
Monday, Jan. 11, 2021

Wednesday, April 27, 2016

Phone 541-347-2423 1185 Baltimore Ave. SE Bandon, Oregon

coffee
break

Published by
BandonWestern
WORLD

FREE DAILY

MORNING NEWS
ALSO AVAILABLE ON LINE AT

bandonwesternworld.com

Today’s Tides: Highs 3:20am, 6.40
ft, 5:04pm, 5.36 ft; Lows 10:22am,
0.12 ft, 10:19pm, 3.07 ft

Bandon Today
Senior Center, 9 am to 4 pm, Barn.

Dial-a-Ride public transportation, 
9 am to 4 pm 541-347-4131.

Coastal Harvest Gleaners food 
distribution, 9 a.m., 870 Second
St. SE, (entrance on Third St.
behind First Baptist Church).

Watercolor and crafts, 9:30 to 
11:30 am, Senior Center, Barn.

Bandon Historical Society Museum,
10 am to 4 pm, Hwy 101 and
Fillmore.

Visitor Information Center, 10 am to
4 pm, Old Town.

Toddlers' Story Time, 11-11:30 p.m.,
Bandon Library.

AA meeting, noon, Holy Trinity
Catholic Church.

Lions Club, noon, Barn.

Games of choice, 1 to 4 pm, Senior
Center, Barn.

Free knitting/crochet workshop,
1-3 p.m., The Wool Company, 990
2nd St. SE.

Pinochle, 1 to 4 pm, Senior Center,
Barn.

Preschoolers' Story Time, 1:30-
2:30 p.m., Bandon Library.

Narcotics Anonymous, 6:30 p.m.,
Harvard St. Apts. office.

AA Fresh Air Group, 8 pm, Unity of
Bandon, closed meeting.

PAHLS FAMILY DENTISTRY is 
now offering CEREC one-day 
crowns to our patients. No more 
temporary crowns, impressions, or 
multiple office visits. Call today to 
schedule a consult to see if you are 
eligible. Accepting new patients. 
541.396.2242.
“Let our family serve yours.”

Need reliable help with yard work, 
cleaning & organizing. Truck helpful, 
$10/hr. 541-347-2626, 541-297-7344.

Bandon High School Football team
Golf Scramble. May 7, Bandon Cross-
ings Golf Course. Shotgun Start 
11:30am. Registration 10am. $80 a 
player/ $320 per 4 person Team. Info, 
call Tobias Robinson at 541-260-4207.

LOST: WHITE//GRAY FEMALE SIA-
MESE CAT wearing a cone, near 
Bandon High School. Blind in the right 
eye. 541-294-1711.

Needed: a supervisor, front desk, 
handy person, house keeper. Please 
bring resume to Table Rock Motel.

General Dentist, Implant Dentistry

Did you know?
Did you know that dental implants can help to
strengthen bone and to save your existing teeth?

It’s true! Dental implants exercise and
strengthen bone which resorbs when teeth are
lost. They also help distribute chewing forces,
which reduces stress on existing teeth, and
helps prevent damage to good teeth.

We’ve come a long way!
With excellent dental care from Dr. Strong, you
will protect your teeth, look great, and feel even
better. With dental implants, you can now keep
your smile for a lifetime! We’re here to help!

New Patient Exam Special! $99
Exam, Xrays, Intraoral photos. Regularly $240. Cash offer only

Flexible Payment Plans
Ask Us About Implants!

541-347-5555

Personalized and Comfortable
Dental Care for the Whole Family

Happily Accepting New Patients!

