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RENOVATION PLANS?

LET’S MAKEIT
HAPPEN.

Your home’s equity can be a powerful tool to bring your
home improvement ideas to life. And having a local,
trusted partner by your side can make all the difference.

As a not-for-profit credit union, we're focused on people,
not profits. That means budget-friendly home equity
options, including financing up to 100% of your home’s
value, less what you owe.

@ Variable and fixed rate options
€ Lower interest rates and fees

Q Flexible terms up to 20 years
° Potential tax benefits

Book your appointment
or apply for a loan at
fibrecu.com/home-equity

EQUAL HOUSING

LENDER

1771 SE Ensign Ln Warrenton
85 W Marine Dr Astoria

2315 N Roosevelt Dr Seaside
1510 3rd St Tillamook

A pivision of SHbreFederal crepit union  fibrecu.com | 800.205.7872

Social Media
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Mortgage Myths

By TLC, a Division of
Fibre Federal Credit
Union

BUYING A
HOME ISN'T
AS SCARY AS
YOU THINK

Many people put
off buying a home
because they've
heard frightening
stories about the
mortgage process.
The truth? Getting a
mortgage loan is of-
ten easier —and less
intimidating—than
you might think.

Myth 1: A low
credit score means
you can’tbuy a
home.

Reality: While a
higher credit score
can help, a lower
score doesn't auto-
matically disqualify
you. Many loan pro-
grams are designed
for buyers with less-
than-perfect credit.

Myth 2: You need
a 20% down pay-
ment.

Reality: Most buy-

ers put down far less.

First-time homebuy-
ers average about
8%, and some loan

programs require as
little as 3% or even
no down payment
at all.

Myth 3: A bigger
down payment
means a better
interest rate.

Reality: While put-
ting more money
down can improve
your chances of ap-
proval, interest rates
depend on more
than just your down
payment. Lenders
also look at factors
like credit score and
property usage.

Myth 4: Student
loan debt prevents
homeownership.

Reality: Hav-
ing student loans
doesn't mean you
can’t qualify for a
mortgage. Lenders
look at your overall
financial picture,
including income

and debt-to-income
ratio.

Myth 5: You
should always
avoid private mort-
gage insurance
(PMI).

Reality: PMI often
makes it possible to
buy a home sooner,
especially for first-
time buyers. It allows
you to start build-
ing equity without
waiting years to save
a large down pay-
ment. Once you've
built up enough eqg-
uity, you can usually
cancel.

The Bottom Line

Don't let mortgage
myths keep you from
your dream home.
Talk with a mort-
gage expert to learn
what options may be
available and take
the first step toward
homeownership.



Will Chappell
Headlight Editor

mid ongoing eco-
nomic and political

uncertainty, the Tillamook
real estate market has
seen a decrease in the
number of properties sold
this year, though prices
have remained steady.

Berkshire Hathaway
Home Services Principal
Broker Pam Zielinski said
that after a large drop
in inventory in Febru-
ary, there had been an
increase in listings in the
last month but that the
market was “generally
speaking, flat, flat, flat.”

Zielinski attributed the
sharp decline in property
listings in February to the
beginning of the war in
Iran, saying that it had
likely given potential sell-
ers pause when it came to
listing properties. Zielin-
ski said that she felt the
war was having a similar
impact on buyers, causing
uncertainty about wheth-
er to invest in the types of
second home purchases

that largely drive the Til-
lamook County market.
“It's the Iran war,” Zielin-
ski said. “People are waf-
fling because they don't
know what they should be
doing with their money.”
That trepidation has
borne out in the number
of closings this year, with
23% fewer properties sold
in the year to date as com-
pared to a year ago, with
120 transacted this year
compared to 156 last year.
The good news is that
sales prices have not been
impacted, with the aver-
age price of homes sold
ticking up slightly from
$524,801 to $538,174, and
the median going from
$490,000 to $492,500.
Zielinski said that the
recent increase in listings
matched annual trends,
and that she expected to
see more sales in inland
areas of the county in the
next several months.
Coastal properties are
likely to remain on the
market until the late sum-
mer or early fall, Zielinski
said, as potential buyers

tend to spend the summer
months evaluating differ-
ent coastal locales before
deciding on a home to
target. Zielinski said that
weather also played a role
in beach town buyers’
interest in consummating
deals.

“The weather makes
such a big difference
when people are buying
near the beach,” Zielinski
said. “We've had a lot of
fog around the coast for
the last month, it doesn’t
help. But when it's nice
weather and when it’s not
so windy, which is usually
later in the summer, then
that’s when things tend to
pick up more in terms of
sales.”

