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Southern Coos Hospltal CEO ousted

By DAVID RUPKALVIS
The World

A split board of directors for
the Southern Coos Health District
voted to terminate the employment
of CEO Eugene Suksi during a
special meeting Wednesday.

By a 3-1 vote, the board termi-
nated Suksi as CEO Of Southern

Coos Hospital & Health Center
without cause. The decision went
into effect immediately.

After the vote, the two dissent-
ing members of the board turned
in their resignations, with board
President David Allen and Trea-
surer Edie Jurgenson stepping
down from their positions.

Brent Bischoff, the secretary

of the board, said the board
began looking into complaints
about Suksi last month.

“Right after our June board
meeting, the board engaged with
a special HR attorney to conduct
an investigation into multiple
HR complaints the board had
received,” Bischoff said.

Last week, the board met in

Bert Davis will return to the Coos County Fair and Rodeo this week with his show highlighting his dogs.

Rodeo stars come home to

By DAVID RUPKALVIS
The World

Bert and Frannie Davis have
seen and participated in the big-
gest rodeos in the world. Nation-
al Finals Rodeo in Las Vegas?
Been there, done that. Massive
shows in Oklahoma, Texas, Cali-
fornia? Every single year.

But one small-town rodeo
stands out for the Bert and Fran-

Shutter Creek
proponents
wait on
governor

By DAVID RUPKALVIS
The World

Shutter Creek has made its
case and now community is
waiting for Gov. Kate Brown
to make a final decision on the
future of the state prison.

State Rep. Boomer Wright
said he remained hopeful after
the meeting, saying he felt
Brown came in with an open
mind and listened as commu-
nity members made a case to
keep the facility open.

“I think it went very well,”
Wright said. “The people we
had talking did an excellent
job pleading our case. She
asked questions that I thought
were reasonable. She said it
would take a couple of weeks
to make a decision.”

Wright said the governor
said after the recently-finished
legislative session, she would be
busy signing bills and imple-
menting new laws, so a decision
would not be immediate.

But Wright said Brown
listened and asked questions
that showed she was consid-
ering the arguments made by

Please see GOVERNOR, Page A6

nie, the Coos County Fair and Ro-
deo. The two met there in 1974,
Bert’s first year as a rodeo clown.
Two years later, Frannie was
named the fair queen. They have
performed in Myrtle Point several
times through the years and will
be returning home this year to
entertain crowds at the 2021 Coos
County Fair and Rodeo.

Yes, Myrtle Point is home,
a place Frannie grew up and a

place they both have spent a con-
siderable amount of time during
the offseason.

Bert Davis was born to be
arodeo clown. Growing up in
Oakdale, California, Davis was
a frequent visitor to the Oakdale
Rodeo. But he never was into
watching the horses or even
the participants. Another thing
caught his attention.

“Rodeo clown, that was it for

executive session to review the
results of that investigation.
When the board returned to pub-
lic, it took two votes.

The first vote, decided by a 3-2
decision, was to keep the results
of the investigation private under
the attorney-client privilege.

Bischoff, Norbert Johnson and
Mary Schamehorn voted to keep

Contributed photo

Coos County for 2021 Fair

me,” Bert said. “You could find
me at the Oakdale Rodeo, at the
clown trailer.”

In Oakdale, a larger-than-
life rodeo clown caught Bert’s
attention. Wild Bill Lane lived
just miles down the road from his
house, and Bert remembers being
fascinated with the different
animals and creations at Lane’s

Please see RODEO, Page A2

the records private while Allen
and Jurgenson voted against it.

After the vote, Jurgenson sub-
mitted her resignation from the
board, citing health reasons.

Bischoff then made a motion
to exercise the termination clause
in Suksi’s contract. The vote

Please see HOSPITAL, Page A10

Drought
heightening
already
dangerous

wildfire
conditions

JEREMY C. RUARK
The World

Over half of Oregon is
now facing extreme drought,
according to the U.S. Drought
Monitor, part of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration.

Extreme, record-breaking
heat has resulted in rapid
deteriorations in drought
conditions across the Pacif-
ic Northwest. Fire concerns
remain high across the west.
There have been nearly 40
new wildfires reported since
July 10 (a total 89 as of July
14). The largest of those
fires, the Bootleg Wildfire in
Klamath County has burned
over 200,000 acres is was
considered the nation’s largest
wildfire this week.

In Portland, National
Weather Service Meteorologist
John Bumgardner said there is
a slight chance of some light
drizzle in the region on Friday.

“Right now we are sand-
wiched between two systems,”

Please see DROUGHT, Page A10
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Top Left: Michael Wesley Hughes, left, and Tom Beckstrom perform a song they will
sing in upcoming concerts Bottom: Dan Neal, left, and Rudy Alaniz practice while

getting ready for a series of concerts in the next few weeks. Top Right: Alec Berfield
plays piano and sings for the Coos Rhythm & Blues Quintet.

CRBQ ready to get back on stage

By DAVID RUPKALVIS
The World

While many areas were
impacted due to the COVID-19
pandemic, one area few talk
about is the music industry.

When COVID hit last year,

many local bands and perform-
ers had shows scheduled out for
months, only to see each one
canceled as COVID shut down
all major events.

With COVID restrictions now
lifted, those musicians are gearing
up to get back in front of fans. One

such group is the Coos Rhythm
& Blues Quintet. Made up of five
veteran musicians, the quintet,
better known CRBQ, is working
overtime to prepare for a series of
shows in the coming weeks.

On Thursday, the five men, pia-
nist and singer Alec Berfield, gui-

tarist and singer Michael Wesley
Hughes, guitarist and singer Rudy
Alaniz, drummer Tom Beckstrom
and percussionist Dan Neal, were
back together to get ready for
their upcoming concerts.

Please see CRBQ, Page A10
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house every time they
drove by.

When Bert decided to
become a bullfighter, Lane
become his mentor. And
that led to the summer of
the 1974 when the two
came to Coos County to
participate in the rodeo.

“In 1974, that was
my first year as a PRCA
member,” Bert said. “We
did three shows at the fair.
After the bull riding on
Saturday night, Bill said,
‘There’s a dance here,
you can get a girl.” I went
to the dance and I met
Frannie. We corresponded
through the mail. She still
has those letters.”

The two continued
to meet at the fair each
summer and dated in the
early ’80s. But distance
and time led them to
others, and both were
married. After those
marriages ended, the
rodeo brought them back
together in 1999. That
year, Bert went to a rodeo
in Albany and walked in
to see Frannie coaching
queen candidates.

Shortly later, they were
married and began a life
traveling city to city to
participate in rodeos.

“I fought bulls for 22
years,” Bert said. “Then I
went straight to clowning
and barrleman. I always
had an animal act.”

Now at 64, Davis is hap-
py to admit those animals
are the stars of his show.
When he and Frannie
travel, they are joined by
18 dogs, and each one
participates in their show
in one way or another. All
the dogs are rescues that
are trained to entertain.

“I started working with

dogs in 1995,” Bert said.
“I had a dear friend, a
clown, who helped me
with my first three. He
wouldn’t give me tips, but |
watched him working, and
he helped guide me. Since
1995, we’ve used over 30
dogs. They are the stars

of the show. In our show,
there’s so much going on.”

While Davis is known
as the Coppertown
Clown, his act is now
Davis’ Mutley Crew.

When he began his
career as a rodeo clown,
Davis was the youngest
person to ever receive a
PRCA card at 16. In the
early 2000s, he had a
conversation with a friend
that made him realize
something had to change.
At the time, the rodeo
world was changing, with
many rodeos getting rid of
entertainment acts like ro-
deo clowns. To set himself
apart, Davis had to go big,
so he tried out for and was
accepted onto America’s
Got Talent. He made it
through two rounds of the
national TV show before
he had to leave due to
commitments with several
rodeos. While the TV show
was exciting, Davis said
those rodeos had booked
him years in advance, and
he couldn’t pull out.

Even though his stay on
TV was short, it re-ener-
gized his career. For years,
he and Frannie went to
multiple rodeos every week
and even began traveling
with a circus over the win-
ter. Things were going very
well, and then COVID hit.
Like many, Bert expected
the impact to be limited,
but it shut down rodeos na-
tionwide for a year, leaving
Bert, Frannie and the dogs
with no income and little
to do.

“We lost a lot of money,”
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Contributed Photos
Bert and Frannie Davis performing
their rodeo clown routine with dogs.

he said. “We were sitting in
Arizona in May. It was 108
and it felt like 113.”

So, Bert got a job as
a truck driver in Cotton-
wood, Calif., leaving rodeo
behind. He expected that
trend to continue in 2021,
admitting his career felt
like it was close to over.

“I was happy driving
truck,” he said. “I had only
two rodeos booked. All of
a sudden, my phone started
ringing. We are booked be-
tween rodeos, bull ridings
and circuses every weekend
until November.”

