff’s 

Office Criminal Division is to 
serve and protect the people 
and property in Tillamook 
County. 

To accomplish this mission, 
the Criminal Division enforces 
County ordinances along with 
County, State and Federal 
laws.  in addition to normal 
patrol duties, the Criminal 
Division has three Marine 
Deputies, two Forest Deputies, 
two Detectives, one Depu-
ty assigned to the Sandlake 
Recreational Area, and one 
Deputy assigned to the Garib-
aldi area for enhanced patrol 
services. Select a division 
below for more information.

Civil Division
The Civil Division is respon-

sible for carrying out the duties 
imposed and mandated by the 
Sheriff as an officer of the Court 
system, and as required by 
law. The division fulfills these 
responsibilities as it pertains 
to Forcible Entry and Detainer 
(FED) actions, Garnishment, 
Abuse Prevention Restraining 
Orders, Extraordinary Writs, No-
tices, Small Claims, Summons 
and Complaints, Summons and 
Petitions, Writs of Execution, 
Property Sales, and Criminal, 
Juvenile and Civil Subpoenas.

Search & Rescue
Tillamook County Sheriff’s Of-

fice provides Search and Rescue 

throughout Tillamook County. 
Our team of highly trained and 
motivated volunteers bring 
special skills, equipment and 
provide their personal time to 
assist the Sheriff’s Office with 
exceptional Search and Rescue 
services.

CONTACT INFORMATION
5995 Long Prairie Rd., 
Tillamook, OR 97141
Phone: 503-842-2561

Fax: 503-815-3399 
In case of an emergency 

dial 911
Non Emergency Dispatch 

503-815-1911
Office Hours:

Monday - Friday
9 a.m.-Noon and 1 p.m.-4 p.m.

Sheriff Josh Brown

20890 Foss Road, Nehalem
503-368-5157

Call in advance for Saturday delivery.

• Hot Water 
• Prompt Delivery 
• Crushed Rock 

• Fill Material
• Drain Rock 
• Rip Rap 

• Decorative Boulders
• Bark

CCB #160326 H21062
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Tillamook 
Police 

Department

Roster:
Officer Taylor Haltiner
Officer Lynn Lothman
Officer David Martinez
Officer Trent Olson
Officer Kurt Vanderhoff
Code Enforcement Officer Kenny Moreland
Sergeant James Harrell
Sergeant Corey Hollis
Chief Nick Troxel

 

SALUTE TO 
FIRST RESPONDERS 

2026

Publication of the Tillamook 
Headlight Herald and 
Country Media. Inc.
1906 Second Street, 
Tillamook, OR 97141 

tillamookheadlightherald.com

To advertise in 
future editions 

contact 
Katherine Mace at 

headlightads@
countrymedia.net 

or call 
503-842-7535

Chief Executive/
Operations: Joe Warren  

Editor: Will Chappell

 Office Manager: 
Patty Archambault 

Graphic Design: 
Steph Baumgart

Left to Right:
Dispatcher 
Spencer Maine, 
Administrator 
Tiffany Miller, 
Dispatcher Mauricio 
Hermosilla, 
Administrative 
Assistant 
Faith Jackson, Technical 
Manager John Spence, 
Dispatcher Christina 
Maahs, Dispatcher 
Charlotte Walton, 
Dispatch Supervisor 
Erin Taylor, Dispatcher 
Rikki Reid, Dispatcher 
Nikki Thun, Dispatcher 
Sarah Arnold, Dispatch 
Supervisor Sabrina Kehr

Not Pictured: 
Dispatcher 
Jacob Talkington and 
Dispatcher 
Shawna Yost

Tillamook 9-1-1 Dispatch
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Tillamook Bay Fire & Rescue
Front Row Left to Right: Lt. Smith, Batt. Chief Zuercher, Lt. Welch, Captain Saindon, Lt. Harth, 
Chief Christensen, Lt. Upton, Batt. Chief Sterling, Lt. Motsinger, Assist. Chief Edwards, Lt. Boydell

Back Row Left to Right: AO Hamburger, PFF. Lopes, FF. Hamburger, FF. Grimes, Mechanic Ballard, 
AO. Grimes, FF. Sery, FF. Audet, FF. Boots, PFF. Diaz, FF. Curl, FF. Miller, FF. Fagen, FF. Diaz, FF. Kyle, 
AO. Stacey, FF. Sweeney, FF.  Logan