Andrew J. Oas, DMD General Dentist
Crowns from $699 • Root Canal Therapy • Extractions
Care Credit Available • Braces by Sierk Orthodontics

Emergencies Welcome • Same Day Treatment
1097 Baltimore Ave., Bandon OR

4 X-Rays
Exam

Cleaning
$79

541-329-0550
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MICK’S BARBER 
SHOP: father/son bar-
ber shop. Across from 
the post office. Monday - 
Friday, 9 a.m.-5:30 p.m. 
541-347-2207.
---------------------------------
NAPIER AUTO BODY 
Now offering detailing! 
541-347-3219 

BANDON MINI-STORAGE.  
Temp. controlled; RV & 
boat storage.  
50317  Hwy. 101 South. 
541-347-1190.
BANDON E-Z STORAGE.  
Affordable plus Boat/RV. 
370 11th St. SE, 
541-347-9629.
BANDON MINI-STORAGE, 
temp controlled, 88371 
Hwy. 42S,  541-347-5040.
Ask for Manager’s Special
---------------------------------
We’re open!! Dragonfly 
Farm & Nursery 2 miles 
North of Langlois off of 
HWY 101 is now open 
for the season 7 days 
a week 10am-4pm. We 
have bare root berries 
and trees, bagged soil, 
shrubs, house plants 
and more! Visit our 
website for details www.
dragonflyfarmlanglois.
com or give us a call: 
541-844-5559.
---------------------------------
11 ACRE RETREAT
East of Bandon, Dutch 
Styled two story home, 
3 Bedrooms, 2 bath + 
greenhouse.  Separate 
large SHOP, Small animal 
indoor stalls, deluxe 
poultry house, new well.  
$549,000 Call Fred 
Gernandt, Broker
541-290-9444 D.L. David 
Real Estate

CHAS WALDROP REAL 
ESTATE LLC. 
Providing Personal 
Professional Real Estate 
Service. Since 1988. 
Call for a No Cost, No 
Obligation, Broker Price 
Opinion for Your Home 
& Property. “Dedicated 
to Excellence” 541-347-
9455.
---------------------------------
COASTAL SOTHEBY’S

INTERNATIONAL
REALTY

Have you been contem-
plating selling your real

estate? Then do the 
sensible thing and ob-
tain a Market Analysis 
and Opinion of Value 
from an experienced, 
professional Realtor. 

Call Dan Cirigliano at 
541.297.2427, or come 

by one of our convenient 
locations. Bandon office 
at the comer of Hwy 101 
& Seabird Drive or our 
Branch office in Coos 
Bay at 196 South Sec-
ond Street and ask for
Dan C. Experience a 

higher level of service!

OCEAN TERRACE 
Homesites just off of 
Seabird Drive, short 
stroll to Ocean. Sur-
veyed. Water. Sewer. 
Paved street. EZ owner 
financing $69,500. Call/
txt Fred Gernandt, Bro-
ker, 541 290 9444 D. L. 
Davis Real Estate
---------------------------------
JUST CALL JIM! Jim 
Burgett pumps & water 
filters. Service for all 
makes & types. 541-
404-8300 or 541-347-
2211
---------------------------------
JOIN US TO SEW for 
charity @ Dew Valley 
Club. Quilts, potholders, 
cutlery for sale. Mon. 
9-3. 5 mil. S Bandon. 
541-252-8162

BUYING RVs. Gib’s 
RV is looking for clean 
pre-owned RVs to buy/
consign. No fee con-
signments. We make 

house calls. 
541-888-3424.

PATRICK MYERS 
TREE SERVICE.   
Certified arborist. 50 
yrs. exp. Free esti-
mates. 541-347-9124 
or 541-290-7530. Lic. 
#116632. Stump grind-
ing, hazardous removal, 
pruning hedges and 
brush clipping. Serving 
Bandon area since 
1995

BALTIMORE CENTRE
Mail & Ship

FedEx UPS Postal
541-347-5351

Copy Fax Notary
Laser Engraving

Vinyl Signs
Crystal’s Nifty Thrifty

623-233-9587
1130 Baltimore Ave SE

Andrew J. Oas, DMD General Dentist
Crowns • Root Canal Therapy • Extractions

Care Credit Available • Braces by Sierk Orthodontics
Emergencies Welcome • Same Day Treatment