A trend that Zielinski
has noticed over the last
few years is a decrease
in buyers’interest in
short-term rental proper-
ties following increased
regulations from Tilla-
mook County instituted
in 2024. Zielinski said that
prior to the updates to the
ordinance governing the
properties, nearly 80% of

buyers had asked about
the possibility of using
properties as short-term
rentals, but that now only
around 10% do.

Zielinski said that she
was also continuing to
see a trend of Californians
relocating to the area in
the wake of fires, as well
as people from other parts
of the country making
the move after extreme
weather events.

Zielinski said that while
she hoped there would
be a resolution to the war
in Iran that would give
buyers more confidence
to purchase property, she
was confident that values
would remain strong
given the scarcity of prop-
erties near the beach.

“The bottom line is
they’re not making any
more coastline,” Zielin-
ski said.“So, long term,
it seems like we're sit-
ting pretty here because
we've got something very
special going on in Tilla-
mook County that people
should want to have a
piece of.”
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Despite dip in sdles, Tillumook redl estate market remains steudy

HomeSource Tillumook chanyges with the times

By Pierce Baugh V

omeSource Til-

lamook no longer
has a place of its own, but
they’re still able to help
clients find one for them-
selves.

Mostly, that shakeup
comes down to the fact
that it was simply time
for a change, according
to Jesse Arthur, Home
Source’s principal Broker,
as he and co-owner Jason
Averill feel downtown Til-
lamook has also

“If you're a down-
town storefront, they're
constantly battling the
homelessness issue, and
not just homelessness, but
drug deals, that kind of
thing that we never even
dreamed about when we
were kids growing up in
Tillamook,” Arthur, who
is still perplexed by the
changes his hometown,
like much of the state, has
undergone, said.

The final straw came
when somebody entered
the company’s office with

a large dog and began
yelling at employees.
Though there was a pro-
tocol in place, fearing for
the safety of their team,
Arthur, his wife Michelle
and HomeSource partner
Jason Averill decided to
transition HomeSource
to a digital only business,
moving away from a physi-
cal location.

During the covid lock-
down the HomeSource
team realized that opera-
tions went as smoothly as
they had in-person, while

removing the potential for
security threats.

“I really want to empha-
size to the community that
we're still in business. Just
because you don't see us
on Third Street across from
Safeway, we're still here,”
Arthur said, adding that
HomeSource has move to
a cloud-based system bet-
ter serves clients. “Now, we
come to our clients; they
don’'t come to us.”

Going cloud-based isn't
the only change Home-
Source has undergone.

After 15 years of being a
part of the ReMax net-
work, HomeSource has
become independent, a
process Arthur says went
smoothly.

“In the last few years,
we've realized how im-
perative it is to be more
hyperlocal,” Arthur said of
the logic behind the deci-
sion.“Now we're 100% in-
dependent, which gives us
the ability to truly home in
on the community.”

Arthur has been in
the real estate industry

since 1997, and a lot has
changed in that time, with
the recent increase in the
role Al is playing in many
sectors.

“The one thing that
can't be replaced with
things like Al and all the
bells and whistles that
come along with modern
knowledge is knowledge
of the communities,
knowledge of certain rules
and regulations that we've
dealt with over the years
by being on the coast,”
Arthur said.
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Farmers markets in full swinyg

Staff Report

With summer upon
the coast, farm-
ers markets in Neskowin,
Pacific City, Tillamook,
Rockaway Beach and Man-
zanita are in full swing.

The Neskowin Farm-
ers Market began is held
weekly on Saturdays from
9a.m.to 1 p.m. at Pro-
posals for All Meadow,
located at 48875 Highway
101 South, Neskowin. The
market accepts supple-
mental nutrition assis-
tance program (SNAP)
cards and participates in
the SNAP match program,
which provides extra SNAP
currency to buy fresh fruits
and vegetables.

The Pacific City Farmers
Market is held on Sundays
from 10 a.m. until 2 p.m.
at the South Tillamook
County Library, located
at 6200 Camp Street in
Pacific City.

The Tillamook Farm-
ers Market takes place on
Saturdays from 9 a.m. until
2 p.m. each week through
September 26. The market,
run by the Tillamook Area
Chamber of Commerce, is
held in front of the Tilla-
mook County Courthouse
on Laurel Avenue in down-
town Tillamook between
First and Third Streets.

The market accepts SNAP
cards and participates in
the SNAP match program.

