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Schools delay return of students
Some delays are being 
seen in local districts 
as COVID numbers rise

JILLIAN WARD
For The World

COOS COUNTY ─ As 
COVID-19 numbers rise in the 
county, the North Bend School 
District is delaying bringing older 
grades back to campus.

“…County metrics indicating 
that virus is still high in our county 
and rising … caused us to rethink 
and do our due diligence to keep 

our kids and folks safe,” said Brad 
Bixler, the district’s HR director 
and communication’s specialist.

The students being delayed from 
returning to the classroom are 
fourth- and fifth-graders, who were 
scheduled to return Monday, Jan. 
19.

“We want to open as soon as 
possible in a way that’s safe for 
students, staff and families,” Bixler 
said. “We are not going to hesitate 
longer than needed. We prepared 
robust plans for getting students 
back but can’t move forward until 
we see a drop in the case count in 
our county.”

Bixler said the district expects 

more information from the gover-
nor next week, providing additional 
guidance on reopening.

“The high school reopen dates 
are far enough out that it’s not 
impacted by the decision, so that is 
a tentative date we are still hopeful 
for,” Bixler said.

Similarly at the Coos Bay School 
District, Superintendent Bryan 
Trendell said fourth and fifth grades 
will also wait to return for another 
couple weeks “so we get a good 
look at the (COVID) numbers.”

“If the case numbers start to go 
back down like we hope, we will 
plan on bringing fourth and fifth 
grade back,” Trendell said. “We 

will have a timeline out to our 
families and the community by the 
end of the week, understanding that 
it’s a timeline that can be altered 
depending on the number of cases.”

In addition, Trendell said there 
will be a gradual rollout once older 
grades are allowed back to the 
classroom. He explained that not all 
grades will return at once but start 
with an eventual return of fourth 
through sixth grade, with seventh 
grade to follow and then the high 
school after that.

“After each stage, we will look at 
numbers and reevaluate,” he said. 
“We will gradually add as we go 
and get the high school in hopefully 

sometime in February. I would like 
to get kids back as soon as we can, 
but I understand we have to do it as 
safe as we can.”

Trendell acknowledged the 
balance between weighing case 
numbers in the community with 
student achievement and student 
mental health

“All of those things go into play, 
as well as the numbers of cases,” 
he said.

In the Coquille School District, 
Superintendent Tim Sweeney said 
there are no delays in students 
returning to school.

Please see Schools, Page A16

Zack Demars, The World

Big waves crashed Jan. 13 as king tides pushed the sea onto the shore at Sunset Bay.

DEQ: Sunset Bay contamination likely from creeks 
ZACK DEMARS
The World

Freshwater creeks leading to 
Sunset Bay are the source of fecal 
bacteria contamination in the bay, 
according to a new report from the 
Oregon Department of Environ-
mental Quality.

An investigation launched by the 
agency and sampling conducted in 
fall 2018 determined the contami-
nation wasn’t coming from possible 
sources in the bay. Instead, the 
investigation pointed to freshwa-
ter flowing into the bay from Big 
Creek and other tributaries.

“While we cannot definitively 
identify specific sources, this inves-
tigation suggests that the bacteria 

sources in Sunset Bay are likely 
terrestrial rather than marine, and 
that bacteria enter the bay primarily 
from Big Creek,” researchers wrote 
in the report.

What’s still unclear from the 
research is how the fecal bacteria 
is coming into Big Creek. Possible 
sources could include septic systems, 
sewage pipes, RV wastewater and 
wildlife, according to the agency.

The research was conducted as 
part of the state’s Oregon Beach 
Monitoring program. Through that 
program, DEQ and the Oregon 
Health Authority monitor water 
quality during the summer at 70 
sites on 18 of Oregon’s beaches for 
fecal bacteria in marine waters and 
freshwater.

With that data, OHA determines 
if waters are safe for swimming, 
bathing or other contact uses. Since 
the agency only monitors beaches 
during the high-use summer months, 
no data is currently available at 
Sunset Bay, but the most recent ad-
visory was issued in September and 
removed shortly thereafter.

The 2018 data collection means 
Big Creek and Sunset Bay are both 
listed as “impaired waters” under 
a provision of the federal Clean 
Water Act.

“This listing is the first step in 
addressing water quality issues in 
Big Creek and Sunset Bay and im-
proving public safety,” researchers 
said in the report.

They also recommended sev-

eral future studies into the water 
quality issues, including a “more 
refined assessment” of bacterial 
sources in the bay, an investigation 
into the function of nearby septic 
systems and an analysis of factors 
at the nearby Sunset Bay Camp-
ground which could be contrib-
uting to the contamination of the 
creek.

More information about the 
beach monitoring program, in-
cluding beach conditions during 
the summer months, is available 
on DEQ’s website. More informa-
tion about the Sunset Bay bacteria 
investigation is available from the 
agency at www.oregon.gov/deq/
wq/Pages/Beach-Bacteria-Reports.
aspx.

Bandon residents were at U.S. Capitol on day of riot
ZACK DEMARS
The World

When a mob in the nation’s 
capitol captured the attention of 
the world Jan. 6, a handful of Coos 
County residents were there.

According to one attendee, 
14 people from Bandon were 
in attendance at the day’s pro-
tests-turned-riot. Rodney Taylor, 
who was arrested the same evening 
for a curfew violation, told The 
World what he experienced.

Taylor said he and his group 
started the day around 8:45 a.m. 
with a crowd to the east of the 

capitol building. Throughout the 
morning, the crowd grew as more 
supporters arrived.

“It was a crowd so big, I couldn’t 
see the edges of it,” Taylor said.

Around noon, President Trump 
began speaking at a rally near the 
White House, several blocks from 
the opposite side of the capitol 
building from where Taylor was 
located. As the president’s speech 
concluded and he encouraged at-
tendees to march to the capitol, the 
group did exactly that, arriving at 
the building’s west barricades.

Back on his side of the capitol, 
Taylor said the crowd continued 

to grow.
“The mood overall was one of a 

combination of righteous indigna-
tion and jubilation,” Taylor said

There, Taylor said some indi-
viduals — who he felt “didn’t fit 
the model of patriots and Trump 
supporters” he’d seen at two other 
recent visits he’d made to the cap-
itol — started pushing against he 
barricades.

Eventually, after multiple 
attempts and scuffles with police 
officers, the crowd was successful 
in breaking through the barricades.

“This time the resistance from 
the capitol police was more sub-

dued,” Taylor said. “They just let 
go. They backed off and allowed 
the barricades to be opened.”

There, Taylor and the crowd 
around him chose to follow, cross-
ing the courtyard behind the barri-
cade and moving toward the build-
ing. He moved forward in hopes of 
being a “positive presence” amidst 
the volatile crowd, he said.

“I felt that my presence ascend-
ing the capitol steps would be a 
statement,” he said.

Once on the capitol steps, scuf-
fles with police continued.

Please see Riots, Page A16

Oregon 
adjusts 
vaccine 
schedule
State won’t receive 
expected shipment of 
vaccine from reserve

MONIQUE MERRILL
Country Media

On the heels of learning that Or-
egon will not be receiving the ship-
ment of vaccines from the federal 
reserve it had expected, state plans 
to vaccinate school staff and seniors 
ages 65 and older have changed.

Instead of opening vaccination 
eligibility to those groups Jan. 23, 
school staff will be eligible for vac-
cinations starting Jan. 25 and only 
seniors over age 80 on Feb. 8.

On Tuesday, U.S. Department 
of Health and Human Services 
Secretary Alex Azar announced the 
full reserve of vaccines would be re-
leased to states and encouraged state 
leaders to expand vaccine eligibility. 
Gov. Kate Brown and other state 
officials learned Thursday night 
that Oregon and other states will 
not receive increased shipments of 
vaccine, “because there is no federal 
reserve of doses,” she said.

In a press conference Friday, 
Brown said the discovery that 
Oregon would not be receiving the 
expected shipment of vaccine doses 
from the federal government was 
shocking and called it “deception 
on a national scale.”

“I am shocked and appalled that 
the federal government would set 
an expectation with the American 
people on which they knew they 
could not deliver — with such 
grave consequences,” Brown said. 
“While the Trump Administration 
pulled the rug out from under us 
like a cruel joke, let me assure you 
that Oregon’s priorities, my priori-
ties, have not changed.”

Instead of opening vaccination 
eligibility up to all residents over 
the age of 65, the eligibility criteria 
for seniors will be divided into four 
waves. The first wave will open up 
to seniors ages 80 and older starting 
Feb. 8.; the second wave opens up 
to people over 75; the third to peo-
ple over 70; and the fourth phase to 
people over 65.

Specific dates on when the 
second, third and fourth phases may 
begin was not given. 

Part of the reasoning behind pri-
oritizing teachers and school staff be-
fore seniors is due to the size of the 
two groups and the ongoing push by 
Brown to resume in-person classes. 

Please see Vaccine, Page A16
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Contributed Photo

The Coos Bay School Board poses for a group photo in the days before the COVID-19 pandemic hit. 

Community celebrates ‘School 
Board Appreciation Month’

On Tuesday, Superintendent Bry-
an Trendell announced the Coos Bay 
School District will join the other 196 
school districts throughout Oregon to 
celebrate January as “School Board 
Appreciation Month.” 

“You all (on the school board) take 
your job very seriously and represent 
our community extremely well,” said 
Trendell at the January regular board 
meeting. “It’s so important to have a 
quality group of people representing our 
kids, representing our community and 
bridging that gap between community 
and district.” 

School board members represent their 
fellow citizens’ views and priorities 
in the complex enterprise of main-

taining and running the community’s 
public schools. They also reinforce the 
principle of local control over public 
education, which is an important, highly 
valued aspect of education in Oregon. 

The school board’s main goal is to 
support student achievement. The Coos 
Bay School Board of Directors has 
placed an emphasis on supporting active 
student engagement, both online and 
in-person, as a part of their board goal 
this school year. 

“I know that everyone in our district 
appreciates all of you for stepping up 
and responding to the call and repre-
senting our community with our school 
district.” Trendell said. “I can’t imagine 
doing this job without a board that is 

supportive of kids, of staff, of school, 
[and] of their superintendent. My job 
is made so much easier by the group of 
people that I work with at the school 
board. I, for one, appreciate you all 
tremendously for the work you do.” 

To show their appreciation, the 
schools presented each board member 
with a “bag of swag” to help members 
show their school spirit. 

Board Chair David Geels added, on 
behalf of the board, “We are honored to 
be able to serve and to give back to the 
schools and community. It is certainly 
my pleasure, our pleasure, to be part of 
such a great organization and hopefully 
continue to benefit our kids and future 
generations.” 

TUESDAY, JAN. 19
Coos County Fair Board — 6 p.m., regular meeting, large 

conference room, Owen Building, 201 N. Adams, Coquille. 
Coos Bay City Council — 7 p.m., regular meeting, council 

chambers, Coos Bay City Hall. Followed by Coos Bay Urban 
Renwal Agency meeting. 

Coquille City Council — 7 p.m., regular meeting, city hall, 
with live streaming on Facebook. Executive session at 6 p.m. 

Myrtle Point City Council — 7:30 p.m., regular meeting, 
Flora M. Laird Memorial Library. 

THURSDAY, JAN. 21
Coos Bay Parks Commission — 4 p.m., City Hall Council 

Chambers, regular meeting. 
North Bend School Board — 5:30 p.m., work session, 

district office. 
Coos Bay School District Police Committee — 4 p.m., 

Milner Crest Education Center, regular meeting. 
Resource Link School Board — 3 p.m., resource link ele-

mentary classroom, 1255 Hemlock Ave., in Coos Bay, regular 
meeting. 

WEDNESDAY, JAN. 27
Coquille School Board — 6 p.m., Board meeting room, 

special meeting. Join with Google Meet https://meet.google.
com/duy-rirs-zsr

THURSDAY, JAN. 28
Bandon Planning Commission — 7 p.m., City Hall Coun-

cil Chambers, regular meeting. 
Coos Soil & Water Conservation District — 7 p.m., regu-

lar meeting held via Zoom. 

Scientists: Mobilization needed to address climate change
STEVE LUNDEBERG
Oregon State University

A year after a global 
coalition of more than 11,000 
scientists declared a climate 
emergency, Oregon State 
University researchers who 
initiated the declaration re-
leased an update recently that 
points to a handful of hopeful 
signs, but shares continued 
alarm regarding an overall 
lack of progress in address-
ing climate risks.

“Young people in more 
than 3,500 locations around 
the world have organized to 
push for urgent action,” said 
Oregon State University’s 
William Ripple, who co-au-
thored “The Climate Emer-
gency: 2020 in Review,” 
published today in Scientific 
American. “And the Black 
Lives Matter movement has 
elevated social injustice and 
equality to the top of our 
consciousness.

“Rapid progress in each of 
the climate action steps we 
outline is possible if framed 
from the outset in the context 
of climate justice – climate 
change is a deeply moral 
issue. We desperately need 
those who face the most 
severe climate risks to help 
shape the response.”

One year ago, Ripple, dis-
tinguished professor of ecolo-
gy in the OSU College of For-
estry, and Christopher Wolf, a 
postdoctoral scholar at OSU, 
co-authored a paper published 
in BioScience in which more 
than 11,000 scientists from 
153 nations declared a climate 
emergency. They presented 
graphics showing trends as vi-
tal signs to measure progress 
and provided a set of mitiga-
tion strategies.

Ripple and Wolf teamed 
up with scientists from Tufts 
University, the University of 
Sydney and the University of 
Cape Town on the Scientific 
American review, which re-
ports pockets of progress while 
renewing calls for immediate, 
widespread action – including 
a declaration of a climate emer-
gency by the United States and 
funding for mitigation.

“The climate emergency 
is here and accelerating more 

rapidly than most scientists 
anticipated,” Wolf said. 
“People are frightened – an 
illustration of that is the more 
than 1,800 climate emergen-
cy declarations issued around 
the world, by jurisdictions 
encompassing more than 820 
million people.”

The scientists continue to 
point to six areas in which 
humanity should take imme-
diate steps to slow down the 
effects of a warming planet:

Energy. Implement mas-
sive conservation practices; 
transition from fossil fuels to 
low-carbon renewables includ-
ing solar and wind power; elim-
inate subsidies to fossil fuel 
companies; and impose carbon 
fees that are high enough to 
curtail the use of fossil fuels.

Short-lived pollutants. 
Swiftly cut emissions of 
methane, soot, hydrofluoro-
carbons and other short-lived 
climate pollutants. Doing so 
has the potential to reduce 
the short-term warming trend 
by more than 50% over the 
next few decades.

Nature. Restore and protect 
ecosystems such as forests, 
grasslands, peatlands, wetlands 
and mangroves, and allow a 
larger share of these ecosys-
tems to reach their ecological 
potential for sequestering 
atmospheric carbon dioxide, a 
key greenhouse gas.

Food. Eat more plants and 
consume fewer animal prod-
ucts. This dietary shift would 
significantly reduce emissions 
of methane and other green-
house gases and free up agricul-
tural lands for growing human 
food rather than livestock feed. 
Reducing food waste is also 
critical – the scientists say at 
least one-third of all food pro-
duced ends up as garbage.

Economy. Convert the 
economy to one that is 
carbon free to address human 
dependence on the biosphere 
and shift goals away from 
the growth of gross domestic 
product at any cost. Curb ex-
ploitation of ecosystems for 
profit to maintain long-term 
biosphere sustainability.

Population. Stabilize a 
global human population that 
is increasing by more than 
200,000 people a day, using 

approaches that ensure social 
and economic justice such as 
guaranteeing education for 
young women and the avail-
ability of voluntary family 
planning services.

“The adverse effects of cli-
mate change are much worse 
than had been expected and 
now threaten both the bio-
sphere and humanity,” Ripple 
said. “The year 2020, one of 
the hottest years on record, 
also saw extraordinary fire 
activity in the western United 
States and Australia, a Sibe-
rian heat wave with record 
high temperatures exceeding 
100 degrees within the Arctic 
circle, an Atlantic hurricane 
season resulting in more than 
$46 billion in damages, and 
deadly floods and landslides 
in South Asia that displaced 
more than 12 million people.”

The year wasn’t without 
climate action positives, the 
scientists note. Among them:

The European Union is on 
track to achieve its emissions 
reduction goal for 2020 and 
become carbon neutral by 
2050. Other governments 
have committed to zero net 
carbon as well, including 
Japan by 2050 and China by 
2060.

President-elect Joe Biden 

has pledged that the U.S. will 
rejoin the Paris agreement 
and proposed a $2 trillion cli-
mate plan to phase down use 
of fossil fuels and making in-
vestments within historically 
disadvantaged communities.

Global meat consumption 
is projected to decline 3% 
this year, largely as a result 
of COVID-19, but also coin-
ciding with the growing pop-
ularity of meat substitutes.

“Lockdowns associated 
with the pandemic resulted in 
a decrease in CO2 emissions 
of 7% in 2020 but this reduc-
tion is probably not going to 
be long-lived because there 
has been no major concurrent 
shift in the way we produce 
energy,” Ripple said. “This 
drop in emissions is a tiny 
blip compared to the overall 
buildup of greenhouse gases, 
which has resulted in all five 
of the hottest years on record 
occurring since 2015.”

The scientists note that no 
major industrialized coun-
try is on track to achieve 
the Paris Agreement target 
of limiting warming to 1.5 
degrees Celsius.

“We’re at the point of 
needing a massive-scale 
mobilization to address the 
climate crisis,” Wolf said.

Governor goes ahead 
with prison closures

SALEM (AP) — Gov. 
Kate Brown is closing three 
Oregon prisons, a decision 
authorities say would save 
the state more than $44 
million.

