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 � Photo gallery: Bandon girls earn trip to state.
 � Photo gallery: Volunteers plan 4,500 trees.

AT THEWORLDLINK.COM

Serving Oregon’s South Coast Since 1878

Cancellations 
SOLVE beach cleanup rescheduled among 
other event closings, Page A3

Leaving New England

Brady looks for new team, B1 
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Day 1 of school closures: deep cleaning begins

Steve Hungerford

Owner, The World

Just six weeks after purchasing 
The World and its sister newspapers 
in Reedsport and Bandon, our com-
pany – like you – now is dealing with 
the impact of the highly infectious 
coronavirus.

To do that, we all need as much 
information as we can get, as life 
around us changes rapidly and dra-
matically. So beginning today, here 
are just a few of the things we’re 
doing to help:

• We’re making it easier to get 
your daily news, by cutting The 
World’s two-month subscription 
price in half. You’ll get our newspa-
per delivered to your door – plenty of 
social distance - for $14.99 a month 
up until the first of June. All you 
need do is sign up before the end of 
March.

• We’re no longer charging extra 
for you to receive The World on 
“premium” days … the Black Friday 
before Christmas, for example.

• And we’re permanently reducing 
the price of the Saturday newspaper 
by half. It will be $2 over the coun-
ter, rather than $4.

• Meantime, we’re giving every-
one – paid subscriber or not – free 
access to The World’s informative 
website, theworldlink.com, until 
May 1.

All in addition to devoting the 
majority of our local news coverage 
to the fast-spreading virus and what 
we can do to cope with it.

That’s what community newspa-
pers are supposed to do.

 We want 
to keep you 
informed

JILLIAn WArd

The World

COOS COUNTY — The deep 
cleaning process began in schools 
as they entered Day 1 of govern-
ment-mandated closures, all in an 
effort to slow down the spread of 
COVID-19.

At the Coquille School District, 
Superintendent Tim Sweeney said 
the deep cleaning has gone well so 
far and that the district got a head 
start on it last Friday.

“The only school we had run-
ning on Friday was the Coquille 
Junior and Senior High School … 
the rest were closed for spring con-
ferences so that allowed us to start 
cleaning in those buildings,” 
Sweeney said.

As of Monday morning, he said 
the school buses were already deep 
cleaned for the district.

Tenneal Wetherell, superinten-
dent for South Coast Education 
Service District, said that the 
school closures are still projected 
to end April 1. But since the 
COVID-19 situations changes by 
the hour, districts are also trying to 
prepare for longer closures just in 
case.

“If (the closures) are extended 

… at this point everyone is doing 
their best to analyze the situation 
and are waiting for additional guid-
ance from the governor’s office,” 
she said. “We’ve been informed 
(the state) will contemplate addi-
tional, more lengthy closures next 
week.”

Knowing these school closures 
could potentially be extended, 
Wetherell explained the challenges 
school districts would face to pro-
vide online education. Online 
education must ensure all students 
have full access to online program-
ming, that students also have 
access to meals, counseling, and 
that English Language Learners 
have continued specialized instruc-
tion.

“The requirements are pretty 
wide and difficult to meet in an 
online environment, but especially 
if you don’t already have an online 
environment,” Wetherell said. “In 
addition, (districts) would have to 
provide training to staff and stu-
dents to access the online school. 
Students must also have access to a 
computer and the internet to do 
their schoolwork. Considering all 
those major factors, small school 
districts who don’t already have an 

online presence would really strug-
gle to put those in place in short 
order in the next couple of weeks.”

In the Bandon School District, 
Superintendent Doug Ardiana sent 
out a letter to the district’s staff and 
families outlining the challenges it 
faces as the pandemic surges.

“At this historic time in our 
nation, state, community, and 
school district, the Bandon School 
District is taking care of … stu-
dents and staff,” Ardiana wrote.

He cited a weekend update from 
the Oregon Department of 
Education acknowledging the 
impact of distance learning, echo-
ing Wetherell’s concerns.

“‘At this time, Oregon does not 
have the statewide capacity, infra-
structure or expertise to equitably 
move to online learning in the 
event of prolonged school clo-
sures,’” Ardiana quoted from the 
ODE update. “‘ODE does not 
expect districts to transition to 
online learning as schools close for 
health and safety reasons.’”

