Graduation
Edition
Tillamook High School Valedictorian
Maeleah Upton feels that
her graduating class has been
resilient through the years.
“My hope for my fellow
graduates is that…they do
not limit themselves as they
pursue their careers, college, educations, trade school
experiences, and beyond,”
Upton said. “They are all very
deserving of the best and I am
so proud of each and every one
of them.”
As the Valedictorian of Tillamook High School, Upton is
graduating with a 4.449 GPA.
During her time at Tillamook High School, Upton was

Maeleah Upton encourages others to grow

in “The Kids Making Miracles
Foundation” at Doernbecher
Children’s Hospital as the senior chair, Black Box Theatre
musicals, the chamber and
concert choir program, THS
women’s soccer as a threeyear varsity captain, THS
Charity Drive class chairman,
Key Club president, National
Stangeland Family Academy
and all-state choir member,
three-year class of 2020 president, Outdoor School counselor, AFS student liaison, host
family, study abroad student,
OCFC soccer club participant,
and was a member of Tillamook School of Dance, to
name a few.

“My favorite memories from
my high school experience
would definitely include when
my soccer team won one of our
first league games against Seaside,” Upton said. “The other
most relevant would be when
our class won Charity Drive
my sophomore year. Both of
these were group efforts from
my team and my class which
made the win feel even more
worthwhile as it was for and
with the people around me.”

Next year, Upton plans to attend St. Olaf College in Northfield, Minnesota. There, she
will be doubling majoring in
music education and psychol-

ogy in the hopes that she will
pursue a doctorate in music.
While there, Upton will also
be participating in choir, ASL
club, and a few of their sports
programs.
As she leaves Tillamook
High School her advice for
incoming freshman is to not
let themselves be held back by
the belief that they have to be
perfect in everything they do.
“Some parts of high school
will be tough, but by trying
and learning new things we can
only grow more as individuals. Best of luck to all of you
guys!”

Tillamook High School Salutatorian

Ruby Thompson - be involved, high school memories last forever
“Give everything a try at least once
because high school has so many opportunities that go overlooked and they will not
be available to you beyond High School.”
Tillamook High School Salutatorian
Ruby Thompson took her own advice.
While at THS, she was the band president, science club president, a member of
the varsity soccer and tennis teams, class
secretary, Charity Drive queen; and member of video production and Key Club.
“Even the people the seemingly did
everything in their high school career still
regret not doing certain things,” Thompson said. “The memories that you have
with your class are going to last forever,
but you can’t make them if you choose

not to be involved in you class.”
After graduating with a 4.42 GPA from
THS, Thompson plants to attend Willamette University in the fall to study
mathematics and business management.
“I plan on taking part in their five-year
undergraduate and graduate course and
play in their campus band,” Thompson
said.
She hopes that the rest of her classmates also move on to bigger and better
things.
“Remember what we went through
together, but [don’t] let your accomplishments here define you for the rest of your
life,” Thompson said.

Neah-Kah-Nie School Valedictorian

Neah-Kah-Nie Valedictorian Ethan Lee plans for future in engineering
When asked what some of
his favorite Neah-Kah-Nie
High School memories are,
Ethan Lee said they are simple:
getting lunch with his friends at
the Barview Taco Truck.
As Valedictorian of the
Class of 2020, Lee is graduating at the top of his class with
a 4.4 GPA. During his time as
a Pirate, Lee was involved in
Speech and Debate, Leo Club,
FBLA, and student government.

“Work hard, have fun, and
try new things,” Lee said as his
advice for success to incoming
freshman.
Next year, Lee plans to attend the University of Portland
and major in engineering.
“I hope that my graduating
class can find a chance to experience other places outside of
Tillamook County,” Lee said.
“I also wish them all the best
and hope that they are happy.”

