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Brown optimistic virus spread is slowing

MAX KIRKENDALL
Country Media

Oregon recently exceeded
100,000 cases of COVID-19 and
recorded over 1,300 virus related
deaths. Despite the consistent in-
crease, Gov. Kate Brown and the
Oregon Health Authority remain
optimistic the coronavirus spread
is slowing.

During a Dec. 22 press confer-
ence, Brown was joined by OHA
Director Pat Allen to update Or-
egonians on COVID-19 vaccine
distribution, financial relief and
more.

“It’s really, really tough to be
heading into a time where tradi-

tional celebrations are once again
hindered by the virus,” Brown
said. “Every single family that
has lost a loved one to this virus
and every Oregonian that has
suffered emotionally, financially
or physically from COVID-19, I
want you to know that you are in
my thoughts.”

Brown said there is light at the
end of the tunnel however, and
nearly 4,500 healthcare workers
in Oregon have received the
COVID-19 vaccine so far. Ore-
gon received the full 35,100 dos-
es of the Pfizer vaccine allocated
by the federal government and
distributed doses to 16 hospitals
across the state last week.

“I’m grateful for the health-
care workers who have been
heroes throughout this pandem-
ic,” Allen said. “It’s fitting, truly,
that they are the ones among
the first to be vaccinated who
will light the path for all of us to
follow out of this dark terrible
forest that is the coronavirus
pandemic.”

In addition to the Pfizer
vaccine, Allen said the Western
States Scientific Safety Review
Workgroup now recommends the
Moderna vaccine after con-
firming it as safe and effective.
An issue with distributing the
Pfizer vaccine is the need to store
in freezing temperatures. But

according to OHA, the Moder-
na vaccine does not need to be
stored at those temperatures.
Allen feels this gives the state an
advantage to easier distribution,
especially to more rural areas.

More than 12,000 doses of
the Moderna vaccine arrived in
Oregon this week and the state is
expecting an additional 25,000
doses of the Pfizer vaccine.
Later in the week, Allen said
over 72,000 doses of the Mod-
erna vaccine are due to arrive in
Oregon.

By the end of the month,
OHA expects to have received
over 92,000 doses of the Pfizer
vaccine and 97,000 doses of
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Mary Knutson, a BAH nurse, administers a COVID-19 vaccine to Dr. Leah Cely on Tuesday. Knutson had given out around 10 shots by the time Cely got hers.

Health workers get vaccinated

ZACK DEMARS
The World

COOS BAY — The an-
nouncement in a lobby of Bay
Area Hospital was long awaited,
and met with applause Tuesday
afternoon.

“We have COVID vaccine
here at Bay Area Hospital,”
hospital CEO Brian Moore told
a masked and socially distanced
crowd of hospital staff.

After a countdown by the
group, it was official: The hos-
pital’s COVID-19 vaccination
clinic was open. Moments later,
nurses stationed around the room
began preparing doses of the
vaccine from red-topped vials
and administering them to hospi-
tal employees in freshly opened
needles.

“I started tearing up a little bit
when we started counting down,”
said Steve Wilson, a registered
nurse at the hospital who was
tasked to set up the clinic.
“We’ve finally been given the
advantage.”

The shots administered Tues-

day were the first of the 1,300
doses of the Moderna vaccine
the hospital had received the
day before, reserved for hospital
employees and other front-line
health care workers in the region.
Sandra Lucatero, a charge
nurse in the hospital’s emergency
room, received one of those first
shots.
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Dr. lan Cely, an emergency room physician at Bay Area Hospital, looks on as Mary
Knutson prepares a dose of the COVID-19 vaccine for him.

“It’s a day to help protect
family and the community,”
Lucatero said.

Often in contact with
COVID-19 patients, Lucatero
said she worried about how her
job could impact her family if
she got the virus.

“We’re on the front lines, so
we’re exposed to it more than

anybody else is,” she said.

But with the first doses of the
vaccine, Lucatero’s more confi-
dent about her safety and that of
her family.

She hasn’t always been so ex-
cited about the vaccine, though.

“Honestly at first, [ was on
the fence about getting the
vaccine,” Lucatero said, adding
she worried about the vaccine’s
shorter-than-usual development
and testing period. “When I had
the right teachings about it, [ was
ready.”

The additional information
Lucatero learned about the vac-
cine came in part from conversa-
tions with her hospital colleagues
about the results of the studies
required to authorize the vaccine.
Once the shipment had hit the
hospital, she was convinced of
the dose’s safety, and she got her
shot Tuesday.

Dr. Leah Cely, an emergency
room physician, was in a similar
situation.

At first, she was hesitant
about the vaccine when she

Please see Vaccination, Page 2

Trump threatens to torpedo COVID relief bill

WASHINGTON (AP) —
President Donald Trump has
threatened to torpedo Congress’
massive COVID-19 relief
package in the midst of a raging
pandemic and deep economic
uncertainty, suddenly demanding
changes fellow Republicans have
opposed.

Trump assailed the bipartisan
$900 billion package in a video
he tweeted out Tuesday night
and suggested he may not sign
the legislation. He called on
lawmakers to increase direct pay-
ments for most Americans from
$600 to $2,000 for individuals
and $4,000 for couples.

Railing against a range of

provisions in the bill, including
for foreign aid, he told lawmak-
ers to “get rid of the wasteful
and unnecessary items from
this legislation and to send me a
suitable bill.”

Trump did not specifically
vow to veto the bill, and there
may be enough support for the
legislation in Congress to over-
ride him if he does. But if Trump
were to upend the sprawling
legislation, the consequences
would be severe, including no
federal aid to struggling Amer-
icans and small businesses, and
no additional resources to help
with vaccine distribution. In
addition, because lawmakers

linked the pandemic relief bill to

an overarching funding measure,

the government would shut down
on Dec. 29.

The relief package was part
of a hard-fought compromise
bill that includes $1.4 trillion
to fund government agencies
through September and contains
other end-of-session priorities
such as money for cash-starved
transit systems, an increase in
food stamp benefits and about
$4 billion to help other nations
provide a COVID-19 vaccine for
their people.

Lawmakers spent months
in a stalemate over pandemic
relief funds, even as COVID-19

cases soared across the country.
Democrats had pushed for higher
payments to Americans, but
compromised with Republicans
to allow a deal to proceed.

Following Trump’s inter-
jection, House Speaker Nancy
Pelosi all but dared Trump’s
Republican allies in Congress to
meet the president’s demand for
far higher payments.

“At last, the President has
agreed to $2,000. Democrats are
ready to bring this to the Floor
this week by unanimous consent.
Let’s do it!,” Pelosi said in a
tweet. An aide said she would
put the proposal forward Thurs-

Please see Bill, Page 2

the Moderna vaccine. Howev-
er, Allen said these allocations
are often ever-changing due to
supply and demand across the
United States.

“That means we have to be
prepared for months of limited
supplies and the need to prior-
itize who gets the vaccine and
when,” Allen said.

Oregon has also begun admin-
istering the vaccine to residents
and staff of long-term care facil-
ities. OHA reported that 10,000
doses of the Pfizer vaccine have
been distributed so far statewide
as Brown noted the care facilities
have been among the hardest hit

Please see Virus, Page 2

Trump
1ssues 20
pardons,
commutes

WASHINGTON (AP) — Pres-
ident Donald Trump has par-
doned 15 people, including a pair
of congressional Republicans
who were strong and early sup-
porters, a 2016 campaign official
ensnared in the Russia probe and
former government contractors
convicted in a 2007 massacre in
Baghdad.

Trump’s actions in his final
weeks in office show a president
who is wielding his executive
power to reward loyalists and
others who he believes have
been wronged by a legal sys-
tem he sees as biased against
him and his allies. On Tuesday,
Trump issued the pardons — not
an unusual act for an outgoing
president — even as he refused
to publicly acknowledge his elec-
tion loss to Democrat Joe Biden,
who will be sworn in on Jan. 20.

Trump is likely to issue more
pardons before then. He and his
allies have discussed a range
of other possibilities, including
members of Trump’s family
and his personal attorney Rudy
Giuliani.

Those pardoned on Tuesday
included former Republican
Reps. Duncan Hunter of Cali-
fornia and Chris Collins of New
York, two of the earliest GOP
lawmakers to back Trump’s 2016
presidential campaign. Trump
also commuted the sentences of
five people, including former
Rep. Steve Stockman of Texas.

Collins, the first member of
Congress to endorse Trump to
be president, was sentenced to
two years and two months in
federal prison after admitting he
helped his son and others dodge
$800,000 in stock market losses
when he learned that a drug trial
by a small pharmaceutical com-
pany had failed.