This last week is typical
for a rodeo clown’s life.
Bert and Frannie were in
Woodland, California on
Friday, spent Saturday and
Sunday in Fortuna and
entertained in Susanville
on Tuesday. Wednesday
morning, they are plan-
ning to make the drive to
Myrtle Point.

“Hopefully, Wednesday
night, we’re sitting in Thai
Dynasty,” Bert said with
a laugh.

Bert and Frannie say
coming home is a big deal,
and one they are looking
forward to. Frannie jokes
the trip with be her 45-1/2
high school reunion for Co-
quille High School. While
she will see old friends,
she will also get to visit her
family, who still live here.

“It’s very exciting,” Bert
said. “If you would have
asked me at the first of the

year what 2021 would be, |
never would have predicted
what would happen to us
the last few months.”

To get to the Coos Coun-
ty Fair and Rodeo itself
was a challenge. When
Bert saw the rodeo was
returning and he had the
weekend open, he reached
out to the board of direc-
tors to gauge interest. And
while there was interest,
one thing there wasn’t was
money.

Bert cut his fee as much
as possible, but after being
forced to close last year,
the fair had little money
for entertainment. That’s
when the local community
stepped up.

Wayne Nelson and Jake
Choquette with the Roxy
Barber Shop in Coquille
began raising funds. In
a short time, they got
assistance from Stephanie
Martell, Joe Slack and

Andrew Locati with HGE
Architects in Coos Bay;
Wendy King and Mike
Layton with Coquille
Supply; Milky Way Feed
in Coquille and Nails by
Kayla Jean in Coquille.
Together, they raised the
money to bring Bert and
Frannie home.

“Myrtle Point, in my
lifetime, it’s one of them
places that has a lot of
meaning,” Bert said.
“Here we are coming to
the Coos County Fair and
Rodeo for the first time
since 2011. It’s been nine
or 10 years since we’ve
been there, and our show
has completely changed.”

One advantage of the
COVID lockdown is it
gave Bert and Frannie
time to revamp the show.
Depending on where they
perform, Bert, Frannie and
the dogs can go for five
minutes up to half an hour.
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“The show we’re pre-
senting now, [ didn’t think
I could ever get done,” Bert
said. “Frannie and I have
been training, and the show
we have now, I don’t think
I’ve had a better show.”

Bert and Frannie spend
much of their time on the
road, pulling a trailer that
doubles as a dog kennel,
their home and storage
shed. While their show
thrills people nationwide
and has received numerous
awards, Bert said for him,
the reward is still being
able to perform.

“All I ever wanted to be
was a rodeo entertainer,”
he said.

While that has been
accomplished, he has also
become a husband and a
dad to 18 dogs.

“Our dogs go everywhere
with us,” Bert said. “We
don’t let anybody watch our
dogs. They’re our family.
They’re considered our chil-
dren and grandchildren.”

And as much as Bert and
Frannie love their dogs, the
dogs reward them, as well.

“Every dog we have
is in the show one way
or another,” Bert said.
“These dogs love it. They
go crazy because they
want to perform. The dogs
love what they do. You
can see their happiness
when they perform.”

While 2021 has been
a surprising turnaround
year for Bert and Fran-
nie, Bert said he be-
lieves events like the
Coos County Fair and
Rodeo are helping the
entire country heal after
COVID.

“In all the events we’ve
done so far, we’ve had
record crowds,” Bert said.
“People want to get out,
they want to be entertained,
they want to see people.”

And this week, they get
to see a homecoming for
The Coppertown Clown
and his rodeo queen love.
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Note to Joe: try these two easy
tricks to promote freedom in Cuba

By THomas L. Knapp

“We stand with the Cuban
people,” U.S. President Joe
Biden said in an official White
House statement, responding to
protests across the Caribbean
island country, “and their clarion
call for freedom and relief from
the tragic grip of the pandemic
and from the decades of repres-
sion and economic suffering to
which they have been subjected
by Cuba’s authoritarian regime.”

Cuban President Miguel
Diaz-Canel disagreed as to the
nature of the protests. “All this
discontent, these feelings of dis-
satisfaction, what is the ultimate
cause of all that?”” he asks. “It’s
the blockade. This is part of the
U.S. playbook to destabilize us,
to generate chaos, to break our
will and spirit.”

Diaz-Canel has a point.

There’s no actual “blockade,”
but there is an embargo, now
yearly 60 years long, under
which most trade with Cuba is
forbidden to American business-
es (and foreign business which
operate the U.S.).

The supposed purpose of the
embargo has been, simply put,
to make life hard enough on the
Cuban people that they rise up
and overthrow the communist
regime. So, when Diaz-Canel
blames the embargo for popular
discomfort and dissatisfaction,

a U.S. claim that he’s wrong is
essentially an admission that the
embargo serves no worthwhile
purpose whatsoever.

Which seems to be the case.
Six decades of failure to achieve
its purpose kind of speaks for
itself, don’t you think?

If Biden really wants to “stand
with the Cuban people,” there are
two easy steps he can take to do
so in an honest way.

First, he can ask Congress to
lift the embargo and declare a
policy of unilateral free trade
with Cuba. If Cubans aren’t
going to be permitted to trade
with Americans, let the Cuban
regime, not the U.S. regime,
be the ones to say so - and to
pay any price in popularity that
comes with the decision.

Second, he can ask Congress
to end all restrictions on travel

Thomas L. Knapp

and migration between Cuba
and the U.S. If you’re a Cuban
who wants to visit or live in
America, or vice versa, and if
you can find a way to make the
journey, the U.S. government
won’t stand in your way (again,
if the Cuban government does,
that’s on them).

Will those two things happen?
Not likely. Florida’s a swing pres-
idential state with a strong lobby
and associated Cuban-American
voting bloc that favors economic
protectionism in the name of an
“anti-communism’” that aims to
keep Cuba’s Communist Party in
charge at all costs.

But if he dares risk it, Biden
can actually stand up for
freedom - in a way that invites
the Cuban people to reveal and
act on their true preferences,
whatever those preferences may
be - instead of just mouthing
dishonest platitudes.

Thomas L. Knapp (Twitter:
@thomaslknapp) is director
and senior news analyst at the
William Lloyd Garrison Center
for Libertarian Advocacy Jour-
nalism (thegarrisoncenter.org).
He lives and works in north
central Florida.
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Our infrastructure should go back to the future

By Steven BERGLUND

America’s infrastructure is taking a beating - and
not just from wear and tear. As Congress continues
its negotiations over infrastructure, it’s hard to find
an article about U.S. roads, bridges or transmission
lines that doesn’t describe them as “crumbling.”

It’s not that the original projects were poorly
built. On the contrary, 20th Century U.S. infra-
structure includes a long list of iconic marvels.
These projects were imaginative, technologically
bold and transformative.

But concrete and steel wear out. While “crum-
bling” is perhaps rhetorical overkill, much of our
20th Century infrastructure is aging and struggling
to meet current needs.

To that end, the president has challenged Ameri-
cans to “build back better.” But what does “better”
mean in the context of our bridges, roads, ports and
other infrastructure elements?

Today’s political momentum behind infrastruc-
ture has been absent for decades. It would be
unfortunate if we lost this opportunity by reverting
to the traditional thinking on what constitutes in-
frastructure. A transformative strategy must include
an aggressive use of technology in the design,
construction and operation of new projects.

By integrating the digital and physical worlds,
it’s possible to develop solutions that have no
historical precedent. Digital construction, in the
form of smart machines and site management tools,
has already demonstrated potential. It can achieve
project cost reductions of up to 25 percent, by im-
proving productivity and reducing waste.

Meanwhile, the availability of cost-effective
sensors coupled with reliable wireless connectivity,
cloud-enabled access to data bases and Al capa-
bilities provide a platform for improvements in
operating costs, project life and user benefits.

While much of these technologies are still
nascent, early developments are already in play

across the country. Santa Clara County uses sensors
and cloud-based calculations to adjust traffic lights
on major roads, accounting for car volume as well
as bicycles and pedestrians. Early tests of a similar
system in Pittsburgh found that it cut travel times
by a quarter and idling by almost a third.

Smart water systems, such as the one being
implemented in Louisville, Kentucky, detect leaks
and hasten repairs. Real-time monitoring of dams
and bridges provides status updates that allow the
prioritization of maintenance and the avoidance of
catastrophic failure.

Examples such as these are proliferating. So, any
infrastructure legislation that doesn’t anticipate a
continuing flow of innovation and provide appro-
priate incentives will fail.

Properly anticipating the trends that will chal-
lenge our future infrastructure is equally crucial.
As a recent report from the Brookings Institution
stated, our country “cannot simply react as the pace
of digitalization accelerates.”

Constructing new versions of old infrastructure,
however sensational it was for its era, will be insuf-
ficient to meet these challenges. Technology will
future-proof our systems by enabling them to better
adapt to changing conditions, and thereby extend-
ing their effective life.