Not Pictured: Admin Chief Kamrath, Assist. Chief Bentley, Captain Hamilton, Lt. Griffith, FF. Arnett, 
FF. Aufdermauer, PFF. Braithwaite, PFF. Feist, FF. Kohles, FF. Leipzig, Chaplain McRae, FF. Patching, 
FF. Rosenbohm, FF. Smith, FF. Wolnez

If you would like to become a volunteer 
and help provide emergency services to our 
citizens, please stop by the station and pick 
up an application.
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Nestucca Rural Fire Protection District 

Current roster of active 
volunteers and career 
roster:

Angelo, Wyatt
Baumgarte, Steve
Beede, Devon
Bledsoe, Leif

Brown, Lowell
Cabal, Roy
Chatelain, Shamilee
Clark, Alex
Cole, Travis
Doyle, Dan
Eckhardt, John
Garrison, Logan

Gould, Tyler
Gregory, Rachel
Hagan, Dan
Hagerty, Aaron
Hansen, Roy
Hays, Mickey
Helms, Wylie
Howard, Austin

Howard, Megan
Lundeen, Gunnar
Luthi, Weston
Mahannah, Jim
Maze, HelenFey
Neel, Jeremy
Oeder, Jim
Peterson, Eric

Ponot, Alexandre
Richardson, Jodi
Roseman, Joseph
Schriner, Christopher
Sears, Austin
Shoop, Eric
Slavens, Bill
Slavens, Ginger

Slavens, Lucas
Slavens, Tegan
Slavens, Tucker
Sturdevant, Ron
Tovar-Medina, Byron
Upton, Jeneanne
Waters, Christian
Wilkinson, Greg

to Tillamook County

FIRST RESPONDERS

H24470
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Fire Chief Jeff McBrayer, 
Assistant Chief Brian Bucknam, 
Division Chief Mark Baker, 
Lieutenant Tim Mayne, 
Lieutenant Luke Stahle, 
EMS Officer Shawna Yost, 
Firefighter MJ Dzundza, 
EMT Paige Stahle, 
Firefighter Gill Wiggin, 
Firefighter Ben Bly, 
EMT Kelsey Burnis, 
EMT Cindy Goh, 
Firefighter Koa Lyu, 
Firefighter Phillip De Clue, 
EMT Connor Whitlock, 
Firefighter John Keehn, 
EMT Morgan Cooper, 
CERT Coordinator Elizabeth Bly, 
Support Services Julie Bucknam, 
Support Services Bonnie Mayne, 
Support Services Adrianne Stahle

Nehalem Bay Fire and Rescue

Back Row Left to Right:
Dan Carroll, Chuck Bridge, 
Cosmo Simmons, Jason Weiss, 
Dan Weitzel, Aubrey Romain, 
Peter McClure, Mick Taylor, 
Larry Wiedenhoft, Ryan Boos, 
Tim Anderson, Josh Hamilton

Front Row Left to Right:
Jesse Walsh, Brian Ruef, Zach Costello, 
Bill Cardwell, Kalani Mersereau, 
Kristen Coyle, Poppy Boos, 
Dirk Onosaki, Frank Knight Jr., 
Justin Danh, Frank Knight III

Not Pictured: David Archer, 
Cedar Braasch, Joe Compston, 
Parker Hopkins, Spencer Johnston, 
Brad Shinpaugh, Brad Thayer

Netarts - Oceanside Fire District
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Garibaldi Fire Department

Left to Right: 
Megan Martensen, 
Tom Porter, 
Kalvin Rietmann, 
Captain Brad Marugg, 
Lieutenant Levi Hill,  
Sylvain Noctem, 
Letty Buchanan, 
Lieutenant Shane Mergel,
Fire Chief Tad Pedersen 