Hunter was sentenced to 11
months in prison after plead-
ing guilty to stealing campaign
funds and spending the money
on everything from outings with
friends to his daughter’s birthday
party.

White House press secretary
Kayleigh McEnany said the
pardons for Hunter and Collins
were granted after “the request
of many members of Congress.”
She noted that Hunter served
the nation in the U.S. Marines
and saw combat in both Iraq and
Afghanistan.

In the group announced Tues-
day night were four former gov-
ernment contractors convicted in
a 2007 massacre in Baghdad that
left more a dozen Iraqi civilians
dead and caused an international
uproar over the use of private
security guards in a war zone.

Supporters of Nicholas Slat-
ten, Paul Slough, Evan Liberty
and Dustin Heard, the former
contractors at Blackwater World-
wide, had lobbied for pardons,
arguing that the men had been
excessively punished in an

Please see Pardon, Page 2
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day for a vote.
Republicans have been

reluctant to spend more

on pandemic relief and

step Trump has refused
to take. McConnell has
also warned Republicans
against disputing the
election on Jan. 6, when
Congress must formally
affirm the results.
Shortly after castigat-

they will back his call for
more money for Ameri-
cans.

Jon Ossoff, Perdue’s
Democratic opponent,
tweeted simply on
Tuesday night: “$2,000
checks now.”

Mostly/cloudys
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only agreed to the big ing the relief bill, Trump The relief package rainlikely, partly/sunny.
year-end package as time  challenged McConnell was brought forward
dwindled for a final deal.  and Sen. John Thune, the = Monday afternoon and

And Sen. Chuck Schum-
er, the Senate Democratic
leader, said that “Trump
needs to sign the bill to
help people and keep the
government open,” and
Congress would step up
for more aid after.
Trump’s call for
changes to the legislation
will test his sway with

No. 2 Senate Republican
who has also said any
effort to overturn Biden’s
victory would be futile.
Trump said he would
back a primary challenge
to Thune when he is up
for reelection in 2022.
Trump’s threats to
hold up the pandemic
legislation could also

sped through the House
and Senate in a matter
of hours as lawmakers
worked to close the
books on the year. While
many lawmakers com-
plained about being given
so little time to read the
bill, they overwhelming-
ly voted for it as local
businesses and constitu-

After months of parti-
sanship and politicking
about pandemic relief,
the logjam broke after

jobless benefit and a $600
direct stimulus payment
to most Americans,

along with a new round

far from perfect, “but it
does provide vital relief
at a critical time.”

He also said more

a Republican Party he ;{omptl)ilgate matters for ?nts se}i:k eco(tilomic relief  pigen urged his party of subsidies for hard-hit relief would be needed in
has held tight control epublicans in Georgia, rom the pandemic to accept a compromise businesses, restaurants the months ahead. “We
of throughout his pres- where two runoff races The Senate cleared the ) top Republicans and theaters and money have our first hint and

idency. Several Senate
Republicans, including
Majority Leader Mitch
McConnell, have begun
to gingerly break with
Trump and acknowledge
his defeat to Presi-
dent-elect Joe Biden, a

to determine control of
the Senate will be held
in January. Sens. David
Perdue and Kelly Loef-
fler have been running

as ardent supporters of
Trump and will now face
questions about whether

huge relief package by a
92-6 vote after the House
approved it by another
lopsided vote, 359-53.
Those votes totals would
be enough to override a
veto should Trump de-
cide to take that step.

that is smaller than many
Democrats would have
liked.

The relief bill Trump is
criticizing would estab-
lish a temporary $300
per week supplemental

for schools, health care
providers and renters
facing eviction.

Earlier in the day,
Biden applauded law-
makers for their work. He
described the package as

glimpse of bipartisan-
ship,” Biden said. “In this
election, the American
people made it clear they
want us to reach across
the aisle and work togeth-

ER)

Cr.

Pardon

From Page 1

investigation and prosecu-
tion they said was tainted

Trump also announced
pardons for two people
entangled in special counsel
Robert Mueller’s Russia
investigation. One was for
2016 campaign adviser

to undo the results of an
investigation that yielded
criminal charges against a
half-dozen associates.
The pardons drew criti-
cism from top Democrats.

Flynn, who had twice
pleaded guilty to lying to
the FBI, and months earlier
commuted the sentence of
another associate, Roger
Stone, days before he was

50 ATV riders in a canyon
where there are Native
American cliff dwellings
that officials had closed

to motorized traffic. The
ride occurred during a

doned, Ignacio Ramos and
Jose Compean, convicted
of shooting and wounding
a Mexican drug smuggler
near El Paso, Texas, in
2005.

by problems and withheld George Papadopoulos, Rep. Adam Schiff, D-Calif.,  to report to prison. sputtering movement in the Others on the list includ-
exculpatory evidence. All who pleaded guilty to the chairman of the House Trump has granted about ~ West pushing back against ed a Pittsburgh dentist who
four were serving lengthy lying to the FBI about a Permanent Select Commit- 2% of requested pardons federal control of large pleaded guilty to health care

prison sentences.

The pardons reflected
Trump’s apparent willing-
ness to give the benefit of
doubt to American service-
members and contractors
when it comes to acts of vi-
olence in war zones against
civilians. Last November
he pardoned a former U.S.
Army commando who was
set to stand trial next year
in the killing of a suspected
Afghan bombmaker and
a former Army lieutenant
convicted of murder for or-
dering his men to fire upon
three Afghans.

conversation in which he
learned that Russia had dirt
on Trump’s Democratic
opponent, Hillary Clinton.
The president also pardoned
Alex van der Zwaan, a
Dutch lawyer who was sen-
tenced to 30 days in prison
for lying to investigators
during the Mueller probe.
Van der Zwaan and Pap-
adopoulos are the third and
fourth Russia investigation
defendants granted clem-
ency. By pardoning them,
Trump once again took aim
at Mueller’s inquiry and
advanced a broader effort

tee on Intelligence, said the
president was abusing his
power.

“Trump is doling out
pardons, not on the basis of
repentance, restitution or
the interests of justice, but
to reward his friends and
political allies, to protect
those who lie to cover up
him, to shelter those guilty
of killing civilians, and to
undermine an investigation
that uncovered massive
wrongdoing,” Schiff said.

Last month, Trump
pardoned former national
security adviser Michael

in his single term in office
— just 27 before Tuesday’s
announcement. By compari-
son, Barack Obama granted
212 or 6%, and George W.
Bush granted 189 or about
7%. George H.W. Bush,
another one-term president,
granted 10% of requests.

Also among those par-
doned by Trump was Phil
Lyman, a Utah state repre-
sentative who led an ATV
protest through restricted
federal lands.

Lyman was serving as a
Utah county commissioner
in 2014 when he led about

swaths of land and came
after an armed confronta-
tion Nevada rancher Cliven
Bundy had with Bureau of
Land Management over
grazing fees.

Lyman spent 10 days in
prison and was ordered to
pay nearly $96,000 in resti-
tution. The Trump adminis-
tration in 2017 lifted a ban
on motorized vehicles in
parts of the canyon but left
restrictions in place through
other areas where Lyman
led his ride.

Two former U.S. Border
Patrol agents were also par-

fraud, two women con-
victed of drug crimes, and
Alfred Lee Crum, now &9,
who pleaded guilty in 1952
when he was 19 to helping
his wife’s uncle illegally
distill moonshine.

Crum served three years
of probation and paid a
$250 fine. The White House
said Crum has maintained
a clean record and a strong
marriage for nearly 70
years, attended the same
church for 60 years, raised
four children, and regularly
participated in charity fund-
raising events.

Vaccination
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heard about the expedited
timeline the companies
were under to produce it.
But as she learned more
about the process, and the
outcome of the vaccine’s
three-phase human trials,
she became confident in its

her husband, also an ER
physician.

This vaccine is unlike
others before it, since it
uses a bit of technology
that’s been in development
since 2013, Cely said.

She explained how the
vaccine worked: In brief, it
introduces a set of instruc-
tions, called mRNA, to the
body’s cells. The mRNA

to make that protein, Cely
said other cells in the body
begin to recognize that the
spike protein is new and
begin to develop antibod-
ies to fight it. If the actual
virus — the whole ball and
all its spikes — enters the
body, it already knows how
to respond.

That can take place as
soon as a week after the

be the most effective of the
preventative measures,”
Cely said.

It’s even more import-
ant than treatment, since
viruses are very difficult
to treat once they’ve been
contracted, and COVID-19
has unpredictable impacts
on anyone who contracts it,
according to Cely.

But beyond the sci-

Without knowing who’s
going to come into the
emergency room from one
day to the next, or how the
virus might impact them,
there’s a lot to worry about.

“It’s a level of anxiety
that is running through the
staff constantly,” Cely said.