The challenge of future-proofing our infra-
structure will require imagination and vision from
Republicans and Democrats. Some aspirational
elements should be easy to agree on - namely, the
need to build smart infrastructure.

By getting that strategy right, Congress will be
making a wise investment - whatever the monetary
amount. And the infrastructure we build today will
sustain us long into the future.

Steve Berglund is the Executive Chairman of the
Board of Directors at Sunnyvale-based Trimble
Inc. He is the Chair of the Association of Equip-
ment Manufacturers. This piece originally ran in
the Mercury News.

Do you have an opinion
you would like to share with the
readers of The World?
Send letters to the editor to
worldeditor@countrymedia.net

Write to us and the community with a
Letter to the Editor

This newspaper’s letters to the editor are limited to a
maximum of 350 words and will be edited for gram-
mar, spelling and blatant inaccuracies. Unsubstantiated
or irresponsible allegations or personal attacks on any
individual will not be published. Letters containing
details presented as facts rather than opinions must
include their sources.

Writers are limited to 1 published letter per month.
All submissions must include the author’s full name,
local street address and telephone number (only the
name and city of residence will be published). By sub-
mitting a letter, writers also grant permission for them
to be posted online. Opinions expressed on this page
are the writer’s alone and do not represent the opin-
ion of the newspaper or its parent company, Country
Media, Inc.
To make a submission to the editor, fill out a
submission form at www.theworldlink.com, email
worldeditor@countrymedia.net or call

541-269-1222 ext. 235.

HOW TO CONTACT YOUR LEGISLATORS

U.S. SENATORS

Sen. Jeff Merkley (D) Sen. Ron Wyden (D)

107 Russell Senate Office Building 223 Dirkson Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510-0001
Phone: 202-224-3753 Phone: 202-224-5244

Fax: 202-228-3997 Fax: 202-228-2717
Website: merkley.senate.gov/contact Website: wyden.senate.gov/contact

U.S. REPRESENTATIVE - CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 4
Sen. Peter DeFazio (D)
2134 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001
Phone: 202-225-6416
Fax: 202-225-0032
Website: house.gov/formdefazio/contact

Shame on NB residents?

Our May election in North
Bend was a good example of what
happens when only 1,960 voters
out of 7,034 registered voters both-
er to vote. As a result of this low
turnout, the Pool Tax Levy passed
and all NB property owners will
now pay a “pool tax’’ (above the
usual 3% increase allowed by law)
for the next five years.

NB taxpayers already pay over
$350,000 per year for the pool.
Now, we’ll pay a second annual
tax, plus admission to use the
pool. The city also received over
$100K of so-called “free” grant
money for the pool.

Shortly before the pool levy
was passed, the City Finance
Director “reported” a $1,045,000
(not a typo) beginning balance

“mistake” in the city’s 2020-
2021 budget. This “error” was
brought to the attention of former
City Administrator O’Conner
and city council last June by a
qualified NB citizen before the
May 2021 election. Our mayor
and several current council mem-
bers were aware of the balance
error long before it was publicly
disclosed in an April council
meeting—held just before the
election. Apparently, none of the
council members listened or read
their email...or did they? Some
councilors knew the money was
there all along, but didn’t want
you to know.

Instead, the pool was closed
and then “held hostage.” pass the
“Pool Tax Levy” or you don’t
get the pool. This tax is nothing

more than a sleight of hand to
retrieve the $180 Public Safety
Fee that voters overwhelmingly
took back from the city in the
May 2020 election.

With the passage of this levy,
the city has managed to bamboo-
zle voters again. Our city contin-
ues to dig into our pockets when
they seem to be unable to keep
track of the money they already
have. Starting this October, prop-
erty taxes will be increased more
than usual for the next five years.

Fellow NB residents, please
pay attention to your city council
and make sure to vote.

Fool me once, shame on
you.... Fool me twice, shame on
me. Your vote really does matter.

Debra Bankler
North Bend
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Larry Hardin

June 23, 1943 - July 14, 2021

Robert Jesse Duanne

November 3, 1928 - July 12,

2021

A celebration of the
life of long-time Bandon
resident, Larry Hardin, will
be held 1:00 p.m., Saturday,
July 24,2021 at Bandon
Christian Fellowship.

Larry was born June 23,

A large fish, rare to the Oregon
Coast, has been found on Sunset Beach

near Seaside.

The 3.5 foot, 100-pound Opah was
reported to the Seaside Aquarium at 8 a.m.
Wednesday, July 14. After seeing pho-
tographs of the unusual fish the Seaside
Aquarium crew quickly responded and

recovered the fish.

“It created quite the stir at the Aquarium
where folks were encouraged to come take a
look at this beautiful and odd looking fish,”
the Seaside Aquarium’s Facebook post reads.

The fish will be frozen until the school
year starts and the aquarium will use the
Opabh as part of its educational outreach with

1943 in Upland, California,
the son of Rodney &
Elnora (Cupp) Hardin.
He died July 14, 2021 in
Bandon at the age of 78.

He was reared and
educated in Lakewood,
California.

He married Joyce
Reynolds on February
6, 1971 in Anaheim,
California.

He owned a small
business in California
called Light Instruments
Technology.

They moved to Bandon
in 1976 and started
Hardin Optical.

Larry loved cars and
planes, even keeping
current on his pilot

license. He and Joyce
attended Bandon
Christian Fellowship and
he had been involved
with the community
throughout the years.

He is survived by his
wife of 50 years, Joyce;
daughter, Rebecca Maul,
son, Michael and Megan
Hardin; sister, Candy
Carr; brother, Guy Hardin;
grandchildren, Lily, Luke,
Rose, Matthew Maul,
Nathan and Nolan Hardin.

Friends may offer
condolences online at
westrumfuneralservice.
com. Arrangements are
under the direction of
Amling Schroeder Funeral
Service, Bandon.

Courtesy Seaside Aquarium
This 3.5 foot, 100 pound Opah was discovered along the beach near Seaside on Tuesday morning.

Rare Opah found at Sunset Beach

local school students by partnering with the
Columbia River Maritime Museum.

“One lucky school group will get the

chance to dissect this large fish,” the Face-
book post states.

While rare this far north, it is not un-
heard of to find an Opah along the shore.
According to OregonLive, a 97-pound

Opah was caught 37 miles off of the

Columbia River Mouth in 2009.

Opahs can grow to over six feet and
weigh over 600 pounds. They inhabit pe-
lagic (meaning they live in the open ocean),
tropical and temperate waters where they
feed on krill and squid, according to the
Seaside Aquarium’s Facebook post.

DEAR AB Bv By Abigail Van Buren

save and buy a condo.

will be.

IN PHOENIX

We are middle-class people and, at
times, some bills are hard to pay. Our
20-year-old daughter contributes $100
a week, but she earns considerably
more than he does. He is laying a guilt
trip on us, and now I’m questioning
whether our daughter should pay if he
doesn’t. Your advice will help us clarify
how the household should run. --
TEMPORARILY CONFUSED MOM

DEAR TEMPORARILY
CONFUSED: Your adult children
should both contribute because the
income is needed. Since your son earns
less than your daughter and can’t afford
to pay as much as she does, perhaps he
should pay the same PERCENTAGE
of his income as his sister. However, if
that’s not feasible, he should absolutely
be doing chores around the house to
make up for it. The longer you coddle
him, the heavier his guilt trips will
become and the greater your frustration

DEAR ABBY: Does it seem to you
that the definition of the word “fiance”
has changed? It used to mean a future
spouse, someone whom you were
committed to marry after a planned
engagement period. Now, though,
it seems to mean merely the person
with whom you are currently having
sex, or with whom you have a baby in
common. Am I right? -- OLD FOGEY

ADULT SON RESISTS RENT
DEMANDS FROM PARENTS

DEAR ABBY: Should a 23-year-old
son pay room and board even though
he spends little time at home and eats
out often? He doesn’t do laundry or
help around the house. His argument
is, we shouldn’t take money so he can

DEAR “FOGEY?”: The definition
of fiance has definitely changed since
the inception of this advice column.
Well into the 1960s, when a couple
said they were engaged, it meant they
would be married -- usually within a

year. However, over the last 20 years or

SHOWER

regrets.

so, I have received mail from women
referring to the father of their children
or the men they have been living with
for an extended period as their “fiance.”
(Men, not so often.)

For anyone interested in reading
more about this subject, go online and
search for a fascinating article that
appeared on Slate.com. The title is,
“What Do You Call the Person You Are
Probably Never Going To Marry?” by
Hanna Rosin. I highly recommend it.