The governor said she 
believes the money could be 
better invested elsewhere, 
such as early childhood 
education. The prison closure 
plan was included in the bud-
get proposal the Democrat re-
leased last month. On Friday, 
Brown said she took unilater-
al action and has directed the 
Department of Corrections to 
move forward with closing 
the three facilities without 
waiting for legislative adop-
tion of a budget.

Oregon Public Broadcasting 
reports the closure of three of 

the state’s 14 prisons will be 
staggered: First will be Mill 
Creek Correctional Facility in 
Salem, which is scheduled to 
be closed by July of this year, 
next Shutter Creek Correction-
al Institution near North Bend 
by January 2022, and last will 
be Warner Creek Correctional 
Facility in Lakeview, to be 
closed by July 2022.

All of the prisons are min-
imum-security facilities and 
inmates are within four years 
of release.

The three prisons com-
bined employ 237 people and 
house 749 inmates.

The state is developing 
a plan for relocating all the 
inmates, according to Depart-
ment of Corrections spokes-
woman Jen Black.

UO will create environmental 
and racial justice instistue

EUGENE (AP) — The 
University of Oregon says 
it will create an institute fo-
cusing on environmental and 
racial justice after receiving a 
grant of more than $4.5 mil-
lion, the biggest humanities 
award in the school’s history.

The Pacific Northwest Just 
Futures Institute for Racial 
and Climate Justice will foster 
collaboration between the 
university’s College of Arts 
and Sciences and College of 
Design in conjunction with the 
University of Idaho and Whit-
man College in Washington.

The Andrew W. Mellon 

Foundation gave the universi-
ty the grant, The Oregonian/
OregonLive reported.

“Oregon has a dark history 
of racial discrimination,” John 
Arroyo, professor of planning, 
public policy and manage-
ment and director of the new 
institute, said in a statement. 
“This institute will build a 
bridge between statements and 
action toward achieving racial 
and climate justice on the 
(university) campus and across 
the Pacific Northwest, and 
offer a model for the rest of the 
country on addressing the most 
pressing issues of our time.”
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County Cases Total deaths
Baker 568 5
Benton 1,695 14
Clackamas 11,642 138
Clatsop 686 5
Columbia 1,043 18
Coos 937 15
Crook 610 10
Curry 324 5
Deschutes 4,952 36
Douglas 1,677 43
Gilliam 51 1
Grant 213 1
Harney 175 4
Hood River 951 21
Jackson 6,892 85
Jefferson 1,702 25
Josephine 1,735 33
Klamath 2,428 38
Lake 230 5
Lane 8,272 108
Lincoln 991 17
Linn 3,108 46
Malheur 3,131 52
Marion 16,172 238
Morrow 933 10
Multnomah 28,337 458
Polk 2,446 40
Sherman 47 0
Tillamook 365 2
Umatilla 6,765 68
Union 1,114 16
Wallowa 96 3
Wasco 1,071 23
Washington 18,644 171
Wheeler 20 1
Yamhill 3,182 45
Total 133,205 1,800

This includes cases confirmed by diagnostic 
testing and presumptive cases. 

Oregon county-by-county totals

Groundfish stocks are replenished through management practices
A new paper published in 

Nature Sustainability, “Iden-
tifying Management Actions 
that Promote Sustainable 
Fisheries,” demonstrates 
that rigorous management 
practices have helped rebuild 
depleted fish stocks world-
wide and underscores the fact 
that greater investment in 
fisheries management gener-
ally leads to better outcomes 
for fish populations and the 
fisheries they support.

The Pacific Fishery 
Management Council, which 
manages commercial and 
recreational ocean fisheries 
on the West Coast, was one 
of two dozen international 
management and research 
entities collaborating on this 
study.

The study was led by Mi-
chael Melnychuk, research 
scientist at the School of 
Aquatic and Fishery Sciences 
at the University of Washing-
ton. Management practices 
and outcomes adopted by the 
Pacific Council to rebuild 
West Coast groundfish stocks 
contributed to the study.

“Rebuilding these over-
fished stocks was a painful 
process for West Coast fish-
ermen,” said Pacific Council 
Executive Director Chuck 
Tracy. “This study shows 
that their short-term sacrific-
es paid off in the long run, 
leading to more sustainable 
fisheries for future genera-
tions.”

“Rebuilding these stocks 
required collaboration 
between a lot of different 
people, from fishermen to 
scientists to environmental-
ists,” said Pacific Council 
Chair Marc Gorelnik. “It 
was a tough process, but in 
rebuilding these stocks, we 
also built long-lasting, valu-
able relationships. Respon-
sible fisheries management 
requires sacrifices, but it pays 
off. This is a really hopeful 
story.”

Nine of 10 West Coast 
groundfish stocks have 
successfully rebuilt since the 
stocks were declared over-
fished or depleted in 1999. 

Most recently, the stock of 
cowcod south of 40°10’ N lat. 
was declared rebuilt in 2019, 
decades ahead of the ex-
pected date. Only one stock, 
yelloweye rockfish, is under a 
rebuilding plan, and yellow-
eye are rebuilding faster than 
expected, according to the 
2017 rebuilding analysis.

Beginning in 2000, the 
Pacific Council adopted strin-
gent management measures 
to achieve stock rebuilding 
success, including large area 
closures; low annual catch 
limits, quotas and harvest 
guidelines; gear modifica-
tions; retention prohibitions 
or limitations; and adaptive 
management practices re-
sponsive to closely monitored 
fishery impacts and stock 
fluctuations. Such manage-
ment practices are key to 
promote sustainable fisheries, 
according to the University of 
Washington study.

According to Melnychuk, 
the study confirmed what 
many researchers already 
expected.

“In general, we found that 
more management attention 
devoted to fisheries is leading 
to better outcomes for fish 
and shellfish populations,” 

he said. “While this wasn’t 
surprising, the novelty of this 
work was in assembling the 
data required and then using 
statistical tools to demonstrate 
what everyone has always 
taken for granted to be true.”

The research team used 
an international database 
that is the go-to scientific 
resource on the status of 
more than 600 individual fish 
populations, or stocks. They 
chose to analyze 288 stocks 
that generally are of value 
economically and represent 
a diversity of species and re-
gions. They then looked over 
time at each fish population’s 
health and management prac-
tices and were able to draw 
these conclusions:

• Where fish and shellfish 
populations are well studied, 
overall fisheries manage-
ment intensity has steadily 
increased over the past half 
century.

• As fisheries manage-
ment measures are put in 
place, fishing pressure is 
usually reduced back toward 
sustainable levels, and stock 
abundance is usually allowed 
to increase.

• If fish stocks become de-
pleted as a result of overfish-

ing, a rebuilding plan may 
be put in place. These plans 
tend to immediately decrease 
fishing pressure and allow 
stocks to recover.

• If fisheries management 
systems are strong enough, 
then overfishing can be 
avoided and large, sustain-
able catches can be harvested 
annually, rendering emergen-
cy measures like rebuilding 
plans unnecessary.

The study builds on 
previous work that found, 
by using the same database, 
that nearly half of the fish 
caught worldwide are from 
stocks that are scientifically 
monitored and, on average, 
are increasing in abundance. 
The new paper takes a closer 
look at specific management 
actions and how they have 
impacted fishing pressure 
and the abundance of each 
stock examined, Melnychuk 
explained.

The international research 
team looked at a spectrum of 
fish stocks, such as hakes in 
South Africa and Europe, or-

ange roughy in New Zealand, 
tuna species on the high seas, 
anchovies in South America 
and scallops off the Atlantic 
coast of North America. Most 
of the stocks they examined 
had a history of being deplet-
ed at some point, usually due 
to historical overfishing.

On the West Coast, for 
example, a Pacific Council 
rebuilding plan for canary 
rockfish specifying very low 
annual catch limits was put 
in place in 2000. The plan 
affected every West Coast 
fishing sector that targeted 
groundfish stocks, and all 
West Coast fishing commu-
nities that were dependent on 
groundfish fishing.

In order to reduce fishing 
pressure on canary rockfish, 
the Council prohibited or 
limited fishermen’s ability to 
retain groundfish, required 
gear modifications and creat-
ed Rockfish Conservation Ar-
eas that stretched the length 
of the entire West Coast. In 
these areas, fishing at certain 
depths and using certain gear 

types was prohibited.
The Council also made 

constant adjustments to man-
agement measures to manage 
the catch of canary rockfish. 
These actions significantly 
reduced the harvest rate of 
canary rockfish, leading to 
a full recovery of the stock 
by 2015, which was decades 
ahead of the original rebuild-
ing target.

Currently, the canary rock-
fish stock is estimated to be 
as large as it was in the 1960s 
when the stock was lightly 
exploited.

The University of Wash-
ington study omits fisheries 
that lack scientific estimates 
of stock status, even though 
these account for a large 
amount of the world’s catch, 
including most fish stocks 
in South Asia and Southeast 
Asia.

This research was funded 
by The Nature Conservancy, 
The Wildlife Conservation 
Society, the Walton Family 
Foundation and a consortium 
of Seattle fishing companies.

The Coos Bay-North Bend 
Water Board will continue 
routine maintenance flushing 
of water lines in the distri-
bution system of Coos Bay 
this week, starting Tuesday, 
Jan. 19. 

The flushing will be from 
Ocean Boulevard east to 
Front Street, north to Cedar 
Avenue and south to Hall 
Avenue. 

Flushing will begin each 
morning about 7:30 a.m. 
and end about 3:30 p.m., 
Tuesday through Friday. In 

some locations, flushing may 
begin earlier in the morn-
ing and end earlier in the 
afternoon. 

Customers in the affected 
areas may experience periods 
of reduced pressure and may 
also notice a discoloration of 
the water. They should avoid 
doing laundry if the water 
appears discolored. 

If discoloration does not 
clear up promptly, custom-
ers should notify the Water 
Board by calling 541-267-
3128. 

Water Board continues 
flushing lines this week

Stimulus payments on the way
The U.S. Treasury has begun issuing its second round of 

stimulus payments. People who do not receive a direct deposit 
by early January should look for either a check from IRS or 
Economic Impact Payment (EIP) debit card in the mail. Peo-
ple will not necessarily be paid the same way they received 
their first stimulus payment.

How to identify the card: The envelope will have a return 
address of Money Network Cardholder Services, PO Box 
247022, Omaha, NE 68124. This is not a scam.

Most individuals will receive $600 and $1,200 for married 
couples filing a joint return and $600 for each qualifying child.

Coos has another death
The World

Coos County had its 15th death 
linked to COVID-19 over the 
weekend and the state also reached 
another grim milestone with its 
1,800th death related to the pandem-
ic on Sunday. 

The Oregon Health Authority 
also reported another death in Curry 
County, though it was one from a 
few weeks back that finally was 
reported by the state. 

The Coos County death was a 
78-year-old woman who died Friday 
at Bay Area Hospital and was re-
ported Saturday. She tested positive 
Jan. 5. 

Saturday was another big day for 
the state’s rising death count, with 41 
new deaths reported. It was the third 
time in less than a week with at least 
that many in the state. 

While the majority of the deaths 
continue to be in people over 60, 
Saturday’s total included a 32-year-
old man from Marion County, a 
47-year-old man from Washington 
County and a 44-year-old man from 
Josephine County, 

There also were 1,173 new 
confirmed and presumptive cases 
in the state Saturday, including 

seven in Coos County, one in Curry 
County and 16 in Douglas County. 
In all, 34 of Oregon’s 36 counties 
had new cases reported Saturday, 
all but Grant and Sherman coun-
ties. Sherman remains the only 
county in the state that has not had 
at least one reported death linked to 
COVID-19. 

The new Curry County death was 
reported Friday by Oregon Health 
Authority and was the fifth for the 
county. 

The 79-year-old women tested 
positive Dec. 9 and died Dec. 18 at 
her residence. 

There were 21 deaths reported Fri-
day and 1,037 new cases, including 
three in Coos County, one in Curry 
County and 21 in Douglas County. 

There was only one new reported 
death Sunday, but it was the 1,800th 
linked to COVID-19 in the state.

In addition, there were 799 new 
confirmed and presumptive cases, 
leaving the state total as of 12:01 
a.m. Sunday at 133,205. 

Sunday’s report included five 
cases in Coos County, six in Curry 
County and 11 in Douglas County. 

There have been 937 total cases in 
Coos County, 324 in Curry County 
and 1,677 in Douglas County. 
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GUEST OPINION

Letters to the Editor

Write to us and the community with a 
Letter to the Editor

This newspaper’s letters to the editor are limited to a 
maximum of 350 words and will be edited for grammar, 

spelling and blatant inaccuracies. Unsubstantiated or irre-
sponsible allegations or personal attacks on any individual 
will not be published. Letters containing details presented 
as facts rather than opinions must include their sources. 
Writers are limited to 1 published letter per month. All 
submissions must include the author’s full name, local 

street address and telephone number (only the name and 
city of residence will be published). By submitting a letter, 
writers also grant permission for them to be posted online. 
Opinions expressed on this page are the writer’s alone and 
do not represent the opinion of the newspaper or its parent 

company, Country Media, Inc.
To make a submission to the editor, fill out a submis-
sion form at www.theworldlink.com, email worldedi-

tor@countrymedia.net or call  
541-269-1222 ext. 235.

GUEST OPINION

By June Casagrande
 
What do you think of the sentence 

“There’s multiple opportunities for 
youngsters?” How about “There’s 
many people who wish to travel?” 
How about “There’s a lot of students 
who wish to travel?”

If you’re like most English speak-
ers, you’re fine with it. Chances 
are, you use these forms yourself. 
Nothing wrong with that. 

But if you’re like me or reader 
Elaine in Long Beach, you’re not a 
fan. And there’s nothing wrong with 
that, either.

Don’t see the issue? Compare the 
above sentences to these slight-
ly modified versions: “There are 
multiple opportunities for young-
sters.” “There are many people who 
wish to travel.” “There are a lot of 
students who wish to travel.”

In our first examples, the singular 
verb “is” pairs with a plural subject 
— “opportunities,” “people” or “stu-
dents” — creating a subject-verb 
agreement error.

Most subject-verb agreement 
problems are easy to avoid. You’d 
never say “Opportunities is plen-
tiful” or “Many people is wishing 
to travel.” But start a sentence with 
“there’s” and agreement gets more 
complicated.

The contraction is part of the 
reason. An apostrophe plus S paired 
with a plural sounds better than an 
“is” paired with a plural. “There’s 
people” sounds better than “there is 
people.”

Throw in a singular-sounding 
modifier like “a lot” and it’s even 
easier to justify the singular verb: 
“There is a lot of people” sounds 
better than “there is people” because 
“a lot” is singular in form even 
though it’s plural in meaning.

But the biggest complicating 
factor is “there.”

Simple sentences put a subject 
directly before a verb: Jane walks 
fast. Mike plays the guitar. People 
are here.

It’s hard to mess up subject-verb 
agreement when the syntax is so 
straightforward.

But “there” can turn sentences 
upside-down, making it harder to 
see the relationship between the sub-
ject and the verb. “People are here” 
becomes “There are people here.” 
The pronoun “there” is in the sub-
ject position, but it’s a special kind 
of subject that doesn’t determine the 
number of the verb. This dynam-

ic, called “existential there,” uses 
“there” as the grammatical subject, 
but the noun it displaced still func-
tions as the “notional subject.” And 
it’s the notional subject that governs 
the verb.

So, in “People are here,” the plu-
ral “people” requires a plural verb, 
“are.” In “There are people here,” 
that plural noun, “people,” is no lon-
ger the grammatical subject, but it’s 
still the notional subject. It still cre-
ates the need for a plural verb. So, 
if you’re staying true to the rules of 
grammar, “There is people” would 
be wrong, as would its contracted 
form, “There’s people.”

But in language, correctness isn’t 
just about grammar. It’s also about 
idiom — common usage — which 
is where grammar comes from. The 
“rules” of grammar are really just 
descriptions of how words usually 
work together. If enough English 
speakers defy a rule long enough, 
their usage automatically becomes 
correct. And because “there’s” 
before a plural is standard, experts 
agree it’s an acceptable idiomatic 
form.

A lot of people don’t want to hear 
that. Rules are rules, they say. But 
that’s not how our language works. 
Even the most proper English speak-
ers break grammar rules.

Consider this sentence: “I’m 
a good person, aren’t I?” This is 
standard, correct and acceptable — 
but ungrammatical. The plural verb 
“are” shouldn’t go with the singular 
subject “I.” 

You don’t say “I are a good per-
son.” You say “I am a good person.” 
“Am” is the correct verb form to 
correspond with “I.”

To strictly adhere to the rules of 
syntax, you’d have to say, “I’m a 
good person, amn’t I?” or “I’m a 
good person, am I not?” But no one 
talks that way and, thankfully, no 
one needs to. The plural verb “are” 
is correct in “aren’t I” because it’s 
an established and therefore accept-
able idiom.

So, it’s not wrong to say, “There’s 
multiple opportunities for young-
sters” or “There’s many people who 
wish to travel.” But if you do, know 
that there are many people, me 
included, who don’t like it.

 
June Casagrande is the author of 

“The Joy of Syntax: A Simple Guide 
to All the Grammar You Know You 
Should Know.” She can be reached 
at JuneTCN@aol.com.

Common usage can 
change language rules

Term limits are needed now
We hold these truths to be 

self-evident, that all men are cre-
ated equal, that they are endowed 
by their Creator with certain 
unalienable rights, among these 
are life, liberty and the pursuit of 
happiness. That to secure these 
rights, governments are instituted 
among men, deriving their just 
powers from the consent of the 
governed, that whenever any form 
of government becomes destructive 
of these ends, it is the duty of the 
people to alter or to abolish it and 
institute a new government. Laying 
its foundation on such principles 
and organizing its powers in such 
form, as to shall seem most likely 
to affect their safety and happiness. 