While social distancing,
wearing masks and prac-
ticing good hand-washing

she said. “For me, this is an
indication that the tides are
turning in the fight against
the coronavirus pandemic.”
For Wilson, the nurse
heading Tuesday’s vac-
cination clinic, the doses
of the vaccine finally
give the community an
advantage over the virus
after months of challenges
like protective equipment

safety. tells the cells how to make  second dose of the vaccine, ence, Cely’s day-to-day will all be important in the  supply shortages and steep
“We have a very good a protein — similar to the and the mRNA is cleared work reminds her why the time until the community increases in local case
idea from the Pfizer and red spike usually displayed  from the body within vaccine matters. The past reaches “herd immunity,” counts.

Moderna studies of what to
expect from this vaccine,”
Cely said, just minutes be-

in illustrations of the coro-
navirus protruding from a
central ball.

weeks after entering,
leaving just the antibodies,
Cely said.

few weeks have seen an
increase in the number of
COVID-19 patients she’s

Cely said the first doses of
the vaccine still reduce a
bit of that anxiety.

“It was like two steps
forward, one step back,” he
said. “This is like five steps

fore she got her shot with Once the body begins “Vaccination is going to ~ worked with. “This is momentous,” forward.”
Virus Brown also noted that spread of this disease,” continue following safety also passed a wildfire March 2021.
daily case counts have Brown said. “While our guidelines and to rethink relief package. “(Both packages) will
tapered off a bit lately. The  case counts are still up, we  their Christmas and New “I called for a special help carry us through the
From Page 1 . . . - . . .
state is attributing some the  are avoiding many worse Year plans. session because it is abso-  coming months as we
by the pandemic. decrease to the two-week case scenarios. This is “Don’t let the memories  lutely critical we get the continue to gain traction
“It feels really good to freeze and additional safe-  proof that we determine of this holiday turn into help to Oregonians who with our vaccine cam-

be able to start these vacci-
nations with the hope that
these folks can reunite with

ty restrictions that Brown
said ‘blunted the virus
surge.’

how the next few months
play out while we work
to swiftly distribute the

painful regrets because of a
careless gathering that led
to a tragic outbreak,” Allen

have made the necessary
sacrifices to prevent the
spread of COVID-19,”

paign,” Brown said.
The next steps on that
vaccine campaign include

their families once again “Thanks to the decisions  COVID vaccine far and said. “We can enjoy each Brown said. widening distribution of
and feel safe from the virus  you, and the majority of wide across the state.” other’s company without She also acknowledged  the vaccine to people over
soon,” Brown said. Oregonians continue to Both Brown and Allen being in each other’s pres-  the $900 billion pandemic 75 and essential workers.

make, we are slowing the

encouraged Oregonians to

Brosito’

a4

” d = el "':“—3” ‘;' = \i{ \‘ —i“\{;;
M Advertise,Your, Busjﬂqaf*ql;$30’per week. %
5 2 Days injThe,World,

~

]

and 5 Days injThe,World Online!
Call today,to get your,custom ad started!

Coastal
Window
Coverings

Midwest Coast
FLOORING
Wb o JouY, ez aswe

wou[al treatioL oW,

We Install What We Sell
Over 25 Years Experience
A 1

Quality Products i

ROCK

Coos County Family Owned

ence. We can celebrate the
season together in different
locations. We can show
we care about one another
be keeping each other safe
and healthy.”

Financial Relief

Oregon held a spe-
cial session this week to
address several financial
needs that have been
caused by the pandemic.
The Legislature passed an
$800 million package that
will provide relief for ten-
ants and landlords, keep
roofs over people’s heads
by extending the eviction
moratorium and provide
support for restaurants
and bars. Brown said they

relief package that passed
through the United States
Congress this week that
includes direct stimulus
payments to Americans.
The bill includes $600

to individuals making

up to $75,000 per year
and $1,200 to couples
making up to $150,000,
with payments phased out
for higher incomes. An
additional $600 pay-
ment will be made per
dependent child, similar
to the last round of relief
payments in the spring of
2020. There is also a $300
per week jobless benefit
that will be distributed to
individuals on unemploy-
ment, which will last until

Brown noted Tuesday
that educators and various
school staff members will
be at the top of the list in
Oregon’s next round of
vaccines.

“Our kids need to know
they are number one, and
we are doing everything
we can to get them back in
our classrooms,” Brown
said. “This pandemic has
shown us the hard truth
that in person instruction
is so much more than
what we take for its face
value. School is where our
kids connect with their
community, it’s where
many kids get meals and
much needed support
from caring adults.”
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Curry County has third reported virus death

The World

Curry County’s third
death from COVID-19 was
among 35 reported Tues-
day by the Oregon Health
Authority.

The 50-year-old man
tested positive Dec. 11 and
died Monday at Southern
Coos Hospital and Health
Center in Bandon.

In all, 1,282 new con-
firmed and presumptive
cases were reported, raising
the state’s total since the
start of the pandemic to
105,073 as of 12:01 a.m.
Tuesday. The death toll is
now at 1,382.

New cases were in
the following counties:
Baker (9), Benton (10),
Clackamas (168), Clatsop
(2), Columbia (11), Coos
(12), Crook (7), Curry (4),
Deschutes (52), Doug-
las (6), Grant (1), Hood
River (20), Jackson (63),
Jefferson (20), Josephine
(4), Klamath (23), Lake
(2), Lane (85), Lincoln (6),
Linn (32), Malheur (17),
Marion (161), Morrow
(4), Multnomah (258),
Polk (34), Tillamook (12),
Umatilla (49), Union (10),
Wasco (5), Washington
(153), Wheeler (1) and
Yambhill (41).

Oregon’s 1,348th
COVID-19 death is a
61-year-old woman in
Benton County who tested
positive on Dec. 17 and
died on Dec. 21 at her resi-
dence. She had underlying
conditions.

Oregon’s 1,349th
COVID-19 death is a
76-year-old man in Clack-
amas County who tested
positive on Dec. 8 and
died on Dec. 20 at Legacy
Emanuel Medical Center.
He had underlying condi-

tions.

Oregon’s 1,350th
COVID-19 death is a
73-year-old woman in
Crook County who tested
positive on Dec. 11 and
died on Dec. 20. Location
of death is being con-
firmed. She had underlying
conditions.

Oregon’s 1,351st
COVID-19 death is a
50-year-old man in Curry
County who tested positive
on Dec. 11 and died on
Dec. 21 at Southern Coos
Hospital & Health Center.
He had underlying condi-
tions.

Oregon’s 1,352nd
COVID-19 death is a
41-year-old woman in
Hood River County who
tested positive on Dec.

15 and died on Dec. 21 at
her residence. Presence of
underlying conditions is
being confirmed.

Oregon’s 1,353rd
COVID-19 death is a
90-year-old man in Jackson
County who tested positive
on Dec. 8 and died on Dec.
18 at Asante Rogue Valley
Medical Center. He had
underlying conditions.

Oregon’s 1,354th
COVID-19 death is a
64-year-old woman in
Jackson County who tested
positive on Dec. 12 and
died on Dec. 17 at Prov-
idence Medford Medical
Center. She had underlying
conditions.

Oregon’s 1,355th
COVID-19 death is a
95-year-old woman in
Josephine County who
tested positive on Dec.

3 and died on Dec. 19 at
her residence. Presence of
underlying conditions is
being confirmed.

Oregon’s 1,356th
COVID-19 death is an

81-year-old man in Klam-
ath County who tested pos-
itive on Dec. 10 and died
on Dec. 21 at Sky Lakes
Medical Center. He had
underlying conditions.

Oregon’s 1,357th
COVID-19 death is a
92-year-old woman in Linn
County who tested positive
on Dec. 2 and died on Dec.
15 at Good Samaritan Re-
gional Medical Center. She
had underlying conditions.

Oregon’s 1,358th
COVID-19 death is a
94-year-old woman in
Marion County who tested
positive on Nov. 28 and
died on Dec. 15 at her resi-
dence. She had underlying
conditions.

Oregon’s 1,359th
COVID-19 death is a
71-year-old woman in
Marion County who tested
positive on Dec. 5 and died
on Dec. 16 at her resi-
dence. She had underlying
conditions.

Oregon’s 1,360th
COVID-19 death is a
62-year-old man in Benton
County who tested positive
on Dec. 14 and died on
Dec. 18 at his residence.
He had underlying condi-
tions.

Oregon’s 1,361st
COVID-19 death is an
86-year-old man in Marion
County who tested positive
on Dec. 3 and died on Dec.
21 at Salem Hospital. He
had underlying conditions.

Oregon’s 1,362nd
COVID-19 death is an
82-year-old woman in
Marion County who tested
positive on Dec. 2 and died
on Dec. 20 at Salem Hos-
pital. She had underlying
conditions.