The Rockaway Beach Ar-
tisans Market is scheduled
from 3 p.m. to 7 p.m. each
Thursday through August
30. Organized by the
Rockaway Beach Chamber
of Commerce in collabora-
tion with the Rockaway
Beach Renaissance Art-
ists, the market is held at
Ocean’s Edge Wayside at
South First Street in Rocka-

Herbs and succulents for sale by vendor Sunbonnet
Sisters-Rockawy Beach Artisan Market.

way Beach.

Manzanita’s farmers
market began in May and
runs through September
25, taking place from 4
p.m.to 7 p.m. on Fridays
at Underhill Plaza (635
Manzanita Avenue). The
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Photos by Katherine Mace

market accepts SNAP and
participates in the Double
up Food Bucks program,
which will match up to
$20 in SNAP spending on
fruits, vegetables, mush-
rooms, beans, herbs or
vegetable starts.

Above: Artist Jill Collar
of The Artful Mermaid
Rockaway Beach
| Artisan Market vendor

Left:

Painted oyster shells
at Rockaway Beach
Thursday Market
vendor The Artful
Mermaid by Jill Collar
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Summer is the perfect
fime to invest in your home

+ SIDING
« WINDOWS
« DECKS

« CUSTOM
NEW BUILDS

info@gagecontractors.com

503-919-0764

gagecontractors.com

Free Estimates!

GAGE Contractors are proud to serve
our coastal communities with top quality
craftsmanship and customer service.
From custom builds to
all exterior work, we are E
happy to come and talk
with you...
always FREE estimates.

Jacob Holzgrafe
CCB# 240117
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Summer's warm weather
and longer days make it the
ideal season to tackle exterior home
improvements before the wet fall
and winter months arrive. Whether
you're looking to boost curb appeal,
increase your home’s value, or simply
protect your investment, now is the
time to get those projects completed.

At Gage Contractors, we help
homeowners transform and protect
their homes with quality exterior
improvements designed to stand up
to the Pacific Northwest climate. New
siding is one of the most effective
ways to refresh the appearance of
your home while providing an added
layer of protection from moisture and
the elements. If you're considering
selling in the future, updated siding
can make a strong first impression and
increase market appeal.

Summer is also the perfect time
to address exterior repairs before fall
rains arrive. Replacing damaged trim,
repairing rot, fixing problem areas, and
upgrading aging roofing materials can
help prevent costly water damage and
extend the life of your home. Taking
care of these issues now can save sig-
nificant expense and headaches later.

Looking for greater comfort and
efficiency? New windows can improve
insulation, reduce drafts, and help
lower winter heating costs while
enhancing the appearance of your
home both inside and out.

And if you're ready to enjoy
more time outdoors, a

custom deck provides
the perfect space for
relaxing, entertaining,
and making the most of
the beautiful summer
season.

Don't wait until the
weather changes. Let
Gage Contractors help
you prepare your home
for the seasons ahead
with expert craftsman-
ship, dependable service,
and a commitment to
quality that lasts for years
to come.
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Carla Albright

We are heading into
the Dog Days of
Summer. | always wondered
what that meant and it
turns out to be connected
to the Dog Star, Sirius, and
its visibility in the Northern
Hemisphere from about
July 3 to August 11.They are
generally the hottest and
most sultry days of summer.
And since we are also in the
throes of an El Nifio, we can
expect it to be even more
sultry.

But what does that mean
for our gardens?

The time for planting new
plants and relocating others
has passed. Now we move
into the maintenance stage
of our gardening, like weed-
ing and watering. And while
that can sound boring, it
certainly isn't.

Along the North Oregon
coast, mid-summer gar-
dening is a little different
than gardening just a few
miles inland. We may not
always get the searing heat
that other parts of Oregon

Summer Guardeninyg

experience, but we do get
drying north winds, salty
air, foggy mornings, sudden
warm afternoons and soil
that can go from damp to
dusty faster than expected.
This is the season when
the garden asks us to pay
attention—not necessarily
to work harder, but to work
more thoughtfully.

Watering is the first place
to start. Even with our
marine air and occasional
mist, containers, hanging
baskets, raised beds and
newly established shrubs
dry out quickly in July and
August. Early morning is the
best time to water, giving
plants moisture before the
wind picks up and allowing
foliage to dry before eve-
ning. Aim the water at the
soil rather than the leaves
and water deeply enough
to encourage roots to reach
down. A light daily sprinkle
may make us feel useful,
but it often leaves plants
shallow-rooted and more
vulnerable.