1097 Baltimore Ave., Bandon OR • 541-329-0550

Andrew J. Oas, DMD General Dentist
Crowns • Root Canal Therapy • Extractions

Care Credit Available • Braces by Sierk Orthodontics
Emergencies Welcome • Same Day Treatment

1097 Baltimore Ave., Bandon OR • 541-329-0550

AA Daily Meetings
For those interested in
Bandon AA meetings, 
visit: http://www.aa-
district30-ar- ea58.org/
bandon.htm
 

Monday 
12:00pm survivors group 
Holy Trinity Catholic 
Church 355 Oregon Ave. 
10:00 am “The Broad 
Highway” Group, Holy 
Trinity Catholic Church, 
355 Oregon Ave. 
7:30pm Bandon AA 
Men’s Group, Bandon 
Episcopal Church, 8th & 
Franklin.  Enter in Back 
8th Street.  

Tuesday
8:00am Bandon AA, 
Bandon Episcopal 
Church 8th & Franklin, 
Enter in Back 8th Street. 

Tides
Monday’s Highs:
9:52 am, 8.46 ft
11:45 pm, 6.32 ft.
Monday’s Lows:
3:52 am, 3.30 ft.
5:04 pm, -1.24 ft.

Tuesday’s High:
10:42 am, 8.51 ft.
Tuesday’s  Lows:
4:48 am, 3.25 ft.
5:51 pm, -1.43 ft.

General Dentist, Implant Dentistry

New Patient Exam Special! $99
Exam, Xrays, Intraoral photos.

Regularly $240. Cash offer only

Sedation Options Available
Ask Us About Implants!

541-347-5555

Personalized Care for Your Needs
Dentistry with a Difference!

Did you know?

Did you know that sour candies erode tooth
enamel and speed up decay?

It’s True! Sour candies contain citric acid
which erodes tooth enamel much faster than
any other food. Most sour candies are more
acidic than vinegar, and are in contact with
teeth for prolonged periods as the candy is
eaten. Rinsing after sour candy helps.

We’ve come a long way! With excellent
dental care from Dr. Strong, you will protect
your teeth, look great, and feel even better.
With dental implants, you can now keep your
smile for a lifetime! Dentistry with a difference!

Happy New Year!
We are grateful for each one of 
our friends,

And wish you a prosperous 
new year,

Filled with joy and good health.

Thank you for your trust in our care.

-Dr. Strong
  and the Strong Team

New Patient Exam $179New Patient Exam $179
     With $40 off on your first cleaning. Cash offer only   With $40 off on your first cleaning. Cash offer only

541-982-2467541-982-2467

 General Dentist, Implant Dentistry General Dentist, Implant Dentistry

Enhanced Safety for You,Enhanced Safety for You,
Our Community and Out TeamOur Community and Out Team
With Complete Air ExchangeWith Complete Air Exchange

Sedation Option AvailableSedation Option Available
Ask us about Implants!Ask us about Implants!

Rain or Shine
n oorrr SSShhiineeClassi� eds Work!

541-266-6069541-347-2423

Sell Your 
Home Fast!

List it in The World 
Classi� eds!
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Now is the time to 
clear that Gorse! Big 
Foot Stump Grinding 
LLC does Gorse and 

Brush Clearing.  Stump 
Grinding, Tractor Services, 

Landscape Maint.
We are Licensed, 

Bonded and Insured.  
LCB#9933 Serving Bandon 
and Surrounding Areas, 

Find us on fb.
Big Foot Stump Grinding 

LLC (541) 366-1036
---------------------------------
IT’S MATTRESS SALE 
TIME AT HENNICKS 
FURNITURE! Up to 
40% off! It’s time to Love 
Your Bedtime. Hennick’s 
Furniture, 88298 Hwy 42 
South (541)329-1233. 
Open Mon-Sat, 9:30-
5:30. Shop online at: 
www.hennicksfurniture.com
---------------------------------
Gutters, debris clean-
up, dump runs, yard 
work & more. Call Pat 
@ 541-551-5144. Free 
estimates. After 6 pm 
call 541-329-2261.