Neah-Kah-Nie High School Salutatorian
Jacob Waldon - Live every day like it’s your best day’
During his time at Neah-Kah-Nie
High School, Jacob Waldron felt it was
important to try new things.
“Do sports, join clubs and have fun,”
Waldron said. “Make friends, try new
things, leave your comfort zone. Most
importantly, live everyday like it’s the
best day. Be happy, enjoy the present
and look forward to the future.”
While at NKNHS, Waldron was a
member of the football, wrestling and
track teams; participated in FBLA,
NOSB, chess, Envirothon, Leo’s Club,
National Honor Society, student council, and Phi Theta Kappa.
And on top of all that, he pulled of a

4.352 GPA and was named the Salutatorian of his class.
“Getting to have new experiences,
meeting teachers, and other great community members,” are some of Waldron’s favorite high school memories.
“Getting up happy everyday [and] looking forward to achieving my goals.”
Next year, Waldron will be pursuing
a career in dentistry at Pacific University.
“My hopes for my fellow classmates
are that they will achieve their goals
and become the best version of themselves,” Waldron said. “Most of all, I
want them to live super happy lives!”
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Nestucca High School Valedictorian

Benjamin Hurlimand:Advice from a valedictorian
in a pandemic: Don’t take things for granted

No one expected how our world would change in
just a few months. And the impact has not been lost
on graduating seniors.

with the teammates I had played with since second
grade.”

“Future freshman, don’t take any of your time in
school for granted,” Nestucca High School’s Benjamin Hurlimand said, “because you never know when
a global pandemic will shut down everything and
force you to graduate three months early.”

Hurliman was a member of the Bobcat football,
basketball, baseball, and track teams. He was also a
member of the National Honor Society.

Hurliman is one of three Nestucca High School
Valedictorian’s that were able to achieve a 4.0 GPA.

“I hope that our class can all go on and achieve
our goals that we have set for ourselves, whatever
those goals may be,” Hurliman said. “Wherever we
may go in our separate lives, I hope that we don’t
forget the memories we had together as well.”

“My favorite high school memories were spending time with all of the friends that I grew up with
from preschool,” Hurliman said. “And playing sports

Next year, Hurliman plans to attend Linn Benton
for a year and then transfer to Oregon State University to study business.

Nestucca High School Valedictorian

Nestucca Valedictorian Mitchell Richwine
looks to play collegiate baseball

Mitchell Richwine is one of three Nestucca High School seniors who were able to
achieve the perfect 4.0 GPA and graduate as
co-valedictorians.
“The years fly by, take advantage of every
moment and enjoy it,” Richwine said. “You
never know when it will all end so live your
life to the fullest.”
While at Nestucca, Richwine was a member of the baseball, football, and basketball
teams; as well as a member of National
Honor Society.

“No specific memory stands out, just all
the little memories,” Richwine said looking
back at his time in high school. “The little
memories I have of being in school with
friends.”
Next year, Richwine plans to attend
Chemeketa Community College to play
baseball. After his time at Chemeketa, he
plans to transfer to a four-year university to
continue his athletic and academic career.
“I hope for all of my class mates to find a
career and live a happy life,” Richwine said.

Nestucca High School Valedictorian

Nestucca Valedictorian Veronica Chavarin,
‘Work for a more tolerable future’
When Veronica Chavarin thinks about her favorite memory of high school, it’s not what you would
expect.
“Sitting in the school commons and getting yelled
at by the office for being too loud,” Chavarin said.
“Then being sent to the library where we’d be yelled
at for being too loud [again].”
Despite raising the noise level, Chavarin proved
herself as an exemplary student and is one of three
Nestucca High School seniors graduating with a 4.0
GPA and was named co-valedictorian.
Chavarin also held the title of class president, was
a member of the Bobcat basketball team, and partici-

pated in National Honor Society.
“I hope my class is able to learn from the mistakes
of previous generations and continue to work for a
more tolerable future,” Chavarin said. “ In order for
this to happen, I hope my class is willing to listen
and change regardless of where our biases [are].”
After graduating, Chavarin will attend Tillamook
Bay Community College. She hopes to continue her
education to one day become an orthopedic surgeon.
“Learn how to laugh at yourself,” Chavarin said.
“Understand that you don’t know what a person is
going through…have fun, find what you love to do
and pursue it.”