These words were written by a 
group of insurrectionists that laid 
the lives on the line to rid them-
selves of repeated tyrannies, a 
government that turned a deaf ear 
to the populace. Today we find our-
selves in a similar situation, a gov-
ernment that ignores its citizens, 
public servants that continue to 
divide the population with labeling, 
name calling and threats while hid-

ing their shortcomings by blaming 
someone or something else.

The current state of affairs has 
been building for four decades 
drip by drip to the point that it’s on 
the verge of explosion, and what 
do your public servants do? Raise 
their political rhetoric. If ever there 
was a time to institute term limits 
this, no it’s past time. Only then 
will these politicians realize who 
they serve.

David Rose
Myrtle Point

Parade meant a lot
I want to say thank you to all the 

truckers and the people who helped 
put this beautiful parade together. 
I’ve seen parades, but this one real-
ly put the tears in our eyes. It was 
beautiful. What a tribute to Gator. 
Love you cous.

Wally and Marge Kellison
Lakeside

America has become trashy
America has become a trashy 

nation. We are embroiled in trashy 
politics. We have trashy law 
enforcement and trashy criminal 
justice, where the rich and the 
white get better treatment.

Our education systems have 
become trashy, lacking in civics 
education and focused as they are 
on low-bar academics.

Religion has become trashy 
because it has reduced its original 
rich doctrines to lightweight dic-
tums like “love” and “forgiveness.” 

Business advertising has become 
terribly trashy with all its false 
or exaggerated claims. Consum-
ers have become trashy not just 
because of all the trash they foul 
the earth with, but because they are 
excessively stylish. They show off 
their elite labels next to people who 
live in impoverished hovels or on 
the streets amid their own refuse.

For entertainment, we watch 
reality TV game shows, quiz 
shows and talk shows and act like 
13-year-old girls when we win a 
prize.

Kimball Shinkoskey
Coos Bay

By William Cooper
 
Among the many lessons from 

2020 is this one: People need 
people.

We need each other in ways, 
big and small, that many took for 
granted before the coronavirus 
transformed the basic structure of 
human life.

We need teachers to teach our 
kids. We need bartenders to pour 
our drinks. We need stylists to cut 
our hair. We need our fellow fans - 
sitting next to us, hot dogs in hand 
- to help cheer on our team.

People, indeed, need people. Not 
from a distance, but up close. From 
less than six feet apart. 

Before 2020, this elaborate 
structure of human interdepen-
dence often went unappreciated. 
Many of the ways we benefited 
from physical interaction with 
other people simply blended into 
the mundane mechanics of ev-
eryday life. Before 2020, human 

interaction often felt little different 
from interaction with the modern 
machinery and electronics that 
surround us. 

But humans are not machines. 
And the deprivation of 2020 - the 
disappearance of so much hu-
man-to-human contact - brings into 
focus the fundamental role other 
people play in our daily lives.

What does this lesson, this 
realization of the extent to which 
people need people, teach us? How 
might it impact our lives after the 
virus subsides?

The recognition that a core need 
was taken away and then came 
back should lead to one thing 
above all: Appreciation for other 
people.

For all of the strife and discord 
among Americans today, this 
lesson of 2020 is that we need each 
other - and that irrespective of 
political, philosophical or religious 
differences we are one, interdepen-
dent nucleus of human life.

It doesn’t really matter if the 
local teacher is a Republican or a 
Democrat; what matters is that she 
can soon teach our kids again. It 
doesn’t really matter if the local 
barber is religious or not; what 
matters is that he can soon cut our 
hair again. And it doesn’t really 
matter if our favorite baseball play-
er is liberal or conservative; what 
matters is that we can soon high 
five after his home runs again.

We need each other. And the 
sustained absence of this core hu-
man need teaches us to appreciate 
the many human hands that quietly 
shape our daily experience. 

So much of the essential inter-
action among humans has been 
gone for too long. But it will be 
back again, in a form similar to the 
way it was before. Yet this lesson 
of 2020 - that people need people 
- should compel us, going forward, 
to no longer take for granted the 
myriad ways we sustain each other 
each day.

One lesson from 2020: People need people
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DEAR ABBY: Yesterday, my daughter 
informed me that her boyfriend will soon 
come to me to ask for her hand in mar-
riage. She also told me she intends to have 
both her stepfather and me walk her down 
the aisle. This creates a huge problem for 
me. 

Her mother and I divorced 13 years 
ago because of marital infidelity on her 
part. She was having an affair with the 
man who is now my daughter’s stepfather. 
When my daughter told me her plans, it 
took all my self-control not to go through 
the roof. 

I have thought about my daughter’s 
wedding day since the day she was born, 
and now she wants me to share it with 
this individual who has caused me so 
much pain. Her feeling is he has been 
with her her entire life, and she wants 
him in the wedding. I understand it to 
some extent, although for her to ask me 
to give up even a bit of this honor cuts me 
to my core. 

One of her reasons for asking is we had 

a strained relationship for a number of 
years. I was never out of her life, although 
there were periods of time when we would 
fight constantly. 

I don’t want to miss the opportunity to 
walk my baby girl down the aisle, but I 
simply cannot share this honor with some-
one who basically stole my family. -- NOT 
FORGIVING IN TEXAS

DEAR NOT FORGIVING: I know 
this is painful for you, but you are not in 
control. If you are going to have the honor 
of walking your daughter down the aisle, 
you will have to figure out a compromise. 
I’m suggesting you walk her halfway to 
the altar and your daughter’s stepfather 
take her the rest of the way, or vice versa. 
It has been done before.

-------------------------------
Dear Abby is written by Abigail Van 

Buren, also known as Jeanne Phillips, and 
was founded by her mother, Pauline Phil-
lips. Contact Dear Abby at www.DearAb-
by.com or P.O. Box 69440, Los Angeles, 
CA 90069.

DEAR ABBY By Abigail Van Buren
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OBITUARIES

DEATH NOTICES

Ronald Allen Oakes
September 12, 1950 – January 5, 2021

Alburt Paull, 73, of Coos 
Bay passed away on Decem-
ber 19, 2020.

Victor Claude Damaske, 
89, of Lakeside, passed away 
January 12, 2021 in Lake-
side. Arrangements are under 
the care of Coos Bay Chapel, 
541-267-3131 www.coosba-
yareafunerals.com

Jeannine Brock, 62, 
of Lakeside, passed away 
January 12, 2021 in Portland. 
Arrangements are under the 
care of Coos Bay Chapel, 
541-267-3131 www.coosba-
yareafunerals.com

Stephen D. Miller, 52, of 
Lakeside died January 13, 
2021 in Portland. Arrange-
ments are under the direction 
of Coos Bay Chapel. 541-
267-3131. www.coosbayare-
afunerals.com

Connie Rae McUne, 63, 
of Coos Bay, passed away 
January 3, 2021 in Coos Bay.  
Arrangements are pend-
ing under the direction of 
Nelson’s Bay Area Mortuary, 
405 Elrod Ave., Coos Bay, 
Oregon   541/267-4216 

Charles E. “Chuck” 
Robbins, 80 of Coos Bay, 
passed away January 4, 2021 
in Coos Bay. Cremation 
Rites under the direction of 
Nelson’s Bay Area Mortuary, 
405 Elrod Ave., Coos Bay, 
Oregon   541/267-4216 

Sanford James Haines, 
78, of Reedsport, passed 
away January 7, 2021 in 
Reedsport, Oregon.  Crema-
tion Rites under the direction 
of Nelson’s Bay Area Mor-
tuary, 405 Elrod Ave., Coos 
Bay, Oregon   541/267-4216 

Dorothy G. Flint, 91, 
of Coos Bay, passed away 
January 9, 2021 in Coos Bay.  
Cremation Rites under the di-
rection of Nelson’s Bay Area 
Mortuary, 405 Elrod Ave., 

Coos Bay, Oregon   541/267-
4216 

Charles A. Roof, 75, 
of Bandon, passed away 
January 10, 2021 in Bandon.  
Cremation Rites are under 
the direction of Nelson’s Bay 
Area Mortuary, 405 Elrod 
Ave., Coos Bay, Oregon   
541/267-4216 

Ernest “Eric” Coder, 44, 
of Coquille, passed away 
January 13, 2021 in Coquille.  
Cremation rites are under the 
direction of Nelson’s Bay 
Area Mortuary, 405 Elrod 

Ave., Coos Bay, Oregon   
541/267-4216 

Margaret Rose Karlin, 
86, of Bandon, died January 
14, 2021 in Bandon. Arrange-
ments are under the direction 
of Amling Schroeder Funeral 
Service, Bandon.

Rella L. Johnson, 72, of 
Halsey and Coos Bay died 
January 11, 2021 in Coos 
Bay. Arrangements are under 
the direction of Coos Bay 
Chapel 685 Anderson Ave. 
541-267-3131. www.coosba-
yareafunerals.com

Ronald Allen Oakes was 
born on September 12, 1950 
and passed away January 
5, 2021. Ron was born and 
raised in Coos Bay, where 
he raised his children and 
worked at Coos Head 
Lumber Company, Perry’s 
Electric, and as an indepen-
dent contractor. He built his 
later life in North Dakota, 

where he worked for Alten-
dorf Trucking.

Ron was a proud, stub-
born, and gregarious man. 
He loved his family and his 
country. He bragged end-
lessly about his children 
and grandchildren; he loved 
them immensely and uncon-
ditionally. Ron was a skilled 
mechanic, plumber, and 
electrician. He was the ‘go 
to’ for all family and friends 
with a problem to solve. He 
loved history and reveled 
in his knowledge of antique 
cars, military planes, and all 
things mechanical. Ron was 
generous, loving, and full 
of life. He developed deep 
friendships wherever he went 
and did not know a stranger.

He is survived by his 
daughters, Joy Hanneman 
and Helen Feroli; his grand-
children, Tanner and Cavan 
Hanneman, Katherine Feroli, 

McKayla, Tyson, and Trinity 
Oakes; his sisters, Gladys 
McGill, Joyce Dwyer, Linda 
Ramirez, and Cathy Oakes; 
the mother of his children, 
Ginger Oakes and an abun-
dance of dear friends and ex-
tended family members. He 
was preceded in death by his 
son, Troy Oakes; his brother, 
Cecil Oakes; his sister, Helen 
Oakes; his parents, John and 
Della Oakes. Ron’s family 
plans to hold a celebration of 
his life in Coos Bay, Oregon 
when larger family gather-
ings are no longer impeded 
by ridiculous social distanc-
ing requirements.

In lieu of flowers, his fami-
ly request you live life to the 
fullest, appreciate the little 
things, forgive your loved 
ones of prior transgressions, 
and enjoy every moment with 
those you love as if it were 
your last.

Irmer “Irma” Jean (Singleton) Taylor
November 14, 1930 – January 8, 2021

Quietly, peacefully, Irma 
passed surrounded by loved 
ones in the afternoon of 
January 8, 2021. She recently 
celebrated her 90th birthday 
and a festive Christmas with 
her daughter Cathy and her 
extended family.

Irma was born in Atmore, 
Alabama (near Mobile) to 
James and Alvie Singleton. 
She was the eldest of eight 
children born over an eigh-
teen year period (two died 
in infancy). She moved west 
to Coos Bay with her father 
when she was in her teens, 
and he brought the rest of 
the family from Alabama 
later. She held many fond 
memories of her formative 
years in Alabama and would 
be the first to tell you that 
Mardi Gras originated in 
Mobile, Alabama. As the 
eldest, Irma helped raise her 

younger siblings while also 
working at the mercy home. 
Later while working at the 
local laundromat she met 
her lifelong love, Raymond. 
Ray and Irma married in 
Coos Bay; a wonderful 
marriage that lasted over 50 
years until Ray’s passing in 
2009.

Ray and Irma raised two 
daughters, Beth and Cathy, 
in the Coos Bay/North Bend 
area. Irma was always the 
first to volunteer as a Brown-
ie and Girl Scouts leader, 
room mother, and PTA mem-
ber. Being the eldest, Irma 
was also second mom to her 
younger sisters and brother. 
Irma thrived in her role as a 
grandmother as she played, 
baked, and taught her four 
grandchildren in their youth. 
In her later years, she en-
joyed her three great-grand-
children, with whom she was 
especially charmed.

Irma was a devoted 
wife, mother, grandmother, 
great-grandmother, and aunt. 
She was an exceptional baker 
and loved preparing tradi-
tional southern foods for her 
family. She was also known 
for the beautiful quilts she 
made as gifts, and her fine 
embroidering skills. She was 
an active member of First 
Baptist Church in Coos Bay 

for decades. She assisted the 
church in many ways, but 
especially loved her time as 
a kindergarten aide at the 
church. She also volunteered 
for many years on the Coos 
County election board.

She was preceded in 
death by her sister, Marga-
ret Koonce (Singleton) and 
her brother, Jimmy Robert 
Singleton. She is survived 
by her sisters, Ruth Freeman 
(Singleton), Betty Luethe 
(Singleton), Barbara Bush 
(Singleton) and her daugh-
ters, Beth Anstine (Taylor), 
her husband, Ron and son 
James; Cathy Fisher (Taylor), 
her husband Christopher, 
their three children, Kyle, 
Kassidee, Cameron, and 
three great grandchildren, 
Christian, Finley, and Kath-
erine.

Irma will be remembered 
for her fervent support of 
Alabama football, her cinna-
mon rolls, and her sense of 
fashion. She loved socializ-
ing with people, and never 
turned down a trip to the 
casino.

Irma will be laid to rest 
next to her beloved Ray, at 
Sunset Memorial Gardens 
in Coos Bay. A memorial 
service will be organized 
later when gatherings can be 
safely held.

Florence Shirley Kellum
June 24, 1927 – January 7, 2021

Florence Shirley (Farmer, 
Harms, Watson) Kellum, 93, 
passed away January 7, 2021 
in Coos Bay, Oregon.  She 
was born June 24, 1927 in 
Oakland, Oregon.

Florence was raised on the 
Jesse Clayton Homestead 
Ranch in Tyee, Douglas 
County, Oregon.  She was a 
life member of the Order of 
the Eastern Star and a mem-
ber of the Daughters of the 
Nile, Oakland Chapter.  Her 

grandfather, CW Farmer, was 
a Texas Ranger and a mem-
ber of the Cherokee Strip 
Cowpunchers Association.

Florence worked as a 
bookkeeper at a construction 
company and as a bookkeep-
er and seamstress at The 
Sewing Bee in Roseburg and 
Coos Bay.  She was a great 
seamstress and loved to sew, 
go fishing, crabbing, clam-
ming and hunting.

Florence married Bobby B. 
Kellum on February 7, 1968.  
They were married 52 years 
and lived in Coos Bay.

Florence is survived by her 
husband, Bobby B. Kellum; 
daughter, Sherill Ann Shorey 
and husband, Patrick; son, 
James William Watson and 
wife, Mylene; stepson, Mike 
Kellum and wife, Daniela; 
stepdaughter, J.J. Kellum; 

stepson, Shannon Kellum; 
stepson, Vince Kellum; niece, 
Pixie Murphy; 11 grandchil-
dren; 16 great-grandchildren 
and 4 great-great-grandchil-
dren.

She was preceded in death 
by her father, Free Farmer; 
mother, Franklynn Elisabeth 
(Curtis) Harms; stepfather, 
William R. Harms; sister, 
Franklynn Elisabeth (Farm-
er) Fitch; niece, Peggy Sue 
(Fitch) Davis; and first hus-
band, James K. Watson.

There will be a celebration 
of life held at a later date.

Friends and family are 
encouraged to sign the online 
guestbook at www.coosba-
yareafunerals.com and www.
theworldlink.com.  Arrange-
ments are under the care of 
Coos Bay Chapel, 541-267-
3131.

Suzanne Englund Fleck
July 3, 1939 – January 3, 2021

Suzanne Englund Fleck, 
81, of Coquille, passed away 
on January 3, 2021. Family 
grave side service was held 
January 9, 2021 and a Cele-
bration of Life gathering will 
be planned for later this year.

She was born in Asto-
ria, on July 3, 1939. Suzie 
graduated from Astoria High 
School in 1957. She then 

attended the University of 
Oregon where in 1961 she 
received a bachelor’s degree 
in health/physical education 
and recreation, and was a 
member of the Tri Delta 
sorority. She was married 
to James Franklin Fleck on 
January 21, 1961.

Suzie held many positions 
in her career working with 
youth, adults and the elderly, 
centering on activities and 
recreation. She retired from 
her final position as Activities 
Director at Heritage Place 
assisted living in Bandon, 
in 2005. She was a member 
of the girl scouts, 4-H club, 
PEO, Coquille Valley Hos-
pital Auxiliary, and the Faith 
Lutheran Church. Suzie was 
very active in her communi-
ty supporting projects such 
as the Coquille pool and 
carousel. She had a passion 

for swimming, singing, 
fishing, traveling, playing her 
accordion, dancing, family, 
friends, playing dress up with 
grand kids, and was an avid 
Oregon Duck Football fan.

She is survived by her 
brother, Jon Englund and 
wife, Mary-Jean of Astoria; 
children, Dean Fleck and 
wife, Andrea of Newport, 
Jean Trendell and husband, 
Bryan of Coos Bay, and Mark 
Fleck of Coos Bay; eight 
grandchildren, Devin, Dana, 
Amity, Jennifer, Natalie, 
Elyse, Rylee and Sydney; four 
great-grandchildren, Mia, 
Shane, Jaylen and Porter.

She is preceded in death 
by her father, Axel Englund; 
mother, Freda Englund; and 
husband, James Fleck.

No one had more fun than 
she did. She was our sun-
shine.