DEAR ABBY: I was recently invited
to a potluck baby shower. I have also
been invited to potluck weddings! I
always thought the point of a shower/
wedding was providing for your
guests while they provide gifts. Food
is not expensive, and if money is an
issue, one could schedule a shower
outside of mealtimes, or with simple
tea and cookies. I’d appreciate your
thoughts on this. -- POTLUCK BABY

DEAR POTLUCK: My thought
is: If the concept of a potluck baby
shower or wedding is offensive to you,
rather than judge, you should send your

Dear Abby is written by Abigail Van
Buren, also known as Jeanne Phillips,
and was founded by her mother,
Pauline Phillips. Contact Dear Abby

at www.DearAbby.com or P.O. Box
69440, Los Angeles, CA 90069.

Robert Jesse Duanne,
92, of Bandon departed
this life on July 12, 2021 at
the VA Health Care System
in Roseburg following a
period of declining health.

Bob was born in
Medford on November
3, 1928. He was the
son of Richard Duanne
Lawhorn of Coos Bay
and Livermore, California
and Verna Peters Flowers
and Dale Flowers, Sr. of
Medford, all from Oregon
pioneer families.

He is survived by a
daughter, Marlene C.
Millerbis of Sonora,

CA; son, Jeremy J.

Duanne (Renée Kube) of
Wenatchee, WA; grandson,
Ian Duanne of Orlando, FL;

son, Robert J. Duanne Jr. of
Pensacola, FL; and brother,
Dale Flowers Jr. (Carol) of
Welcome, MD. He is also
mourned by his neighbors
and friends, especially
devoted Marvin and Janet
Palmer of Coos Bay.

Bob was a Sergeant
First Class in the U.S.
Army, serving his country
in field hospitals during
both the Korean and Viet
Nam wars as well as in
posts across the country.
He was interviewed
about his experiences by
the Library of Congress’
Veterans History Project.
Following his retirement
from the military, Bob
worked in the security
industry in Nevada. After

retiring from his security
work, Bob returned to
Oregon, living first in
Grants Pass, Port Orford,
and then in Bandon. He
was an avid fisherman
and outdoorsman. Bob
also had a keen empathy
for his fellow service
members, and for many
years volunteered his time
at Southwestern Oregon
Veterans Outreach.
According to his wishes,
there will be no funeral, and
his ashes will be scattered
along the banks of the
Rogue River. Memorial
contributions may be made
to Southwestern Oregon
Veterans Outreach, Inc.,
1611 Virginia Ave. Box 406,
North Bend, OR 97459.

DeFazio announces $1 million
grant for North Bend Airport

Rep. Peter DeFazio (OR-
04) announced last week
that the North Bend Airport
would receive $1.06 million
as part of the American
Rescue Plan, which
President Biden signed into
law earlier this year.

The funds are part of
the $8 billion total for
airports that DeFazio
secured in the American
Rescue Plan as chair of
the House Transportation
and Infrastructure
Committee. The funds will
help airports cover costs
of operations, personnel,
cleaning, and included a

Governor

From A1

local officials.

For example, County
Commissioner Bob Main
was asked about the cell
tower at the prison that is
used by police and fire dis-
patchers, and North Bend
School District Superinten-
dent was asked about the
impact of losing students
if families were forced to
move for new jobs.

“She was listening

set-aside for rent relief
and other costs of airport
concessionaires primarily
directed toward small
business and minority-
owned firms.
“COVID-19 and its
economic impacts have
had a significant effect on
air service at Southwest
Oregon’s airports” said
DeFazio. “As chair of
the Transportation and
Infrastructure Committee,
I personally secured
billions in relief for
the nation’s airports,
particularly small ones,
because of the critical

to us,” Wright said. “It
appeared to me she came
with a fairly open mind
and was willing to listen to
us. I just hope we gave her
enough information.”
Wright said the team that
spoke to the governor tried
to explain that shutting
down Shutter Creek would
be like throwing a rock
into a lake when it came
to the economy. While the
direct impact of losing
jobs would be minimal, the
ripples would slowly grow
until the impact commu-

services they provide
to the entire region.
This funding will keep
the North Bend airport
running and help maintain
this vital economic hub.”
As chair of the
House Committee on
Transportation and
Infrastructure, DeFazio
was a key negotiator and
championed several critical
provisions of the American
Rescue Plan, including
nearly $100 billion in
relief for transit, airports,
Amtrak, and the Federal
Emergency Management
Agency.

nitywide was much larger.

The speakers tried
to show the impact on
schools, the medical
industry, the community
of Lakeside and even the
ability to fight wildfires.
Wright explained teams
from Shutter Creek have
been used many times in to
help battle wildfires. That
alone has saved the state
$2 million, he said.

“I’m hopeful,” Wright
said Thursday. “I think late
next week or the week after
we’ll hear something.”

Barry W. Blake, 89,
of North Bend died July
14, 2021 in North Bend.
Services will be announced
under the direction of North
Bend Chapel. 2014 McPher-
son Ave. 541-756-0440.
coosbayareafunerals.com

Curtis P. Porter, 92,
of Elko, NV formerly of
Coos Bay died July 13,
2021 in Elko. Services
will be announced under
the direction of Coos Bay
Chapel 685 Anderson Ave.
541-267-3131 coosbayare-
afunerals.com

Michael L. Petrie, 70,

of Coos Bay died July 12,
2021 in North Bend. Cre-
mation rites will be held at
Ocean View Memory Gar-
dens Crematory, Coos Bay
under the direction of Coos
Bay Chapel 685 Ander-
son Ave. 541-267-3131.
coosbayareafunerals.com
Sheri L. Balensifer, 67,
of Coos Bay died July 12,
2021 in Coos Bay. Ser-
vices will be announced
under the direction of Coos
Bay Chapel 685 Anderson
Ave. 541-267-3131. www.
coosbayareafunerals.com
Clayton Byron Nichols,
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80, of Springfield, formerly
of Coos Bay, passed away
July 13, 2021 in Spring-
field. Arrangements are
under the care of Coos
Bay Chapel, 541-267-3131
coosbayareafunerals.com

Deborah Lynne Brehm,
62, of Coos Bay, passed away
July 14,2021, in Coos Bay.
Cremation Rites are under
the direction of Nelson’s Bay
Area Mortuary, 405 Elrod
Ave., Coos Bay, Oregon
541-267-4216

Douglas Brian Eppley,
72, of Reedsport, passed
away July 4, 2021, in Coos
Bay. Arrangements are under
the direction of Nelson’s Bay
Area Mortuary, 405 Elrod
Ave., Coos Bay, Oregon
541-267-4216

Michael L. Smith, 67, of
Lakeside, passed away July 1,
2021, in Lakeside. Arrange-
ments are under the direction
of Nelson’s Bay Area Mor-
tuary, 405 Elrod Ave., Coos
Bay, Oregon 541-267-4216

Allen W. Brown, 60, of
North Bend, passed away
July 1, 2021 in Coos Bay.
Cremation Rites under the
direction of Nelson’s Bay
Area Mortuary, 405 Elrod
Ave., Coos Bay, Oregon
541-267-4216

SERVICE

NOTICES

A memorial mass will
be held for Robert “Bob”
W. Clawson, 84, of North
Bend, on Friday, July 23,
2021 at 12:00 p.m. at Holy
Redeemer Catholic Church,
2250 16th Street in North
Bend. Arrangements are un-
der the care of North Bend
Chapel, 541-756-0440.

A celebration of life
for Jim Curran, 96, of
Coquille will be held
Saturday, July 31, 2021 at 2
pm at The Barn in Bandon
City Park 1200 11th St SW,
Bandon, OR 97411 .



AQ7 | TUESDAY, JULY 20, 2021

The mWorld

www.theworldlink.com/classifieds * 541-266-6047

THE WORLD

150

Misc Services

515
Employment Opps

515
Employment Opps

U-Pick Certified Organic Blue-
berry Farm. Located in Fairview.
By appointment only. Call for
more info between 10-5 pm
541-396-1899

311

Announcements

Black Forest & Double Blue-
berry are the cheesecakes this
week at The Fleet Deli! Come
try our best selling fish tacos.
1/$5 or 2/$9. We will be open
Wed - Sat, 11 - 5. Located next
to the cheese factory in Bandon.
541-290-7030.

515
Employment Opps

Applications for the position
of Water Utility Operator will
be accepted by the City of
Reedsport, 451 Winchester
Avenue, Reedsport, Oregon
97467 until 5:00 PM, Friday,
July 30, 2021.

A complete job description and
required City application is
available at Reedsport City Hall
or online at
www.cityofreedsport.org.

The salary range for this posi-
tion is $3,004.77 - $3,975.49
per month with a full competi-
tive benefits package. This po-
sition is covered by a collective
bargaining unit agreement.
Please mail or hand deliver
completed applications and
materials to Kim Clardy,

Public Works Director, at 451
Winchester Ave., Reedsport,
Oregon 97467 or email to
kclardy@cityofreedsport.org
The City of Reedsport provides
equal employment opportunity
to all qualified employees and
applicants without unlawful
regard to race, color, religion,
gender, sexual orientation,
national origin, age, disability,
genetic information, veteran
status, or any other status
protected by applicable federal,
Oregon, or local law.