Mulch is another quiet
hero of mid-summer. A layer

Photo by Katherine Mace
Black Widow Dahlia - Garibaldi

of compost, bark, leaves, or
straw helps hold moisture,
cools the soil, and keeps
weeds from stealing water
and nutrients. In our coastal
climate, mulch also soft-
ens the impact of wind on
exposed beds. Just keep it
a few inches away from the
crowns and stems of plants
so they don't stay too wet at
the base.

This is also the time
to keep flowering plants
going. Deadhead spent
blooms on annuals and pe-
rennials, so they put energy
into new flowers rather than
seed production. Stake any-
thing tall before a summer
gust flattens it. Feed heavy-
producing vegetables such
as squash, cucumbers, and
container tomatoes if they
look tired. But don't overdo
it—too much fertilizer can
push soft growth that pests
love and wind damages
easily.

While the season for
moving shrubs and peren-
nials has passed, we are not
completely done planting.
The coast gives us a useful
window for cool-season

by Carla Albright
crops. Spinach, kale, lettuce,
Chinese cabbage, kohlrabi
and rutabagas can all be
started for fall harvest,
especially in a protected
bed with good sun. Choose
short-season varieties and
give them shelter from wind
if possible. A cloche, low
tunnel, or even a simple
windbreak can make a sur-
prising difference.

Finally, keep watch. Slugs,
aphids, mildew and stress
from wind or uneven water-
ing can show up quickly.
Walk through the garden
often, looking under leaves,
pulling small weeds before
they become big ones, and
noticing what is thriving
in your particular microcli-
mate. And what is failing to
thrive.

Mid-summer gardening
on the North Oregon coast
is less about big dramatic
projects and more about
steady care. A little water, a
little mulch, a little pruning,
and a little observation can
carry the garden beautifully
through the Dog Days and
into the softer abundance
of fall.

LR

Photo

Photo by Katherine Mace
Cherry tomatoes - Garibaldi
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Pledse don’t spray daundelions auand blackberries
while honey bees dre forayging

Brad York
President, Tillamook
Beekeepers Association

obody likes noxious

weeds or invasive
plants like dandelions and
wild blackberries so preva-
lent in the Tillamook area.
Using herbicides respon-
sibly is key to maintaining
a beautiful garden, road
sides, and paths around
powerlines. The key word is
responsibly. We all need to
support pollinators while
keeping dandelions (think
all weeds) and blackber-
ries (think any invasive
plant) under control. Both
objectives can be achieved
responsibly.

Pollinators such as bees,
butterflies, and other
insects play a vital role
in maintaining healthy
ecosystems and supporting
agricultural productivity.
Honey bees are responsible
for the pollination of 1/3 of
every bite we humans eat
and 70 out of the top 100
human food crops which
supply about 90% of the
world’s nutrition. However,
the honey bee population
is significantly in trouble
due to the six P’s. Parasites
like the varroa destructor
mite, Pesticides including
herbicides, Pathogens,
bacteria and viruses, Pests
like yellow jackets, hornets,
wasps, and humans, Poor
diet due to lack of forage,
and Poor weather. Gar-
deners, home owners, and
anyone who wants to keep
their spaces free from un-
wanted weeds or invasive
plants should also care

about protecting the honey

bees and other crucial pol-
linating insects.

There are two ways her-
bicides affect honey bees,
First, Direct Toxicity, herbi-
cides are toxic if ingested
and will sicken the bee, and
if the honey bee encoun-
ters the herbicide, she will
carry it on her fuzzy body
back to the hive and sicken
the rest of the colony.
Secondly, Indirect Effects,

herbicides reduce the avail-
ability of nectar and pollen
sources by killing flowering
weeds or native plants that
pollinators rely on, adding
to their already stressful
environment.

Spraying flowering dan-
delions and blackberries in
full bloom is also a waste of
chemicals and your money.
When the plant is in full
bloom, it is likely that her-
bicides will only burn off
the tops or outer edges of
the plant. The best time to
spray blackberries is in the
Fall when the plant is going
dormant. When blackber-
ries are in full bloom, the
honey bees are feasting on
them. Likewise, the best
time to spray dandelions is

before the weed produces
flowers. Once flowers ap-
pear, the honey bee will
thrive on its nectar.

Understanding these
risks helps us all to adopt
practices that minimize
negative impacts on the
honey bee and other pol-
linators while achieving
effective weed control.