Delbert Littrell
February 21, 1924 - January 1, 2021

On the 1st day of January, 
2021, Delbert (Del) Littrell 
USMC completed his earthly 
deployment to be with our 
heavenly Commander in Chief.

As a marine, Corporal Del-
bert embarked upon a tour in 
World War II of unprecedent-
ed military battles with his 
unit the 4th Marine Division. 
He was in five invasions 
that included the Marshall 
Islands, Saipan, Tinian, Iwo 
Jima, and Okinawa. He al-
ways said that Iwo Jima was 
the worst battle because the 
enemy was not on the island, 

they were inside the island.
At 96 years old, Del and 

his son, Vernon embarked on 
a road trip together in Feb-
ruary, 2020 to Camp Pend-
leton, California, where he 
was honored at the 75th Iwo 
Jima Reunion. Del was also 
known for helping to start 
up the Marine Corp League, 
Coquille River Detachment 
#1042, becoming one of the 
first members. After moving 
to the Medford area in 2010, 
he and Gordon Woods started 
a Veteran’s breakfast at the 
Punkey’s Diner for all service 
members to gather and tell 
stories. On November 18, 
2020 he was promoted to 
Corporal by the U.S. Senate.

In 1952, he met Gloria May 
Goodale at an Eagles Dance 
in Coos Bay. They married in 
1954 and resided in Sumner 
where they raised their two 
sons, Vernon and Kenn. Del 
worked at Georgia Pacific for 
25 years until the mill closed 
and then they moved to Delta 
Junction, Alaska where he 
worked in Civil Service and 
retired in 1987 from the Fort 

Greely Army Base.
They then moved to Coos 

Bay and then to Medford to 
be closer to their son Vernon.

Del enjoyed many years 
of traveling, fishing, and 
hunting in the 33 years he 
was retired. He especially 
liked camping with his many 
friends who they called “The 
Old Wrinkle Face Club.”

Del is survived by his 
wife, Gloria of 66 years; his 
son, Vernon and Fiance’, 
Shelley Henslee; grand-
daughter, Stephanie Summey 
and her husband, Kyle; niece, 
Margie Nelson; cousin, Jan-
ice Ball; and many friends.

He was preceded in death 
by his son, Kenn; mother, 
Martha; father, John; broth-
ers, Claude, JT, and Marion; 
sisters, Lily and Daisy.

Del will be laid to rest 
this spring at the Eagle Point 
National Cemetery with full 
military honors. Date to be 
announced later.

Arrangements are in care 
of Conger-Morris Central 
Point Chapel 541-664-3361 
www.congermorris.com
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This week in  Coos County history: January 17-19
100 YEARS — 1921
Bandon closes public places

Epidemic of diphtheria exists in that city
Churches, Sunday schools, theatres, lodges 
and other places closed — two deaths

At a special meeting of the Bandon city 
council the following resolution was adopted: 

“Whereas an epidemic of diphtheria seems 
to exist in the City of Bandon and public 
health is in danger, it is therefore

“Resolved  by the City of Bandon that all 
public places and gatherings, including house 
parties, churches, Sunday schools, , lodges, 
dances, basket ball games, card games and 
pool games, be and is hereby ordered closed 
in strict compliance with the health law. 

“This order to take effect immediately and 
to continue until other notice, and that parents 
be requested to keep their children off the 
streets and at home as much as possible.”

Death of child
The two-year-old son of Mr. and Mrs. H.J. 

Schmitt, who had been ill for a week, passed 
away at the family home of diphtheria. The 
little one was ill several days before the na-
ture of the ailment was determined. 

Suggests change name Marshfield

A.G. Clark thinks it misnomer for city
Manager of Oregon Home Industries 
boosts for development of state

The suggestion that “Marshfield” was a 
misnomer as a name for the city made by 
A.G. Clark, manager of the Oregon Home In-
dustries, in a short talk before the Marshfield 
Chamber of Commerce at the annual meet-
ing. He touched on it lightly, asking if it ever 
occurred to the members the impression the 
name gave a stranger. It struck him, he said, 
as a very poor name and he thought it was not 
yet too late to correct it, Mr. Clark said: 

“Think it over. Is the name Marshfield an 
asset or a liability.”

Mr. Clark told briefly of an extended 
eastern trip he made during the fall in behalf 
of Oregon made goods, visiting the principal 
eastern centers. He said everyone realized the 
value of creating a demand for Oregon made 
goods — the demand insuring more indus-
tries, bigger payrolls and development. Com-
munity spirit and team work will accomplish 
this, he declared. 

He said it was the psychological time for 
such an effort now. During the war, Oregon 
gained a fine reputation. Its record showed 
first in volunteers, first in standard and moral 
cleanliness of its soldiers, in subscriptions to 
war loans and war aids, in ship construction, 
in equipment for troops, etc. Oregon boys 
had spread the fame of Oregon to Europe and 
when normalcy is reestablished there, the 
trend of the better classes will be from the 
old world via the Panama canal route to the 
Pacific coast. 

He pointed out that of the fifteen hundred 
million population of the world, nine hundred 
million reside in countries skirting the Pacific 
ocean. 

Oregon industries produce better, he point-
ed out, because their employees have good 
homes and living conditions as contrasted 
to the tenements of the congested eastern 
centers. 

Health of city is reported good

Dr. Straw, health officer, makes annual 
report
Says Marshfield is fortunate in having cli-
mate which does not bring much disease

Dr. E.E. Straw, the city health officer, gave 
an interesting talk before the city council last 
night on the occasion of making his annual 
report for the year ending Dec. 31. 

During the year, according to the report, 
there were within the city 117 births, 67 
males and 50 females. 

There were 53 deaths. Influenza caused 5, 
tuberculosis of the lungs 4, intestinal tuber-
culosis 1, cancer 4, pneumonia 3, apoplexy 2. 

There were quite a number of other diseases 
which caused one death each. 

The doctor called attention to the fact that 
there were only five deaths caused by influen-
za, 4 from tuberculosis and 3 from pneumo-
nia. He regarded this as an excellent showing 
for health of the city. 

During the year there were 107 cases of 
contagious diseases reported. These included 
25 cases of smallpox, 68 of influenza and 7 of 
measles. 

Schools helped
The doctor said that there had been great 

co-operation on the part of the school board, 
the superintendent of schools, the county 
health nurse and the school nurse. He said 
that he though the school authorities had 
more to do with keeping down disease than 
anyone else. 

Water system
Dr. Straw said there were a number of 

things which he could recommend which he 
believed would better the condition of health 
of the city. He referred to the water supply 
and said that either the city should have a 
municipal water system or else the water 
company should be allowed to raise the rates 
so that they could put in a filtering system. 
He explained that the water did not carry 
any disease germs and was healthy in that 
way but that it should be filtered and it was 
highly colored at times. This he said was due 
to the fact that it contained at some seasons 
animal matter and also carried a free oxide of 
iron. The latter he said made the water more 
healthy from a germ standpoint but that it 
tended to rust out the water pipes. 

Charge made for selling bitters

Joe Megale of shining parlor arrested
Claims that the bitters bear government 
stamp and are sold openly elsewhere

Joe Meagle, proprietor of the Blanco 
Shining Parlor, which sells soft drinks, was 
arrested yesterday afternoon. 

A warrant was sworn out against him 
for selling bottle of bitters which contains 
alcohol. When a search warrant was gotten 
out the place was searched by Constable 
Goodman and some of the bitters found. The 
charge however is that of selling the bitters. 

Megales protests that he had no intention 
of violating the law as he claims the bitters 
are sold elsewhere and that he has been 
openly handling the stuff for some time and 
buying it from the regular wholesalers and 
that the bottles bear a stamp showing that 
government revenue has been paid. 

Megale put up his personal check for $300 
as bail and the case will come up later in 
Justin Joehnke’s court. E.L. McClure was 
engaged by Megale to conduct his case. 

50 YEARS — 1971
Families evacuated, schools closed in 
SW Oregon

New storm reported on way
Several families were evacuated Sunday in 

Southwestern Oregon and some schools re-
main closed today because of high water and 
hazardous road conditions as the area braced 
for another storm later today.

The Roy Spangler and Darrel St. Louis 
families were evacuated by Myrtle Point City 
Police from the Reedsford Road area by boat 
Sunday night as Coquille River crested at 
44.48 feet, 9 ½ feet above flood stage. 

Coos Bay Sand Shifters, a volunteer group 
working as the search and rescue division 
of the Coos County Sheriff’s Department, 
rescued the Converse family from high water 
in the Arago area. The boat made two trips, 
bringing the five-member family in the first 
trip but leaving behind the man who accom-
panied the pilot. The second trip was made to 
pick him up along with a dog who also was 
threatened. 

Myrtle Point police also rescued three per-
sons from two cars and one boat. One car was 
stranded by high water and another car went 

off the road near Leeps Mill. The boat motor 
quit and it was set adrift with its occupants. 

Myrtle Point schools are closed today, 
as they were most of last week. Water had 
receded from bus routes to some extent, but 
mud and debris left on road surfaces made 
bus trips with children too hazardous, said 
Joe Stewart, superintendent. 

Coquille schools also are closed today. 
Coos River School in the Coos Bay district is 
closed because feeder bus routes are not pass-
able. All other districts report their schools 
are open as usual. In Bandon, the only prob-
lem lay at the extreme end of two bus routes 
because of high water. 

Sawdusters seek talented one for their 
new season

Do you have sawdust in your veins instead 
of blood? 

Then you’re just the ones the Sawdusters 
are looking for as they prepare for their fifth 
theatrical season. 

Tryouts are scheduled for actors and olio 
performers on Jan. 28 and 29 at 8 p.m. at the 
Sawdust Theatre in Coquille. Anyone with even 
a hidden or secret yen for emoting on stage 
is encouraged to try out for either the play or 
between-scene olios; the directors guarantee to 
polish up every performer’s presentation. 

This season, the weekly performance will 
be a repeat of the first Sawdust play, “Drusilla 
of the Gold Country,” repeated by popular 
demand, according to John Moore, author 
and director. 

Honors paid Coos Bay physician by APPA
Coos Bay physician and surgeon Raymond 

M. McKeown, M.D., recently was honored by 
the American Professional Practice Association 
which established a scholarship fund in his name 
at the University of Oregon Medical School.

The agreement presented the medical 
school reads, “The American Professional 
Practice Association recognizing the 20 years 
of service given to organized medicine and 
his patients, often with a substantial personal 
loss to himself, wishes to take this opportu-
nity to recognize Raymond M. McKeown, 
M.D., through the establishment of the 
American Professional Practice Associations’ 
Raymond M. McKeown Scholarship Fund to 
be established at the University of Oregon for 
the benefit of first year medical students.

“This method is chosen to honor Dr. McK-
eown for we know of no more fitting tribute 
than to see that funds are provided to assist in 
the training of additional young men and wom-
en to follow in the footsteps of this dedicated 
servant of mankind. In these times of a nation-
al demand for more and better health care are 
for all its citizens it is therefore the desire of 
this association, to establish this designated 
scholarship fund which is to have a basic and 
fundamental function of providing scholarship 
assistant to worthy first year medical students.”

North Bend win string stopped
EUGENE — For more than two years, 

North Bend has been a dominant figure in the 
state of Oregon when it came to dual meet 
wrestling. 

All good things eventually come to an end, 
however, and for the Bulldogs Saturday, it 
came to a screaming halt. North Bend’s string 
of 65 consecutive dual meet wins was cut off 
by Crook County and David Douglas in the 
Sheldon Invitational mat tourney. 

Crook County dealt the Bulldogs a 
30-20setback, and David Douglas notched 
a lopsided 36-8 triumph over North Bend. 
The Cowboys from Prineville captured the 
four-team tournament with 116 points, while 
David Douglas had 97. North Bend was third 
with 62 and Sheldon last with 10. 

The Bulldogs claimed three individual 
titles with Ralph Davis taking the 106-pound 
class, Lenny Johnson winning the 148-pound 
division and Robin Richards stepping up two 
weight classes to win the 191-pound division. 

20 YEARS — 2001 
Amateur historian digs down to Fifth 
Street’s roots

Coos Bay woman seeks National Historic 
Register designation for neighborhood

Kahi Netter goes through other people’s 
homes. In her cramped attic on Fifth Street 
in Coos Bay, Netter looks at the outdated 
floor plans of her neighbors’ historic houses 
with investigative prowess. She digs through 
historical documents, 100-year-old directories 
and yellowed newspaper articles attempting 
to find out all she can about Fifth Street’s 
original residents. 

What was the color of the home? Who built 
it? What did the residents do for a living? 

Netter knows the answers to all the most 
personal questions. 

She has to, because for more than a year, 
the former history major has been consumed 
with instructing herself on all aspects of the 
Fifth Street neighborhood so she can pro-
vide voice for the homes along the tree-lined 
street. Hers is the effort to have the neighbor-
hood listed on the National Historic Register.

“I told my husband I felt like I knew every-
body,” she said. “The more I found out, the 
more excited I got.”

Slough land purchase to aid airport 
projects

It was a side item that didn’t make it on 
the Oregon International Port of Coos Bay’s 
tentative agenda Wednesday night. But it was 
no oversight when the commission quickly 
approved the purchase of 11 acres of diked 
pasture land on Coalbank Slough, putting 
the wheels in motion for a series of pressing 
developments at the North Bend Municipal 

Airport. Safety upgrades and improvements 
to a runway depend upon it.

“We want to buy it,” Port General Manager 
Allan Rumbaugh said bluntly.

With little discussion, the commission 
voted unanimously to approve the $55,000 
purchase. That price is $35,000 less than the 
port had reported it would have expected to 
pay a similar piece of land. The Federal Avi-
ation Administration will reimburse the port 
90 percent of the cost of the parcel.

The plot, near Red Dike Road, represents 
the final piece in the puzzle that will allow 
the filling of a 2.5-acre area where storm wa-
ter drains near the south side of runway 13-
31. State regulations require that in exchange 
for being allowed to fill the 2.5 acre plot, the 
port must restore another plot to unhindered 
wetlands.

Mowe named to top team
Jeremy Mowe led the Powers football team 

in many different ways his senior season, and 
for his efforts the senior was named to the 
2000 Oregon Eight-Man Football All-Star 
Team’s first team for Class 1A. 

The 6-foot-5 wert-pound lineman helped 
the Cruisers to the Skyline League title and 
the state semifinals. 

Senior Luke Rector and junior Tommy 
Blanton were second-team selections. Rector 
played receiver while Blanton played his 
second season as quarterback. 

Stan Adamek, a senior, and younger broth-
er Frank, a junior, were honorable mention 
picks. 

Dufur, which won the Class 1A state title, 
received player of the year honors (Ben 
Morris) and coach of the year honors (Jack 
Henderson). 

On the move

Welcome to Marshfield’s Pirate Hall — Ph 
for short

Marshfield High School’s official move-in 
date to its new math and science building is 
today, but some students and teachers were 
not willing to wait. 

Students and staff were supposed to take 
tours of the building throughout their math 
and science classes Thursday. Since students 
and staff members were headed that way any-
way, many decided to carry over a few boxes, 
books and even some desks from East Branch 
to start the moving out process a day earlier. 

“This is a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity 
for everyone,” said MHS Principal Arnie 
Roblan. “It’s OK that people started a little 
early. They have a right to be a part of this. 
We want everyone to enjoy it.”

Roblan said the building, which is replacing 
century-old East Branch, is now being referred 
to as Pirate Hall by the students and staff.

“It abbreviates to Ph,” he said with a 
chuckle. “That’s a good science term for a 
science and match building.”

Funds raised, building razed

Bathhouse: It was burned down to make 
way for construction

COQUILLE — Firefighters stood ready 
Thursday as flames crept from windows and 
doors of the Coquille Community Center 
bathhouse like disobedient teenagers escaping 
into the night. 

The Coquille Fire Department intentionally 
set fire to the building in an effort to destroy 
it and make room for a new facility that will 
be built. 

Willie Lewis, a sophomore at Coquille High 
School, assisted with the ignition — an honor 
he won just moments earlier during a raffle. 

Money from the raffle will be used to help 
pay for the new bathhouse, Coquille Mayor 
Mike Swindall explained, fire leaping up 
behind him.

Swindall said he did not know how much 
money had been raised from Thursday night’s 
raffle.

“It probably wasn’t that much but we hav-
en’t had a chance to count it yet,” he said. 

“So far the community has raised $120,000 
and we received $200,000 in grant money. 
But we hope people will continue donating 
so that we can keep adding on to the new 
bathhouse,” Swindall said. 

The total cost of the new bathhouse is 
estimated by the city at $512,319. 

OSAA releases realignment proposal
Schools: Changes are expected before 

final decision on classification of schools in 
December

The first proposal for new classifications 
and league alignments for Oregon schools 
likely won’t thrill a couple schools on the 
South Coast. 

But it’s only a proposal, and just the first 
one, and likely looks much different from the 
eventual final recommendation for changes 
that will be made later this year by the Clas-
sification and Districting Committee of the 
Oregon School Activities Association. 

OSAA officials released the first “trial 
balloon” of possible classification and league 
realignments on Wednesday, and hope to 
receive comments from schools before the 
committee’s next meeting, scheduled for Feb. 
9 in Wilsonville. 

The only two changes to South Coast 
schools in the first proposal are Reedsport 
and Bandon dropping to the Class 2A Big Fir 
League. 

Myrtle Point also hopes to drop down to 
Class 2A, while North Bend would like to drop 
from Class 4A to Class 3A, but those changes 
weren’t included in the initial proposal.

These stories were found in the Marshfield 
Sun Printing Museum newspaper repository 
stored in Marshfield High School courtesy of 
Coos Bay Schools.
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 earing ids
On sale for a limited time! 

Digital technology delivers 
the clearest, most accurate sound 
quality available in hearing aids!**
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$28!
per month†

Fully 
Digital
Hearing 

Aid

Many Styles
Available!