Nestucca High School Salutatorian
Nestucca Salutatorian Olivia Leslie
looks to career in kinesiology
Olivia Leslie enjoyed her time as a Bobcat
and the many memories that came from her
time on the volleyball, basketball, and softball
teams.
“Beating Faith Bible in double overtime my
junior year of basketball,” Leslie said of some
of her favorite memories. “Or, beating Vernonia at the softball district playoffs my sophomore year.”
Leslie is graduating as Nestucca High
School’s 2020 Salutatorian with a 3.97 GPA.
“Get involved with as many activities as

Call me today for a
no-obligation quote!
503.842.1966
MICHELLE TRENT

MTRENT@FARMERSAGENT.COM

you can,” Leslie said, “because it will give
you more opportunities to make memorable
moments.”
In addition to being involved in sport,s
Leslie was also a student council class representative and a member of the National Honor
Society.
Next year, Leslie will attend Linn-Benton
Community College in hopes of pursuing a
career in kinesiology.
Leslie hopes her class will go on to be
“happy, healthy, and wealthy.”
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Tillamook High School

Karoline Abbott

Abigail Absher

Thomas Adams

Mikayla Aguilar

Hector Ortiz Alpizar

Jennifer Arreola

Clare Atchison

Bailey Aufdermauer

Whitney Averill

Ana Sanchez Ayala

Noah Baumgart

Matysin Beach

Allie Bentley

Solace Bergeron

Clara Blaser

Elliot Gann Bolduc

Kaleb Boomer

Sarah Bowling

Jeffery Branscum

Liliana Bravo

Kobe Braxling

Kyle Brotherton

Jerusha Brown

Megan Bunker

Freedom Capps

Jesus Barragan Carrillo

Tanner Casey

Ernesto Chaco

Kylie Cloud

Riley Cloyd

Samuel Connelly

Bryan Villa Contreras

Ezekiel Coon

Savanna Corn

Joana Costa

Lexie Crabtree
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Tillamook High School

Chandler Cunningham

Natilee Dentel

Shane Derowitsen

Miguel Diaz

Alyssa Porter Dionne

Lucy Elkins

Marie Maycie English

Eli Erskine

Fidencio Espinoza

Ulysses Sandoval Estrada

Bailey Everett

Issac Felix

David Fennewald

David Rivera Flores

Hannah Fouche

Christopher Fowler

Noel Fry

Jaiden Funkhouser

Ashley Garcia

Jimena Castro Garcia

Daniel Garcia

Merlin Ramirez Garcia

Elizabeth Gaspar Gomez

Faith Gorman

Denice Gracia

Alondra Hernandez Gracia

Denice Perez Gracia

Hunter Grothe

Nick Hall

Dayna T Hallet

Jesse Hamilton

Logan Hamilton

Grace Harman

Everando Morales Hernandez

Allysan Hernandez

Nathaniel Hilby
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Tillamook High School

Victoria Hobbs

Justis Hyde

Ethan Ingram

Katelyn Jenck

Kyla Jepson

Brinda Jimenez

Napasawan Isarakul Kaew

Kayla Kimber

Ethan Kinney

Krista Knutsen

Anna Kuukasjarvi

Canaan Lampley

Sara Jo Lau

Delainy Lea

Kristopher Ledesma

Madison LeNormand

Parker LeNormand

Gage Kevin Lowe

Diego Parra Luna

Marlene Parra Luna

Breanna Maciel

Yuridy Melgoza Martinez

Sara Mata

Angelina Matsell

Devin McDaniel

Alicia-Marie McDonald

Brauly Mendez

Quintin Metcalfe

Ethan Miller

Jordan Mitchell

Mackenzie Mitchell

Jocelyn Monaco

McKeon Moser

Sissy Mueck

Vanessa Nieves

Tieson Ohagan
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Tillamook High School

Zerina Oktay

Kaityn Oleman

Ashleigh Perdew

William Powers

Sarah Pullen

Karime Orozco Ramirez

Jared Reeder

Perry Reeder

Abigail Rice

Altea Rodegher

Dulce Ochoa Salazar

Sirawan Sangtong

Katelynn Sheldon

Kellen Shelley

Agustin Merino Silva

Kaitlyn Sisco

Aries Smith

Audra Stelzig

Sidney Stevens

James Stonebrink

Francesco Tanda

Henry Tarpley

Ruby Thompson

Maleah Upton

Christian Vertner

Zacheriah Walker

Emily Warren

Silas Waxter

Lilly Weber

Cassie Wehage

Alex Werner

Chad Werner

Emrey Werner

Hazel Werner

Ethan West
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Tillamook High School