Oregon’s 1,363rd
COVID-19 death is a
74-year-old man in Marion

County who tested positive
on Dec. 12 and died on
Dec. 13 at Legacy Emanuel
Medical Center. He had
underlying conditions.

Oregon’s 1,364th
COVID-19 death is a
91-year-old man in Marion
County who tested positive
on Dec. 19 and died on
Dec. 20 at his residence.
He had underlying condi-
tions.

Oregon’s 1,365th
COVID-19 death is an
83-year-old man in Mor-
row County who tested
positive on Dec. 1 and died
on Dec. 18 at Trios Health.
Presence of underlying
conditions is being con-
firmed.

Oregon’s 1,366th
COVID-19 death is an
81-year-old man in Mult-
nomah County who tested
positive on Nov. 23 and
died on Dec. 1. Location of
death is being confirmed.
He had underlying condi-
tions.

Oregon’s 1,367th
COVID-19 death is an
80-year-old man in Mult-
nomah County who tested
positive on Nov. 23 and
died on Dec. 8 at his resi-
dence. He had underlying
conditions.

Oregon’s 1,368th
COVID-19 death is a
95-year-old man in Mult-
nomah County who tested
positive on Nov. 23 and
died on Dec. 5. Location of
death is being confirmed.
He had underlying condi-
tions.

Oregon’s 1,369th
COVID-19 death is an
84-year-old woman in
Multnomah County who
tested positive on Nov.

23 and died on Dec. 18.
Location of death is being
confirmed. She had under-

lying conditions.

Oregon’s 1,370th
COVID-19 death is a
74-year-old man in Co-
lumbia County who tested
positive on Nov. 24 and
died on Dec. 17 at his resi-
dence. Presence of under-
lying conditions is being
confirmed.

Oregon’s 1,371st
COVID-19 death is an
80-year-old in Multnomah
County who tested positive
on Nov. 23 and died on
Dec. 8. Location of death
and gender are being
confirmed. This person had
underlying conditions.

Oregon’s 1,372nd
COVID-19 death is an
83-year-old in Multnomah
County who tested positive
on Nov. 23 and died on
Dec. 8. Location of death
and gender are being
confirmed. This person had
underlying conditions.

Oregon’s 1,373rd
COVID-19 death is a
69-year-old woman in
Multnomah County who
tested positive on Nov. 25
and died on Dec. 14 at Ad-
ventist Hospital. She had
underlying conditions.

Oregon’s 1,374th
COVID-19 death is an
86-year-old man in Mult-
nomah County who tested
positive on Nov. 22 and
died on Dec. 16. Location
of death is being con-
firmed. He had underlying
conditions.

Oregon’s 1,375th
COVID-19 death is
a 95-year-old man in
Multnomah County who
tested positive on Dec.

13 and died on Dec. 10 at
his residence. Presence of
underlying conditions is
being confirmed.

Oregon’s 1,376th
COVID-19 death is an

80-year-old man in Mult-
nomah County who tested
positive on Dec. 16 and
died on Dec. 21 at his res-
idence. He had underlying
conditions.

Oregon’s 1,377th
COVID-19 death is a
78-year-old woman in
Washington County who
tested positive on Dec.

8 and died on Dec. 19 at
Providence St. Vincent
Medical Center. She had
underlying conditions.

Oregon’s 1,378th
COVID-19 death is a
92-year-old man in Wash-
ington County who tested
positive on Nov. 25 and
died on Dec. 7 at his resi-
dence. He had underlying
conditions.

Oregon’s 1,379th
COVID-19 death is a
95-year-old man in Wash-
ington County who tested
positive on Dec. 1 and died
on Dec. 18 at his residence.
He had underlying condi-
tions.

Oregon’s 1,380th
COVID-19 death is a
96-year-old woman in
Washington County who
became symptomatic on
Dec. 12 after contact with a
confirmed case and died on
Dec. 7 at her residence. She
had underlying conditions.

Oregon’s 1,381st
COVID-19 death is an
87-year-old woman in
Yamhill County who tested
positive on Nov. 24 and
died on Dec. 19 at her resi-
dence. She had underlying
conditions.

Oregon’s 1,382nd
COVID-19 death is a
95-year-old woman in
Yamhill County who tested
positive on Dec. 4 and died
on Dec. 20 at her resi-
dence. She had underlying
conditions.

Case shows value of online presence for Islamic state

SALEM (AP) — A man
supported the Islamic State
group for years from a
Portland, Oregon, suburb
by helping the extrem-
ists maintain an online
presence that encouraged
attacks and sought recruits,
federal agents and prose-
cutors said.

Hawazen Sameer Moth-
afar, who was arrested in
November and whose trial
is scheduled to begin in
January, produced and dis-
seminated propaganda and
recruiting material through
social media platforms,
according to a grand jury
indictment.

Mothafar pleaded not
guilty to charges of pro-
viding material support to
a designated terrorist orga-
nization and conspiring to
provide that support. Mark
Ahlemeyer, his federal
public defender, declined
to comment.

The case underscores
the group’s focus on an
online presence, often
referred to by experts as a
“digital caliphate.” By late
2017, the Islamic State had
lost most of the territory
it seized in Iraq and Syria,
and its self-declared ca-
liphate along with it. The
group continues to carry
out and inspire attacks.

Law enforcement’s at-
tempts to take down Islam-
ic State’s online presence
often resemble a game of
whack-a-mole. A year ago,
European law enforcement
officials removed accounts
and information linked to
the Amaq agency, which
spreads propaganda and
news for the group. But
as recently as last month,
Amagq carried a statement
in which Islamic State
claimed responsibility
for a shooting rampage
in Vienna that killed four

people.

“While the Islamic State
has lost swaths of territory,
it has survived, is conduct-
ing significant numbers of
attacks, and is leveraging
the digital caliphate to
promote its narrative,”
Maxwell Markusen of the
Center for Strategic and
International Studies wrote
in November 2018.

Mothafar, who lived
in the Portland suburb
of Troutdale, is accused
of editing and produc-
ing material al Anfal, a
newspaper that “advocates
violent jihad” and receives
its orders from Islamic
State’s central media of-
fice, known as Diwan, the
indictment says.

It also said Mothafar
had been working on
behalf of the group since
at least early 2015 until his
arrest in November.

Jordan Reimer, a coun-

Oregon landlords sue
over eviction bans

PORTLAND (AP) —
Landlords in Oregon are
suing Gov. Kate Brown,
the state, Multnomah
County and Portland
for the newly extended
eviction bans as they see
non-payment from tenants.

Moe Farhoud, and Tyler
and Crystal Sherman filed
the lawsuit in federal
court on Monday as state
lawmakers approved pan-
demic-related bills during
a one-day special session,
KOIN-TV reported. The
bills included rent re-
lief for landlords and an
extension on the state-
wide eviction moratorium
through June.

Farhoud owns about
1,200 apartment units,
while the Shermans have
22 units, according to the
lawsuit. Farhoud claims
to be owed more than $1
million in back rent from
March on, according to the
lawsuit, while the Sher-
mans say they are owed
more than $8,000.

The filing says the

$200 million included in
the “landlord assistance”
bill passed by lawmakers
Monday comes up short to
an estimated $800 to $900
million owed in the state;
however, the lawsuit did
not cite where it found the
estimated figure.

The lawsuit claims
the moratorium on rent
“exceed the bounds of the
State’s police power are
instead an attempted exer-
cise of eminent domain.”

The plaintiffs want the
eviction moratoriums
put in place by Brown,
the state and the munici-
palities to be declared as
unconstitutional or have
an injunction put in place
that would require Brown,
lawmakers and other key
players “to design and
implement a plan to ade-
quately compensate” them
and other landlords for
their losses incurred by the
moratorium.

In a statement to KOIN,
a spokesperson for Gov.
Brown’s office said the

office generally doesn’t
comment on pending
litigation.

“However, I will point
out that one of the Gover-
nor’s priorities for yes-
terday’s special session
was relief for tenants and
landlords,” Liz Merah
wrote, adding that Brown
“looks forward to signing
this bill into law when it
reaches her desk.”

Multnomah County
Chair Deborah Kafoury
also said in a statement
that while the county
doesn’t comment on pend-
ing lawsuits, “that in a
state of emergency caused
by a once-in-a-century
pandemic, it is smart pub-
lic health policy to prevent
tens of thousands of our
neighbors from losing their
homes due to the impacts
of COVID-19.”