For more information
about the amazing honey
bee, check out the Tilla-
mook Beekeepers Associa-
tion at www.tillamookbee-
keepers.org or visit our
Apiary and Garden Learn-
ing Center located behind
the old Officer’s Mess hall
on the Port of Tillamook
Bay, 6900 Block Officer’s
Row.

g CENTRAL OREGON COAST

pelicangaragedoors@gmail.com
www.pelicangaragedoors.co
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window coverings &
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Stop by our Show rooms!
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WWW.PNWCABINETS.COM * Phone 503-354-2787
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Types of bird feed for backyaurd feeders

irding is a wildly popu-

lar hobby. According
to the U.S. Fish & Wildlife
Service, about 45 million
Americans are birders, while
data from the popular bird
observation app eBird indi-
cates that submissions from
Canadian birders increased
by 34 percent in 2020.

It's not uncommon for

birding enthusiasts to
travel great distances to see
beautiful birds in serene
settings. But individuals also
can entice beautiful birds to
come to them. Bird feeders
beckon birds to millions of
backyards every day, making
them an ideal addition to
properties owned by people
with an affinity for avians.
After choosing a bird feeder,
novices may not know
which food to fill it with. This
breakdown, courtesy of the

National Wildlife Federa-
tion®, can help anyone find
the right food for their
feeders.

- Nectar: Individuals who
want to attract humming-
birds can do so with nectar,
which the NWF describes as
colored sugar water. Nectar
must be placed into a hum-
mingbird feeder and also
might attract orioles to the
backyard.

- Black-oil sunflower:
The NWF notes that black-
oil sunflower is the most
popular bird seed. Black-oil
sunflower attracts an array
of birds, including blue jays,
cardinals, chickadees, and
sparrows. Novices may like
that black-oil sunflower
seed can even be found at
many grocery stores, which
can appeal to individuals
who live in remote locations

Jane's Fabric Patch

Make your own
curtains, quilts,
pillow covers,

» pot holders and more!

1110 Main Ave.,

Tillamook f
(503) 842-9392

without specialty bird stores
nearby.

+ Mixes: Seed mixes also
can be found at grocery
stores and appeal to a vari-
ety of birds. Individuals who
want to keep their feeders
close to their decks or patios
may want to look for mixes
described as “no-mess"The
NWEF indicates that these
mixes have been de-hulled,
which means there won't
be as big a pile of unwanted
seeds beneath the feeder.
That tends to be the case
with regular mixes that
birds pick through as they
choose which seeds they
want and discard the others,
often dropping them to the
ground beneath the feeder.
The NWF reports that mixes
tend to attract ground-feed-
ing birds, such as doves and
sparrows.

Photo by Steph Baumgart
A male Western Tanager enjoying suet at a backyard
feeder in Tillamook.
+ Suet: Suet is sought after
all year long and especially
in winter by bird lovers who

want to help birds stay
healthy and strong during
times of year when food

sources are scarce. Suet re-
quires a suet feeder, which is
unlike most bird feeders. Suet
comes in squares and isn't

in seed form, though seeds
are typically mixed in to the
gelatinous cake. Despite its
appearance, which can seem
like a square block of fat,
suet is an excellent source of
protein for birds in winter.

« Thistle or nyjer: The
NWEF notes that goldfinches
love this small, high-quality
seed. Because thistle or nyjer
is something of a specialty
seed, birders who want to
put it out will need to pur-
chase a finch feeder.

Birding has millions of
devotees across the globe.
Knowing what to feed birds
can be a great way for bird-
ing enthusiasts to attract
these beautiful creatures to
their own backyards.
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Committed to You
Helping Property Owners and Businesses for over 45 Years

ALBRIGHT

Real Estate  Business
Estate Planning  Probate
Guardianships ¢ Family Law

(503) 842-6633
2308 3rd Street, Tillamook, OR
www.albrightkittell.com

> ~
JUKITTELL

- ATTORNEYS

AT LAW -

Rentals &
Repairs
Serving the

public and
businesses.

100’s of items
including:
EXCAVATORS
TRACTORS

MAN LIFTS
FORK LIFTS
COMPACTORS
JACK HAMMERS
SAWS
CHAIRS & TABLES
FOR PARTIES

502 Main ¢ Tillamook, OR
Open Monday - Saturday 8am - 5:30pm
CALL TO SET UP YOUR RESERVATION
(503) 842-5596 « FAX: (503) 842-3056

f RENTAL CENTER

tillamookrentalcenter.com
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Keepiny crifters out of your yard

any homeowners

want their back-
yards to serve as sanctuar-
ies. However, some may
be sharing their relaxing
backyard domains with
uninvited guests. From
raccoons checking out
trash cans to deer munch-
ing on prized flowers to
squirrels raiding the bird
feeders, unwanted wildlife
can transform a normally
peaceful spot into a frus-
trating space.

