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 � Photo gallery: Bandon girls earn trip to state.
 � Photo gallery: Volunteers plan 4,500 trees.
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VFW Scholarships
Essay contest earns dozens of local 
students college funds, Page A2

Lakers swimming

SWOCC shines at nationals, B1 

AMANDA LINARES

The World

COOS COUNTY — A ribbon cut-
ting ceremony is being held Thursday 
at the South Coast Hospice Thrift 
Store to unveil its new donor recogni-
tion wall and community-sharing 
program, as well as to introduce its 
new executive director to the com-
munity.

Lorell Durkee, new CEO/
Executive Director of South Coast 
Hospice, who replaced long-time 
CEO Linda Grile who retired last 
year, said the ceremony will not only 
celebrate the countless people who 
have supported its thrift store for 
more than 20 years, but it’ll also 
introduce its new community pro-

gram.
According to Durkee, the “Pay It 

Forward” program will reuse, refur-
bish and recycle 100 percent of the 
store’s unsellable items which often 
includes pieces that are damaged or 
dirty.

With no resources available to 
clean or repair the items, the store has 
for years been forced to dispose of 
them, said Durkee. In the past several 
days, volunteers have disposed of 
nearly 3,500 pounds of damaged or 
dirty household items, clothing, small 
appliances, furniture and other donat-
ed items unfit for sale.

In an effort to cut down on its 
waste and find new homes for these 
items, Durkee said she reached out to 
a number of local nonprofits in need 
of supplies, clothes and furniture. In 
the hopes of expanding its reach and 
helping folks all around the county, 
Durkee said she’s excited to get the 
word out for other nonprofits who 
may be interested in joining.

Organization such as the Devereux 

Center, Oregon Coast Community 
Action, Operation Rebuild Hope and 
CASA of Coos County as well as 
numerous other nonprofits around 
Coos County have already 
expressed their interest in the new 
program, she said.

Once it’s up and running, the orga-
nizations will enter the program by 
signing a commitment letter and 
agreement to join. From there, each 
nonprofit will identify and outline the 

NICHOLAS JOHNSON
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COOS COUNTY — Bicoastal Media is gearing 
up for its 15th annual Radioathon to raise money 
for St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital.

On March 19 and 20 from 6 a.m. to 7 p.m. Hot 
Country 97.3 will be fundraising for the childhood 
cancer treatment and research organization.

“We’ve been working since the close of our last 
Radioathon last March to get ready for this one,” 
Operations Manager Barry Lyons said. “Every bit 
of it is for the kids. To help kids all over the world, 
as well as the kids here in our community. We have 
a lot of kids in our community that are affected 
directly by St. Jude.”

For the second year in a row, the two-day fund-
raiser will be hosted by Lyons and Marketing 
Social Media manager Kristi Rigel of Bicoastal.

“Our biggest goal is to drive people to become a 
partner, and sign up for the $20 a month. With the 
partnership, they get a ‘This Shirt Saves Lives’ 
T-shirt,” Rigel said.

Last year, the Radioathon raised around $36,000 
in just two days for St. Jude, and this year the goal 
is to break $40,000. If an undisclosed amount of 
money is raised, Rigel said she will get the St. Jude 
logo tattooed on her.

“If we raise even more, then Barry will get it 
tattooed on him, and he’s never had a tattoo before. 

Ribbon cutting 

ceremony set    

for Thursday

Please see DONOR, Page A8 Please see SHIP, Page A8

Please see RADIOTHON, Page A7
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Bicoastal Media representatives Kristi Rigel and Barry Lyons will be on air 
raising funds March 19 and 20 for the 15th annual Radioathon for St. Jude 
Children's Research Hospital.

15th annual Radioathon    

to raise funds for St. Jude
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COOS BAY — The oldest build-
ing in the Coos Bay School District is 
being demolished this week.

The almost 100-year-old Harding 
Learning Center, on 755 S. Seventh 
Street, is being torn down as part of 
the $59.9 million Coos Bay BEST 
Bond. The new Marshfield Junior 
High will be constructed in its place, 
scheduled to open in 2021.

“The demolition process on the 
Harding Learning Center is sched-
uled beginning this week and the IT 
department has set up a video stream 
that will go live (Tuesday) and cover 
the demolition,” wrote the Coos Bay 
School District in an email to The 
World. “The goal (of the livestream) 
is to allow people to see it, but pre-
vent traffic congestion. Once the 
demo is complete IT also plans to do 
a time lapse of the demolition as 
well.”

The livestream will be active start-
ing at 7 a.m. on tomorrow, but the 
district said it is unsure when demoli-
tion will begin.

To view the livestream, visit 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=
yozvmKcO7I8&feature=youtu.be&f
bclid=IwAR0iJ1SGVuOgfX4mTI5te
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Sharlee I. Bong sorts clothing Saturday at the South Coast Hospice Thrift Store on Meade Street in North Bend.

South Coast Hospice to unveil 

new donor recognition wall
Thousands 

on virus ship 

wait to leave
OAKLAND, Calif. (AP) — 

Thousands of passengers aboard a 
cruise ship struck by the coronavirus 
waited anxiously Tuesday for their 
turn to leave the vessel, even if it 
meant being shipped to military bases 
for weeks of quarantine.

After days of being forced to idle 
off the Northern California coast, the 
Grand Princess docked Monday at 
the Port of Oakland with some 3,500 
passengers and crew on board.å

“Everyone was hollering and clap-
ping” as the giant vessel sailed under 
the Golden Gate Bridge and entered 

Shoppers leave the South Coast Hospice Thrift Store on 
Meade Street in North Bend on Saturday.

http://theworldlink.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=�
http://theworldlink.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A8&uuid=1a7ec9cf-7730-59fa-a700-505956f4f6d1
http://theworldlink.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=B1&uuid=1a7ec9cf-7730-59fa-a700-505956f4f6d1
http://theworldlink.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A8&uuid=1a7ec9cf-7730-59fa-a700-505956f4f6d1
http://theworldlink.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=�
http://theworldlink.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=B1&uuid=1a7ec9cf-7730-59fa-a700-505956f4f6d1
http://theworldlink.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A8&uuid=1a7ec9cf-7730-59fa-a700-505956f4f6d1
http://theworldlink.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A8&uuid=1a7ec9cf-7730-59fa-a700-505956f4f6d1
http://theworldlink.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A7&uuid=1a7ec9cf-7730-59fa-a700-505956f4f6d1