South Coast Head Start is
hiring! Teacher/Advocates,
Teacher Assistants, Classroom
Assistants, Inclusion
Classroom Specialist, Assistant
Cooks www.orcca.us/careers
541-435-7080

University of Oregon, Oregon
Institute of Marine Biology,
Charleston
Custodial Services
Coordinator
Works a flexible work
schedule. 2 years prior
experience in custodial service
work is needed for this position.
Pay $15.81 - $23.49 per hour.
This position is located in
Charleston, Oregon.
Please fill out the UO online
application at
https.//carrers.uoregon.edu/
en-us/job/527692/custodial-
services-coordinator.
EO/AA/ADA institution commit-
ted to cultural diversity. The
University encourages all quali-
fied individuals to apply, and
does not discriminate on the
basis of any protected status,
including veteran &
disability status

Small, local company seeking
welder-fabricator for full-

time/- permanent position. Our
ideal candidate is looking for
long term employment, to be
part of a good crew, and is
certified D1.1 or with equivalent
experience. You will be working
with a small, experienced, and
dedicated team. Please email
resume to
jack@watchtechnologies.com
or call 541-479-2427.

Part-time head housekeeper
and housekeepers wanted.
Starting wage $15+ hrly. Apply
at the Bandon Beach Motel.
References required.
541-347-9451.

Wastewater Plant Operator -
Port Orford
(Salary range $3,901.66 -
$5,080.00 per month DOQ plus
excellent benefits)
City of Port Orford, a Southern
Oregon coastal community of
1,200 with interests including
arts, recreational fishing, hik-
ing, boating and hunting. Fresh
water lake, ocean beaches,
plus two nearby wild rivers.
Seeking qualified applicants
to fill a Wastewater Plant Op-
erator position. This full time,
non-exempt position will work
towards learning the operation
and maintenance activities
required for the operation
of the City of Port Orford’s
Wastewater Treatment Facility,
wastewater collection system,
associated lift stations, and
storm water collection system.
To maintain these systems
for compliance with the State
and Federal regulations; while
meeting the specific effluent
standards established by the
facility’s NPDES permit.
To obtain an application and
complete job description visit
www.portorford.org or email
djohnson@portorford.org.
Hard copies can be obtained
at Port Orford City Hall. Call
541-366-4570 to make ar-
rangements to pick up an
application. Position is open
until filled.

Looking for a new and
exciting career? Check out
the local listings in The World
Classifieds! 541-266-6047

736
Pets

ANIMAL CREMATORY The Bay
Area’s only pet crematory with
COOS BAY CHAPEL. 541-267-
3131 coosbayareafunerals.com

SILVER LABRADOR PUPPIES
Come Get Your Hunting buddy!
Just In~Time for Your season!!!
Only 3 Left 2 Females 1,500

1 Male 1,000 Firm...Text 541-
808-4640, These Big Beautiful
Pups, Have Started Their Pot-
ting Training, Along With Crate
Training, And Are Up To Date
On Their Shots, They've been
Vet checked. By Odonell's

in Coquille. Females $1,500
Males $1,000

880

Misc for Rent

House For Rent In Lakeside.
4 bdrm 1 bath. Charming and
clean. Large 2-story shop
with big yard. End of private
road. $1,450 monthly. First,
last & cleaning dep. Pets
okay on approval with $500
nonrefundable fee. Available
July 1st. 541-759-4730.

900
Real Estate/Trade

Two rental units for sale. One
with bay view in North Bend, the
other closer to the bay in Coos
Bay. Both with space to add
additional unit. Call for more
info 541-267-3704

890
Wanted to Rent

RECENTLY RESPONSIBLE
RETIRED COUPLE WOULD
LIKE TO LEASE/RENT 2
BDRM HOME OR ? We are
respectful, we are clean folks &
we have references. We do not
smoke & no pets. We would be
happy to talk. 406-428-8097

999

Legal Notices

999

Legal Notices

REQUEST FOR STATEMENT
OF QUALIFICATIONS (SOQ)
CITY OF COOS BAY
500 Central Ave
Coos Bay, Oregon 97420
SOQs to provide Miscellaneous

Architectural Services for

the City of Coos Bay will be
received by the City of Coos
Bay until 3:00 p.m., September
20, 2021. The SOQ is available
on QuestCDN www.questcdn.
com Quest #7931320.
Questions may be obtained at
the address above or by calling
(541) 269-1181 ext 2224.
Published:

July 13 and July 20, 2021

The World & ONPA (ID:320414)

Unclaimed Personal Property
07.20.2021

The North Bend Police
Department (NPBD) has in its
possession unclaimed personal
property as described, below:

Backpacks * Cell Phones

* Cash * Tools * Clothing

* Keys * Bikes * Wallets/

Purses * Jewelry

If you believe you have
ownership in any of the
unclaimed property listed
above, you must file a claim by
completing a “Property Claim”
form with NBPD within 30 days
of the date posted on this notice.
Failure to file a claim within this
30- day time frame forfeits all
rights to posted property.
Property Claim Forms can
be picked up at the NBPD
Lobby located at 835
California Avenue, North
Bend, OR 97459. You may
also obtain a form by visiting
the NBPD webpage at http:/-
northbendoregon.us/police
Published: July 20, 2021.
The World & ONPA (ID:306499)

NOTICE OF PUBLIC
COMMENT PERIOD
The North Bend City and
Coos-Curry Housing Authorities
will be accepting written and
oral comments on the Annual
PHA Plan and Capital Fund
Program at a public meeting
to be held on August 30,
2021 at 10:00 AM at 1700
Monroe Street, North Bend.
Both documents as well as
supporting information can be
reviewed, or a copy requested,
at the same address. For more
information, call 541-751- 2042.
Published: July 16, July 20, July
23, July 27, July 30, August 3,
August 6, August 10, August 13,
August 17, August 20, August
24 and August 27, 2021.
The World & ONPA (1D:320988)

PUBLIC NOTICE SELF
STORAGE AUCTION

Storage Auction
For Coos Bay Stor-N-Lok
1330 Newmark Avenue
Coos Bay, OR 97420
Auction Online At:
www.storagetreasures.com
July 28th, 2021 Wednesday
@10:00am
D129 Daniell Woosey,
D168 James McKay,
D170 Jamie Bowman,
E226 Shannon Davis,
E229 Thomas Coleman.
$100 Deposit
Published: July 13 & July 20, 2021
The World & ONPA (1D:320028)

Applications are now being
accepted for the Noble B.
Goettel Charitable Trust. Annual
grants are awarded to 501(C)(3)
organizations for projects which
provide substantial benefits to
residents of Douglas County,
Oregon. The Trust will be
accepting applications until Sep-
tember 17, 2021. Applications
are available from the U.S. Bank
Trust Department in Eugene and
can be requested by emailing
lindas.thomas-bush@usbank.
com AND tena.carlton@usbank.

com. If you do not have access
to email, please call
800-922-0678.

Published: July 16 & July 20, 2021
The World & ONPA (ID:320781)
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Legion teams learn lessons in doubleheader spht

JOHN GUNTHER
The World

COOS BAY — The American
Legion baseball season provides
an extended opportunity for high
school players to learn for their
future seasons.

In the eyes of North Coos
coach Brad Horning, both his
squad and their neighbor South
Coos learned valuable lessons
about the team nature of the
game during the opener of
their doubleheader Thursday at
Marshfield High School.

“I think they learned the first
game, you keep coming at it and
good things can happen,” Horn-
ing said of the Nooks’ 13-9 win
in the opener, a game North Coos
had led 7-2 until an explosion of
runs in the fifth and sixth innings
by South Coos. “We learned
the first game there is no clock
(in baseball). You need to keep
getting outs, or at least pad the
lead.”

North Coos turned the tables
in the nightcap, with the Water-
front winning 9-3 by holding
South Coos scoreless over the
final four innings.

North Coos turned to a pair of
younger pitchers in the second
game, Jake Newsum and Knoll
Gederos.

“Jake scrapped to keep (the
score) where it was,” Horning
said. “That gave us a chance to
get the lead.”

Gederos came in with the
bases loaded and two outs and
North Coos trailing 3-1 in the
fourth inning and got Wyatt Peck
to ground out to second. He then
retired nine of the final 10 South
Coos batters as North Coos ral-
lied for the win.

“He’s throwing great there,”
said Horning, who didn’t get
a chance to see Gederos pitch
much during the high school
season, since his pitching came
with North Bend’s junior varsity
team.

It took five tries, but the
Waterfront finally beat the Nooks
after South Coos had won all
four earlier meetings this year.

“It was fun,” Gederos said.

“I think we needed to do better
defensively in the first game. The
second game, we got some good
hits, played good defensively
and our pitchers threw a lot of
strikes.”

Gederos had a sacrifice fly in
the first inning and singled and
scored one of five North Coos
runs in the fifth inning as the
Waterfront took the lead for good
in the second game.