$28!
per month†

DON’T WAIT!

2 Hearing Aids
for as low as

©2010 Miracle-Ear, Inc. 13769ROPA_FP_4c

*Our hearing test and video otoscopic inspection are always free. Hearing test is an audiometric test to determine proper amplification needs only. These are not
medical exams or diagnoses nor are they intended to replace a physician’s care. If you suspect a medical problem, please seek treatment from your doctor.

**Hearing aids do not restore natural hearin . Individual experiences vary depending on severity of hearing loss, accuracy of evaluation, proper fit and ability to
adapt to amplification. Only your Miracle-Ear ® representative can determine which model and options may be right for you.

†$28 per month. Calculated at 

2 Hearing Aids
for as low as

FREE hearing tests*

Reveals if and where you need hearing
assistance and is recommended for

everyone over 50 years old.

Attention hearing 
aid wearers:

If you already wear a hearing aid (any 
make or model), we can help you, too! 
Our FREE computerized analysis and 
tune-up help keep your hearing aid 

working its best.**

FREE ear canal
inspections*

Sometimes it’s nothing more than
excessive earwax. We use our state-of-
the art Video Otoscope to look inside 
your ear canal. You can watch on a 

video monitor as it happens.

free
services!
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for as low asHearing Aid Sale

2 Hearing Aids
for as low as

Miracle-Ear

2 Hearing Aids
for as low as

LIMITED-TIME OFFER. 

2 Hearing Aids
for as low as

 CALL TODAY!

2 Hearing Aids
for as low as

Miracle  Ear
2775 Hwy 101 Suite B
 Florence, OR 97439
541-201-8129

Miracle  Ear 
1938 Newmark. St.

North Bend, OR 97420
541-264-7539

Sale ends 01-27-21

21JanOffer

Miracle Ear
1938 Newmark. St.

North Bend,O R 97459
541-264-7539

Miracle Ear
2775 Hwy 101 SuiteB
Florence, OR 97439
541-201-8129

JILLIAN WARD
For The World

COOS COUNTY ─ Art is on display 
celebrating Martin Luther King Jr. at the 
Pony Village Mall.

Human Rights Advocates of Coos 
County put up the art Friday and it will 
be available for public viewing for one 
week. Human Rights Advocates of Coos 
County’s board Chair Bittin Duggan 
said the art was completed by students 
in the Coos Bay School District.

“When Martin Luther King Jr. Day 
was declared … someone (from Coos 
County) hand drew portraits of him and 
wrote in calligraphy some of his inspira-
tional quotes,” Duggan said. “Then they 
went around to local businesses and 
asked to put them up in their windows. 
That’s how (the art show) started here.”

She added that having students do 

the art provides a chance for reflection 
of who Dr. King was and his legacy of 
fighting for equity and civil rights. Some 
of the art includes portraits, quotes and 
collaborative work.

“I love that the teachers engaged the 
kids and educated them about (Martin 
Luther King Jr.) and what he said in the 
past and how it pertains to today,” she 
said.

In addition to the show at the mall, 
the Human Rights Advocates of Coos 
County is promoting over 45 virtual 
events showcasing art in honor of Mar-
tin Luther King Jr.

“It’s uniting and educational for our 
community to take this year of not 
joining together the way we usually 
do, due to COVID-19, and take time 
to participate in other activities across 
the country,” Duggan said. “It’s a great 
time for us to participate in something 

bigger.”
Some of the events being promoted 

through the group will take place over 
the course of two and a half months 
and can be viewed on the University 
of Michigan’s website at https://oami.
umich.edu/um-mlk-symposium/events.

On Tuesday, Jan. 19, from 6:30 to 
8:30 p.m., Lipscomb University is 
leading a free Martin Luther King Jr. 
Day via virtual forum. To register, visit 
www.lipscomb.edu/events.

For information about the events, vis-
it the Human Rights Advocates of Coos 
County’s Facebook page.

“The triumph of the human spirit has 
never been as evident as it has been this 
year and we hope that you explore these 
virtual celebrations to appreciate how 
Dr. King’s legacy inspires people across 
our county in incredible ways,” read a 
press release from the organization.

Martin Luther King Jr. celebrated

Human Rights Advocates of Coos County promote 
virtual events honoring Dr. King this week

Photo contributed from the Human Rights Advocates of Coos County

Artwork from students in the Coos Bay School District will be displayed at the Pony Village Mall through Friday, Jan. 22. To honor Martin Luther King Jr., a 
variety of events are planned nationwide.

Lottery jackpots grow with 
no winners over weekend

DES MOINES, Iowa 
(AP) — Lottery players 
have another chance to 
win big next week since 
there were no winners 
of the top prize for both 
the Powerball and Mega 
Millions jackpots in their 
most recent drawings.

The Powerball jack-
pot grew to an estimated 
$730 million after no one 
matched all five num-
bers and the red ball in 
the drawing on Saturday 
night. If a lottery player 
strikes big in the next 
Powerball drawing on 
Wednesday, it would be 
the fifth-largest jackpot 
ever in the United States.

The winning numbers 
were 67, 20, 65, 14, 39, 
and the Powerball was 02.

No one beat the odds in 
Friday’s Mega Millions 
drawing, so that jackpot 
grew to an estimated $850 

million. That would be the 
third-largest jackpot ever 
if there’s a winner of the 
top prize for the drawing 
on Tuesday.

It’s been nearly two 
years since a lottery jack-
pot has grown so large. No 
one has won either game’s 
top prize in months.

The listed jackpot 
amounts refer to winners 
who opt for an annui-
ty, paid over 30 years. 
Winners nearly always 
choose cash prizes, which 
for Powerball would be 
$546 million. The estimat-
ed cash prize for the next 
Mega Millions jackpot is 
$628.2 million.

Mega Millions and 
Powerball are both played 
in 45 states as well as 
Washington, D.C., and 
the U.S. Virgin Islands. 
Powerball also is offered 
in Puerto Rico.

March for Life asks 
supporters to stay home
Associated Press

Organizers of the March 
for Life, the anti-abortion 
movement’s preeminent 
annual event, are asking 
their supporters nationwide 
not to gather in Washing-
ton this year because of the 
COVID-19 pandemic and 
political unrest.

Instead, a small group of 
invited anti-abortion leaders 
will march Jan. 29, and the 
event will be livestreamed, 
March for Life’s president, 
Jeanne Mancini, announced 
Friday.

“Since we are in the midst 
of a pandemic which may 
be peaking, and in view of 
the heightened pressures that 
law enforcement officers and 
others are currently facing 
in and around the Capitol, 
this year’s March for Life 
will look different,” she said. 
“The annual rally will take 
place virtually and we are 
asking all participants to stay 

home and to join the March 
virtually.”

Tim Tebow, the football 
star, is still scheduled to 
make a keynote speech at 
a virtual gala taking place 
after the downsized march, 
Mancini said.

Mancini said she looks 
forward to holding the event 
in person next year.

The march has been held 
annually since 1974, one year 
after the Supreme Court’s Roe 
v. Wade decision that legalized 
abortion across in the United 
States. Even blizzards in 1987 
and 2016 did not force cancel-
lation, although turnouts were 
smaller than usual.

Local March for Life 
events also have been affect-
ed this year. State marches in 
Arkansas and Oregon have 
been indefinitely postponed, 
while a march planned 
in Tucson, Arizona, was 
converted into a car caravan 
dubbed the Road Rally for 
Life.
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Contributed Photo

“Pre’s People” executive producers Brad Jenkins, left, and Travis Johnson, second from left, pose with several of Steve Prefontaine’s Marshfield teammates and his 
coach, Phil Pursian (with the purple hat), during a reunion at Hayward Field. 

‘Pre’s People’ available Jan. 25
The World

After 10 years of work, the produc-
ers of “Pre’s People,” a documentary 
about the legendary Steve Prefontaine, 
announced it will be available Jan. 25, 
which would have been his 70th birthday. 

The documentary looks at the life of 
the running legend through the eyes of his 
faithful fans. 

Production on the documentary started 
in 2011. Over the years, producers Brad 
Jenkins and Travis Johnson interviewed 
more than 50 of Pre’s coaches, team-
mates, competitors, friends and fans. 
They also acquired new film footage and 
never-before published photographs of 
the iconic runner. 

The documentary features interviews 

with Pre’s track and cross country coach-
es at Marshfield, including new insights 
to his grueling training program. 

“Pre’s mental toughness developed out 
of the workouts that we did,” recalled 
coach Phil Pursian. “He enjoyed challeng-
es. He enjoyed (running up) sand dunes. 
Most of the intimidation would come in 
the race itself. He’d set a pace that would 
scare you to death.”

The documentary’s producers said 
Pre’s childhood surroundings growing up 

in the blue-collar fishing and lumber town 
of Coos Bay was perhaps the foundation 
of his toughness.

“We wanted to explore deeper into 
what it was about Coos Bay, the small 
town on Oregon’s rugged coast, that 
helped shape Pre,” Johnson said. “The 
hills, sand dunes, wind and rain not 
only made him physically strong but 
also mentally. It’s our objective to keep 
Pre’s lessons alive to inspire future 
athletes.”

Starting on Jan. 25, fans will be able to 
download the documentary to buy or rent 
through the producers’ website and Vimeo 
link, www.prespeoplemovie.com. 

A portion of the proceeds will go to 
Marshfield High School’s track and cross 
country programs. 

Today
Men’s College Basketball —Tennes-

see at Florida, 4 p.m., ESPN; Winthrop 
at Presbyterian, 4 p.m., ESPNU; USC at 
Oregon State, 4 p.m., ESPN2; Butler at 
DePaul, 4 p.m., CBS Sports Network; 
Seton Hall at Villanova, 6 p.m., Fox 
Sports 1; Duke at Pittsburgh, 6 p.m., 
ESPN; Colorado State at Utah State, 6 
p.m., CBS Sports Network; Alabama at 
LSU, 6 p.m., ESPN2. . 

Hockey — Washington at Pittsburgh, 
4 p.m., NBC Sports Network. 

Wednesday, Jan. 19
NBA Basketball — Boston at Phila-

delphia, 4:15 p.m., ESPN; Phoenix at 

Houston, 6:35 p.m., ESPN. 
Men’s College Basketball — Tex-

as A&M at Vanderbilt, 4 p.m., ESPN2; 
Xavier at UConn, 5:30 p.m., CBS Sports 
Network; Providence at Creighton, 6 
p.m., Fox Sports 1; Cincinnati at Temple, 
6 p.m., ESPN2; Fresno State at Boise 
State, 8 p.m., Fox Sports 1. 

Hockey — Edmonton at Toronto, 4 
p.m., NBC Sports Network; Minneso-
ta at Anaheim, 6:30 p.m., NBC Sports 
Network.

Thursday, Jan. 20
NBA Basketball — Los Angeles Lak-

ers at Milwaukee, 4:30 p.m., TNT; New 
Orleans at Utah, 7 p.m., TNT. 

Men’s College Basketball — Wich-

ita State at Memphis, 4 p.m., ESPN2; 
Southeast Missouri State at Morehead 
State, 4 p.m., ESPNU; UCLA at Califor-
nia, 6 p.m., ESPNU; Arizona at Arizona 
State, 6 p.m., ESPN; Utah at Washing-
ton State, 7 p.m., Pac-12; Colorado at 
Utah State, 8 p.m., Fox Sports 1. 

Golf — LPGA Tour Diamond Resorts 
Tournament of Champions, 9 a.m., Golf 
Channel; PGA Tour Desert Classic, 
noon, Golf Channel; PGA Tour Champi-
ons Mitsubishi Electric Championship, 4 
p.m., Golf Channel. 

Hockey — Tampa Bay at Columbus, 
4 p.m., NBC Sports Network; Montreal 
at Vancouver, 6:30 p.m., NBC Sports 
Network. 

Friday, Jan. 21
NBA Basketball — Boston at Phil-

adelphia, 4:45 p.m., ESPN; Denver at 
Phoenix, 7:05 p.m., ESPN. 

Men’s College Basketball — St. Pe-
ter’s at Siena, 4 p.m., ESPNU; Seton 
Hall at Butler, 6 p.m., Fox Sports 1; Fres-
no State at Boise State, 6 p.m., CBS 
Sports Network; Milwaukee at Cleve-
land State, 6 p.m., ESPN2; San Diego 
State at Air Force, 8 p.m., Fox Sports 1. 

Golf — LPGA Tour Diamond Resorts 
Tournament of Champions, 9 a.m., Golf 
Channel; PGA Tour Desert Classic, 
noon, Golf Channel; PGA Tour Champi-
ons Mitsubishi Electric Championship, 4 
p.m., Golf Channel. 

National TV Sports Listings

Oregon State women return to court after 
long break, come up short at Arizona

TUCSON, Ariz. (AP) — Helena Pueyo 
reached a career-high in scoring by half-
time, Aari McDonald extended her string 
of double-digit scoring to 78 games and 
No. 11 Arizona gave Oregon State a rare 
wallop, 67-51 on Sunday.

Pueyo scored all of her 15 points in the 
first half as she made all four attempts 
from beyond the 3-point arc. McDonald 
poured in 20 points for Arizona (10-2, 
8-2 Pac-12 Conference), her double-digit 
scoring streak ties the mark set by Oregon 
grad Sabrina Ionescu.

Arizona upended No. 10 Oregon 57-
41 on Thursday, sweeping the Oregon 
schools for the first time since 2011.

Oregon State (3-4, 1-4) was playing 
for the first time since Dec. 19 after an 
extended pause for COVID-19 concerns. 
Taylor Jones and Savannah Samuel led 
the Beavers with 11 points each, three 
other players scored eight apiece.

Arizona closed the first half on a 14-1 
run to build a 40-26 lead. Oregon State 
was never able get closer than 11 in the 
final two quarters.

This marks the first time Arizona has 
won eight of its first 10 conference games 
since the 2003-04 season.

The Beavers fell out of the WBCA 
Coaches’ poll on Dec. 22, marking the 
first time they have not been ranked in 
the poll since the 2013-14 postseason 
rankings. OSU also fell out of the AP Poll 
on Dec. 21, snapping a 76-week run, the 
seventh-longest in the nation at the time.

COLORADO 77, STANFORD 
72, OT: Frida Formann hit a go-ahead 

3-pointer with 1:36 left in overtime to 
lead the Colorado Buffaloes to an upset 
win over No. 1 Stanford on Sunday.

Peanut Tuitele blocked Lexi Hull’s 
3-point attempt that would have tied it 
at with a second left to give Colorado 
its first win over a top-ranked team in 
program history. It also ended a 16-game 
losing streak to the Cardinal after a cou-
ple of close calls last season.

It was the second consecutive season 
that Stanford lost to an unranked team as 
No. 1. 

Mya Hollingshed had a career-high 32 
points and grabbed 10 rebounds for the 
Buffaloes (6-6, 4-5 Pac-12).

Stanford (11-1, 8-1) led 70-69 after 
Hull split a pair of free throws. Formann, 
a freshman, hit a shot from the top of the 
arc to put the Buffaloes ahead for good.

No. 8 UCLA 68, No. 25 WASHING-
TON STATE 66, OT: Charisma Osborne 
scored 28 points and UCLA withstood 
a smart play by Washington State that 
forced overtime.

Osborne had 11 points in overtime as 
UCLA (8-2, 6-2 Pac-12) won its third in a 
row. The Bruins improved to 33-0 overall 
at home against Washington State.

The Cougars trailed 53-50 with 2 sec-
onds left in regulation when star Charlisse 
Leger-Walker was fouled. She made the 
first free throw, missed the second on pur-
pose and her sister, Krystal Leger-Walker, 
got the rebound and hit a layup to send 
the game into OT.

Charlisse Leger-Walker led the Cou-
gars (7-2, 5-2) with 18 points.

MEN
OREGON STATE 80, ARIZONA 

STATE 79: Ethan Thompson scored 15 
of his 17 points in the second half and as-
sisted on a dunk by Warith Alatishe with 
4.1 seconds left to help Oregon State beat 
Arizona State 80-79 on Saturday.

Thompson was 6-of-11 shooting and 
finished with five assists. Sophomore Jarod 
Lucas, who made his first career start, made 
4 of 6 from 3-point range and led Oregon 
State (6-5, 2-3 Pac-12) with 18 points.

Thompson converted a three-point 
play to give the Beavers a 64-57 lead 
with 9:23 left, but Marcus Bagley scored 
11 points in a 15-6 run to give ASU a 
two-point lead with 3:52 remaining. After 
Remy Martin hit two free throws to make 
it 76-75, Lucas was fouled by Alonzo 
Verge Jr. on a 3-point shot and made all 
three foul shots to put OSU back in front. 
Bagley hit a 3-pointer with 11 seconds to 
go but Thompson found Alatishe for the 
go-ahead dunk.

Martin missed a potential winning shot 
from near midcourt as time expired.

Bagley led Arizona State (4-6, 1-3) 
with 19 points. 

The game featured 17 ties and 20 lead 
changes. 

DUCKS POSTPONED: With Ore-
gon’s men’s program currently on pause 
due to COVID-19, the Ducks’ games 
against Arizona State on Thursday and 
Arizona on Saturday both were post-
poned, as was a make-up game against 
UCLA scheduled for Monday.

Weekend Sports Briefs
NFL

Chargers hire Staley as new head coach
COSTA MESA, Calif. — The Los Angeles Chargers 

have hired Los Angeles Rams defensive coordinator 
Brian Staley as the team’s head coach.

The Chargers made the decision Sunday after having 
a second interview with Staley. The interview was held 
a day after the Rams were eliminated from the playoffs 
with a 32-18 loss to the Green Bay Packers.