WINTER PROJECTS? 
Rodriguez Gardening 
& Maintenance has 
you covered. From 
lawn mowing, brush 
clearing, hauling, 
trimming, edging, 
pruning, weed control 
& more! Just give us 
a call for an estimate 
at (541)260-3553 
or (541)260-4478. 
Licensed (#8318) & 
insured!

 

---------------------------------
NOW HIRING LINE 
COOK and DISH 
WASHER. Apply in 
person at Wheelhouse 
Restaurant, 125 Chi-
cago Ave., Old Town. 
831-566-5869.
---------------------------------

JBJ TREE & LAWN 
SERVICE LLC 

JOHN 541-260-8166 
CCB# 211687 Lawn 

Maintenance Hardscape 
Tree Removal Brushing 

Site Clearing
---------------------------------
CD COMING DUE? 
Compare our rates. 
Call Bart Stein, Finan-
cial Advisor at Edward 
Jones @ 541-347-8360. 
Member SIPC.

Pacific Coast Medical 
Park Suite E: 576 SQ 
$1150. Lrg medical room 
that can be used for 
surgery or radiology. 2 
Exam rooms. ADA re-
strooms, extra storage, 
reception area. Easy 
access to the elevator. 
All utilities incl. Newer 
medical facility. 1-year 
lease negotiable. Grand 
Management Services 
541-269-5561

---------------------------------
SCHEDULE A FREE 
ANNUITY REVIEW 
today. Call Bart Stein, 
Financial Advisor at Ed-
ward Jones @ 541-347-
8360. Member SIPC.
---------------------------------
Moving. 9.8 Horse Nis-
san Motor. Elec. start, 
excellent shape. $850 
obo. 220v furnace, sit-
ting on a pedestal puts 
out a lot of heat. $250. 
12ft. carport $100. 541-
290-5753.

LOOKING FOR OF-
FICE SPACE? Located 
in Bandon’s Historic 
Coast Guard Building 
on the Coquille River. 
This office is $383.91/
month and has 330 sq. 
ft. of laminate floors and 
beautiful built in closets 
to store your files. Our 
location in Old Town 
Bandon is within walk-
ing distance to most of 
the restaurants, shops 
and Port of Bandon’s 
Farmers Market. Avail-
able Now. Call (541) 
347-3206 to set up an 
appointment.
---------------------------------
The Port of Bandon 
will hold it’s Regular 
Commission Meeting 
January 28, 2021, 
at 5:00pm via Zoom 
teleconference. To 
join Zoom Meeting: 
https://us02web.zoom.
us/j/82793956430then 
enter Meeting ID: 827 
9395 6430 . Or dial 1 
(253) 215- 8782 and en-
ter Meeting ID: 827 9395 
6430. For more infor-
mation or assistance on 
joining meeting, please 
call (541) 347-3206 or 
visit www.portofbandon.
com
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BLUE SKY TREE SERVICE 
AND PRESERVATION

Tree Removals and Trimming 
Hazard Tree Specialist

Stump Grinding
Historical Tree Preservation

Consulting Arborist
ISA Tree Risk Assessor Qualified

 Line Clearance Certified 
Brush and Gorse Removal

Serving the
Southern Oregon Coast

24 HOUR  24 HOUR  
EMERGENCY SERVICEEMERGENCY SERVICE

541-347-7400    www.blueskytreesvc.com 

FREE
Estimates

PN-7183A
CCB# 152469

Home Furnishings?
Find what you need in 
The World Classifi eds!

WWWW-III WWWWWWW
M - TH 10AM - 4PM

BANDON IT

780 2ND ST SE STE 2

1.888.236.3228

WWWW-III WWWWWWW
M - TH 10AM - 4PM

BANDON IT

780 2ND ST SE STE 2

1.888.236.3228

M - TH 10AM - 4PM

BANDON IT

780 2ND ST SE STE 2

1.888.236.3228

Searching for 
your Dream Home?

Try 
The World 

Classifi eds!

We can help 
make your dream 

come true!

www.theworldlink.com

Too Much 
Stuff?