Tyson Wilkes

WE TAKE
CARE OF YOUR CLOTHES

Tommie’s Cleaners

Dry Cleaning • Alterations
Laundry • Hemming

Tyson and Jenni Price
2101 7th Street • Tillamook, OR 97141
Bus 503-842-1301 • Cell 503-812-5014
H49125

Protect Your Future
• Safeco InSurance company
• LIberty mutuaL
• oregon mutuaL

(503) 842-5561

Fax: (503) 842-6321

Jane’s Fabric Patch

Patterns • Fabrics • Notions
Quilt Books • Quilt Kits
Congratulations 2020 Graduates!
Explore our colorful fabric shop at
1110 Main Ave., Tillamook • (503) 842-9392

Josue Benito Zarco

REPAIR LLC
R
~
S Auto & Diesel

Tillamook Diesel RepaiR

H49112

TONY VELTRI INSURANCE SERVICES

E-mail:
tdr97141@gmail.com
405 Main Ave. N.,
Tillamook, OR 97141

LocaLLy owned and operated since 1953
H49111

842-4407

1700 fourth Street, p.o. box 298, tILLamook

H49144

“Together Always,
Even When Apart”

7395 Long Prairie Rd – Tillamook
(503) 842-8001

Lois A. Albright

H49145

10% off all
rock products during
the month of June
H49113

H49010

FARM
ANIMALS

EMERGENCIES

SURGERY

pioneerveterinaryhospital.com

Christopher M. Kittell
Michael B. Kittell

(503) 842-6633

SMALL
ANIMALS

801 Main, Tillamook, OR 97141

(503) 842-8411

REPRODUCTION & HERD HEALTH
Our Doctors are:
• Dr. Tracy Solis, DVM
• Dr. Dan Cameron, DVM
• Dr. Katelyn Steinkamp, DVM
• Dr. Jennifer Witt, DVM
• Dr. Mark Witt, DVM

H47438

H49126

We serve businesses, local residents and visitors
1111 4th, Tillamook, OR • (503) 842-2301

Shawn Wingate

Evielyn Wilkins

H49141

Eli White

www.albrightkittell.com
2308 3rd Street, Tillamook, OR
H49128

Graduates,
come join our caring team!
We provide training and
potential for career advancement.
Contact Tracy Delano at 503-801-1529
or email tdelano@careinc.org

H49130
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Nestucca High School

Jeffrey Adair

Mariella Arreola

Kaden Barham

Logan Blackburn

Gustavo Camacho

Jorge Camacho

Freedom Capps

Nico Cavezza

Veronica Chavarin

Conner Cook

Abby Garcia

Marcus Geil

Taylor Geil

Levi Hallock

Sahara Hendricks

Allysan Hernandez

Ben Hurliman

Aiden Jenima

Dylan Johnson

Nycole Kimber

Olivia Leslie

Jackie Martinez

Nahum Mondragon

Jocelyn Moreno

Seth Prince

Mitchell Richwine

Sadie Robinson

Victoria Scott

Tyler Seals

Chris Smith

Hayden Spencer

Hailey Spindler

Pierce Trent
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Nestucca High School

Tristen Tull

Alex Welch

Kassie Whitlow

Dear Nestucca Graduating Class of 2020,
Congratulations! You made it! You have individually and collectively had to find your way through your final school term to the
finish line. You have had to be creative and innovative during a
time when there have been no rules or guidelines to follow.
You have had to be leaders for your underclassmen showing them
that you can move forward despite the fact that life isn’t always
fair and rituals have to bend during unprecedented times.
Your uniqueness will be indelibly stamped upon your diploma
as a graduate in 2020. Your ingenuity and “we’ve got this” attitude has shown those of us around you how resilient you all
are. Take that enthusiasm and self motivation and use it to your
advantage because it may encourage you to think outside the box
and show you that not everything moves in a straight line in life.