The 38-year old Staley has been an NFL assistant for 
only four years. He joined the Rams this past season 
after being a linebackers coach with the Chicago Bears 
and Denver Broncos.
Falcons to hire Tennessee OC Smith

ATLANTA — The Atlanta Falcons agreed to terms 
with Tennessee Titans offensive coordinator Arthur 
Smith on Friday to become the team’s head coach.

The Falcons announced the agreement. Smith held a 
virtual interview with the team on Monday and he also 
interviewed with the New York Jets and Detroit Lions.

The 38-year-old Smith has served on the Tennessee 
staff for 10 seasons, including two as offensive coordina-
tor. The Titans finished this season tied for second in the 
NFL in total yards.
Meyer comes out of retirement to coach Jags

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. — Urban Meyer agreed to be-
come head coach of the Jacksonville Jaguars on Thurs-
day, leaving the broadcast booth and returning to the 
sidelines after a two-year absence that followed another 
health scare.

The 56-year-old Meyer was team owner Shad Khan’s 
top target, and Khan waited nearly a week to get it done. 
They met last Friday on Khan’s yacht in Miami, again 
Wednesday and one final time at the facility Thursday. 
Hiring the longtime college coach with three nation-
al championships would signify a new direction for a 
franchise that has lost 105 of 144 games since Khan took 
over in 2012.

Meyer went 187-32 in stops at Bowling Green 
(2001-02), Utah (2003-04), Florida (2005-10) and Ohio 
State (2012-18). He ranks seventh all time in collegiate 
winning percentage, trailing only Notre Dame legends 
Knute Rockne and Frank Leahy among coaches at major 
programs.

COLLEGE FOOTBALL

West Virginia hires Alabama assistant Huff
CHARLESTON, W.Va. — Marshall has given Ala-

bama’s Charles Huff his first head coaching job.
Marshall announced Huff’s hiring Sunday. Huff spent 

the past two seasons as the Crimson Tide’s associate 
head coach and running backs coach and is widely 
known as a top recruiter.

The 37-year-old Huff is Marshall’s first Black head 
football coach. He is a 2005 graduate of Hampton, where 
he played center, guard, fullback and tight end.

Huff replaces Conference USA coach of the year Doc 
Holliday, whose contract was not renewed.

GOLF

Na wins tourney with three late birdies
HONOLULU — Three shots behind with six holes to 

play, Kevin Na birdied three straight holes and finished 
with an up-and-down birdie from behind the 18th green 
for a 5-under 65 and a one-shot victory in the Sony 
Open.

Na finished at 21-under 259 and won for the fifth time 
in his PGA Tour career. He finished one shot ahead of 
Joaquin Niemann and Chris Kirk.

SKATING

Chen captures fifth U.S. championship
LAS VEGAS — Even with an error at the beginning 

of his free skate, Nathan Chen was unbeatable Sunday, 
winning his fifth straight U.S. Figure Skating Champion-
ship.

Not since Dick Button won each title from 1946-52 
has any American man had such a streak of success.

Chen ignored the rough beginning of his free skate, 
when he put his hands down and stepped out of a quad 
lutz. He hit four more quads, three in combination, and a 
triple axel deep into his program. There was a fluidity to 
his choreography and spins, and his 322.28 points were 
unmatchable by anybody in the field.

His main challengers couldn’t stand up throughout 
their free skates, and Vincent Chou’s 291.38 total wasn’t 
in the same stratosphere as Chen.

Other winners at nationals, which could be the last 
significant competition of the season should worlds be 
canceled for the second straight year, were: Bradie Ten-
nell with her second women’s title; Madison Hubbell and 
Zach Donohue for their third ice dance championship; 
and Alexa Knierim and Brandon Frazier in pairs.

Blazers rally to beat Hawks
PORTLAND (AP) — Damian Lillard scored 36 

points and the Portland Trail Blazers rebounded from a 
first-half deficit to beat the Atlanta Hawks 112-106 on 
Saturday night.

Enes Kanter added 12 points, 15 rebounds and five 
blocks for the Blazers, who have won five of their last 
six. Guard CJ McCollum left the game at halftime 
because of a left foot sprain, but coach Terry Stotts said 
afterward that X-Rays had ruled out more serious injury.

“I think we should be proud of ourselves and the effort 
that we had in the second half,” Lillard said. ”We know 
that first half wasn’t good enough. This was a game we 
had to have.”

Trae Young had 26 points and 11 assists, while Clint 
Capela added 25 points and 15 rebounds for Atlanta, 
which was playing the second of a back-to-back follow-
ing a 116-92 loss at Utah a night earlier.

The Blazers (8-5) were playing in their first game 
without big man Jusuf Nurkic, who fractured his right 
wrist in the third quarter of a 111-87 loss to the Indiana 
Pacers on Thursday. Kanter, who started in his place, 
said the Blazers were playing for Nurkic.

“It’s just sad because what he was doing was just 
bringing so much to our team,” Kanter said. “He was a 
big part of our family.”

McCollum, who had 16 points in the first half, did not 
return for the second. 
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Optional Equipment May Be Shown

VISIT US TODAY FOR THIS LIMITED-TIME OFFER

KubotaUSA.com
*Based on EDA tractor sales data of under 20 horsepower models from 2009 to 2019.  © Kubota Tractor Corporation, 2020. $0 Down, 0% A.P.R. � nancing for up to 84 months on 
purchases of new Kubota BX2680, B2301, B2601, B2650, B3350, L3301, L3901 equipment from participating dealers’ in-stock inventory is available to quali� ed purchasers through 
Kubota Credit Corporation, U.S.A.; subject to credit approval. Example: 82 monthly payments of $12.20 per $1,000 � nanced. Customer instant rebates of $500 are available on 
qualifying � nance or $800 on cash purchases of BX2680 equipment. Additional instant rebate of $700 are available with purchase of two new qualifying implements. 1st implement 
$500, 2nd implement $200. Contract term begins from the date of � rst payment which is due 90 days from the contract date. Example: Purchase made on 11/1/20, � rst monthly 
payment is due 2/1/21. Some exceptions apply. Offers expire 12/31/20. Terms subject to change. This material is for descriptive purposes only. Kubota disclaims all representations 
and warranties, express or implied, or any liability from the use of this material. For complete warranty, disclaimer, safety, incentive offer and product information, consult your Dealer 
or KubotaUSA.com. 

Compact Tractors       Performance-matched attachments       20.9 - 62 HP

You own the land. 
Make it yours.

Save big on our #1 selling* sub-compact and compact tractors, featuring the 
versatility to handle every job and a wide range of performance-matched 
attachments. Stop in for a demo and to claim this offer on select models today.

+ +
$0 DOWN 
0% APR 

84 MONTHS

SAVE 
UP TO 
$1,200 

NO PAYMENTS 
FOR 90 DAYS

UMPQUA VALLEY TRACTOR
2165 NE STEPHENS ST
ROSEBURG, OR 97470

5416723369

Weather can change. 
The workload never does.

KubotaUSA.com
© Kubota Tractor Corporation, 2020. This material is for descriptive purposes only. Kubota disclaims all representations and warranties, express or implied, or any liability from the use 
of this material. For complete warranty, disclaimer, safety, incentive offer and product information, consult your local Dealer or go to KubotaUSA.com.

The New LX Series    24.8-30.8 HP      Factory cab available

Call today to schedule a demo on the comfortable new LX Series. 

• Large open-station platform

• Swift-Tach Loader is easy to 
install and remove

Together we do more.

• Optional air-conditioned 
and heated cab

• Performance-matched attachments

UMPQUA VALLEY TRACTOR
2165 NE STEPHENS ST
ROSEBURG, OR 97470

541-672-3369

UMPQUA VALLEY TRACTOR
2165 NE Stephens St, Roseburg, OR 97470 

541-672-3369

COVERED OUTDOOR 
SEATING NOW AVAILABLE!

OPEN 11AM TO 8PM WED-MON

Chiefs lose Mahomes, hold on to beat Browns
KANSAS CITY, Mo. (AP) — 

The Kansas City Chiefs had lost 
Patrick Mahomes to a concussion 
and were in danger of losing the 
game.

Then their defense and Chad 
Henne — their defense and Chad 
Henne?! — along with a gutsy call 
by Andy Reid kept their hopes of 
a Super Bowl repeat alive, holding 
off the Cleveland Browns 22-17 
on Sunday to advance to their third 
straight AFC championship game.

With their star quarterback 
reduced to a spectator, the oft-for-
gotten bunch opposite Mahomes’ 
high-powered offense forced the 
Browns to punt in the waning min-
utes. Then, his 35-year-old backup 
showed some moxie with a 13-yard 
third-down scramble and audacious 
fourth-down completion to Tyreek 
Hill — when go-for-broke Reid 
decided to go for it — that gave the 
Chiefs (15-2) a first down with just 
over a minute left and allowed them 
to run out the clock.

“That’s why we love Big Red. 
He’s always on time,” Chiefs safety 
Tyrann Mathieu said. “He’s like our 
spirit warrior out here behind the 
scenes. He’s always trying stuff. We 
always knew he has one play on the 
table.”

Or, as Mahomes wrote on Twitter 

after the win: “#HenneThingIsPos-
sible.”

“We go through all those Satur-
day night with the quarterbacks, 
those situations: ‘Fourth-and-1 to 
win the game, what do you want?’” 
said Reid, who never once thought 
about punting on fourth down. “My 
coaches were on board, they all did 
a great job with the spot, with the 
calls, everything — they were spot-
on. It was a great job.”

Mahomes hadn’t played in 21 
days, since the Chiefs clinched the 
AFC’s top seed in Week 16, but he 
hardly missed a beat before leaving 
midway through the third quarter. 
He finished 21 of 30 for 255 yards 
and a TD, and ran for another score.

Harrison Butker added three field 
goals for the Chiefs, who nearly 
blew a 19-3 lead but survived to 
become the first AFC team to host 
three consecutive conference title 
games. They’ll face the Buffalo 
Bills next Sunday.

“It stings,” Browns coach Kevin 
Stefanski said. “We came here to 
win and didn’t get the job done. 
There is a finality to that.”

Baker Mayfield threw for 204 
yards with a touchdown and a pick 
for the Browns (12-6), who were 
coming off their first playoff win 
since the 1994 season. But their 

inability to drive for the winning 
touchdown — they punted with 
4:23 left in the game — and defen-
sive letdown kept them from win-
ning two playoff games in a season 
for the first time since 1950.

“It came down to us on defense 
and we let it slip,” Browns pass 
rusher Myles Garrett said. “We had 
two opportunities. We didn’t make 
it happen. It was right in front of us 
and we just — this time we didn’t 
get it done.”

Mahomes completed 11 of his 
first 12 passes and led the Chiefs to 
back-to-back touchdowns to start 
the game. He ran for the first and let 
Travis Kelce turn a dump-off into a 
20-yard catch for the other, making 
him the first player since the 49ers’ 
Steve Young in 1995 with three 
straight playoff games with TDs on 
the ground and through the air.

In fact, Mahomes was so sharp 
passing in the first half that he even 
completed a celebratory heave to 
a lucky fan in the far reaches of 
Arrowhead Stadium’s upper deck 
following his touchdown jaunt.

After the teams swapped field 
goals, with Butker breaking the 
Chiefs playoff record with a 
50-yarder into the wind, the Browns 
marched for what could have been 
a momentum-swinging score head-

ing into halftime. But just when 
Rashard Higgins tried to stretch 
over the goal line, the Chiefs’ Dan-
iel Sorensen arrived to deliver a hit, 
popping the ball into the end zone 
for a touchback — the call stood 
after a video review.

The entire complexion of the 
game changed early in the third 
quarter, though.

First, the Browns held the Chiefs 
when Mayfield threw an intercep-
tion and Butker missed a field goal. 
Then, Mayfield led them briskly the 
other way, capping a 77-yard drive 
with a TD throw to Jarvis Landry. 
And finally, roughly 17,000 fans 
allowed in the stadium due to pan-
demic were left sitting in stunned 
silence when Mahomes was tackled 
around the head with 7:27 left in 
the quarter and left crumpled on the 
turf near midfield.

Mahomes, already hobbled by 
a foot injury, stumbled as he tried 
to get to his feet. He was even-
tually helped to the blue tent on 
the sideline, then ran to the locker 
room, where he was evaluated for a 
concussion.

“It kind of knocked the wind out 
of him and everything else,” Reid 
said after the game. “He’s doing 
great right now, which is a real pos-
itive as we look at this. He passed 

all the deals he needed to pass and 
we’ll see where it goes from here.”

The momentum finally turned, 
the Browns began to lean heavily on 
their vaunted run game, which had 
produced just 18 yards in the first 
half. Nick Chubb converted on fourth 
down with a hard run, then Hunt fol-
lowed another fourth-down conver-
sion on the same drive by hitting the 
end zone against his former team to 
make it 22-17 with 11:07 to go.

It remained with Cleveland when 
Karl Joseph picked off Henne in the 
end zone a few minutes later, but 
the Chiefs stuffed Chubb on first 
down, forced an incompletion and 
ultimately made Cleveland punt.

Henne’s gutsy scramble and 
Reid’s equally daring fourth-down 
call kept the Browns from having 
another chance.

“It’s a little different when your 
quarterback goes down, someone so 
important to your offense and your 
team,” Kelce said, “but you have to 
throw it all into the same bucket of, 
‘When adversity hits, what are you 
going to do? Where does your mind 
go? Where do we go from here as 
a team?’ We rallied around Chad, 
gave him some confidence, know-
ing we were out there making plays 
every single snap, just like if Pat 
was out there.”

Brady and Bucs beat Saints and Brees
NEW ORLEANS (AP) — 

Tom Brady’s best game in three 
tries against New Orleans kept 
the Buccaneers moving on in 
the NFL playoffs, and has Saints 
quarterback Drew Brees headed 
home — perhaps for good.

Brady and the Bucs’ offense 
turned three of four Saints 
turnovers into touchdowns and 
Tampa Bay beat New Orleans 
30-20 in the divisional round of 
the playoffs Sunday night.

Two of those touchdowns 
came on short passes to Mike 
Evans and Leonard Fournette. 
And after linebacker Devin 
White snagged the second of 
thee interceptions thrown by 
Brees, Brady drove the Bucs 
to the 1, from where he scored 
himself with 4:57 left to vir-
tually ensure his 14th trip to a 
conference championship game 
— his first in the NFC.

That game will take place in 
Green Bay next week, where 
the 43-year-old Brady will try to 
advance to his 10th Super Bowl 
in a showdown with Packers 
All-Pro QB Aaron Rodgers.

“We worked hard to get to 
this point. Two road playoff 
wins is pretty sweet,” Brady 
said. “We’ve got to go beat a 
great football team we know 
pretty well. Aaron’s playing 

incredible.”
Meanwhile, the Brees era in 

New Orleans could be over after 
15 seasons.

While just 3,750 tickets were 
distributed in the 73,000-seat 
Superdome to comply with local 
COVID-19 restrictions, the fans 
made themselves heard with 
an eruption of cheers when the 
42-year-old Brees first took the 
field for New Orleans (13-5), 
seemingly sensing this could be 
their last chance to see him play 
at home.

Brees, under contract for 
one more year, declined to say 
whether he’s retiring. After he’d 
changed in the locker room, he 
walked back onto the field and 
watched his four children play, 
at one point sharing a long em-
brace with his wife, Brittany.

“I appreciate all that this 
game has given to me,” Brees 
said. “There are obviously so 
many incredible memories.”

If it was his last game, it 
won’t be one he’ll want to 
remember. The NFL’s all-time 
leader in completions and yards 
passing was 19 of 34 for 134 
yards, one touchdown and three 
interceptions.

“A couple of them I probably 
shouldn’t have thrown and may-
be forced it,” Brees said. “That’s 

what this game came down to 
is those turnovers because all of 
those gave them the ball deep in 
our territory, and you can’t do 
that with (Tampa Bay’s) offense. 
They’re too good and they’re 
going to capitalize on that, 
which they did.”

Brady finished 18 of 33 for 
199 yards in what often resem-
bled more of a defensive strug-
gle. Unlike his previous two 
meetings with the Saints — both 
losses — he was not intercepted 
and largely avoided pressure, 
taking only one sack.

“Really just locking in and 
playing a lot better than we did 
the first two times we played 
them,” he said. “We had a bunch 
of turnovers last time. This time 
they turned it over and that’s 
usually the story of football 
games.”

After Brees’ third intercep-
tion on a tipped pass late in the 
fourth quarter, the Bucs were 
able to close out the game with 
Brady, in his first season with 
Tampa Bay (13-5) after 20 with 
New England, taking a knee.

“Obviously they beat us twice 
in the regular season,” Bucs left 
tackle Donovan Smith said. “We 
came around in Round 3 with 
the knockout.

“We’ve been building. You 

got to get hot at the right time.”
The Saints led 6-3 when 

Brees, while trying to flee pres-
sure, underthrew Michael Thom-
as and was intercepted by Sean 
Murphy-Bunting, who raced 36 
yards along the sideline to the 
Saints 3. Brady hit Evans one 
play later to put the Buccaneers 
up 10-6.

Brees’ 16-yard pass to Tre-
Quan Smith put the Saints 
ahead 20-13, and New Orleans 
appeared primed to build on 
that lead when Brees found 
Jared Cook across the 50. But 
Bucs safety Antoine Winfield Jr. 
stripped Cook from behind and 
White snagged the loose ball, 
returning it 18 yards to the New 
Orleans 40.

“It wasn’t nothing Brees did. 
It was everything our defense 
did,” White said. “Our mindset 
the whole week was they won 
the first two rounds, we had to 
win round three.”

Five plays later, Brady hit 
Fournette over the middle for a 
6-yard score.