Cooper Peters and Ian Sissell
had RBI singles and scored in the
big inning, when North Coos did

Photos by John Gunther/The World

Knoll Gederos follows through on a pitch for North Coos against South Coos on Thursday. Below, Cooper Peters slides home for North Coos as South Coos catcher Henry Rankin

waits for the throw.

a lot right.

Carter Brock opened with a
single, Sam Mickelson walked
and Beau Ericson hit a sacrifice
bunt. Jack Burgmeier provided
a key run when he hit a sacrifice
fly to center in a long at-bat that
included fouling off four straight
two-strike pitches and was
rewarded by extensive congratu-
lations from his teammates when
he returned to the dugout.

Brock doubled and scored in
a two-run sixth and Jason Garcia
singled and scored in the seventh
as North Coos padded the lead it
had failed to enhance in the first
game.

Peck had an RBI single in the
first inning for South Coos and
singled and came home, along
with Luke Parry, on a two-run
single by Landon Croff in the
third.

Peck was a little disappointed
in the nightcap, especially given
the successful season for South
Coos, which has included just
four losses.

“The season has been going
pretty good,” he said. “Today
wasn’t good. We had a lot of
errors.”

It was North Coos errors and
timely hitting by the Nooks that
enabled South Coos to rally for
the win in the opener.

Starting with one out in the
fifth inning, Cobin Bouska,
Croff and Henry Rankin had
consecutive singles for South
Coos, though Croff was thrown
out attempting to steal second
by Brock. Dean Tucker, Joseph
Herbert and Drake Rogers then
walked. Jonathan Calvert added
a double.

The five runs South Coos

As The World changes:

Once upon a time, there was
a high school senior in Coquille
pondering what to do about his
future — should he pursue a
career in education or a career in
newspapers.

That young
man (I still
consider
myself young
even though
I am north
of 50 now)
chose news-
papering.
And thought
it wasn’t my
intention at
the time, I
ended up at The World for more
than 29 years.

My tenure as a full-time em-
ployee, including more than 25
years as sports editor, ended last
week as I shifted to a new career
following a challenging year
when the COVID-19 pandemic
led to dramatic changes at the
newspaper | toiled so many years
building up.

It was a difficult decision, but
one I don’t regret. After years of
late work nights with the most
supportive bride in the world,
it is time to shift my focus to a
career with predictable hours and
the chance for more family time,
including vacations put off too
often.

But I also don’t regret my long
career at The World, bringing
community and sports news
to readers on the South Coast.

I started at the newspaper one
week after graduating from the
University of Oregon, more than

John Gunther
Sports Editor

10,600 days ago. All the time, |
had the same parking spot, the
same phone number and the
same desk (though that moved
within the office several times).

Along the way, I had lots of
people who helped form me into
the sports editor I became.

Charlie Kocher took a chance
on an unproven college student
when I wandered into the office
for the first time asking for an
internship before my senior year
in school, and then held a job
open for me my final term.

Once I got started, Linda
Meierjurgen took me under her
wing, showing me the ropes and
encouraging me on the tough
days as an early reporter. Then
news-editor Jerry Stonebraker,
affectionately referred to as
Stoney by us in the office, enter-
tained us with his early morning
humming as he put together the
inside pages of the paper. (I more
recently learned Stoney was a
business reporter for The World
50 years ago.)

Later, editors Kathy Erick-
son and Clark Walworth helped
me become a better writer. In
addition to being a superb editor,
Kathy was a phenomenal colum-
nist and helped me craft my own
columnist skills. Clark, also a
wordsmith and stickler for gram-
mar, pointed out the South Coast
has no prep schools so to call
high school sports prep sports
was inaccurate. Since then,

I have never used the phrase
except when referring to La Salle
Prep of the Portland area.

Over a quarter century, I had

a bunch of great sports writers

scored in that inning were fol-
lowed by six more in the sixth.
Rankin had a one-out single and
Herbert singled with two outs.
Rogers and Calvert both reached
by errors and Parry provided the
big blow, a three-run home run.

Bouska later added an RBI
double to score Peck, who had
reached by walk.

Rogers doubled and scored on
a sacrifice fly by Calvert in the
first and Tucker had a sacrifice
fly in the second to score Bous-
ka, who had walked.

North Coos built its lead in the
opener with an RBI groundout
by Nick Williams and RBI single
by Jacob Chaney in the first, RBI
singles by Mickelson and Sissell
in the second, RBI doubles by
Gederos and Peters in the fourth
and a double by Garcia and RBI
single by Gederos in the fifth.
David Roberts had two runs.

Though both teams have
players from several schools,
the day felt much like a North
Bend-Marshfield rivalry game.

“I’'m glad we split with North
Coos,” said Peck, who will be a
senior for the Pirates next year.
“Taking four out of five makes
me happy.”

He has seen South Coos
develop from a program that won
just a few games its first summer
season a few years back to one
that has had a strong summer this
year.

“We went from an all right
team to a pretty good team,” he
said, adding that he is excited
about Marshfield’s potential next
spring. “I’m hoping we will at
least take league next year,” he
said.

South Coos also includes

who helped provide coverage

of everything South Coast. The
longest-tenured of those were
Jamie Lawson and Rachel Fin-
ney, and I was both saddened and
understanding when they each
left for greener pastures. I knew
my various assistants would all
eventually leave for other oppor-
tunities and I hope I helped make
them into better writers. They
included Andrew Greif, who I
had the pleasure of covering as

a state champion long jumper at
North Bend, and who later joined
me for a summer as an intern
when he was at the University

of Oregon, just as I had done
years earlier. [ watched his career
rise in dramatic fashion through
several stops, the current one the

Colton Siewell and Daniel
Cabrera from Bandon. Tucker is
from Coquille and Rankin from
Siuslaw.

While most of the North
Coos roster is from North Bend,
Chaney and JB Noel are from
Reedsport, Peters is from Elkton
and Ericson, Sissell and Garcia
all are from Siuslaw.

The multi-school aspect has
made the season fun, Gederos
said.

“Playing with this group of
kids enabled us to get better
defensively and offensively,” he
said. “We can take that back to

our high school teams next year.”

Horning agreed the players
can learn from each other.

“You’ve got to love the enthu-
siasm of Sissell and Garcia,” he
said. “They are always cheering
for everybody.”

Horning and South Coos

Los Angeles Times beat writer
for the Clippers.

My most treasured colleague
was Ron Jackimowicz, who
joined us after in 2005 after a
career covering sports in Califor-
nia. I never had to worry about
him wanting my job — he had
spent more than enough nights
covering sports — and cherished
his abilities as a page designer,
helping our best features stand
out in print. He became my golf
partner and writing confidant
and we spent a few years dining
together for his cuisine column,
which became probably the most
popular part of the paper (cer-
tainly in terms of feedback I got
from the public).

I admired the skills of our

coach Chilly Peck said they both
are excited about the summer
and how it has helped the players
from all the schools.

“Summer ball is a great time
to work on one’s craft of the
game as well as working to
become a better team player,”
Peck said.

“We have had a few players
play many positions. We’re
trying to push a few players’
comfort level as they may need
to become that utility player. It’s
also a good time for some of the
younger players to feel comfort-
able with the older players.”

North Coos finishes the season
with a doubleheader at Brook-
ings on Saturday, while South
Coos has three more twin bills,
all on the road against Dr. Ran-
dol’s in Roseburg on Monday,
Newport on Wednesday and
Roseburg Pepsi next Saturday.

Gunther says goodbye after 29 years

————

The World file photo
As part of a special section celebrating the 20th anniversary of Bandon Dunes Golf Resort in 2019, John Gunther, left, spent time
interviewing resort owner Mike Keiser.

many photographers over the
years, especially Lou Sennick,
who was with us two decades. I
appreciated their abilities even
more the past year, when [ was
trying to take pictures of sports
events, something I rarely had
to do before. I’ve done what I
could, sacrificing how I like to
cover events to try to make suit-
able photos, a tall task, especially
for sports like volleyball, soccer,
basketball and football.

In my early years, I loved the
scent of hot wax in the mornings.
The method of page production
then included printing out the
text for stories and having our
composing staff paste them onto

Please see Gunther, Page A9
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Friday opening and closing Xerox 23.32 22.56 MegaMillions Powerhall
quotes Levi Straus 28.41 27.93 July 16 July17
Stock Open Close Dow Jones opened at 34,987.02 24-25-47-52-57 15-22-38-54-66
Intel 55.81 54.96 Dow Jones closed at 34,686.57 Megaball: 24 Powerball: 3
Kroger 38.18 39.36 NASDAQ opened at 14,543.14 Multiplier: x4 Multiplier: x2
Microsoft 281.07 280.70  NASDAQ closed at 14,427.24 Jackpot: $128 million Jackpot: $161 million
Nike 161.01 159.84  S&P 500 opened at 4,360.03

NW Natural 52.94 52.84 S&P 500 closed at 4,326.97 Megabucks Win For Life
Skywest 41.65 39.40 July17 July17
Starbucks 118.97 118.73 Provided by Coos Bay Edward 5-19-34-42-43-46 31-57-58-60

Umpqua Hidgs 18.28 17.83
Weyerhaeuser 34.63 34.01

Gunther
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page templates before the
press crew converted them
into the plates that went
onto the press.