To list, call us at 
541-266-6069

Sell it in 
The World 

Classi� eds!

541-347-2423

To list, call us at 
541-266-6069

Sell it in The 
World Classi� eds!

541-347-2423

Kari Sholter, 541-266-6047
westernworld@countrymedia.net



COFFEE BREAK  MONDAY, JANUARY 11, 2021 | A3

Bandon Western World
By: steven Greif 

Local residents under 
the age of 80 have no 
direct recollections of the 
largest crisis to hit the 
South Coast during the 
last century — America’s 
entrance into World War 
II. Revisiting the history 
of the early 1940s, how-
ever, can provide lessons 
about sacrifice, adapta-
tion, and ingenuity as 
Coos citizens cope with 
the COVID-19 pandemic 
in 2020.

Unlike today’s micro-
scopic coronavirus, the 
enemy after December 
7, 1941, was clearly 
visible. Japan’s attack 
on Pearl Harbor spurred 
Americans to fight an 
obvious security risk. 
Yet similarly, federal and 
state governments issued 
numerous directives and 
laws against the “enemy” 
that dramatically changed 
the daily lives of citizens 
throughout the nation and 
the South Coast.

Beaches were closed 
to the public and the 
roads west of Charles-
ton were off-limits to 
all but essential traffic. 
A Navy installation was 
built at Coos Head and 
Louis Simpson’s home 
at Shore Acres was taken 
over by the Army to 
protect the West Coast. 
The North Bend Airport 
was converted to a naval 
air station with pilots 
dropping dummy bombs 
on targets on the dunes. 
Coast Guard personnel 
and citizen volunteers 
patrolled the beaches 
with dogs or on horse-
back in anticipation of 
an invasion by Japan. 
Marshfield student Philip 
Matson was only 15 
(and under the legal age 
requirement) when he 
joined local reserves. He 
had just learned how to 
drive. But as older men 
were shipped off to the 
South Pacific, he wanted 
to “do his bit” and was 
soon patrolling local 

beaches in a jeep, often 
alone, on 6 to 12-hour 
shifts. “My driving skills 
were improved consider-
ably,” he recalled.

Perhaps 2,000 to 3,000 
volunteers served at over 
30 stations of the Aircraft 
Warning System on the 
South Coast during the 
war. They coordinated 
with the Army to report 
potential enemy aircraft. 
Children were even 
involved. A lookout was 
constructed atop Bandon 
High and was manned 
primarily by high school 
boys. In south Coos 
County, an 8-foot by 
8-foot shack was built 
across from the Bridge 
School. During the day, 
sixth, seventh, and eighth 
graders would take turns 
manning the post. If a 
plane was sighted, the 
children were told to run 
and tell their principal. 
The cupola of the old 
Myrtle Point High School 
building was manned by 
the Bobcats.

Coos citizens obeyed 
government “blackout” 
directives designed 
to make it harder for 
enemy planes to bomb 
the South Coast at night. 
In late October, 1941, a 
10-minute county-wide 
emergency blackout 
system was tested. The 
lights even went out that 
night during the football 
game at Marshfield with 
Hood River High. After 
Pearl Harbor, there were 
no longer night football 
games for the duration 
of the war. All over the 
county curtains were 
pulled over windows at 
night, streetlights were 
shut off, and special cov-
erings dimmed car head-
lights. Blackout wardens 
patrolled neighborhoods 
to insure compliance.

Speaking of sports, au-
tomobile and motorcycle 
racing were suspended 
entirely in the U.S. for 
the duration of the war 
due to gas and rubber 
rationing. The 1942 Rose 
Bowl football game (won 

by Oregon State) was 
moved from California 
to the East Coast. The 
Olympics intended for 
Tokyo in 1940, and the 
games scheduled for 
London in 1944, were 
both canceled.