Ardiana wrote that the Bandon 
School District would not be pre-
pared to meet the requirements for 
an online school at this time “based 
on considerations of equity and dis-

parities between subpopulations.”
“The plan shared on Friday to 

send home work for the seven days 
of the current closure is still the 
plan as it meets the ODE guid-
ance…,” Ardiana wrote. “At this 
time, we are asking that teachers do 
NOT add to the optional assign-
ments sent home. We are still 
working and waiting for guidance 
from ODE regarding next steps and 
want to ensure that any work pro-
vided will not be wasted time for 
all.”

In the meantime, the district is 
opening its buildings to staff 
Monday, March 16 to Wednesday, 
March 18 to allow personal items 
to be removed from classrooms and 
workspaces. However, this does 
not mean staff can work in this 
time.

“Lastly we want to remind each 
and every member of the BSD fam-
ily to use caution in this time of 
uncertainty,” Ardiana wrote. 
“Follow the guidance of the CDC 
and WHO by participating in social 
distancing, adequate hygiene, and 
limit all travel. We do not know 
what the future may hold and want 
to ensure that all district personnel 
is safe during this time.”

Contributed photo by Supt. Tim Sweeney

Julie Carlson works on deep cleaning the daycare at Coquille School District on Monday as school closures begin. The deep 
cleaning is being done in every building on the Coquille School District campus to help stop the spread of COVID-19.
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nICHoLAS JoHnSon

The World

SALEM — Governor Kate Brown 
announced updated statewide social 
distancing measures Monday after-
noon declaring that as of March 17, 
all bars and restaurants will be closed 
for the next four weeks in response to 
the coronavirus, also known as 
COVID-19.

Restaurants, bars and other estab-
lishments that offer food or beverages 
for sale are restricted to carry-out and 
delivery only, with no on-site con-
sumption permitted. Hospitals, 
workplaces and other essential facili-
ties are exempted. 

New social distancing also man-
dates that all events and gatherings 
with 25 or more people be canceled 
for the next four weeks. It is the 
state’s suggestion that people not 
gather in groups larger than 10.

Businesses exempt from the 25-or-
more persons mandate include 
pharmacies, grocery stores and retail 
stores. 

Those who refuse to comply with 
the state mandate may be charged 
with a Class C misdemeanor.

Coos County Commissioners hold emergency meeting
AMAndA LInAreS

tHe WorLd 

COOS COUNTY — The Coos County Board 
of Commissioners held an emergency meeting 
Friday, March 13 to discuss COVID-19, the 
novel coronavirus, and its impact to county 
employees and operations.

Commissioners met Friday to review ways it 
can proactively protect its employees as well as 
community members throughout Coos County 
as daily restrictions and limitations arise state-
wide.  

Coos County Commissioner Melissa Cribbins 
said the county is continuing to follow directives 
from the Centers for Disease Control and 

Prevention and its recommendations.
As of now, county officials have been advised 

to avoid in-person meetings and to reschedule 
all travel, gatherings, workshops and trainings 
for a later date if possible.

According to Cribbins, employees are encour-
aged to telecommute as much as possible. If an 
in-person meeting is unavoidable then folks are 
being told to keep their meetings short and 
inside large rooms where they can socially dis-
tance themselves from others.

The CDC is suggesting people stay at least 
six feet away from anyone who is symptomatic 
or appears to be sick. County employees are also 
being reminded to increase their cleaning prac-
tices and to wipe down all surfaces, tables, 

keyboards and mouses especially after meet-
ings.

All non-essential work sessions are being 
canceled and postponed to future dates, said 
Cribbins. She added the board will be reviewing 
its pandemic policies and discussing possibly 
declaring a local emergency today at its regu-
larly scheduled board meeting in Coquille.

The board also briefly discussed streaming 
upcoming meetings and town halls virtually as 
another option for the near future. With things 
changing so quickly, Cribbins said it’s given the 
county an opportunity to examine how it con-
ducts its day-to-day operations and how it can 
continue to keep community members informed 
and safe.
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