Not Pictured: 
Alyssa Russel, 
Josh Hamilton, 
Battalion Chief Chris Miller

Garibaldi Fire
Department
Is currently seeking 

volunteers! If interested,
 please contact 

Fire Chief Tad Pedersen @ 
tad.pedersen@garibaldi.gov

503-322-3635

Garibaldi Fire
Department
Is currently seeking 

volunteers! If interested,
 please contact 

Fire Chief Tad Pedersen @ 
tad.pedersen@garibaldi.gov

503-322-3635

Garibaldi Fire
Department
Is currently seeking 

volunteers! If interested,
 please contact 

Fire Chief Tad Pedersen @ 
tad.pedersen@garibaldi.gov

503-322-3635

Garibaldi Fire
Department
Is currently seeking 

volunteers! If interested,
 please contact 

Fire Chief Tad Pedersen @ 
tad.pedersen@garibaldi.gov

503-322-3635

Garibaldi Fire
Department
Is currently seeking 

volunteers! If interested,
 please contact 

Fire Chief Tad Pedersen @ 
tad.pedersen@garibaldi.gov

503-322-3635

T O  O U R  F I R S T  R E S P O N D E R S

Thank you for
answering the call.
You answer when our neighbors call. We keep the line open
with reliable landline and internet service.

First Responder Offer
Fire, police, EMS and dispatch: free install and your first month
of internet free. Mention this ad and show your ID. Offer ends
Nov 30.

www.rtci.net  ·  1.800.350.5036
Serving Nehalem, Wheeler and Manzanita
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Top Row Left to Right: 
Dante Diaz, Ryan Boos, 
Cole Lindsay, 
Zandra Umholz

Bottom Row Left to Right: 
Chris White, Fjara Venezia, 
Lt. Mikael Hesse, 
Chief Todd Hesse, 
Captain Geoff Grace, 
Mackenzie McCambridge, 
Ken Barry, and 
Asst. Chief Don Kiser

Rockaway Beach Fire and Rescue
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How communities can honor local police
Safe communities al-

low residents to thrive 
and live their lives to 
the fullest. Such com-
munities are sought-
after places to live, and 
maintaining a communi-
ty-wide sense of safety 
and security is no small 
task.

Local police forces do 
much to keep their com-
munities safe, so it’s 
no great mystery why 
residents want to show 
how much they appre-
ciate the people who 
ensure their towns and 
cities remain wonder-
ful places to call home. 
With that in mind, 
community residents, 
small business owners 
and elected officials 
can consider the follow-

ing ways to honor local 
police.

• Offer discounts to 
law enforcement and 
their families. Small 
business owners recog-
nize the vital role local 
police play in keeping 
Main Street safe. A safe 
dining and shopping 
district is beneficial 
to business owners’ 
bottom line, and that 
makes it worth their 
while to offer discounts 
to local law enforce-
ment and their families. 
Local restaurant owners 
can offer percentage-
based law enforcement 
discounts on food and 
drinks to active and 
retired law enforcement 
personnel and their 

families. Local shop 
owners can follow suit. 
Year-round discounts 
for law enforcement 
and their families are a 
nice token of business 
owners’ appreciation, 
and such offers can be 
increased during busy 
times of year, such as 
the holiday season.

• Showcase officers 
on social media. Local 
governments can get in 
on the act by highlight-
ing a different officer 
each month on various 
social media platforms. 
Interview a new of-
ficer each month and 
highlight their back-
grounds and careers. 
This can be a great way 
to showcase the talents 

of local officers and 
foster strong connec-
tions between commu-
nity residents and the 
men and women in law 
enforcement who keep 
their towns and cities 
safe.

• Feature officers 
during public celebra-
tions. Parades, holiday 
bazaars and local scho-
lastic sporting events 
are some examples 
of events that bring 
community residents 
together. Such events 
provide great opportuni-
ties to thank local law 
enforcement and bring 
them into direct contact 
with residents. Encour-
age parade attendees 
to shake hands with 

featured officers and 
utilize well-attended 
community events, such 
as high school football 
games, to formally rec-
ognize local police de-
partments and officers. 
A halftime announce-
ment honoring an “Offi-
cer of the Month” is one 
way to showcase of-
ficers so residents can 
put a name and a face 
on their local police 
departments.

• Support police dur-
ing town council meet-
ings. Attendance at 
town council meetings 
is a good way to remain 
informed about what’s 
going on in a communi-
ty, and it also serves as 
an opportunity to sup-

port measures aimed 
at benefitting local law 
enforcement person-
nel. Support efforts to 
increase salaries for 
local police officers and 
upgrade their resources 
so they can continue to 
do their jobs to the best 
of their abilities. 

There’s no shortage of 
ways for communities 
and residents to express 
their appreciation and 
support for the local 
law enforcement per-
sonnel who keep their 
towns and cities safe. 