According to data
tracked by the USDA
Animal and Plant Health
Inspection Service, wild-
life damage in the United
States accounts for billions
of dollars in losses each
year. Although a large
portion of these losses are
agricultural, residential
damage should not be
overlooked. Deer, rodents,
raccoons, moles, and
skunks are known to wreak
havoc on a property.

Keeping animals out
of the yard requires an
approach that balances
efficacy with humane prac-
tices. These tips, courtesy
of the Humane Society of
the United States, can help.

+ Modify the habitat.
Homeowners should re-
move the incentive for ani-
mals to visit a landscape.
This means identifying
features that attract wild-
life and removing them.
Picking up fallen fruit from
trees, locking trash bin lids,
storing birdseed in airtight
containers, and treating
the lawn for grubs, can
reduce the chances that
animals will visit.

« Erect physical barri-
ers. Fences make for great
neighbors and also are a
viable option for keep-
ing out large intruders. To

deter deer, homeowners
likely will have to put up a
fence that is at least eight
feet tall, as deer can easily
jump lower barriers. For
burrowing animals, fenc-
ing that extends under-
ground and turns outward
is essential to prevent

digging.

- Use sensory deterrents.

Modern repellents use
smells or tastes that will
keep animals at bay. For
example, some repellents
will use predator urine to
dissuade certain animals
from spending time in the
yard. Additional deterrents
include motion-activated

WELCOME

WELCOME HOME
SUMMER 2026

Publication of the
Tillamook Headlight Herald
and Country Media. Inc.
1906 Second Street,
Tillamook, OR 97141
tillamookheadlightherald.com

To advertise in future
editions of
Welcome Home,
contact Katherine Mace
at headlightads@
countrymedia.net
or call 503-842-7535

Chief Executive/
Operations: Joe Warren

Editor: Will Chappell
Office Manager:
Patty Archambault

Graphic Designer:
Steph Baumgart

sprinklers or lights that
scare animals away.

« Work with neighbors.
Critter prevention must
be a community effort. If
one neighbor is leaving
out food for feral cats or
feeding deer, then they
may be compromising the
efforts of homeowners
looking to keep wildlife at
bay. Making a neighbor-
hood pact to be consistent
with pesky animals will
help everyone avoid dam-
age and potential animal
interactions.

WE ARE YOUR LOCAL ROOFING,
’ SIDING, GUTTERS, WINDOWS
TUB & SHOWER EXPERTS.

HELL

PNW

CALL TODAY! 503-917-0457

WEATHERBUILTHOMES.COM WA #WEATHBHBI1ICS - OR #224826

WeatherEuilt

omes
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4 We're a 4" generation, family owned .
busmess that has served TlIIamook

large or small, our fuII service operation
can accommodate your needs.

NevALEm Bay Reapy Mix |
MoHLER SaND & GRaveL, LLC \

* Hot Water

* Prompt Delivery
* Crushed Rock * Decorative Boulders
e Fill Material e Bark

Call in advance for Saturday delivery.
20890 Foss Road, Nehalem

503-368-5157

CCB #160326

e Drain Rock
* Rip Rap

Real Estate Broker
5@5 801. HDME {45:55}

Repurpose rooms und breuthe

new ife Intfo g home
TF

H omeowners do not
need to get hung
up on room labels as they
explore ways to reinvent
their spaces. Just because
a floor plan labels a space
as a formal dining room
doesn’t mean the area has
to remain that way.

Repurposing rooms in
a home comes down to
aligning the space a person
has with their lifestyle
needs. Here are a few ways
to rethink interior spaces
and make a switch to im-
prove utility.

« I[dentify unused or
under-used rooms. Take
note of spaces that are
cleaned but rarely used.
For many people, this is
a dining room or a guest
suite. Either of these rooms
can be transformed into
something new.

« Invest in multipurpose

(L

As a native to the beautiful Oregon
Coast, I'm honored to help with your
real estate goals! The greatest
resource | can offer you is my time &

20 plus years industry experience!
Thank You, Tillamook Caunfyf

Winner - 2025 Reader’s Chqgr:& Awards

. Ry

Tillamook County

furniture. Even people
short on space can trans-
form their homes. Replac-
ing a traditional bed with
a murphy bed or a daybed
can make a room more
suitable for a home office
or yoga studio, but still
provide a space for the
occasional houseguest to
sleep. A pull-down shelf
desk in a bedroom or even
a walk-in closet can turn an
area into a compact home
workstation.