Kafoury added: “And to
be clear, the $26.4 million
in COVID rent relief the
County has been working
to distribute goes directly
to landlords.”

terterrorism expert with
Rand Corp., said the arrest
does not seem to represent
a major blow to the group,
but anyone helping create
and spread its propaganda
plays an important role.
“ISIS propaganda is a
huge component of what
they do,” said Reimer, a
former intelligence analyst
for the New York City
Police Department.
Reimer said it is rare
for someone in the United
States to be as deeply and

directly involved directly
in Islamic State online
activities as Mothafar is
alleged to have been.
Around 40% of the 221
people who have been
charged in the U.S. as of
November with Islamic
State-related crimes were
accused of traveling or at-
tempting to travel abroad.
One-third were accused of
plotting domestic terror at-
tacks, according to George
Washington University’s
Program on Extremism.

“To be part of the actual
formal pro-ISIS or ISIS-af-
filiated publications, to be
working on that in a for-
mal capacity in America is
unique. That I had not seen
before,” Reimer said.

Mothafar is also ac-
cused in the indictment
of providing assistance,
including moderating
private chat rooms, to Al
Dura’a al Sunni, or Sunni
Shield, a pro-Islamic State
internet-based media orga-
nization.

D EAR AB BVBy Abigail Van Buren

CHANGE IN DINNER PARTY GUEST
LIST DRAWS AN ANGRY RESPONSE

DEAR ABBY: I've known my friend
“Ashley” for a lot of years. She is single.
Several years ago, I introduced her to
another couple, the “Smiths.” We all
have a lot in common and take turns
inviting each other for dinner. This group
and a couple of other couples are the
only people in my social circle | have
seen periodically during this pandemic.

Two weeks ago, Ashley invited my
husband and me and the Smiths for
dinner. Three days before the dinner,
Ashley sent me a text that the Smiths
will be bringing another couple, and she
wanted to be sure it was OK with us. |
called her immediately and told her that
with the spike in COVID cases, [ wasn’t
comfortable having a close dinner with
a couple who wasn’t in my social circle.
She said she was “sorry,” meaning if |
didn’t like it, my husband and I could
stay home.

I’m extremely hurt and angry and
am losing sleep over this. I feel Ashley
should have asked us BEFORE adding
this other couple to our dinner. I feel like
sending her a letter saying that no friend
should treat another friend like this, that
I guess she’s not really a friend and end
the relationship. My husband is stopping
me from sending such a letter. Am I
overreacting? -- ANGRY IN OREGON

DEAR ANGRY: Yes, you are. You
have blown this out of proportion. Be
glad you have a husband who advised
you as he did. Ashley did the right thing
by telling you the guest list for the dinner
had grown so you could opt out if you
wished. Because she was the host, she
was not obligated to ask permission to
include the extras.

DEAR ABBY: I'm a truck driver who
is on the road for weeks at a time. My
girlfriend got a new job and is working

every day. On the weekends she goes out
to bars.

I feel jealous because I’'m working
and even when I can get a weekend to be
with her, she doesn’t want to be intimate.
Also she promises to call me but rarely
does. Should I just end it? I’ve been
married twice and thought we would be
a couple and marry. I don’t know what I
should do. -- ON THE ROAD

DEAR ON THE ROAD: Allow me
to steer you in the right direction. You
are apart from this woman weeks at a
time, and when you do manage to be
together, she isn’t interested in intimacy.
After promising to stay in closer touch
with you, she fails to follow through.
This should tell you that when you’re out
of sight, you’re not on her mind.

Take the hint. End the “romance”

-- what little there is of it. Then thank
your lucky stars she isn’t your wife, and
you’re not heading to divorce court for a
third time.

DEAR ABBY: I am a stepgrandma
whose 4-year-old grandson desperately
needs a haircut. Is it OK for Santa to get
him a gift card for a haircut? -- CLEAN
CUT IN FLORIDA

DEAR CLEAN CUT: The child’s
parents may like their son’s hair the
way it is. If the reason they are leaving
it long is financial, a gift card might be
appreciated. However, if that’s not the
case, your gesture would be interpreted
as judgmental, and it would not be
appreciated.

Dear Abby is written by Abigail Van
Buren, also known as Jeanne Phillips,
and was founded by her mother, Pauline
Phillips. Contact Dear Abby at www.
DearAbby.com or P.O. Box 69440, Los
Angeles, CA 90069.
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U.S. jobless claims remain elevated

WASHINGTON
(AP) — The number of
Americans seeking un-
employment benefits fell
by 89,000 last week to a
still-elevated 803,000, ev-
idence that the job market
remains under stress nine
months after the coronavi-
rus outbreak sent the U.S.
economy into recession
and caused millions of
layoffs.

The latest figure, re-
leased Wednesday by the
Labor Department, shows
that many employers are
still cutting jobs as the
pandemic tightens business
restrictions and leads many
consumers to stay home.
Before the virus struck,
jobless claims typically
numbered around 225,000
a week before shooting
up to 6.9 million in early
spring when the virus —
and efforts to contain it
— flattened the economy.
The pace of layoffs has
since declined but remains
historically high in the
face of the resurgence of
COVID-19 cases.

“The fact that more than
nine months into the crisis,
initial claims are still run-

ning at such a high level
is, in absolute terms, bad
news,” Joshua Shapiro,
chief U.S. economist at the
economic consulting firm
Maria Fiorini Ramirez Inc.,
wrote in a research note.
“With the pandemic again
worsening, it is likely that
claims will remain quite
elevated for some time to
come.”

The total number of
people who are receiving
traditional state unem-
ployment benefits fell to
5.3 million for the week
that ended Dec. 12 from a
week earlier. That figure
had peaked in early May
at nearly 23 million. The
steady decline since then
means that some unem-
ployed Americans are
finding work and no longer
receiving aid. But it also
indicates that many of the
unemployed have used up
their state benefits, which
typically expire after six
months.

Millions more job-
less Americans are now
collecting checks under
two federal programs that
were created in March to
ease the economic pain

inflicted by the pandemic.
Those programs had been
set to expire the day after
Christmas. On Monday,
Congress agreed to extend
them as part of a $900
billion pandemic rescue
package.

On Tuesday night,
though, President Donald
Trump suddenly raised
doubts about that aid and
other federal money by
attacking Congress’ rescue
package as inadequate and
suggesting that he might
not sign it into law.

The supplemental
federal jobless benefit in
Congress’ new measure
has been set at $300 a
week — only half the
amount provided in March
— and will expire in 11
weeks. A separate benefits
program for jobless people
who have exhausted
their regular state aid and
another benefits program
for self-employed and
gig workers will also be
extended only until early
spring, well before the
economy will likely have
fully recovered.

A tentative economic re-
covery from the springtime

collapse has been faltering
in the face of a resurgence
of COVID-19 cases: An
average of more than
200,000 confirmed cases

a day, up from fewer than
35,000 in early Septem-
ber. Hiring in November
slowed for a fifth straight
month, with employers
adding the fewest jobs
since April. Nearly 10 mil-
lion of the 22 million peo-
ple who lost jobs when the
pandemic hit in the spring
are still unemployed.

According to the data
firm Womply, closings are
rising in some hard-hit
businesses. For example,
42% of bars were closed as
of Dec. 16, up from 33%
at the start of November.
Over the same period,
closures rose from 25%
to 29% at restaurants and
from 27% to 35% at salons
and other health and beau-
ty shops.

The number of jobless
people who are collecting
aid from one of the two
federal extended-benefit
programs — the Pandemic
Unemployment Assistance
program, which offers cov-
erage to gig workers and

others who don’t qualify
for traditional benefits —
rose by nearly 27,000 to
9.3 million in the week that
ended Dec. 5.

The number of people
receiving aid under the
second program — the
Pandemic Emergency
Unemployment Compen-
sation program, which
provides federal jobless
benefits to people who
have exhausted their state
aid — fell by nearly 8,200
to 4.8 million.

All told, 20.4 million
people are now receiving
some type of unemploy-
ment benefits. (Figures for
the two pandemic-related
programs aren’t adjusted
for seasonal variations.)

States and cities have
been increasingly issuing
mask mandates, limiting
the size of gatherings,
restricting or banning
restaurant dining, closing
gyms or reducing the hours
and capacity of bars, stores
and other businesses,
all of which has slowed
economic activity. With
vaccines now beginning to
be gradually distributed,
though, optimism is rising

about 2021.

Months from now, econ-
omists say, the widespread
distribution and use of the
vaccines could potentially
unleash a robust econom-
ic rebound as the virus
is quashed, businesses
reopen, hiring picks up and
consumers spend freely
again.

Until then, the lim-
ited aid Congress has
agreed to won’t likely
be sufficient to stave
off hardships for many
households and small
companies, especially
if lawmakers balk at
enacting further aid early
next year. And a widening
financial gap between
the affluent and disad-
vantaged households will
likely worsen.

