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 � Photo gallery: Bandon girls earn trip to state.
 � Photo gallery: Volunteers plan 4,500 trees.
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State of emergency
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Dear Reader,
News related to the COVID-19 

virus is changing by the minute. 
The World continues to provide 
you with the most complete and 
accurate information possible 
about how these changes are 
affecting the lives of Coos County 
residents and visitors.

Oregon Gov. Kate Brown’s 
recent executive order directs busi-
nesses statewide to provide for 
customer and employee social dis-
tancing, and for employees to 
work from home whenever possi-
ble. So beginning Thursday, March 
26, our office hours at The World 
for walk-in customers will be tem-
porarily shortened to 9 a.m.-noon.

In addition, our reporters will be 
working from their home offices, 
to further limit the number of 
employees in our office and pro-
vide for everyone’s health and 
safety.

Meantime, feel free to call our 
customer service phone number at 
541-266-6047. We will have staff 
on hand from 8 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Monday through Friday to help 
with subscriptions, classified ads 
and other inquiries.

And I can be reached at bken-
field@countrymedia.net.

Thank you for your continued 
trust and support.

Ben Kenfield

Publisher
The World newspaper
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hours to 
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CB passes resolution 

asking governor to close 

non-essential lodging
NICHOLAS JOHNSON

The World

COOS BAY — The City of 
Coos Bay Wednesday joined a 
number of other cities on the 
Oregon coast in approving a reso-
lution that asks Gov. Kate Brown 
to mandate a closure of lodging for 
people whose need for lodging is 
non-essential.

Over the weekend, a number of 
Oregon’s coastal cities saw an 
influx of tourism even though it 
was suggested by the Governor 

last Friday that Oregonians stay 
home to slow the spread of 
COVID-19.

“We heard from different may-
ors in different towns, Tillamook 
county and Tillamook itself, and 
they were very frustrated in the 
small towns where tourists had 
come in and inundated the town,” 
Coos Bay Mayor Joe Benetti said. 
“Basically they raided the stores 
and emptied them, leaving no sup-

ADAM ROBERTSON

The World

SOUTH COAST – As the 
COVID-19 situation evolves, the 
Port of Coos Bay and Charleston 
Marina is still open though observ-
ing social distancing precautions.

Margaret Barber, director of 
external affairs for the marina, said 
their offices are closed to the pub-
lic, though payments can be made 

online, over the phone, or by put-
ting a check in the drop box. The 
office is still staffed to answer 
phones and maintenance personnel 
are available.

The boat ramp is also still open. 
Barber noted they’ve been getting 
lots of cancellations for reserva-
tions at the marina due to travel 
restrictions.

Since the Port of Coos Bay 
operates as a commercial port, they 

are considered an essential busi-
ness as part of the transportation 
industry. As a result, they are not 
mandated to close under the "Stay-
at-Home" order from Gov. Kate 
Brown.

All facilities at Winchester 
Bay’s Salmon Harbor Marina and 
RV Park are closed. As a recre-
ational facility, everything is 
considered non-essential under the 
‘stay-at-home’ order. According to 

a post on the marina’s Facebook 
page, there is no camping, no new 
moorage, and no launching boats 
until the order is lifted.

Some people are still renting 
spaces at the RV park, though. 
According to Harbor Manager Paul 
Stallard, veterans and full-time 
RVers are being allowed to stay in 
the park during the shut down. He 

Local ports change operations 
in response to coronavirus

Nicholas Johnson, The World

The Coos Bay City Council practices social distancing while 
discussing a resolution asking Governor Brown to make condi-
tional closures.

Adam Robertson, The World

Commercial fishing for fleets like the one in Winchester Bay is unrestricted during the coronavirus shut down.

Advocates help the homeless amid pandemic
JILLIAN WARD

The World

COOS COUNTY — Every 
morning at the homeless camp in 
Harmony United Methodist 
Church’s parking lot, Pastor 
Donald Ford screens individuals 
for COVID-19.

Screening people for the disease 
that’s shutting down countries 
across the world is not the same as 
sampling or testing for the disease. 
Screening, for Ford, is asking peo-
ple if they have basic symptoms 

for the virus.
“I go around asking if they have 

a fever, if they have a cough that 
isn’t their smoker’s cough, if they 
are short of breath,” Ford 
explained. “If they say ‘no’ then I 
believe them and put a check by 
their name. So far, none have had 
symptoms.”

Ford has been doing these 
morning screenings for the past 
week. Of course, from Ford’s per-
spective he fears that homeless 
individuals may be some of the 
last to be tested for the novel coro-

navirus.
“Who will go around checking 

the homeless for symptoms?” he 
asked. “They don’t have family or 
a personal provider they can go to 
who says ‘let me screen you for 
your temperature, oxygen level,’ 
that kind of thing. When they go 
to clinics, they are last on the list. 
They won’t be screened too much 
or tested unless it’s obvious that 
they need to be tested.”

For now, he says he has been 
directed by a physician to take any 
homeless individuals to get imme-

diate care if their temperature is 
over 104 degrees with oxygen 
level under 90. “I’m hoping to get 
a thermometer, one that you can 
use on the forehead without touch-
ing them, and get an oxygenator 
that you put on your finger to get 
the oxygen level,” Ford said.

Today, Ford plans on closing 
and locking the downstairs 
entrance of the church since the 
hallways have become congested, 

COVID-19 

tests continue 

across county
ZACH SILVA

The World

COOS BAY — The number of 
COVID-19 tests in Coos County 
saw a slight uptick last week.

“I would definitely say that this 
last week and a half, there have 
been quite a bit more tests done 
but, again, that’s a little bit more to 
do with the number of laboratories 
that have been able to handle that 
testing has increased,” said Coos 
Health and Wellness public infor-
mation officer Eric Gleason on 
Wednesday afternoon.

According to Coos Health and 
Wellness, last Thursday 67 total 
tests had been administered across 
the county while that number is 
now at 128 total tests. All 72 of the 
tests that have come back have 
been negative for the disease.

The other tests that have not 
reported a result are currently 
pending. Gleason noted that where 
tests are being conducted will 
determine the speed at which they 
will find out the result.

At the Oregon State Public 
Health Laboratory in Hillsboro, 
results can take up to 72 hours

“Part of that 72-hour period is 
because down here it takes a little 
bit of time for a courier to get up 
to the Hillsboro area, which is 
where the lab is. But generally ... 
we can get 48 hours. But like I 

Please see PORTS, Page A8

Please see HOMELESS, Page A8 Please see TESTS, Page A8

Please see RESOLUTION, Page A8
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