The hot wax went away
years ago, but I still loved
the hum of the press on the
other side of the wall from
the newsroom, especially
when it was first starting
up with each run. That
ended when The World
moved printing operations
early this year.

Along the way, there
were warning signs of the
challenging future for the
newspaper industry. When
I started, we were printing
some 17,000 copies of the
Saturday paper on Friday
nights and our penetration
in the greater Bay Area
was over 80 percent of
households.

The emergency of the
internet revolutionized
much in our industry, but
also how people got their
news, and circulation
started falling. Recessions
proved challenging for
retailers, the lifeblood of
the newspaper with their
advertising, and the South
Coast lost some of our
major advertisers including
The Emporium, Macy’s
and JC Penney’s.

A Smarter
Way to Power
Your Home.

AN
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Jones

During my tenure, the
paper had four different
owners and numerous pub-
lishers and ad directors.

Through it all, I loved
my day (and night) job,
bringing sports news to the
South Coast.

There is nothing like
high school sports and the
impact sports has on the
various communities. And
the unique variety of com-
munity sports on the South
Coast is great.

Since my own kids
weren’t into sports, I got
to live vicariously through
the athletes I covered,
many of whom became
good friends along the way
in their post-high school
days.

I had the opportunity
to cover numerous state
champion teams. In fact,
all 11 schools in our
coverage area (we used to
deliver all the way from
Siuslaw in Florence to
Brookings-Harbor near the
border) won team titles in
multiple sports. All, that
is, except my own high
school, Coquille. Like the
others, though, the Red
Devils enjoyed numer-
ous champions in the
individual sports of cross

country, track and field and

wrestling.
I loved visiting all the
South Coast schools and

GENERAC
==

Jackpot: $5.2 Million

covered state champion-
ship events in Corvallis,
Monmouth, the Salem
area, Portland, Forest
Grove, Gresham, Beaver-
ton and Eugene.

I got to cover a few
college national champi-
ons for SWOCC and for
bigger schools, includ-
ing football-placekick-
er-turned-javelin-thrower
and Marshfield graduate
John Stiegeler at the Uni-
versity of Oregon and golf
phenom Monica Vaughn of
Reedsport at Arizona State
University.

I probably wrote too
many personal columns
and features over the years,
but reader complaints gen-
erally were about stories |
didn’t get to, or perceived
biases in our coverage.

The community sports
section was one of my
focal points, trying to get
as many results and stories
for swimming, bowling,
running, auto racing,
marital arts and golf in the
paper as I could.

My tenure included
covering the entire devel-
opment of Bandon Dunes
Golf Resort, from what
I originally considered
a crazy a proposal in the
1990s to the golf mecca
with five of the nation’s
highest-rated golf courses
that it is today.

Prepare for unexpected

I covered the building of
Bandon Crossings, Salmon
Run near Brookings and
Florence Golf Links
(originally Sandpines), as
well as the expansion of
Coos Golf Club and Sunset
Bay Golf Course, with its
now unique 12-hole layout.
Sadly, along the way we
lost both Kentuck Golf
Course and Face Rock
Golf Course, later Bandon
Golf Links.

I look forward to the
proposed Pacific Gales
near Port Orford becoming
a reality.

I built good relation-
ships with colleagues at
several other newspapers
(too many too mention)
and officials at the Oregon
School Activities Associ-
ation.

It never was my goal,
but along the way I won
my share of writing awards
in regional newspaper
competitions as well as
statewide writing awards
from other groups for our
coverage of swimming
and our coverage of the
Class 3A state basketball
tournament, an award |
am particularly proud of
since I was nominated by
coaches from outside the
South Coast.

Far more important to
me than the awards, of
course, are the relation-

ships forged with coaches,
athletic directors, athletes,
parents and community
members.

I appreciate all the com-
ments of support I have
received over the years,
and especially the past few
months as my time at the
paper was running out.

When Marshfield and
North Bend recognized
their senior swimmers
recently, Mira Matthews,
one of the standout Pirates,
included a picture of me
interviewing her in her
photo collage, and I imme-
diately wondered just how
many pictures like that
are out there in the South
Coast photo collections of
parents and athletes.

It’s rewarding knowing
the positive impact the
newspaper’s coverage
has on students and their
families.

I will always regret
not getting to some of the
stories I wanted to write,
including about Myrtle
Point runner Jerry Roberts
and his impressive collec-
tion of age-group wins in
the half marathon in his
late-60s.

I also never quite figured
out how to write about
how proud retired Coos
Bay teacher Gladys Kelly
is of her grandson Josh
Heupel, a former Uni-

versity of Oklahoma star
and the new head football
coach at the University of
Tennessee. Heupel’s mom
Cindy is a Marshfield grad
and Kelly made sure I
knew about Heupel’s rise
to the prestigious coaching
post. You can bet she’ll

be proudly pulling for the
Volunteers.

You’ll still see my name
in the paper some. I have
offered to write a few
stories to keep local sports
coverage going while
the paper looks for my
replacement.

And though I am leaving
daily newspaper life, |
still believe in community
journalism and hope The
World continues to be a
mainstay on the South
Coast. [ have confidence in
both Editor David Rup-
kalvis and Publisher David
Thornberry, both new-
comers to the South Coast
with extensive newspaper
backgrounds.

As for my own news-
paper history, my heartfelt
thanks to all of you readers
for allowing me to be a
part of your lives for so
many years.

The hours were long
and the pay wasn’t always
great, but that’s the way
with many rewarding
careers. And it’s a career
choice I will never regret.
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dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

Leaf

@ CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

150k

YOUR ENTIRE

A License# LEAFFNW822JZ Licenses

F]lter BACKED BY A YEAR-ROUND
CLOG-FREE GUARANTEE

1-855-536-8838
%
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HEALTH NOTIFICATION!

You Hard of Hearing?

A major name brand hearing aid provider wishes to field test a remarkable new digital hearing
instrument in the area. This offer is free of charge and you are under no obligation.

These revolutionary 100% Digital instruments use the latest technology to comfortably and
almost invisibly help you hear more clearly. This technology solves the “stopped up ears” and

“head in a barrel” sensation some people experience.

If you wish to participate, you will be required to have your hearing tested in our office

21JulHealth

FREE OF CHARGE to determine candidacy and review your results with the hearing
instruments with our hearing care specialist.

At the end of this evaluation, you may keep your instrument, if you so desire, at a tremendous
savings for participating in this field test. Special testing will be done to determine the
increased benefits of this technology.

Benefits of hearing aids vary by type and degree of hearing loss, noise environment, accuracy
of hearing test, and proper fit.

This is a wonderful opportunity to determine if hearing help is available for your hearing
loss and get hearing help at a very affordable price.

Call Now and Make a Reservation if you wish to be Included!

THIS WEEK ONLY!

Offer Expires July 23, 2021

Miracle Ear
North Bend
1938 Newmark. St.
North Bend, OR 97459

541-264-7539

Special Notice State Employees
You may qualify for a hearing aid
benefit up to $4,000 every 4 years.

Call for eligibility status.

1T\, Miracle-Ear

www.miracle-ear.com

Hearing tests are always free. Hearing test is an audiometric test to determine proper amplification needs only. Hearing Aids do not restore natural hearing. Individual experiences will vary depending on severity of loss, accuracy of evaluation by
our Consultant, proper fit, and the ability to adjust amplification. If you are not completely satisfied, the aids must be returned within 30 days of the completion of fitting, in satisfactory condition for a full refund.

/\/ The Miracle Ear Foundation
Since 1990 the Miracle-Ear Foundation™
has been providing hearing aids, follow-

up care, and educational resources to people with
hearing loss who demonstrate personal inability to
financially provide for their hearing health needs.
We do this because we believe everyone in our
community deserves quality hearing instruments.

Miracle Ear Florence
2775 Hwy 101 Suite B
Florence, OR 97439

541-201-8129
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CRBQ

From A1

When COVID hit last
year, it shut down CRBQ
completely. Because the
group is older men, some
with health conditions, they
took the precautions seri-
ously. They didn’t practice
together, isolated in their
own homes and only went
out as necessary. When
vaccines became available,
they all got the shot, so,
when restrictions were
eased they were ready.

And Berfield said the
time spent apart was good
for the band.

“The pandemic calmed
every one of us down,” he
said. “We walked in here
and started playing again
and said, ‘Man, this is what
it’s all about.””