Ryan Succop’s 36-yard field 
goal made it 23-20 before 
White’s interception of a pass 
intended for Alvin Kamara 
gave the Buccaneers the ball at 
the New Orleans 20, setting up 
Tampa Bay’s final TD.

NFL Playoffs
Divisional Playoffs

Saturday, Jan. 16
Green Bay 32, Los Angeles Rams 18
Buffalo 17, Baltimore 3
Sunday, Jan. 17
Kansas City 22, Cleveland 17
Tampa Bay 30, New Orleans 20

Conference Championships
Sunday, Jan. 24
Buffalo at Kansas City, 3:30 p.m.
Tampa Bay at Green Bay, noon p.m.

Super Bowl
Sunday, Feb. 7
At Tampa, Fla.
TBD, 3:30 p.m.

Bills top Ravens
ORCHARD PARK, N.Y. (AP) — In what 

was supposed to be a showdown between Buffa-
lo’s Josh Allen and Baltimore’s Lamar Jackson, 
Taron Johnson literally stole the show.

If not for the wall separating the field from 
the stands in the back of the east end zone, 
the Bills cornerback might still be running 
after returning an interception 101 yards for 
a touchdown that propelled Buffalo to its first 
AFC championship game appearance in 27 
years.

Johnson’s pick-6 of Jackson’s pass with 41 
seconds remaining in the third quarter helped 
secure a 17-3 win over the Ravens in a division-
al-round playoff game Saturday night.

“We’re excited. It’s not done yet, we’re not 
done yet,” Johnson exclaimed. “It’s just a bless-
ing. Our defense stepped up to the challenge.”

Johnson’s return matched the longest in NFL 
history and punctuated a stellar defensive outing 
in which Buffalo (15-3) limited the NFL’s top 
running offense to 150 yards on 32 carries.

Jackson, last season’s NFL MVP, was sacked 
three times and did not return after sustaining a 
concussion following the final play of the third 
quarter, and two plays after Johnson scored. 
He finished 14 of 24 for 162 yards passing, 
while being limited to 42 yards rushing on nine 
carries.

Allen, an MVP candidate this year, finished 
23 of 37 for 206 yards and a touchdown.

In a season in which the Bills relied mostly 
on their dynamic Allen-led offense to outscore 
opponents, the third-year quarterback was grat-
ified to see Buffalo’s defense make a difference 
in a game the pass-happy attack was kept mostly 
in check.

“I can’t say enough words for what that game 
was for our defense,” Allen said. “Taron John-
son’s is a play that people are going to remem-
ber for a long time here in Buffalo, potentially a 
franchise-altering play.”

Packers beat Rams to reach NFC title game
GREEN BAY, Wis. (AP) — 

Don’t tell Aaron Rodgers the 
lack of capacity crowds in a pan-
demic will limit the Green Bay 
Packers’ home-field advantage 
in the NFC championship game.

He’s been waiting too long for 
this moment to have any such 
negative thoughts.

Rodgers threw two touchdown 
passes and also ran for a score as 
the top-seeded Green Bay Pack-
ers beat the Los Angeles Rams 
32-18 in an NFC divisional 
playoff game Saturday. He will 
play a conference championship 
game at home for the first time 
since taking over as Green Bay’s 
starting quarterback in 2008.

“I’m definitely a little emo-

tional, just thinking about what 
we’ve been through,” said Rod-
gers, who went 23 of 36 for 296 
yards. “It got me emotional with 
the crowd out there today.”

Rodgers threw a 1-yard 
touchdown pass to Davante 
Adam s and a game-clinching 
58-yarder to Allen Lazard with 
6:52 left. Rodgers also had a 
1-yard touchdown run, the first 
by a Packers quarterback in a 
playoff game at Lambeau Field 
since Bart Starr’s winning sneak 
in the Ice Bowl against Dallas 
on Dec. 31, 1967.

The Packers (14-3) reached 
the NFC championship game for 
the fourth time in seven seasons 
as they chase their first Super 

Bowl berth in a decade. It will 
be their first NFC title contest at 
Lambeau Field since hosting for 
the 2007 season, when they fell 
to the New York Giants 23-20 in 
overtime. Rodgers was on Green 
Bay’s roster during that 2007 
season backing up Brett Favre.

Green Bay won the Super 
Bowl for the 2010 season as the 
NFC’s No. 6 seed, and has lost at 
Seattle, Atlanta and San Fran-
cisco in its last three conference 
championship game appearances.

Saturday’s game showed what 
a home-field edge can mean. 
The Packers played in front of 
8,456 fans – a crowd that includ-
ed paying spectators for the first 
time all season – but that small 

crowd made plenty of noise as 
the Packers built an early lead 
amid snow flurries.

Rodgers said it felt like there 
were 50,000 fans. Running back 
Aaron Jones said it seemed more 
like 80,000, while Lazard added 
that “it felt like 90,000 honestly.”

That crowd chanted “M! V! 
P!” during the closing minutes 
to salute Rodgers.

“It’s hard to really put into 
words how special that feeling 
is, but you can feel it,” Rodgers 
said. “It’s so palpable. You can 
feel the energy in the stadium. 
It’s just different. It’s different 
playing in front of a crowd. It’s 
a little more special and obvi-
ously more sweet.”
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Inauguration: Biden plans appeal to national unity
WASHINGTON (AP) — Presi-

dent-elect Joe Biden will deliver an 
appeal to national unity when he is 
sworn in Wednesday and plans im-
mediate moves to combat the coro-
navirus pandemic and undo some 
of President Donald Trump’s most 
controversial policies, his incoming 
chief of staff said Sunday.

Biden intends a series of execu-
tive actions in his first hours after 
his inauguration, an opening salvo 
in what is shaping up as a 10-day 
blitz of steps to reorient the country 
without waiting for Congress, aide 
Ron Klain said.

Klain told CNN’s “State of the 
Union” that Biden, in his inau-
gural address to the nation, will 
deliver “a message of moving this 
country forward. A message of 
unity. A message of getting things 
done.”

Biden will end Trump’s re-
striction on immigration to the 
U.S. from some Muslim-major-
ity countries, move to rejoin the 
Paris climate accord and mandate 
mask-wearing on federal property 

and during interstate travel. Those 
are among roughly a dozen actions 
Biden will take on his first day in 
the White House, incoming chief of 
staff Ron Klain said Saturday in a 
memo to senior staff.

Other actions include extending 
the pause on student loan pay-
ments and actions meant to prevent 
evictions and foreclosures for those 
struggling during the pandemic.

“These executive actions will 
deliver relief to the millions of 
Americans that are struggling in 
the face of these crises,” Klain 
said in the memo. “President-elect 
Biden will take action — not just to 
reverse the gravest damages of the 
Trump administration — but also to 
start moving our country forward.”

Incoming White House commu-
nications director Kate Bedingfield 
said Biden would use his address 
to the American people to appeal 
to those frustrated by the rancor 
of Washington and to explain how 
his administration will tackle the 
nation’s challenges.

“I think you can expect that this 

will be a moment where Presi-
dent-elect Biden will really work to 
try to turn the page on the divi-
siveness and the hatred over the 
last four years and really lay out a 
positive, optimistic vision for the 
country, and lay out a way -- lay out 
a path forward that really calls on 
all of us to work together,” she told 
“Fox News Sunday.”

Despite the flurry of expected 
executive action, “full achieve-
ment” of Biden’s goals will require 
Congress to act, Klain said memo, 
and that includes the $1.9 trillion 
virus relief bill that Biden outlined 
last Thursday. Klain said that Biden 
would also propose a comprehen-
sive immigration bill to lawmakers 
on his first day in office.

Some lawmakers have already 
balked at the aid bill’s price tag, 
and immigration overhaul efforts 
over the past decade and a half have 
all stalled in Congress. Still, Klain 
expressed optimism.

“I think there are people in both 
parties we can work with to move 
this agenda forward,” Klain said 

Sunday, noting voters elected a 
50-50 Senate, where Vice Presi-
dent-elect Kamala Harris will serve 
as the tie-breaking vote. “We’re 
going to have to find ways to get 
Democrats and Republicans to 
work together to get things done.”

Providing a path to citizenship 
for millions of immigrants in the 
U.S. illegally will be part of Biden’s 
agenda, according to people briefed 
on his plans.

Ali Noorani, president of the 
National Immigration Forum and 
among those briefed, said immi-
grants would be put on an eight-
year path. There would be a faster 
track for those in the Deferred 
Action for Childhood Arrivals 
program, which shields people 
from deportation who came to the 
U.S. as children, and for those from 
strife-torn countries with temporary 
status.

On Thursday, the new presi-
dent’s second day in office, Biden 
would sign orders related to the 
COVID-19 outbreak aimed at re-
opening schools and businesses and 

expanding virus testing, Klain said. 
The following day, Friday, will see 
action on providing economic relief 
to those suffering the economic 
costs of the pandemic.

In the following week, Klain 
said, Biden would take additional 
actions relating to criminal justice 
reform, climate change and im-
migration — including a directive 
to speed the reuniting of families 
separated at the U.S.-Mexico border 
under Trump’s policies.

More actions will be added, 
Klain said, once they clear legal 
review.

Incoming presidents tradition-
ally move swiftly to sign an array 
of executive actions when they 
take office. Trump did the same, 
but he found many of his orders 
challenged and even rejected by 
courts.

Klain maintained that Biden 
should not suffer similar issues, 
saying “the legal theory behind 
them is well-founded and represents 
a restoration of an appropriate, con-
stitutional role for the President.”

FBI vets National Guard troops amid 
fears of insider attack Wednesday

WASHINGTON (AP) 
— U.S. defense officials 
say they are worried about 
an insider attack or other 
threat from service mem-
bers involved in securing 
President-elect Joe Biden’s 
inauguration, prompting the 
FBI to vet all of the 25,000 
National Guard troops com-
ing into Washington for the 
event.

The massive undertaking 
reflects the extraordinary 
security concerns that have 
gripped Washington follow-
ing the deadly Jan. 6 insur-
rection at the U.S. Capitol 
by pro-Trump rioters. And it 
underscores fears that some 
of the very people assigned 
to protect the city over the 
next several days could pres-
ent a threat to the incoming 
president and other VIPs in 
attendance.

Army Secretary Ryan 
McCarthy told The Associ-
ated Press on Sunday that 
officials are conscious of 
the potential threat, and he 
warned commanders to be 
on the lookout for any prob-
lems within their ranks as 
the inauguration approaches. 
So far, however, he and oth-
er leaders say they have seen 
no evidence of any threats, 
and officials said the vetting 
hadn’t flagged any issues 
that they were aware of.

”We’re continually going 
through the process, and 
taking second, third looks at 
every one of the individuals 
assigned to this operation,” 
McCarthy said in an in-
terview after he and other 
military leaders went through 
an exhaustive, three-hour se-
curity drill in preparation for 
Wednesday’s inauguration. 
He said Guard members are 
also getting training on how 
to identify potential insider 
threats.

About 25,000 members 
of the National Guard are 
streaming into Washington 
from across the country — at 
least two and a half times the 
number for previous inaugu-
rals. And while the military 

routinely reviews service 
members for extremist con-
nections, the FBI screening 
is in addition to any previous 
monitoring.

Multiple officials said the 
process began as the first 
Guard troops began deploy-
ing to D.C. more than a 
week ago. And they said it 
is slated to be complete by 
Wednesday. Several officials 
discussed military planning 
on condition of anonymity.

“The question is, is that all 
of them? Are there others?” 
said McCarthy. “We need 
to be conscious of it and we 
need to put all of the mecha-
nisms in place to thoroughly 
vet these men and women 
who would support any oper-
ations like this.”

In a situation like this 
one, FBI vetting would 
involve running peoples’ 
names through databases 
and watchlists maintained by 
the bureau to see if anything 
alarming comes up. That 
could include involvement 
in prior investigations or ter-
rorism-related concerns, said 
David Gomez, a former FBI 
national security supervisor 
in Seattle.

Insider threats have been 
a persistent law enforcement 
priority in the years after the 
Sept. 11, 2001, attacks. But 
in most cases, the threats are 
from homegrown insurgents 
radicalized by al-Qaida, 
the Islamic State group or 
similar groups. In contrast, 
the threats against Biden’s in-
auguration have been fueled 
by supporters of President 
Donald Trump, far-right 
militants, white supremacists 
and other radical groups. 
Many believe Trump’s 
baseless accusations that the 
election was stolen from him, 
a claim that has been refuted 
by many courts, the Justice 
Department and Republican 
officials in key battleground 
states.

The insurrection at the 
Capitol began after Trump 
made incendiary remarks at 
the Jan. 6 rally. According to 

McCarthy, service members 
from across the military were 
at that rally, but it’s not clear 
how many were there or who 
may have participated in the 
breach at the Capitol. So 
far only a couple of current 
active-duty or National 
Guard members have been 
arrested in connection with 
the Capitol assault, which 
left five people dead. The 
dead included a Capitol 
Police officer and a woman 
shot by police as she climbed 
through a window in a door 
near the House chamber.

Gen. Daniel R. Hokanson, 
chief of the National Guard 
Bureau, has been meeting 
with Guard troops as they 
arrive in D.C. and as they 
gather downtown. He said 
he believes there are good 
processes in place to identify 
any potential threats.

“If there’s any indication 
that any of our soldiers or 
airmen are expressing things 
that are extremist views, it’s 
either handed over to law 
enforcement or dealt with the 
chain of command immedi-
ately,” he said.

The insider threat, howev-
er, was just one of the secu-
rity concerns voiced by offi-
cials on Sunday, as dozens of 
military, National Guard, law 
enforcement and Washington, 
D.C., officials and command-
ers went through a security 
rehearsal in northern Virgin-
ia. As many as three dozen 
leaders lined tables that 
ringed a massive color-coded 
map of D.C. reflected onto 
the floor. Behind them were 
dozens more National Guard 
officers and staff, with their 
eyes trained on additional 
maps and charts displayed on 
the wall.

The Secret Service is in 
charge of event security, but 
there is a wide variety of 
military and law enforcement 
personnel involved, ranging 
from the National Guard and 
the FBI to Washington’s Met-
ropolitan Police Department, 
U.S. Capitol Police and U.S. 
Park Police.

Commanders went over 
every aspect of the city’s 
complicated security lock-
down, with McCarthy and 
others peppering them with 
questions about how the 
troops will respond in any 
scenario and how well they 
can communicate with the 
other enforcement agencies 
scattered around the city.

Hokanson said he be-
lieves his troops have been 
adequately equipped and 
prepared, and that they are 
rehearsing as much as they 
can to be prepared for any 
contingency.

The major security con-
cern is an attack by armed 
groups of individuals, as well 
as planted explosives and 
other devices. McCarthy said 
intelligence reports suggest 
that groups are organizing 
armed rallies leading up to 
Inauguration Day, and possi-
bly after that.

The bulk of the Guard 
members will be armed. 
And McCarthy said units are 
going through repeated drills 
to practice when and how to 
use force and how to work 
quickly with law enforce-
ment partners. Law enforce-
ment officers would make 
any arrests.

He said Guard units are 
going through “constant 
mental repetitions of look-
ing at the map and talking 
through scenarios with 
leaders so they understand 
their task and purpose, they 
know their routes, they 
know where they’re friendly, 
adjacent units are, they have 
the appropriate frequencies to 
communicate with their law 
enforcement partners.”

The key goal, he said, is 
for America’s transfer of 
power to happen without 
incident.

“This is a national priority. 
We have to be successful as 
an institution,” said McCa-
rthy. “We want to send the 
message to everyone in the 
United States and for the rest 
of the world that we can do 
this safely and peacefully.”

Harris to be sworn in 
by Justice Sotomayor

WASHINGTON (AP) 
— Vice President-elect 
Kamala Harris will be 
sworn in by Supreme 
Court Justice Sonia So-
tomayor on Wednesday, 
a history-making event 
in which the first Black, 
South Asian and female 
vice president will take her 
oath of office from the first 
Latina justice.

Harris chose Sotomayor 
for the task, according 
to a person familiar with 
the decision. She’ll also 
use two Bibles for the 
swearing-in, one of which 
belonged to Thurgood 
Marshall, the first Black 
Supreme Court justice.

ABC News first re-
ported the latest details of 
Harris’ inauguration plans.

Harris has expressed 
admiration for both 
Sotomayor and Marshall. 
She and Sotomayor share 
experience as prosecu-
tors, and she once called 
Marshall — like Harris, 
a graduate of Howard 
University — one of her 
“greatest heroes.”

The vice president-elect 
said in a video posted to 
Twitter that she viewed 
Marshall as “one of the 
main reasons I wanted to 
be a lawyer,” calling him 
“a fighter” in the court-
room.

And this will be the 
second time Sotomayor 
takes part in an inaugura-
tion. She swore in Pres-
ident-elect Joe Biden as 
vice president in 2013.

Fortified statehouses 
see small protests
Associated Press

Small groups of right-wing 
protesters — some of them 
carrying rifles — gathered 
outside heavily fortified state-
houses around the country 
Sunday, outnumbered by 
National Guard troops and 
police brought in to prevent 
a repeat of the violence that 
erupted at the U.S. Capitol. 
As darkness fell, there were 
no reports of any clashes.

Security was stepped up 
in recent days after the FBI 
warned of the potential for 
armed protests in Wash-
ington and at all 50 state 
capitol buildings ahead of 
President-elect Joe Biden’s 
inauguration on Wednesday.

Crowds of only a dozen 
or two demonstrated at some 
boarded-up, cordoned-off 
statehouses, while the streets 
in many other capital cities 
remained empty. Some pro-
testers said they were there 
to back President Donald 
Trump. Others said they had 
instead come to voice their 
support for gun rights or de-
cry government overreach.

