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 CHARLESTON — The Surfman is an 
elite group in the U.S. Coast Guard and 
BM2 Rachel LaFevre just became the 14th 
woman to receive the designation.

“There are 14 women as Surfman in 
the Coast Guard now,” LaFevre said. “It 
has been traditionally seen as a more at-
tractive job for males in the past, but that 
is rapidly changing. As women remain in 
the military longer, they are interested in 
moving up.”

LaFevre is the second woman on the 
Oregon coast to receive the promotion 
to Surfman in recent months, a position 
described in a press release from the U.S. 
Coast Guard as being qualifi ed to oper-
ate a 47-foot motor lifeboat in 20-foot 
breaking surf, 30-foot seas and 50-knot 
winds. The release defi ned Surfman as 
being able to function under extreme 

weather and sea conditions.
“I’m proud,” LaFevre said of the pro-

motion. “It was a long process to get to 
this point.”

LaFevre, who grew up in Astoria 

watching the Coast Guard, decided to 
join its ranks as a way to do something 
active on the water.
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 COOS BAY — On Wednesday the Oregon 
Department of Land Conservation and De-
velopment chose to deny the Jordan Cove 
Energy Project’s Federal Consistency ap-
plication.

In a letter to Mike Koski with the Jordan 
Cove Energy Project, DLCD wrote: “After 
careful review of the proposed project, in 
conjunction with receiving extensive pub-
lic comment, and coordination with coastal 
partners, DLCD has determined that the 
coastal adverse e� ects from the project will 
be signifi cant and undermine the vision set 
forth by the OCMP and its enforceable pol-
icies. 

“Coastal e� ects analyses show that the 
project will negatively impact Oregon’s 
coastal scenic and aesthetic resources, a 
variety of endangered and threatened spe-
cies, critical habitat and ecosystem services, 
fi sheries resources, commercial and recre-
ational fi shing and boating, and commercial 
shipping and transportation, among other 
sectors critical to the state.

“CZMA section 307©(3)(A) requires DLCD 
to notify the federal agencies concerned that 
the state objects to the certifi cation ‘at the 
earliest practicable time.’ As a result of this 
objection, neither FERC nor the Corps can 
grant a license or permit for this project un-
less the U.S. Secretary of Commerce over-
rides this objection on appeal.”

In response to the DLCD’s federal consis-
tency denial, the Federal Regulatory Energy 
Commission has decided to push o�  making 

DLCD 
denies 
Jordan Cove 
application 
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BM2 Rachel LaFevre pilots the MLB Intrepid on a pre-dawn check of the bar with a crew from U.S. Coast Guard Boat Station Coos Bay. 
LaFevre just became the 14th woman to join the Surfman, an elite group in the U.S. Coast Guard pilots.

Coast Guard promotes 
14th woman to Surfman

NICHOLAS A. JOHNSON
The World 

 COOS BAY — With the rainy winter 
months tearing up Coos Bay’s roads, the 
city was happy to fi nd a stretch of sun-
shine to address some problem potholes.

“The problem with the winter is hav-
ing all this wet weather, and then you 
have freezing weather, and when it heats 
it up, the contraction and expansion is 
what causes asphalt to pop,” Coos Bay 

city manager Rodger Craddock said.
According to Craddock, the reason the 

city was able to get some pothole proj-
ects out of the way before the spring and 
summer months is that the weather has 
been nice enough for the asphalt plant to 
open up and produce.

“We’re subject to when that asphalt 
plant is open,” Craddock said.

Last spring, the city took an inven-
tory of its potholes and Craddock said 
the number was over 1,000. During the 
spring and summer months the city was 
able to fi ll over 600 of those potholes. 
The city doesn’t know yet how many new 

potholes have been created over the last 
year.

“We addressed over 50 percent of our 
potholes last year, and we have a number 
of projects online to address more this 
coming spring,” Craddock said.

In recent years, the City of Coos Bay 
has made road work one of its priori-
ties and has begun to address years of 
neglect. Most notably, the city imple-
mented a Transportation User Fee last 
year to help pay for road maintenance. 
The fee is collected through the citizens’ 

CB fills potholes during good weather
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People pass a pothole Friday o�  U.S. Highway 101 in 
downtown Coos Bay.
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 NORTH BEND — With help from 
U.S. Rep. Peter DeFazio, D-Oregon, the 
Southwest Oregon Regional Airport se-
cured a federal grant for $750,000 from 
the Department of Transportation this 
week, which will go toward opening up 
a fl ight service to Portland from North 
Bend.

“With this award of $750,000, it al-

lows us to sit down with the airline and 
negotiate our best process,” said The-
resa Cook, executive director for the 
Coos County Airport District. “We’re 
very grateful to Congressman DeFazio 
for helping make this happen. Without 
his support I don’t think we would have 
seen that grant,” 

The grant, which is part of the 2019 
Small Community Air Service Develop-
ment Program, will help the airport in its 

e� orts to attract new service to Portland 
on Contour Airlines, a regional company. 
The funds will cover a revenue guaran-
tee, marketing program and start-up 
cost rebates for the airport district.

“Small community airports like the 
Southwest Oregon Regional Airport are 
a vital part of keeping Oregon’s rural 
communities connected,” DeFazio said 

Airport secures funding for flights
JILLIAN WARD
The World 

 NORTH BEND — Former North Bend 
High School Principal Bill Lucero is to re-
ceive $50,000 in a settlement agreement 
with the North Bend School District, the 
district’s board of directors, and former Su-
perintendent Bill Yester. In addition, he is set 
to receive an undisclosed sum of money from 
a secondary settlement.

“There were two settlement agreements 
as a result of litigation,” said Roland Ipar-
raguirre, Lucero’s attorney. “One was a gen-
eral settlement with the school district and 
a second settlement, the terms of which I 
cannot discuss, entered into with Rebekah 
Jacobson and Garrett Hemann Robertson 

Former NBHS 
principal settles 
with district

FERC to take time 
on permit decision

BM2 Rachel LaFevre 
received the promotion 
while at Coast Guard 
Station Coos Bay

BM2 Rachel LaFevre, right, talks with her crew Feb. 13 before a pre-dawn check of the 
Coos Bay Bar at the U.S. Coast Guard Boat Station Coos Bay.

Lucero reportedly ‘very 
pleased’ with outcome

More roadwork 
projects coming up
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