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 � Photo gallery: Bandon girls earn trip to state.
 � Photo gallery: Volunteers plan 4,500 trees.
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Still open for business
Bandon Dunes stays on course, A9 
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COOS BAY — At a moment’s 
notice everything changed.

Like so many Americans around 
the country, Teka Brown recalls not 
too long ago stepping into her down-
town Coos Bay café to see dozens of 
familiar faces sharing in good times 
and good food.

“You walk in here and it feels like 
home,” she said. “It’s peaceful. It’s 
safe. It’s a place for the community 
to come together.”

Co-owner of Kaffe 101, when 
Brown steps into her business now 
she sees rows of empty tables and 
closure signs as the once crowded 
sights of the café for the time being 
are no more.

Last week, Oregon Gov. Kate 
Brown restricted restaurants, bars 
and other establishments that offer 
food or beverages from offering 
dine-in options to community mem-
bers around the state as a 
preventative measure to combat the 
spread of the novel coronavirus.

The order, which was passed to 
promote social distancing, limited 
restaurants and bars for the next four 
weeks to only provide customers 
with take-out or delivery services.

As a result of the recent ban, 
Brown, unable to afford her staff, 
was forced to lay off her employees 
as her customer based dropped 46 
percent as well as her profits by 
approximately 40 percent in last few 
days since the ban was put into 
place.

“It’s been hard especially with 
laying off our staff,” said Brown 
tearfully. “Our staff is great and they 
really make our café and so to let 
them go and to have to tell them I 
don’t know when you’ll come back I 
think has been the hardest thing.”

Thousands of layoffs have 
occurred across the nation employers 
have limited its operations or closed 
its doors to stop and slow down the 
spread of COVID-19.

According to a press release from 
the U.S. Department of Labor, the 
number of Americans filing for 
unemployment jumped by 70,000 last 
week, the highest level for initial 
claims since Sept. 2017.

The café, which is currently offer-
ing curbside service, has adjusted its 
operations in response to the new 
mandate and like so many other small 
businesses its doing its best to safely 
provide food services to the commu-
nity.

A family-run business, Brown said 

she’s enlisted the help of her 12-year-
old daughter, Tailor, her 16-year-old 
brother, Benjamin and her mother 
and business partner, Roxanne 

Steward as well as her husband, Kyle, 
and countless other family members 
and friends to help her run the café.

“Our whole family is helping,” she 

said. “We’ve also had a couple of 
people come in and volunteer their 

Kaffe 101 owners hold onto hope after shutdowns

Amanda Linares, The World

Thomas Lee and Roxanne Steward look at an order ticket at Kaffe 101 in Coos Bay on Saturday.

Please see HOPE, Page A8

Ed Glazar, The World

A pair of anglers practice social distancing fishing from a rock outcrop at the mouth of Sunset Bay under sunny skies last week. While OPRD closed all 
state parks, surf fishing and beach walking are still being allowed as long as strict social distancing is observed. 

Social distance on Sunset Bay 'This is 
the year 
education 
was 
interrupted'
JILLIAN WARD
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SOUTH COAST — School districts are scram-
bling to find new ways to teach students from home 
as campuses remain closed.

The school closures are set to continue through 
April 28, but could either be shortened or extended 
depending on whether the COVID-19 pandemic con-
tinues to rampage across the state.

“Right now the superintendents are meeting to 
discuss the impacts of the executive order (regarding 
continued closures) and how it applies to schools 
both individually and regionally,” said Tenneal 
Wetherell, superintendent at the South Coast 
Education Service District.

The South Coast regional superintendents met this 
week to brainstorm ways to provide support to every 
child, from general education to special education 
students.

“A lot of people are thinking around online learn-
ing as a core delivery mechanism, but I don’t think 
that’s the only way to approach it,” Wetherell said. 
“There are a lot of ways we’re contemplating doing 
this.”

Those ideas include providing textbooks with 
worksheets and time to talk with teachers about what 
they learned. It also includes posting online seminars 
of teachers for students to log on and watch.

“The core issue with all of those approaches is we 
have to ensure equitable access to all students,” 
Wetherell said. “When you try to figure out a way, 
you have to think if all families have internet access, 
computers, and a shelter to access this educational 
material we’re trying to produce.”

Administrative teams are digging into these issues 
across the districts to come up with the best delivery 
mechanism in an equitable way. This method may 
change district-by-district depending on systems they 
already have in place.

“One district might have a Chromebook environ-
ment while another district doesn’t have that yet,” 
Wetherell said.

When asked what school districts would do for 
students without internet access, Wetherell said a 

OPRD closes state parks to camping and day-use
AMY MOSS STRONG

The World

SALEM -- At the direction of Governor Kate Brown, and in keep-
ing with the guidance that all Oregonians should stay home and stay 
healthy, the Oregon State Park system will close at the end of the day 
Monday, March 23. Day-use areas will be closed starting March 23 at 
5 p.m. Campers need to check out no later than 1 p.m.

The Oregon Parks and Recreation Department previously ordered a 
campground closure that would have started April 3, and advised trav-
elers to avoid day trips to full parks. With new guidance from the 
Governor, and clear signs that travelers are not following advice to 
avoid full parks, a statewide state park closure is necessary. Beaches 
can be closed by OPRD at their discretion and will be closed if social 
distancing practices are not followed.

All daytime park services will be closed statewide, including parking 
areas, picnic areas, natural areas, recreation sites, viewpoints and rest-

Amy Moss Strong, The World

Campers at Bullards Beach State Park enjoy one more day before the Oregon 
Parks and Recreation Department shut down the entire state park system 
today.
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