“Recession risks are
very high,” said Mark
Zandi, chief economist
at Moody’s Analytics. “I
do think the economy’s
going to start losing some
jobs here. Unemployment
will probably go higher.
The only thing that will
save us from recession
is that $900 billion fiscal
rescue package.”

Feds sue Walmart over role 1 opioid crisis

WASHINGTON (AP)
— The Justice Department
sued Walmart on Tuesday,
accusing it of fueling the
nation’s opioid crisis by
pressuring its pharmacies
to fill even potentially sus-
picious prescriptions for
the powerful painkillers.

The civil complaint
filed points to the role
Walmart’s pharmacies may
have played in the crisis
by filling opioid prescrip-
tions and Walmart’s own
responsibility for the al-
legedly illegal distribution
of controlled substances
to the pharmacies at the
height of the opioid crisis.
Walmart operates more
than 5,000 pharmacies
in its stores around the
country.

The Justice Department
alleges Walmart violated
federal law by selling
thousands of prescriptions
for controlled substances
that its pharmacists “knew
were invalid,” said Jeffrey
Clark, the acting assistant
attorney general in charge
of the Justice Department’s
civil division.

Federal law required

Newson

LOS ANGELES (AP)
— California is getting its
first Latino U.S. senator.
For Gov. Gavin Newsom,
it’s a political gamble.

The Democratic gov-
ernor Tuesday named
Secretary of State Alex
Padilla, the son of Mexican
immigrants, to fill the U.S.
Senate seat being vacated
by Vice President-elect Ka-
mala Harris. When Padilla
goes to Washington, the
former state legislator will
become California’s first
Latino senator since the
state’s founding 170 years
ago.

In picking a personal
friend and fellow Demo-
crat, Newsom had his eye

Walmart to spot suspicious
orders for controlled sub-
stances and report those

to the Drug Enforcement
Administration, but prose-
cutors charge the company
didn’t do that.

“Walmart knew that its
distribution centers were
using an inadequate sys-
tem for detecting and re-
porting suspicious orders,”
said Jason Dunn, the U.S.
attorney in Colorado. “For
years, Walmart reported
virtually no suspicious or-
ders at all. In other words,
Walmart’s pharmacies or-
dered opioids in a way that
went essentially unmoni-
tored and unregulated.”

The 160-page suit al-
leges that Walmart made it
difficult for its pharmacists
to follow the rules, putting
“enormous pressure” on
them to fill a high volume
of prescriptions as fast as
possible, while at the same
time denying them the
authority to categorically
refuse to fill prescriptions
issued by prescribers the
pharmacists knew were
continually issuing invalid
invalid prescriptions.

appoints

on history and pragmatism
— he turned to someone
he could trust with a year
of uncertainty looming,
including a possible recall
election targeting the gov-
ernor while the pandemic
rages unabated.

Newsom also reject-
ed pleas from a host of
prominent Black leaders to
replace Harris, the Senate’s
only Black woman, with
another African American
woman, such as U.S. Reps.
Karen Bass or Barbara
Lee.

About six hours after
the Padilla announcement,
Newsom’s office said he
would nominate Assembly-
woman Shirley Weber, who

The suit highlight-
ed alleged problems in
Walmart’s compliance de-
partment, which oversaw
the dispensing nationwide
of controlled substance
prescriptions. In particular,
even after Walmart phar-
macists informed the com-
pliance unit about “pill-
mill” prescribers whose
practices raised egregious
red flags, Walmart alleged-
ly continued to fill invalid
prescriptions issued by
those prescribers, accord-
ing to the suit. The suit
said that only later did
Walmart allow pharma-
cists to do blanket refusals
for these suspect practices.

Walmart fought back
in an emailed statement
to The Associated Press,
saying that the Justice
Department’s investigation
is “tainted by historical
ethics violations.” It said
the “lawsuit invents a legal
theory that unlawfully
forces pharmacists to come
between patients and their
doctors, and is riddled with
factual inaccuracies and
cherry-picked documents
taken out of context.”

Walmart noted it always
empowered its pharmacists
to refuse to fill problem-
atic opioids prescriptions,
and said they refused to
fill hundreds of thousands
of such prescriptions.
Walmart also noted it sent
the Drug Enforcement
Administration tens of
thousands of investiga-
tive leads, and it blocked
thousands of questionable
doctors from having their
opioid prescriptions filled
at its pharmacies.

In a corporate blog post
published late Tuesday,
Walmart argued that
many health regulators,
medical groups, doctors
and patients criticize the
company for going too far
in refusing to fill opioid
prescriptions. Some even
say Walmart is improperly
interfering in the doc-
tor-patient relationship, the
company said.

AP reported the news
of the lawsuit ahead of the
Justice Department’s pub-
lic announcement, citing
a person who could not
discuss the matter public-
ly before the announced

move. The person spoke
to the AP on condition of
anonymity.

Walmart filed its own
preemptive suit against the
Justice Department, Attor-
ney General William Barr
and the Drug Enforcement
Administration nearly two
months ago.

In its lawsuit, Walmart
said the Justice Depart-
ment’s investigation —
launched in 2016 — had
identified hundreds of
doctors who wrote prob-
lematic prescriptions that
Walmart’s pharmacists
should not have filled. But
the lawsuit charged that
nearly 70% of the doctors
still have active registra-
tions with the DEA.

“Blaming pharmacists
for not second-guessing
the very doctors the Drug
Enforcement Adminis-
tration (DEA) approved
to prescribe opioids is
a transparent attempt to
shift blame from DEA’s
well-documented failures
in keeping bad doctors
from prescribing opioids
in the first place,” the
company said in its state-

ment.

Walmart’s lawsuit
alleged the government
was blaming it for the lack
of regulatory and enforce-
ment policies to stem the
crisis. The company is
asking a federal judge to
declare that the govern-
ment’s suit has no basis to
seek civil damages. That
suit remains ongoing.

The initial investiga-
tion was the subject of a
ProPublica story published
in March. ProPublica
reported that Joe Brown,
then U.S. attorney for the
Eastern District of Texas
office, spent years pursu-
ing a criminal case against
Walmart for its opioid pre-
scription practices, only
to have it stymied after
the retail giant’s lawyers
appealed to senior officials
in the Justice Department.

Two months later,
Brown resigned. He didn’t
give a reason for his
departure except to say
he would be “pursuing
opportunities in the private
and public sectors.” Brown
went into private practice
in the Dallas area.

Padilla to replace Harris in Senate

is Black, to be the next sec-
retary of state. If confirmed,
she would become the first
Black woman to hold the
office, giving Newsom two
history-making picks in one
day.

Given the timing, how-
ever, it appeared the choice
was intended at least partly
to quell criticism for not
choosing a Black woman
to replace Harris.

“Many people believe
the governor will pay a
political price,” Kerman
Maddox, a Democratic
consultant and fundrais-
er who is Black, said in
an email. “It’s a terribly
insensitive decision” with
the nation in the midst of

a reckoning over racial
injustice.

“If Governor Newsom
thinks our disappointment
with the Kamala Har-
ris replacement will be
tempered by appointing an
African American woman
to be California secretary
of state, he clearly does not
know this constituency,”
Maddox added. “When I
heard the news about the
secretary of state appoint-
ment, my anger meter went
from disappointment to
being downright angry.”

Black San Francisco
Mayor London Breed
called the Senate decision
“a real blow to the African
American community.”

The hectic day of political
maneuvers only underscored
the risks that came with
them.

The mannerly, soft-spo-
ken Padilla will begin his
truncated term facing the
prospect of a tough reelec-
tion fight in 2022, when he
is likely to see challengers
from within his own party
in the heavily Democratic
state. Padilla’s current job
was also being eyed by other
possible contenders, who
could challenge Weber if she
is confirmed by the Legis-
lature. Beyond a possible
recall, Newsom is expected
to seek a second term in
2022.

Padilla quickly formed a

political committee to begin
raising money and released
a campaign-style ad intro-
ducing himself as the new
senator.

It frames him as the epit-
ome of the American dream,
the son of immigrant parents
— a short-order cook who
never went to high school
and a housekeeper — who
earned an engineering
degree from the Massachu-
setts Institute of Technol-
ogy. He became a political
prodigy of sorts when he
was elevated to president of
Los Angeles City Council
president at 28, the youngest
ever, before being elected
to the Legislature and then
secretary of state.

Columbus mayor: officer did not activate body cam before shooting

COLUMBUS, Ohio
(AP) — A police officer
who shot and killed a
Black man holding a cell
phone in Ohio’s capital
city early Tuesday did not
activate his body camera
beforehand, and dash cam-
eras on the officers’ cruiser
were also not activated,
city officials said.