Trey Wimberly

Jonathan Winesburgh

Those wiggles and turns may help you find new paths that you
would never have explored.
You have created NEW TRADITIONS this year and they have
your names stamped all over them for future graduates!
Congratulations from the Nestucca Valley Sanitary Service family
and former alumni!
Eleanor Dye, Former Assistant Librarian
Sandy Dye-Carbaugh, Class of 1974
Paul Carbaugh, Class of 1974
Darrell Daggett, Class of 1978
Phil Hurlimann, Class of 1980
Darrel Olds, Class of 2009
Kole Brunkow Class of 2014
RJ Coleman, Kim Darby, Kole Brunkow,
Darrel Olds, Jennifer Carbaugh-Smith

H49131
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Neah-Kah-Nie High School

Alyssa Ahlers

Nicholas Bailey

Dawson Bean

Aspen Becker

Topanga Benthien

Declan Brewer

Trinity Brown

Rheanne Bryant

Monique Burnett

Cezar Ceballos

Logan Chesnut

Michelle Clark

Talia Clark

Clover O’Connor

Destin Donaldson

Maggie Donnell

Tyler Ernst

Eochaid Fry

Sean Geurin

Karissa Hadermann

Aarren Haylett

Derrin Honts

Tessa Hudak

Katherine Huffield

Daniel Jackson

Kyla Jepson

LeneaMarie Johnson

Jett Johnston

Jayden Kehler

Jaylah Kehler

Mychal Kelly

Kienon Klepper

Michael Laun

Natasha Laun

Ethan Lee

Jonathan Lommen
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Neah-Kah-Nie High School

Ethan Lowry

Matthew Mahnke

Kaden Mendenhall

Grace Miller

Kayla Naylor

Kayleah Nelson

Shelbi Nelson

Eric Lambert Nielsen

Echo Nutt

Animesh Patel

Kent Pieper

Travis Princehouse

If you’re considering
a career helping
others, here is your
opportunity to make a difference.
H49110

to all of our 2020 Graduates
one-stop building
NEHALEM LUMBER Yourheadquarters

Mon.-Fri. 7:30 - 5:00 • Sat. 8:00 - 5:00

280 Rowe Street • Wheeler, OR 97147

Nehalem Valley Care Center offers a
5 week Nursing Assistant Class. Employment
opportunities are available following the class.

Contact us to find out when our next series of classes begin.

503-368-5171 • cgriffin@nehalemtel.net or apply online at www.nehalemcarecenter.com
An application and background check are required.
H49136

(503) 368-5619 • 12895 H St., Hwy. 101, Nehalem

2020

730 Manzanita Ave
Manzanita, OR 97130
503-368-5250
503-368-3615 (FAX)

Graduates, come join
our caring team!

3401 S. Hemlock St
Cannon Beach, OR 97110
503-436-0945
Your local leader in Organic, Natural, Gluten
Free, BPA and Earth Friendly grocery products!

We provide training and
potential for career advancement.
Contact Tracy Delano at 503-801-1529
or email tdelano@careinc.org

H49129

H49127
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Neah-Kah-Nie High School

Julian Ramirez

Cale Simpson

Mairade Reid

Montana Ruona

Eve Turner

Danie Vargas-Reyes

Jacob Waldron

Evan Wiley

Megan Troutman

Seth Ziemecki

Go forth
and build a
bright future!

Neah-kah-nie High School 2020 Graduates
Good Luck with all your endeavors!
7th Street Nehalem Oregon
778 Laneda Ave, Manzanita
503-368-5337

H49146

Wishing you

all the best for

NKN

all your tomorrows!

Shop your locally
owned Select Market
Groceries & Supplies
Fresh Produce Department
Butcher, Fresh Meat & Seafood
Hay & Feed
Visit us on Facebook for
weekly sales circulars and coupons

Mohler Co-op Store

Located across from Nehalem Bay Winery,
one mile east of Hwy. 101 at

34890 Hwy. 53, Mohler
(503) 368-5791

H49132

H49116

Congratulations

INSIDE INSIDE

School
districts find
meal solutions
for kids

Creamery
Visitors Center
closed until
further notice
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County pays $300,000 for cyberattack ransom
Cody Mann
headlightnews@countrymedia.net

T

illamook County officials
revealed that a $300,000
ransom was paid to regain data access after a cyberattack. The ransom
amount was disclosed during the
Tillamook County Board of Commissioners meeting Wednesday,
March 11.
Commissioner Bill Baertlein,
reading from a prepared statement,
said it could have taken 12-24