Like today’s 
COVID-19 crisis, es-
sential and non-essential 
workers were identified. 
People weren’t quaran-
tined but were told to 
stay close to home or 
work in case of an attack. 
A local civilian defense 
official said that, “if and 
when enemy planes are 
sighted over Coos Coun-
ty,” steps would be taken 
to evacuate non-essential 
workers. As for essen-
tial workers — “We’ll 
stay here and take it,” he 
declared. The official was 
concerned about having 
enough protective equip-
ment, however. He hoped 
that “gas masks, pump-
ers, and fireboats” could 
be rushed to the South 
Coast in an emergency. 
The threat of an air raid 
was not an idle one. The 
only direct hit of the war 
by a Japanese plane on 
the lower 48 states did 
occur on the South Coast 
in September, 1942. 
A floatplane, launched 
from a Japanese subma-
rine, dropped incendiary 
bombs near Port Orford 
and Brookings with the 
intention of starting 
widespread forest fires.

Schools have been 
closed in Oregon during 
the spring quarter of 
2020. They were open in 
WWII but student/faculty 
life was still impacted by 
the war. After Pearl Har-
bor, the State Department 
of Education requested 
that all manual training 
classes in Oregon high 
schools build 50 airplane 
models for use in the 
emergency training pro-
gram in enemy aircraft 
identification. Home eco-
nomics courses stressed 
household conservation. 
Science instruction em-
phasized radio operations 

and aeronautics and some 
NBHS students took 
aviation classes at the 
Navy airfield. Physi-
cal education classes 
expanded. North Bend 
High started a gun club, 
an archery club, and a 
fencing club. The school 
district purchased a film 
called “Fighting Incen-
diary Bombs” that was 
shown to students. With 
so many men enlisting 
for the military and some 
women taking jobs in 
war production factories, 
the school board worried 
about its ability to staff 
the schools with teachers. 
As a result, in 1942, the 
board rescinded a policy 
against the hiring of 
married female teachers. 
The next year the NB 
board responded to a plea 
from the U.S. Employ-
ment Service to use 
high school students to 
assist in Coos County’s 
fall cranberry harvest in 
several commercial bogs 
in the Bangor area of the 
city.

By 1943, every male 
student who turned 18 by 
the end of the school year 
was drafted into military 
service. Hugh Milleson, a 
football player for North 
Bend Coach Vic Adams, 
recalled that early in the 
spring the boys were 
all sent to Portland for 
physical exams. They 
took every student in the 
senior class. “We were 
sworn in and then taken 
back to North Bend and 
back to school. After 
graduation, we were 
shipped out about five 
days later to Fort Lew-
is,” said Milleson. “We 
traveled by train with 
boys from Marshfield 
High. Then we were 
really in the armed forces 
… Everyone that was 
physically fit was in the 
armed forces, even if you 
did not want to go. I was 
not too crazy about going 
into the army but did not 
have a choice. You could 
not stay and work or go 
to college. Uncle Sam 

wanted you!”
During our current 

crisis, citizens worry 
about the availability of 
certain grocery items. In 
WWII, the government 
actually restricted citizen 
shopping so that supplies 
could be used for the 
war effort. Meat, sugar, 
eggs, butter and other 
products could only be 
purchased with limited 
ration stamps that were 
distributed periodically in 
ration books. Many items 
were in short supply. The 
American Fat Salvage 
Committee was created 
to urge housewives to 
save all the excess fat 
rendered from cooking 
and donate it to the Army 
to produce explosives. 
Almost everyone com-
plied with these mea-
sures.

During WWII, there 
was, in effect, a travel 
ban. Unless you were 
deemed an essential 
worker (like my grandfa-
ther, Roland Greif, who 
delivered milk to homes), 
drivers were issued an 
“A” sticker for their 
windshields which enti-
tled them to four gallons 
of gasoline a week. No 
cars, commercial trucks, 
or auto parts were made 
from February 1942 to 
October 1945. All sales 
of cars were frozen by 
the government’s Office 
of Production Manage-
ment as car companies 
converted their produc-
tion lines to military 
equipment.