Because of an automatic
“look back™ feature on the
body camera, the shooting
was captured on video
but without audio, said
Columbus Mayor Andrew
Ginther and the city’s de-
partment of public safety.
As aresult, there’s no way
to hear what the 47-year-
old man or the officer said
during the interaction,

Ginther said.

Neither the man nor the
officer has been publicly
identified.

Body camera footage
from immediately after the
shooting indicated “a delay
in rendering of first-aid to
the man,” the public safety
department said in a news
release.

“It is unacceptable to me
and the community that of-
ficers did not turn on their
cameras,” Ginther said
during a news conference.
Columbus Police Chief
Thomas Quinlan echoed
the sentiment in a state-
ment a few minutes later.

“The Division invested
millions of dollars in these
cameras for the express

purpose of creating a
video and audio record

of these kinds of encoun-
ters,” Quinlan said. “They
provide transparency and
accountability, and protect
the public, as well as offi-
cers, when the facts are in
question.”

Officers activated their
body cameras immediately
after the shooting, Quinlan
said.

Police aren’t releasing
the victim’s name until his
family is notified and until
they have a chance to view
the video of the shooting,
Ginther said.

Police said officers were
responding to a neighbor’s
non-emergency call at 1:37
a.m. about a man sitting in

a vehicle for a long time,
repeatedly turning the ve-
hicle on and off. Because
it was a non-emergency
call, the cruiser dash cam
wasn’t activated.

On arrival, officers ar-
rived to find a garage door
open and a man inside.

In the body camera
video, “the man walked to-
ward the officer with a cell
phone in his left hand,”
police said. “His right hand
was not visible.”

One officer fired and
hit the man, who died just
under an hour later at a
local hospital. There was
no weapon recovered at the
scene, police said.

The man was visiting
someone at the home at the

time, police said.

Quinlan relieved the
officer of duty, ordered
him to turn in his gun and
badge and stripped him of
police powers pending the
outcome of investigations
into the shooting. By union
contract the officer will
still be paid. A message
was left with the union
representing Columbus
officers.

The look-back function,
known as “buffering,” is
a common technology
on body cameras, and is
meant to address this exact
situation, said Charles
Katz, an Arizona State
University criminal justice
professor.

Although the camer-

as’ video is perpetually
running, they only begin
recording once they’re
activated, saving whatever
they’re set to, such as 30
seconds or a minute, Katz
said.

“In a technical sense it’s
always recording but it’s
not saved until it’s activat-
ed, and then it only saves
the prior 60 seconds,” Katz
said.

The city council issued a
statement describing mem-
bers as “beyond frustrated”
at the news.

“We are impatient for
answers but insist on a
thorough, professional, and
complete investigation that
ensures justice is done,”
the statement said.
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Clippers spoil Lakers’ ring night in opener

LOS ANGELES (AP) — After
the Los Angeles Lakers got their
championship rings, the Los
Angeles Clippers gave a perfor-
mance that showed this retooled
team is determined to contend for
its own jewelry several months
from now.

Paul George scored 26 of his
33 points in the second half,
Kawhi Leonard added 26 points
and the Los Angeles Clippers
rallied past the Los Angeles Lak-
ers on the NBA champions’ ring
ceremony night for a 116-109
victory Tuesday.

George went 13 of 18 with
five 3-pointers in an outstanding
first game since agreeing to add
four years and $190 million to
his contract with the Clippers,
who never trailed in the latest
meeting of Southern California’s
two NBA powerhouses. The
Clippers beat the Lakers in the
season opener for the second

straight year while winning
coach Tyronn Lue’s debut.

The Clippers stayed in their
locker room while the Lakers
received their rings, but they
emerged with purpose and de-
termined play — from their two
superstars in particular.

“Our focus was on us,” Lue
said. “The Lakers, they deserved
that ring. They had a great year,
and you can’t take nothing away
from them. Our focus wasn’t re-
ally on the Lakers. They were the
best team last year, so congrat-
ulations to them again, but now
we’re moving on.”

LeBron James scored 22
points and Anthony Davis had 18
for the Lakers just 72 days after
they finished off the Miami Heat
in the NBA bubble. James said
he turned his ankle “pretty good”
in the second half, leading him to
play just 28 minutes.

“I’'m happy today is over with

and we can focus on the season,
but it’s just a lot to process,”
James said. “It felt weird having
a basketball game today.”

The Lakers returned from the
shortest offseason in league histo-
ry and celebrated the franchise’s
17th title, but they couldn’t keep
up with George and Leonard
down the stretch. Lakers coach
Frank Vogel also limited James’
playing time and kept Davis to
31 minutes, anticipating the long
grind ahead on his veterans after
a 10-week offseason.

“It’s not ideal, but I do feel
it’s necessary to manage those
guys’ minutes the right way,”
Vogel said. “Getting through this
stretch healthy is a priority, and
evaluating how our new guys fit
is a priority when we haven’t had
a normal amount of time to do
that. The five guys on the floor
have got to be better than they
were tonight.”

Serge Ibaka scored 15 points
in his debut for the Clippers, who
hadn’t played since blowing a
3-1 playoff series lead to Denver
and ruining a much-anticipat-
ed conference final showdown
with the waiting Lakers in the
bubble. The collapse led to coach
Doc Rivers’ departure, and Lue
moved down the bench to take
over a star-studded team with
several new additions.

The Lakers fell behind by 22
points under the ring hangover in
the first quarter, but they erased
all but two points of the deficit
in the second. The Clippers
pulled away late in the third with
George scorching a series of
one-on-one defenders. He scored
11 more points in the fourth to
seal it.

“We’re not thinking about
last year,” Leonard said. “It’s a
different team. I’m just happy
that we kept playing basketball

the right way. Even if we lost the
lead, we turned around and kept
playing our basketball. We ran
our offense, and that’s what we
take pride in tonight. Everybody
had each other’s back and was
staying positive.”

NETS 125, WARRIORS
99: Kevin Durant shook off 18
months of rust and finished with
22 points in 25 minutes, Kyrie Ir-
ving was even better and Brook-
lyn kicked off the Steve Nash era
with a win over Golden State in
the NBA’s season opener.

Durant was competing in his
first official game since rupturing
his Achilles tendon while playing
for Golden State in Game 5 of
the 2019 NBA Finals.

Irving led Brooklyn with 26
points and Caris LeVert scored
20 as the Nets led by as many as
38 points.

Stephen Curry had 20 points
and 10 assists for the Warriors.

BYU rolls up 49 points in Boca Raton Bowl victory

BOCA RATON, Fla. (AP) —
The NFL will have to wait for
BYU’s Zach Wilson — for a few
days, at least.

Wilson threw for 425 yards
with three touchdown passes and
two rushing scores as No. 13 BYU
routed UCF 49-23 in the Boca
Raton Bowl on Tuesday night.

Wilson, considered a top pros-
pect, completed 26 of 34 passes
in what might be his final college
game.

“I don’t know yet,” Wilson
said when asked about his plans.
”I’m probably going to enjoy the
Christmas break and discuss with
coaches, discuss with my family
and figure out what’s best. Obvi-
ously, (a decision) probably has
to be before the new year.”

The Cougars (11-1) led 35-10
at halftime and finished with 655
yards of offense to UCF’s 411.

Tyler Allgeier carried 19
times for 177 yards and a score.
Isaac Rex had five catches for
96 yards and two touchdowns as
BYU earned its first victory in
nine games it has played in the
Sunshine State.

“The excitement we had to
play this game was special,” Wil-
son said. “Just looking around
and soaking it all in was the
coolest part.”

Dillon Gabriel was 21 of 45

Nevada gets win over Tulane in Potato Bowl

BOISE, Idaho (AP) — Neva-
da coach Jay Norvell had plen-
ty of reasons to be emotional as
he challenged his team before
it took the field in the Famous
Idaho Potato Bowl. And his
players responded.

Carson Strong threw for 271
yards and five touchdowns,
Devonte Lee and Toa Taua each
rushed for over 100 yards, and
Nevada’s defense recorded
eight sacks for the first time in
17 years as the Wolf Pack beat
Tulane 38-27 on Tuesday.

Nevada (7-2) finished 2020
the same way it started the year
— by playing in the same bowl
game, which the Wolf Pack lost
30-21 to Ohio on Jan. 3.

Nevada got stuffed at the
goal line on its first possession
and turned the ball over on
downs. Then the Wolf Pack
defense got things rolling with
an interception by Christian
Swint. Two plays later, Strong

hit Turner for an 11-yard touch-

down, the first of three quick

for 217 yards and two TDs for
the Knights (6-4). He had a
stretch of nine straight incom-

scores for Nevada.