Check us out on
Facebook @ 

Tillamook County 
Emergency    

Communications District - 
Tillamook 911

TikTok @ Tillamook911

H
29

09
2

H21074

Your one-stop building 
headquarters... 

We’re open Mon. - Fri. 7:30 - 5:00 & Sat. 8:00 - 5:00 

(503) 368-5619
12895 H St. Hwy. 101, Nehalem 

Stockton’s 
NEHALEM LUMBER

Thank 
you, First 

Responders.
We appreciate 
all that you do!
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Members of the Adventist Health Tillamook 
Emergency Medical Services (EMS) team gathered 
for a photo at an early morning shift change at one 
of four ambulance quarters in Tillamook County, 
October 2026. 

Back Row Left to Right: 
Tony McGarvey, Paramedic Supervisor, 
and Nickolas Helvey, Paramedic. 

Front Row Left to Right: 
Micaiah Sode, Paramedic; Jessica Motsinger, EMT; 
Tina Fritz, Paramedic; and Jackie Fox, Paramedic and 
EMS Director. 

 
Not pictured are full-time team members 
Poppy Watkins, Paramedic; Jennifer Conn, Paramedic; 
Erin Luethe, EMT; Patrick Negra, Paramedic; 
Genna Aldrich, EMT; Mark Jee, Paramedic; 
Angie Sandu, EMT; Kyla Gordon, Paramedic; 
Andrew Browning, Paramedic; John DelPercio, 
Paramedic; Ashlynn Stanley, Paramedic; 
Mike Boydell, EMT-I; David Arnett, Paramedic; 
Tammy Martin, EMT; Brad Shackleton, Paramedic; 
Holly Saindon, EMT; Maddox Dickson, EMT; 
and Hydee Berger, Paramedic. Per diem team 
members include Tobin Capell, Paramedic; 
Jo Bartling, Paramedic; Greg Ayers, Paramedic; 
Casey Clifton, Paramedic; Aaron Harris, EMT; 
Autumn Patching, EMT; Crislin Kelly, EMT; 
Aubree Fagen, EMT; Brook Klahn, EMT; 
Megahan Martensen, EMT-A; and Kelsey Burnis, EMT-A. 

Adventist Health Tillamook Ambulance

The roles EMS workers play in your community
Every community has its 

unsung heroes. Without the 
contributions of selfless in-
dividuals whose efforts often 
go unnoticed, thriving com-
munities would not be as safe, 
welcoming or successful.

EMS workers are among the 
most important individuals in a 
community. The contributions 
of these individuals, many of 
whom work as unpaid volun-
teers, are invaluable and wor-
thy of recognition. Making an 
effort to understand the role 
EMS workers play is a great 
first step toward showing them 
how much they’re appreciated.

What is EMS?

The National Highway Traffic 
Safety Administration’s Office 
of EMS notes that Emergency 
Medical Services, or EMS, is a 
system that provides emergen-
cy medical care. The Office of 
EMS also notes that EMS does 
not exist in isolation, as it is 
integrated with other services 
and systems with the goal of 
maintaining and enhancing the 
health and safety of a commu-
nity and its residents. This is 
why EMS services, though they 
vary from community to com-

munity, may be based in fire 
departments, hospitals, inde-
pendent government agencies, 
or nonprofit corporations.

When do EMS 
personnel interact with 

their communities?
Many people only encounter 

EMS workers during medical 
emergencies when they are 
most in need of help. That 
underscores the vital role 
EMS workers play in public 
health and safety and just how 
integral they are in instances 
that could escalate into life-or-

death situations.
Recognition of the roles EMS 

workers play is a great way to 
show support for these often 
unsung community heroes.  

What duties do EMS 
workers perform?

Because EMS is a system, 
EMS workers wear a range of 
hats. The Office of EMS notes 
that the responsibilities and 
services EMS workers provide 
may include:

• Incident recognition
• Access 911
• Dispatch

• First responder
• Basic life support
• Advanced life support
• Air/ground transport
• Emergency 
	 department services
• Specialty care
• Patient rehabilitation
• Prevention and 
	 awareness
• Public education
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Adventist Health Tillamook proudly honors the first responders who serve our community 
with courage, skill, and compassion. From dispatchers and EMTs to paramedics, firefighters, 
and law enforcement officers, your dedication helps keep Tillamook County healthy, safe,  
and connected. 

Thank you for being there when our community needs you most.  

AdventistHealthTillamook.org

Made to be 
courageous