« Claim dead space. The
area under the stairs or
another small spot often
is used to collect junk. In-
stead, it can be turned into
a built-in wine rack, a read-

ing nook for kids or even

a pet sanctuary with just a
few modifications. Analyze
areas around the home
that seem like they don't
serve a purpose, and then
figure out a way to make
them more functional.

- Establish room zones.
Some people simply can-
not transform an entire
room into something else.
Visual partitioning makes
it possible to create rooms
within rooms. An area rug
can be used to define a
border of a space. Open
bookshelves can serve as a
wall to separate a sleeping
area from a lounging spot.
Lighting can add dimen-

AVERILL

sion to areas in a space. A
pendant light over a craft-
ing or work table can be
used define the space.

« Look at utility areas.
Unless you are a do-it-
yourselfer or have a hobby
that takes up much of the
garage or basement, utility
areas are major spotsin a
home to consider repur-
posing. A garage can be
turned into a home gym,
kids’ play area or even
a hobby shop. Modular
flooring and insulated
walls can make the room
comfortable. Attic lofts are
the ultimate quiet zones,
and can be serene spots
for reading, meditating
or doing homework. An
unfinished basement can
be converted into a finished
space to serve many differ-
ent purposes. From media
rooms to a teen lounge to a
hobby cave, the opportuni-
ties are endless.

A good rule of thumb
before converting any room
is to give it a test run. Move
in a piece of furniture and
test how it works with its
intended function. Assess
lighting, noise and foot
traffic for a week, and then
move ahead with changes
if the result is positive.

[ ANDSCAPING
MATERIALS

Bark Dust (Fir & Hemlock)
Compost ® Red Rock e Decorative Rock
Pickup Or Delivery Available

503-801-1214 or 503-457-6023

H26492



he cost of home-

ownership extends
well beyond closing day.
Homeowners want to
make their properties their
own, and that may involve
a lengthy list of renova-
tions to improve both the
inside and outside of the
property. When it comes to
funding these renovations,
homeowners have different
options. The right choice
may come down to how
much equity a person has
in their home and how one
prefers to receive and pay
back the money.

« Home equity line of
credit (HELOC): A HELOC
uses a home’s equity as
collateral and functions like
a credit card, says NerdWal-
let. Borrowers are approved
for a maximum credit limit
and can get money during
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a“draw” period and only
pay interest on what they
use during that period. The
draw period is usually 10
years. This makes it a viable
option for ongoing renova-
tions. It's important to note
that although a HELOC is
highly flexible and a person
only pays for what they
use, these loans can feature
variable interest rates.

« Cash-out refinance:
When current market inter-
est rates are lower than the
rate on a person’s existing
mortgage, a cash-out refi-
nance can free up money
for high-cost renovations.
Essentially, a borrower
replaces their current mort-
gage with a new, larger
mortgage and takes the
difference between the two
loans in cash at closing to
fund the renovations. Since

CALL US AT TODAY
TO SCHEDULE YOUR

FREE ESTIMATE

503-884-1696

CCB228986

the loan is usually locked
in with a fixed rate, the
monthly payment remains
the same, says Chase Bank.

« Home improvement
loan: People who have
smaller projects or no
home equity can work with
a bank to get an unsecured
loan that will provide a
lump sum. These loans
do not require a home as
collateral, but will be based
on credit score and other
factors, and typically carry
higher interest rates. U.S.
Bank says funding can hap-
pen quite quickly, instead
of waiting for a refinancing
situation that requires a
new closing.

« Credit cards: Some peo-
ple may choose to finance
renovations on a credit
card. This is best for minor,
do-it-yourself projects that

for the coast.

can be realistically paid
off quickly and on cards
that advertise an introduc-
tory 0 percent APR offer.
This means the borrowing
is free if paid off on time.
Borrowers who use existing
cards with higher interest
rates (often 20 percent or
more) should pay off the
balance or face steep inter-
est charges.

« Government-backed
loans: Borrowers may
want to investigate loans
that are backed by the
United States government.
These are issued for safety
upgrades or when buying
a fixer upper to revitalize a
neighborhood. The Federal
Housing Administration
offers an FHA 203(k) loan to
borrowers with lower credit
scores. Fannie Mae Home-
Style Renovation Loan is an

Finally, a luxury outdoor living space designed

Life at the coast is unlike anywhere else but

you build.

coastal living demands more from everything
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Renovuting”? Explore these lendiny options

-

alternative to the FHA loan
that allows for more luxury
upgrades but requires a
higher credit score.