Many people during 
the coronavirus event 
have been thrown out of 
work. During WWII, the 
employment picture in 
Coos County was also 
muddled. When Japan 
diverted its civilian ships 
to assist with its con-
quest of China in 1937, 
the Coos Bay Logging 
Company had to curtail 
production because it had 
relied on Japanese ships 
to transport logs to Asia. 
In 1938, the Coos Bay 
Pulp Corporation found 

itself without a mar-
ket since it was almost 
totally dependent upon 
exports to Japan. In the 
year after Pearl Harbor, 
lumber mills slowed pro-
duction when President 
Roosevelt banned all 
non-defense construction 
and commandeered many 
civilian ships for military 
use rather than lumber 
transport.

Bay Area employers 
also became increas-
ingly worried about the 
loss of skilled workers 
to Portland shipyards or 
airplane plants in Cali-
fornia or Seattle. The use 
of the chainsaw, which 
replaced the crosscut saw 
– and other types of new 
technology – began to 
revolutionize the timber 
industry. The workforce 
changed when women 
took wage labor jobs 
during the war in indus-
tries, like timber, that 
had traditionally been 
the purview of men. Of 
the 1,200 employees at 
the Evans Products Co. 
in south Coos Bay, 800 
were women during the 
war working primarily in 
the production of battery 
separators.

The saying “necessity 
is the mother of inven-
tion” held true during 
WWII. Radar, nylon, 
synthetic rubber, super-
glue, computers, and 
penicillin were just some 
of the things developed 
as result of the war effort. 
It is the hope that scien-
tists can soon develop 
tests, medical equipment, 
and vaccines to make our 
world a safer place in the 
2020s.

Searching for 
your Dream Home?

Try 
The World 

Classifi eds!

We can help 
make your dream 

come true!

www.theworldlink.com

Echoes of a Crisis: The South Coast during WWII
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Four ride their way to cycle success 
November 16, 2000
By: Jamie Lawson

Commitment. That is 
what it takes when kids 
and young adults enter the 
world of motocross.

Oregon is a haven for 
the dirt and speed con-
noisseur. Outdoor tracks 
can be found in Salem, 
Albany, Roseburg and 
Klamath Falls, while an 
indoor track exists in 
Salem.

And these bike riders 
go to all of them, spend-
ing almost every weekend 
during the summer on the 
road.

The motocross summer 
season, along with the 
offseason events, involve 
everyone from parent 
to sister to brother, and 
from finding a campsite to 
making sure all the gear is 
packed.

It is a jump many take 
that is farther than any at a 
track, and the rewards can 
be found more than just at 
the end of a race.

“We race just about 
every weekend that we 
possibly can,” said Shari 
Thompson, who has two 
sons, Ryan and Kyle, who 
race motorcycles. “It is 
a big commitment. They 
love it.”

The weekends also be-
come a family event. With 
the extensive travel and 
race days on Saturdays 
and Sundays, it is a time 
to bond and spend even 
more time together.

“It is quite a family 
deal,” Thompson said. 
“We are involved in rac-
ing. We put lots of miles 
on our cars.”

The good also comes 
with the bad (well, not 
that bad, but a lot of time 

and effort). Shipping the 
young racers around the 
state requires money for 
gas and car repairs, as 
well as motorcycle repairs 
and equipment. And for 
parents that have full-time 
jobs, there is even less 
time to relax.

And most of all, these 
do-it-all parents have to 
watch their young sons 
and daughters race around 
on fast machinery against 
others that all have the 
same goal --to win.

“It is very nerve-rack-
ing,” said Susan Zwicker, 
who has one son, Scott, 
who races. “We are gone 
every weekend.”

The Thompsons and 
Zwickers, along with the 
Adkins, all have kids who 
have raced in motocross 
circuits for at least a year. 
The motocross racers also 
have one thing in com-

mon -- they were all 2000 
Summer Series High Point 
Winners.

The Thompsons, who 
live eight miles south of 
Bandon, own 140 acres of 
land. So what did they do 
with all that land? They 
built a practice track for 
Ryan and Kyle.