“We needed to score early to
put pressure on them,” Norvell
said. “And I’'m really happy
and satisfied with what our
guys did. We talked about play-
ing our best football game and
a lot of ways we did that.”

Cameron Carroll rushed for
120 yards — more than half on
a meaningless late touchdown
— for Tulane (6-6), which was
one of 19 schools to play 11
regular-season games amid the
coronavirus pandemic. The
Green Wave failed in their bid
to win three consecutive bowl
games for the first time in pro-
gram history.

“Our margin for error is very
slim,” Tulane coach Willie
Fritz said. “We’ve got to do
the little things every game in
order to win. We didn’t do that
the whole ballgame and didn’t
execute today.”

Nevada built a 19-0 lead
early in the second quarter, but
the Green Wave rallied, pulling

pletions bridging the second and
third quarters.
BYU dominated the first half,

Auburn hires Boise State coach Harsin

AssocIATED PRESs

Auburn hired Boise State’s
Bryan Harsin as its head coach
on Tuesday, luring him away
from his alma mater and into the
powerful Southeastern Confer-
ence.

The 44-year-old Harsin is
69-19 with three Mountain West
titles in seven seasons at Boise
State, but winning in the SEC
affords greater chances for play-
off berths and national titles.

The Auburn job is also sure to
bring a major pay raise, though
contract details for Harsin
weren’t immediately available.

“I’m incredibly excited and
humbled for the opportunity to
be at a place like Auburn Univer-
sity,” Harsin said in a statement.
“I knew it would take a special
opportunity to get me out of Boi-
se and Auburn is exactly that, the
chance to compete at the highest
level for one of the greatest pro-
grams in college football.

“I have a tremendous amount
of respect for the coaches and
players in the Southeastern Con-
ference, but am ready to help
build a foundation at Auburn
where we can consistently com-
pete for championships.”

That has been easier said than
done in the brutal SEC West,
presided over by in-state rival
Alabama.

Auburn fired Gus Malzahn
earlier this month after he went
6-4 in his eighth season — a
move that cost the school more
than $21 million to buy out the
former coach’s contract.

Auburn has been an up-and-

down program, winning the
national championship under
Gene Chizik before going on a
rapid decline.

The Tigers turned to Malzahn,
the offensive coordinator for that
Cam Newton-led team. Malzahn
led Auburn to the Southeastern
Conference championship and
into the national championship
game in his first season, 2013.
But the Tigers have lost at least
four games in each of the seven
seasons since.

Meanwhile, Auburn’s chief
rivals have thrived. Alabama
has been a perennial contender
and Georgia has also emerged
as a national power, making it
even harder for Auburn to make
headway on the field and on the
recruiting trail.

The Tigers sought out their
next coach from more than
2,100 miles away.

“He’s a proven winner whose
record speaks for itself,” Auburn
athletic director Allen Greene
said. “Coach Harsin impressed
me with his detailed plan to lead
Auburn to consistently compete
for championships in the South-
eastern Conference.”

Harsin also replaced Malz-
ahn at Arkansas State in 2013,
winning a share of the Sun Belt
Conference title in his lone
season before returning to his
alma mater.

His name was scarcely men-
tioned as reports cycled between
potential candidates, from
Alabama offensive coordinator
Steve Sarkisian to Oregon’s Ma-
rio Cristobal, Louisiana’s Billy
Napier and UAB’s Bill Clark.

“Our search was diligent and
thoughtful, and it is unfortunate
that so much misinformation
was spread in recent days about
the process,” Auburn President
Jay Gogue said, though it wasn’t
clear precisely what he was
referring to.

Harsin has a proven track
record as a head coach, more so
than any Auburn coach in recent
memory. Malzahn only had one
season as a college head coach.
Chizik had a losing record at
Towa State.

Tommy Tuberville was 12-20
in the SEC at Mississippi. Then
there’s Harsin, who sustained
the success of one of college
football’s top Group of Five
programs.

A victory in the 2014 Mountain
West Championship game marked
Boise State’s first outright league
title since joining the conference
in 2011, and its first overall since
2009. The only alumnus to coach
the Broncos in their history,
Harsin has won conference cham-
pionships as a player, assistant
coach and head coach.

Boise State won at least nine
games in each of his first six
seasons. The Broncos finished
5-2 this year, losing to No. 19
San Jose State in the league title
game. Boise State opted not to
participate in a bowl game.

Boise State President Mar-
lene Tromp praised Harsin’s
contributions to the program but
expressed confidence the win-
ning would continue under his
successor, for whom she said the
school would conduct a national
search.

within 26-20 midway through
the third quarter.

Then Nevada’s dominant
ground game took over,
imposing its will on a Tulane
defensive line thinned by inju-
ries and absences, and Strong
put the game away with two
fourth-quarter TD passes.

Lee rushed for 105 yards and
Toa had 102 yards rushing with
a touchdown to go along with
77 yards receiving.

ONLY IN THE POTATO
BOWL: With 17 seconds left
in the game, Nevada received
an unusual unsportsmanlike
conduct penalty. Celebrating
players dumped a bucket of
French fries on Norvell’s head
near the sideline, and the fries
spilled onto the playing surface,
resulting in the penalty.

Players and coaches had to
rake the deep-fried potatoes
to the side before play could
resume. When it did, Carroll
ripped off a 65-yard scoring run
for Tulane.

outgaining UCF 434 yards to 227
despite running 11 fewer plays.
The Cougars led 14-0 less than

four minutes into the game after
scoring on its first two drives,
each more than 70 yards and less
than 1:50 in duration.

“If they can score, I really don’t
care how much time they burn
on the clock,” BYU coach Kalani
Sitake said. “We have to play a
certain style of defense that will
match that and complement what
our offense is going to do.”

Wilson finished the first
drive by running 15 yards on a
quarterback draw. On BYU’s
next possession, he hit Rex for
a 36-yard TD pass on a reverse
flea-flicker.

Wilson ran 4 yards to make it
21-0 with 25 seconds left in the
first quarter. It was another long
(76 yards) but quick (1:42) drive.

UCEF defensive back Divaad
Wilson was penalized for target-
ing late in the first quarter and
was disqualified.

After UCF scored early in the
second quarter, Wilson threw two
more TD passes. He connected
with wide-open tight end Isaac
Rex from 27 yards out, and his
third scoring pass of the half was
a 35-yard strike to Neil Pau’u with
3:31 remaining to make it 35-7.

“He’s a great player, that’s
why he’s viewed the way he is
by the NFL,” UCF coach Josh
Heupel said.

OSU men hold off Portland
State rally for 67-62 victory

CORVALLIS (AP) — Zach
Reichle and Jarod Lucas each
scored a season-high 15 points
and Oregon State held off Port-
land State for a 67-62 victory on
Tuesday night.

Warith Alatishe added 13
points and 11 rebounds for
Oregon State (4-3), his second
double-double of the season.

Khalid Thomas split a pair of
free throws to give Portland State
a 62-61 lead with 2:13 remaining.
Rodrigue Andela made a layup
for the Beavers with 24 seconds
to play. Reichle and Alatishe each
made two free throws to end it.

James Scott scored 16 points
to lead the Vikings (2-4). Paris
Dawson had 13 points and
Thomas 11.

Ethan Thompson, who hasn’t

missed a start for the Beavers in
101 games, had just seven points
on 2-of-11 shooting, snapping his
15-game streak scoring in double
figures, dating to last season.

Portland State opened the
second half on a 24-9 run to pull
to 45-43, and then a 12-2 surge
gave the Vikings their first lead,
58-57 with 4:00 remaining.

The Beavers beat Portland
State 81-76 last season and lead
the series 15-0.

Oregon State, which had
Sunday’s game against South-
ern California postponed due
to COVID-19 issues within the
Trojans’ program, is scheduled to
host Stanford on Dec. 31.

Portland State is scheduled to
play at Eastern Washington on
Dec. 31.

Gasparilla Bowl canceled after
South Carolina pulls out

COLUMBIA, S.C. (AP)

— The Gasparilla Bowl was
canceled Tuesday after South
Carolina withdrew because of
COVID-19 issues within the
program.

Gasparilla Bowl executive
director Scott Glaser said orga-
nizers tried to find an opponent
for UAB for Saturday’s game
at Raymond James Stadium in
Tampa, Florida, but came up
empty.

“The current environment has
presented many challenges,”

Glaser said.

The Gamecocks, who finished
2-8, opted out due to positive
COVID-19 tests and contact
tracing within the program.

“Until next year, Blazer
Nation!” UAB football tweeted
shortly after ESPN Events’ called
off the game.

UAB (6-3) won its second
consecutive Conference USA
championship over the weekend.

The Gasparilla Bowl becomes
the 17th bowl to be canceled
amid the coronavirus pandemic.