Individuals can do their
homework about the best
funding vehicles to pay for
home renovations.

The covers we offer at Willamette Valley Patio
Covers, are designed to endure the harsh
coastal elements while maintaining its beauty
for decades.

Our powder-coated aluminum framework won't
rust, rot, or become a maintenance burden,
while our premium acrylic panels stand up to
the salt air, wind, rain, and relentless UV
exposure that coastal homeowners know all too
well.

Enjoy abundant natural light without harmful
UV rays. Keep your outdoor spaces cooler and
more comfortable while protecting your deck,
furniture, and the investment you've made in
your home.

Elegant. Durable. Timeless.
All the beauty. None of the upkeep.

Contact us today to scheule a free estiamte for your
project! sales@willamettevalleypatiocovers.com

v/ MAINTENANCE FREE
v/ LIFETIME WARRANTY
W/ TIMELESS BEAUTY

www.willamettevalleypatiocovers.com




Tillamook County Homes by the Water

Oceanside
TC-22211 $990,000
900 Bearberry Ln 4 bdrm 3.5 bath 3,344 Sq Ft

; -y e -l X _'.",,.:n : i . | 1 . r 'l - .E-
Ground floor living, oceanview top quality home with hot tub & sauna. Rich
solid hardwood flooring, cherry hardwood & granite custom kitchen, lower level
features huge family room with wetbar & massive stone frplc. Perfect layout for
multi-generational living.

Broker
Pam Zielinski :ﬁf ' :
503.880.8034 g5 Acre Tiger Creek Ranch w
sioned farmhouse + upscale barndominium dwelling with luxury bath & quartz
kitchen. Finish the rest of the building into an 1850 sq ft house and you still have

a 2nd tax lot to build a separate residence.

Tillamook
TC-21904 $1,980,000
17805 US 101 South 1+ bdrm 1 bath 980 Sq Ft Finished
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9465 3rd St, Bay City

MLS TBD $450,000

Bayview chalet near end of a quiet lane,
yet just yards to restaurants, library, store,
art center, skate park, creekside park &
bayfront pier. 3 bdrm 2 bath. Greatroom
has wood beam vaulted ceiling, huge
view deck, beautiful blue pine walls.
Efficient & practical woodstove in fam rm,
EPA certified. Easy care level yard, fenced

g SN
4335 Sequoia Lp $525,000 MLS 26-1272
1-Level, Expansive Oceanview
including Cape Lookout and views of
Netarts Bay. Light, bright, immaculate
home with soaring vaulted ceilings
featuring an open floorplan where family
can gather and enjoy the fire, the deck
and the sights and sounds of the ocean.
Quiet culdesac location results in almost
no traffic. Immaculate home in well

Oceanside
TC-22399 $890,000
400 Highland Dr 3 bdrm 2.5 bath
2054 Sq Ft

Oceanview 2-level nestled in the trees
which can be cut desired. Floorplan
well suited for multi-generational
living with large family room/wetbar
down. Loft office overlooks living rm.
Dbl garage. Decks accessed from 4

Broker
Mark Stewart
970.290.5934

465 Moondancer $465,000 MLS 26-815
Beautiful 2 Story House located in the luxury of
Ocean Highlands Subdivision in Netarts, Oregon.
This property offers views of Netarts Bay and the
Pacific Ocean, with a deck offering outdoor enjoy-
ment in this very special location on the Oregon
Coast. A Well Maintained 2 Bedroom 2.5 Bath
Home. You will feel the solid construction that’s

for beloved pets and children. maintained Ocean Highlands.

required of Coastal Construction along with its
warmth and comfort. Contact Mark Stewart.

rooms.

Bay City
TC-22600 $999,500
9500 Walz Hill Road 3 Bed/3 Bath 2,436 Sq. Ft.

=T . T il
One Level and 14+ Acres of Mountain & Water Views + Privacy.
All-weather sunroom, wrap-around porch, contemporary kitchen,
huge pantry. Over-sized 3-Bay gar. w/loft & cleaning station.

CONTACT

Mary Kay Campbell
503.354.4501

Rockaway Beach NEW PRICE!
25-4013 $499,950
303 S. Marine Street 4 Bed/2 Bath 2,135 Sq. Ft.
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End of Pr|ae Sret, WaI to Bch, ualiy Craftsmanship,
Meticulously Maintained. 2 large decks bordering woods, oversized
garage (extra high door), additional parking for RV.

Contact your Broker today for more information on these great listings.

COASTALBRANCH.BHHSNW.COM
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Netarts
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