CRBQ had its first

Hospital
From A1

again passed 3-1, with
Allen voting against it.
Bischoff said he was
unable to discuss specific
concerns related to Suksi,
saying the language he
used when making his mo-
tion included, “I have lost
confidence in the CEO’s
ability to effectively lead
the organization.”
Bischoff said Thursday
morning, Allen emailed the
remaining board members
and resigned after serving

performance in a year and
a half last week in Bandon
and has a busy schedule in
the coming weeks. They
are scheduled to perform
at the Coos County Fair on
Thursday, have a concert
on Saturday, will perform
at Little Theater on the Bay
on July 30 and will join
seven other local bands at
the Silver Linings Concert
at Mingus Park on July 31.

“There’s a surge of
people interested in enter-
tainment and live music
is more attractive than |
imagined,” Berfield said.
“You want to look people
in the face and play a little
music. That’s what we do.”

The quintet is made up
of musicians who have
played for decades, most
while working full-time
jobs.

Berfield manages artists

for 17 years.

“It’s sad for me to see him
resign under a contentious
manner,” Bischoff said.
“That’s unfortunate. I have a
lot of respect for David Allen
and the work he has done for
the district.”

The board tasked hospi-
tal CFO Jeremiah Dodrill
to serve as interim CEO
for the immediate time.

The board is scheduled to
meet at 6 p.m. Tuesday to
consider candidates to serve
as interim CEO.

Bischoft said he expects
to have a couple of can-
didates for the board to

BrewING Co
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and at one time traveled
full-time with Lou Reed.
He has worked with

Ellis Hall, a Ray Charles’
protégé, for 21 years.

“I’ve been booking since
I was 15,” he said. “I’ve
been playing since I was 6.
It’s in our DNA.”

In 2010, Berfield moved
to Coos Bay and began
looking for someone to
play with. It took a while,
but he eventually found
Hughes. Together they
worked to form a band that
would honor their love of
blues and rock with their
own twist.

“We decided we were go-
ing to do something where
we could always laugh on
stage,” Berfield said. “We
play stuff with quality that
we like the best.”

That might mean a song
many will know or a song

consider.

Board members are also
slated to discuss the two
open positions on the board,
but Bischoft said he did
not anticipate naming new
members at the meeting.

“I don’t expect we’ll
be ready to replace board
members,” he said. “I think
getting the interim CEO in
place is the urgent matter,
then we can move forward
with filling the board.”

Only after the board
has been filled will it
move forward with look-
ing for a permanent CEO,
Bischoff said.

OPEN DAILY FROM 11AM-10PM
CLOSED TUESDAYS

24 Hour
Emergency

they heard from a regional
performer in Portland. If
they like it, they begin
working on it. Right now,
they are working on a
piece that is one of the
hardest they’ve done,
Kashmir by Led Zeppelin.

“At this gig on the 31st,
we’re going to close with
it,” Hughes said. “It’s a
real piece of work. It’s
kind of a masterpiece song.
It’s a Stairway to Heaven
type of song.”

Like most of his band-
mates, Hughes became a
full-time entertainer while
working a full-time job.
For more than a decade, he
played across Los Angeles.

“When I got out of the
service in 1970, I played
for the next 10 years,” he
said. “It was really, really
busy at the time. We had
some good songs.”

He recalled a stretch
where he had four concerts
in four days. With his job
at the postal service in be-
tween, he slept maybe seven
hours in the four days.

While he doubts he could

Drought

he said. “One is a low
pressure system to the far
northwest that has brought
in clouds and low tempera-
tures overnight. The other is
a high pressure system to the
east that continues to pro-
duce warmer temperatures.”

Bumgradner said one
NWS forecasting model
shows the low pressure
moving slowly toward
Oregon, which could bring
some rain, but other models
show the high pressure
system dominating the
next seven days promising
continuing warm and dry
conditions.

The continued dry and
warm weather and winds
are heightening the wild-
fire danger from the coast
through the Cascades into
eastern Oregon, accord-
ing to local fire agencies.
Human activity and dry
lightning strikes are of
prime concern, the fire
agencies say.

Governor issues drought
executive order

Governor Kate Brown has
issued Executive Order 21-20,
directing state agencies to
curtail nonessential water use,
implement water conserva-
tion measures and encourage
drought resiliency.

The directive comes as a
result of 19 Oregon counties
already in declared drought
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pull that off today, he says
music keeps him young.

“I’ve been doing it for
57 years,” he said. “It’s
weird, it’s like being a
15-year-old again in your
imagination. You walk into
a guitar store and you want
them all.”

Alaniz ran a vegetable
farm in California for 50
years while still perform-
ing on the side. It wasn’t
easy, but his love for music
kept him going.

“You’re either in it or
you’re out,” Alaniz said.
“You have to schedule
your days, so you have
time to do it.”

Neal started playing
drums at 11, and still en-
joys being part of a band.

“It never is just me,” he
said. “It’s a group act, and
it brings joy to people. It’s
social and it forces me to
be with people.”

He said being part of
CRBQ has been a spe-
cial treat.

“I love it,” he said.
“Everybody is at the same
musical level, which is

THE WORLD

important. Everybody is

at the same point in their
lives, we’re either retired
or semi-retired. It’s fun and
I enjoy it.”

Beckstrom is the new-
comer to the band, and
is the least experienced.
He got into music just a
decade ago when he was
asked to play percussion in
a local performance. After
the one show, he hasn’t
stopped.

“I’ve been doing this
for about 10 years, and |
love every moment of it,”
he said. “These guys are
so much fun to play with.
I feel like I get better and
better at listening. Being
around this level of music
is amazing.”

Berfield said he en-
courages the community
to come out to the Silver
Linings Concert. Put on by
7 Devils Brewery, Music
on the Bay and KDock,
the concert is free but is to
honor local first respond-
ers. The concert runs from
11 a.m. to 8 p.m. with
CRBQ scheduled at 5:15.
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Pacific Islands and Virgin Islands Author(s):
Curtis Riganti, National Drought Mitigation Center
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conditions may vary. See accompanying text summary for
forecast statemen's.
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Just about all of Oregon is now facing some level of drought.

emergencies, and the rest
of Oregon facing threats of
drought, according to the
U.S. Drought Monitor.

“Oregon has a strong
history of managing and
caring for water, but cli-
mate change and chronic
drought require water con-
servation and a commit-
ment to working together,”
Brown said. “Many state
agencies already have
taken steps to improve the
sustainability of their oper-
ations, including actions to
reduce water usage.”

Brown said through
her executive order, state
government can respond
to the growing crisis, lead
by example, and show
Oregonians that drought is
a serious issue — but one
that can be managed if we
all work together.

“At the same time, it is
critically important that we
keep in mind how curbing
water in public places may
affect vulnerable Orego-
nians who may turn to
public sources of water for
relief from hot weather,
and adjust as appropriate,”
Brown said. “Many local
governments have also cur-
tailed water use on city and
county facilities. I appre-
ciate their leadership and
encourage all local govern-
ments in drought-stricken
counties to conserve water
and begin implementing
drought resiliency strate-
gies as we face a worsen-
ing drought together.

Brown is encouraging
Oregonians to be conscious
of water usage and to take
steps to reduce water use
whenever possible.”

Brown’s executive order
directs state agencies that
own or manage land or
facilities to:

* Implement actions that

curtail or end the non-es-
sential use of water for
landscaping and other ex-
terior features of buildings
and grounds, including
lawn watering, fountains
that do not re-circulate wa-
ter, and window washing.

* Institute a moratorium
(where allowed) on the
installation of new non-es-
sential landscaping projects
that require irrigation at
state-owned buildings.

* Develop and place
signs and other messag-
ing within state-owned
buildings to encourage
state employees to reduce
their non-essential uses of
water inside state-owned
buildings.

Where the drought map
information comes from

Each week, drought
experts consider how
much water is available in
streams, lakes, and soils
compared to usual for the
the current time of the year,
according to NOAA. They
evaluate how recent precip-
itation amounts across the
country compare to their
long-term averages, and
monitor variables such as
temperature, soil moisture,
snow cover, and meltwater
runoff.

Experts also check
whether areas are showing
drought impacts such as
water shortages or busi-
ness interruptions. Based
on dozens of indicators
and using a “convergence
of evidence” approach,
experts make their best
judgments of regional-scale
drought conditions.

The final step is to check
their assessments with lo-
cal experts who can check
actual conditions. Once
they gather and consider
this input, they publish the
weekly drought map.
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One solution for oxygen at home, away, and for travel
Introducing the INOGEN ONE - It’s oxygen therapy on your terms

Ry No more tanks to refill. No more deliveries. No more hassles with travel.

The INOGEN ONE portable oxygen concentrator is designed to provide
unparalleled freedom for oxygen therapy users. It's small, lightweight,
clinically proven for stationary and portable use, during the day and at night,
and can go virtually anywhere — even on most airlines.

Inogen accepts Medicare and many private insurances!

Reclaim Your Freedom And
Independence NOW!

Inogen
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