It has worked out well.
“That is really nice for 

them,” Shari Thompson 
said. “They are always on 
their motorcycles.”

This past summer, Ryan 
and Kyle raced in Oregon 
and Washington, and plan 
on doing the same next 
year with a few more 
stops added to the list: 
Nevada, California and 
possibly Tennessee.

“They seem to be 
advancing really fast,” 
said Shari Thompson of 
her two sons. “They have 
been able to stick with 

it and not take any time 
off. It keeps them so busy 
they don’t have time to do 
anything else.”

The Thompsons have a 
trailer they use for camp-
ing on the weekends.

It gets a lot of use.
“We squeak out a little 

play time here and there, 
but usually it is motorcy-
cles,” Shari Thompson 
said.

For the Zwickers, mo-
tocross has been a family 
event even before Scott 
was born. Scott’s dad was 
a motorcycle racer and 
won many trophies.

“It’s in the genes,” 
Susan Zwicker said. “We 
have always ridden out in 
the sand dunes.”

The Zwickers traveled 
to Eugene, Albany and 
Roseburg during the sum-
mer, and plan on a Rose-
burg visit this weekend.

Every weekend there 

is a race somewhere, 
sometime. The outdoor 
season lasts from April to 
October, while the indoor 
season at Salem goes on 
during the winter months.

It is a year-long com-
mitment that also takes a 
lot of courage and time 
from the riders them-
selves.

These four students 
have had success in the 
past year. The Albany 
races average 25 to 30 
competitors while the 
Eugene series has up to 20 
each race. All four were 
top scorers in their respec-
tive divisions, and they 
seem to be an uncommon 
commodity for the South 
Coast.

“I am the only one I 
know that rides a 65cc in 
Coos Bay,” Scott Zwicker 
said.

COVID-19 testing offered in Bandon
Southern Coos Hos-

pital and Health Center 
is offering quick, fast, 
and accurate COVID-19 
testing to our community. 
For the general popula-
tion, anyone who suspects 
they have symptoms of 
coronavirus, or suspects 
they may have been 
exposed to someone 
who has COVID, should 
consult immediately with 
their primary care provid-
er (PCP). A patient’s PCP 
will determine if they 

need a COVID test and 
help determine where to 
get a test.

SCHHC has a program 
for employees working at 
Bandon businesses that 
will ensure that employ-
ees at businesses, first 
responders, and govern-
ment employees — all 
of whom make up the 
backbone of Bandon’s 
economy — may access 
COVID-19 testing and 
receive same-day results.

The design of the pro-

gram is to reduce the un-
certainty that many small 
businesses experience 
around employee health 
in the era of COVID-19. 
Businesses are now faced 
with difficult decisions 
when an employee reports 
an illness. The loss of 
even one employee to 
COVID-19 isolation 
or quarantine could be 
devastating to a small 
business.

Now, COVID-19 test-
ing is only a phone call 

away at Southern Coos 
Hospital.

Who is Eligible?
All Bandon workers are 

eligible. Any employee 
who works at a Bandon 
business is eligible. Pa-
tients are instructed to tell 
the hospital registration 
staff “I’m here because 
I’m an essential Bandon 
worker!”

    The general public is 
not eligible for this pro-
gram. However, anyone 

who suspects they have 
symptoms of COVID or 
have been in contact with 
someone COVID positive 
should talk to their PCP 
immediately.

Here’s how it works:
No doctor’s order? No 

problem. If an employee 
has a primary care doctor, 
they will need a doctor’s 
order. If they don’t have a 
primary care provider or 
they have trouble ob-
taining an order, South-

ern Coos Hospital will 
provide the doctor’s order 
for the test.

    No insurance? No 
problem. If an employee 
has insurance, we will bill 
their insurance. If your 
employee doesn’t have 
insurance, Southern Coos 
will cover the cost of the 
test.

For additional informa-
tion about the Essential 
Bandon COVID Testing 
Program, please call 
541.329.1032.
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