Class of 2020

months and cost $1 million to unlock the county’s computer system if
a ransom went unpaid.
“The county’s rapid and aggressive response to the incident mitigated the compromise and contained
the encryption to 17 of 55 servers
and five of 280 county workstations,” Baertlein said.
The attack was reportedly carried out by an international cybercriminal organization known to law
Image: Metro Creative Graphics
enforcement both nationally and
statement said the computer system
internationally. The prepared county was disabled for around two weeks,

adding that new security measures
were being implemented.
“The county made every effort
to avoid the payment of a ransom to
the cyber attacker, including recovery through two independent backup
solutions and hundreds of hours
of retained and county resources;
however, data critical to county
operations could not be restored
without paying the cyberattacker for
decryption keys,” Baertlein said.
“While the county maintained redundant backup solutions that would

Testing for COVID-19
in Tillamook County
Cody Mann
headlightnews@countrymedia.net

A

Tillamook lumber mill
worker was tested for
coronavirus this past week,
leading operations to shut down
Thursday, March 12, for a cleaning.
Hampton Lumber Mill Plant
Manager Mark Elston issued a
statement about the employee
and the closure. In the statement,
he said the employee was tested
at the local hospital and advised
by medical professionals to
self-quarantine at home pending
results.
“The employee is following
that advice and has committed to inform us of a positive or
negative result once known,” he
said. “We will let our employees
know this result and will keep the
appropriate community leaders
informed.”
Elston said upon learning of
the possible infection risk, Hampton Lumber closed shop to clean
and sanitize areas the employee
frequented. He said the relevant
break rooms, restrooms, offices,

and control rooms were sanitized
by a local cleaning service.
“We take the health and safety
of our employees and the community very seriously,” Elston
said. “We will monitor the situation and take the appropriate
action to safeguard our employees and our operation as we get
additional information.”
As of Monday, March 16,
Elston said the employee’s test
results had not yet been received.
The mill was reopened for work
after the temporary shutdown to
sanitize gathering areas.
County officials confirmed
Friday, March 13, that tests for
COVID-19 were conducted in
Tillamook County. Test kits are
n.com
citize
reportedly
in short
supply.
coast
north
As of Friday, there were no
confirmed COVID-19 cases in
Tillamook County. The Health
Department tested two sick
individuals, and both came back
negative, according to a statement
from county officials. Adventist
Health has also tested patients
for the virus and is waiting for

have protected our data in the event
of a natural disaster, the cyberattack resulted in encrypted backups,”
Baertlein said.
Commissioner Mary Faith Bell
emphasized that the government
was the victim of a crime, noting
a new frontier of security hazards
in the digital age. Commissioner
David Yamamoto said while other
municipalities have not disclosed

n See RANSOM, Page A2
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Neah-Kah-Nie High School

Congratulations

Congratulations

to the Class of

100% FAMILY OWNED

Sales • Service • Parts • Reconditioned
Call Us 503-842-2211
2111 Third Street,
Tillamook
www.allstarappliance.net
CCB #202914

Redeem for

10 OFF

$

any service call
Limit one per customer
expires 12/31/2020

Congratulations to the graduates
of Tillamook County!
Continue learning, dreaming
and achieving.
U.S. Bank Manzanita
MaRyan Fauver
503.368.5131

U.S. Bank Rockaway Beach
MaRyan Fauver
503.355.2116

U.S. Bank Tillamook
Leah Cruz           
503.842.4401
H49133

H49138

Congratulations
Neah-Kah-Nie High School

Class of 2020

193 Laneda Avenue • Manzanita

Start your career with us!

We are currently accepting applications in-store and digitally, please use the contact form at
manzanitamarket.com/employment/ or email a resume to manzanitamarket98@gmail.com.

We’re here to help you
get ready for the celebration!
Call 503-368-5362
to order party trays

Congratulations
Ethan!
We love you,
Mom & Dad

http://manzanitamarket.com
H49142
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From everyone at Tillamook County Community Health Centers,
we wish you all a healthy and happy future! Congratulations Grads!
COVID-19 Nurse Advice Line
503-842-3940

Se habla Español
801 Paciﬁc Avenue • Tillamook
503-842-3900 • 800-528-2939 • TTY 800-735-2900

www.tillamookchc.org

We can help you get there!

Apply today!
Summer term starts June 22. Fall Term Sept. 21.

We can help you get started on a path to success. Visit www.tillamookbaycc.edu,
or contact student services at studentservices@tillamookbaycc.edu, or (503) 842-8222 ext. 1100