“I don’t trust the results of 
the election,” said Michigan 
protester Martin Szelag, a 
67-year-old semi-retired 
window salesman from 
Dearborn Heights. He wore 
a sign around his neck that 
read, in part, “We will sup-
port Joe Biden as our Presi-
dent if you can convince us 
he won legally. Show us the 
proof! Then the healing can 
begin.”

As the day wore on with 
no bloodshed around the 

U.S., a sense of relief spread 
among officials, though they 
were not ready to let their 
guard down.

The heavy law enforce-
ment presence may have kept 
turnout down. In the past few 
days, some extremists had 
warned others against falling 
into what they called a law 
enforcement trap.

Washington State Patrol 
spokesman Chris Loftis said 
he hoped the apparently 
peaceful day reflected some 
soul-searching among Amer-
icans.

“I would love to say that 
it’s because we’ve all taken a 
sober look in the mirror and 
have decided that we are a 
more unified people than cer-
tain moments in time would 
indicate,” he said.

The security measures 
were intended to safeguard 
seats of government from the 
type of violence that broke 
out at the U.S. Capitol on 
Jan. 6, when far-right Trump 
supporters galvanized by his 
false claims that the election 
had been stolen from him 
overran the police and bashed 
their way into the building 
while Congress was certi-
fying the Electoral College 
vote.

The attack left a Capitol 
police officer and four others 
dead. More than 125 people 
have been arrested over the 
insurrection.

Dozens of courts, election 
officials and Trump’s own 
attorney general have all 
said there was no evidence 
of widespread fraud in the 
presidential race.

Democrats build case for impeachment trial
WASHINGTON (AP) 

— The lead prosecutor for 
President Donald Trump’s 
historic second impeachment 
began building his case for 
conviction at trial, asserting 
on Sunday that Trump’s 
incitement of the mob that 
stormed the U.S. Capitol 
was “the most dangerous 
crime” ever committed by a 
president against the United 
States. A Senate trial could 
begin as soon as this week, 
just as Democrat Joe Biden is 
sworn in as the 46th presi-
dent.

Rep. Jamie Raskin, 
D-Md., did not say when 
House Speaker Nancy Pelosi, 
D-Calif., will send the single 
article of impeachment 
against Trump — for “incite-
ment of insurrection” — to 
the Senate, which will trigger 
the beginning of the trial. 
But Raskin said “it should be 
coming up soon” as Pelosi 
organizes the formal transfer.

The House voted to im-
peach Trump last Wednesday, 

one week after the violent 
insurrection that interrupted 
the official count of elec-
toral votes, ransacked the 
Capitol and left Congress 
deeply shaken. Before the 
mob overpowered police and 
entered the building, Trump 
told them to “fight like hell” 
against the certification of 
Biden’s election win.

“We’re going to be able to 
tell the story of this attack on 
America and all of the events 
that led up to it,” Raskin 
said. “This president set out 
to dismantle and overturn 
the election results from the 
2020 presidential election. 
He was perfectly clear about 
that.”

Democrats and the 
incoming administration 
are facing the challenge of 
reckoning with the Capitol 
attack at the same time that 
Biden takes office and tries 
to move the country forward. 
They say the Congress can 
do both, balancing a trial 
with confirmations of the 

new president’s Cabinet and 
consideration of his legisla-
tive priorities.

Raskin said Congress 
cannot establish a precedent 
where “we just want to let 
bygones be bygones” just be-
cause Trump has left office.

Yet it’s clear that Demo-
crats do not want the Senate 
trial to dominate Biden’s 
opening days. Pelosi on 
Friday said that Democrats 
intend to move quickly on 
Biden’s $1.9 trillion COVID 
aid and economic recovery 

package to speed up vacci-
nations and send Americans 
relief, calling it “matter of 
complete urgency.”

Ron Klain, Biden’s in-
coming White House chief 
of staff, said he hopes Senate 
leaders, on a bipartisan basis, 
“find a way to move forward 
on all of their responsibili-
ties. This impeachment trial 
is one of them, but getting 
people into the government 
and getting action on corona-
virus is another one of those 
responsibilities.”
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Misc Services
150

PAHLS FAMILY DENTISTRY 
offers single-visit crowns, dental 
implants and sedation dentistry. 
Accepting new patients. Call 
to reserve your appointment 
today. 541.396.2242, Coquille

Employment Opps
515

University of Oregon, 
Oregon Institute of Marine 

Biology, Charleston

Full-time Temporary Laborer 2
Work will be general labor, 
digging, pressure washing, 

demolition, material handling, 
painting and light carpentry. 
Prior experience is needed 

for this position.  Pay $16.49 
per hour.  This position is lo-
cated in Charleston, Oregon. 

For more information you 
may call 541-346-7280, 

or fill out an application at 
63466 Boat Basin Road, 
Charleston, OR.  EO/AA/
ADA institution committed 
to cultural diversity.  The 
University encourages all 

qualified individuals to apply, 
and does not discriminate on 

the basis of any protected 
status, including veteran & 

disability status.

Furniture
712

Tan couch with ottoman $79 
obo. Western 15" saddle 
$120 obo. 541-941-2862.

Pets
736

ANIMAL CREMATORY The Bay 
Area’s only pet crematory with 
COOS BAY CHAPEL. 541-267-
3131 coosbayareafunerals.com

Real Estate/Trade
900

Reedsport 2 Level Apt 2 bdrm 1 
1/2 bath furnished $675 dep w/g 
laundry no pets no smoking/vap-
ing 541-991-6833
----------------------------------------

Great Location! 6.52 acres of 
privacy Oversized Garage, 3 

bdrm/2 bath home with updated 
floors, MLS#20227679 $350,000 
CENTURY 21 Best Realty, Inc. 
325 2nd St SE, Bandon Realtors 

Licensed in Oregon

Lots for Sale
904

GOOD INVESTMENT! Several 
view lots and rentals for sale. 
Call for more info 541-267-3704

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF 
THE STATE OF OREGON 

FOR THE COUNTY OF COOS

In the Matter of the Estate 
of BEN ALLEN SHIRLEY, 

Deceased, Case No. 20PB08985
NOTICE TO INTERESTED 

PERSONS 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 
that Lorna P. Lewis has been 
appointed as personal Repre-
sentative of the above estate. All 
persons having claims against 
the estate are required to present 
them, with vouchers attached , to 
the personal representative, c/o 
Daniel M. Hinrichs, Attorney at 
Law, 590 Commercial, Coos Bay, 
OR 97420, within four months 
after the date of first publication 
of this notice, or the claims may 
be barred. All persons whose 
rights may be affected by the pro-
ceedings may obtain additional 
information from the records of 
the court- Probate Department, 
250 N Baxter, Coquille, OR 
97423, the personal represen-
tative, or the attorney for the 
personal representative, Daniel 
M. Hinrichs, Attorney at Law, 590 
Commercial, Coos Bay, Oregon 
97420.
Date and first published January 
5, 2021
Published: January 5, January 12 
and January 19, 2021. The World 
& ONPA (ID:305153)
----------------------------------------------

NOTICE FOR PROPOSAL
The City of Bandon is request-
ing proposals for Engineer of 
Record services. Interested firms 
or individuals can find the full 
RFP document on our website 
at www.cityofbandon.org or may 
contact Denise Russell by email 
at drussell@cityofbandon.org or 
by phone at 541-347-2437 x224 
with questions. Proposals must 
be received by February 19, 
2021 at 5:00 P.M
Published: January 19, 2021.
The World & ONPA (ID:306964)
----------------------------------------------

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF 
THE STATE OF OREGON

FOR THE COUNTY OF COOS 
PROBATE DEPARTMENT

In the Matter of the Estate of 
Scott David Hubly, Deceased. 
Case No:  20PB07475
NOTICE TO INTERESTED 
PERSONS
Mark Stephen Hubly has been 
appointed personal representa-
tive of the Estate of Scott David 
Hubly, Deceased, by the Coos 
County Circuit Court of the State 
of Oregon, probate number 
20PB07475.  All persons having 
claims against the estate are 
required to present the same 
with proper vouchers within four 
(4) months after the date of first 
publication to the undersigned 
personal representative at 2154 
Parkwood Hills Dr. NE, Roches-
ter, Minnesota 55906 or they may 
be barred. Additional information 
may be obtained from the court 
records, the personal repre-
sentative or the lawyers for the 
personal representative.
Date first published: January 5, 
2021
Mark Stephen Hubly 
2154 Parkwood Hills Dr. NE
Rochester, Minnesota 55906 
(520) 465-6056
Attorney for Personal Represen-
tative: 
Tony De Alicante
De Alicante Law Group
19570 Amber Meadow Drive, 
Suite 140, Bend, Oregon 97702
(541) 390-8961
Published January 5, January 12 
and January 19, 2021. The World 
& ONPA (ID:305373)

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF 
THE STATE OF OREGON

FOR THE COUNTY OF COOS
(Probate Department)

In the Matter of the Estate of 
MICHAEL GLENN LENINGTON
Deceased. No. 20PB08437

NOTICE TO INTERESTED 
PERSONS

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 
that the undersigned has been 
appointed personal representa-
tive. All persons having claims 
against the estate are required 
to present them, with vouchers 
attached, to the undersigned 
personal representative in care 
of Wm. F. Nichols of the WHITE 
PETERSON Law Firm, 5700 E. 
Franklin Rd., Ste. 200, Nampa, 
ID 83687 – 7901, lawyers for the 
personal representative, within 
four months after the date of first 
publication of this notice, or the 
claims may be barred. All persons 
whose rights may be affected 
by the proceedings may obtain 
additional information from the 
records of the Court, the personal 
representative, or the lawyers for 
the personal representative.
Dated and first published on 
January 19, 2021

/s/ Christopher M. Lenington
CHRISTOPHER M. LENINGTON
Personal Representative
In care of Wm. F. Nichols, OSB 
No. 803279
5700 E. Franklin Rd., Ste. 200
Nampa, ID 83687-7901
(ph) 208-466-9272 ; (fax) 208-
466-4405
Published: The World & ONPA 
(ID:306772)
January 19, January 26 and 
February 2, 2021
--------------------------------------------

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF 
THE STATE OF OREGON

FOR THE COUNTY OF COOS
In the Matter of the Estate of 
RONALD CHARLES RIDER, 

Deceased. Case No. 20PB08944
NOTICE TO INTERESTED 

PERSONS

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 
that Courtney R. Lambert has 
been appointed as Personal 
Representative of the above 
estate. All persons having claims 
against the estate are required 
to present them, with vouchers 
attached, to the personal 
representative, c/o Daniel M. 
Hinrichs, Attorney at Law, 590 
Commercial, Coos Bay, OR 
97420, within four months after 
the date of first publication of this 
notice, or claims may be barred. 
All persons whose rights may be 
affected by the proceedings may 
obtain additional information from 
the records of the court- Probate 
Department, 250 N. Baxter, 
Coquille, OR 97423, the personal 
representative, or the attorney 
for the personal representative, 
Daniel M. Hinrichs, Attorney at 
Law, 590 Commercial, Coos Bay, 
Oregon 97420.
Dated and first published January 
5, 2021
Published; January 5, January 12 
and January 19, 2021. The World 
& ONPA (ID:305593)
----------------------------------------------
Unclaimed Personal Property

01.19.2021
The North Bend Police Depart-
ment (NPBD) has in its posses-
sion unclaimed personal property 
as described,below:

Backpacks * Cell Phones * 
Cash * Tools * Clothing * Keys *

Bikes * Wallets/Purses * 
Jewelry

If you believe you have owner-
ship in any of the unclaimed prop-
erty listed above, you must file a 
claim by completing a “Property 
Claim” form with NBPD within 
30 days of the date posted on 
this notice. Failure to file a claim 
within this 30-day time frame for-
feits all rights to posted property.
Property Claim Forms can be 
picked up at the NBPD Lobby 
located at 835 California Avenue, 
North Bend, OR 97459. You may 
also obtain a form by visiting the 
NBPD webpage at http://north-
bendoregon.us/police
Published: January 19, 2021.
The World & ONPA (ID:306497)

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that 
the City Council will conduct a public 
hearing at the time and location not-
ed below for the purpose of taking 
testimony on the matter of vacating 
a 50’ x 128’ undeveloped portion of 
Maxwell Road, found in Section 17, 
Township 25, Range 13 West of the 
Willamette Meridian, Coos County, 
Oregon, filed on December 4, 2020, 
by Sheldon Planning LLC/Red 
Moon Development.

The City Council will consider the 
proposal at a public hearing which 
will occur on February 2, 2021, 
at 7:00 p.m. in the City Council 
Chambers at 500 Central Avenue, 
Coos Bay.  

Detailed information pertaining to 
the conduct of the public hearing 
and submission of evidence is 
available upon request by contact-
ing the Public Works Department. 
Written objections may be filed with 
the Public Works Department, City 
Hall, 500 Central Avenue, Coos 
Bay, prior to the hearing and will be 
considered at the time of the hear-
ing. Additional information pertaining 
to this application or its review may 
be obtained by contacting Randy 
Dixon, Operations Administrator, at 
(541) 269-1181 extension 2201. The 
Exhibit (map showing the right of 
way vacation location) can be pro-
vided upon request. Published: Jan 
12, Jan 19, and January 26, 2021. 
The World & ONPA (ID:306337)

Agency: USDA - Natural Resourc-
es Conservation Service Meeting:

Coos and Curry County Lo-
cal Work Group Meeting Date: 

Wednesday January 20th Time: 
1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. Location: 

Zoom
Contact: For More Information, 
contact: Katie Woodruff District 
Conservationist (541) 824-8091 
katlyn.woodruff@usda.gov 
Cheyanne Rico Soil Conserva-
tionist (541) 824-8093 cheyanne.
rico@usda.gov Purpose: NRCS is 
holding a local work group meet-
ing to gather input from farmers, 
ranchers, state and federal agen-
cies, agriculture and conservation 
organizations regarding natural 
resource conservation priori-
ties and opportunities to invest 
collaboratively in Coos and Curry 
County.
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/
portal/nrcs/detailfull/or/people/
partners/?cid=nrcseprd1300223
The USDA is an equal opportunity 
provider, employer and lender. A 
request for accommodations for 
persons with disabilities should 
be made at least 48 hours before 
the meeting to USDA’s TARGET 
Center at (202)720-2600 (voice 
and TDD).
Published: January 5, January 8, 
January 12, January 15 and Janu-
ary 19, 2021. The World & ONPA 
(ID:304962)

541-347-2423
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 City of Coos Bay          January 19, 2021 
 
500 Central Ave  

 Date of Notice 
 541-269-1181 ext 2 

Address  Telephone Number 
Coos Bay  OR 97420 

City  State, Zip 
 
On or about January 27th, 2021, The City of Coos Bay will submit a Request for Release of Funds 
(RROF) to the Oregon Business Development Department (OBDD) for the release of Community 
Development Block Grant (CDBG) funds under Title I of the Housing and Community Development Act 
of 1974 as amended, for its housing rehabilitation program. The purpose of The City of Coos Bay’s 
housing rehabilitation program is to perform repairs and rehabilitation of existing single-family, owner-
occupied units located within the Cities of Coos Bay, North Bend, Lakeside, Coquille, Myrtle Point, 
Bandon, Powers, Reedsport and within Coos County. The program rehabilitates over 32 low- to-
moderate-income homes with approximately $500,000 CDBG funds. 

Specific locations of individual units to be rehabilitated cannot be determined prior to the completion of the 
Area-Wide Environmental Review and the RROF. For the housing rehabilitation activities proposed the 
City of Coos Bay is using a Tiered Environmental Review format and process proposed under HUD 
Regulations for the National Environmental Policy Act at 24 CFR Part 58.15. 

In this first tier, a broad area-wide statutory review of the housing rehabilitation program has identified 
laws and authorities that we have determined will not be triggered by the location of the rehab program. 
These laws include: Floodplain Management (24 CFR Part 55 and Executive Order 11988), The Flood 
Disaster Protection Act (FDPA) of 1973, The Coastal Zone Management Act of 1972, The Coastal Barrier 
Resources Act (CBRA) of 1982, the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act of 1968, The Clean Air Act, The 
Farmland Protection Policy Act of 1981, The Environmental Justice Executive Order 12898, the 
Endangered Species Act (50 CFR Part 402), Wetland Protection (Executive Order 11990), Sole Source 
Aquifers (The Safe Drinking Water Act, 40 CFR Part 149), Airport Clear Zones and Accident Potential 
Zones (24 CFR Part 51D), and The Explosive and Flammable Operations Standard (24 CFR Part 51C). 

 
In the second tier review, The City of Coos Bay identified laws and authorities that must be analyzed 
with site- specific environmental review checklists for each property location. These laws include: 
Historic Preservation (36 CFR Part 800), the Noise Abatement and Control Standard (24 CFR part 51B), 
and Toxic Chemicals and Radioactive Materials (24 CFR, Part 58.5(i)). 
 
An Environmental Review Record (ERR) that documents the environmental determinations for this project, 
along with a copy of The City of Coos Bay’s policies and processes to be followed for site specific reviews, 
is on file, and may be examined or copied weekdays, from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., at Community 
Development Department Coos Bay City Hall, 500 Central Ave, Coos Bay OR 97420 or by calling 541-
269-1181 ext 2219. TTD users please call Oregon Telecommunications Relay at 1-800-735-2900. 

PUBLIC COMMENTS: Any individual, group, or agency may submit written comments on the ERR to the 
Community Development Department. All comments received by January 27, 2021 will be considered by 
City of Coos Bay prior to submission of a request for release of funds. 

Notice of Intent to Request Release of Funds 
Owner Occupied Housing Rehabilitation Program 

Exhibit 3N – HR NOI-RROF 

Community Development Block Grant Management Handbook – 2017 
Page 2  of 2 

 

 

 
OBJECTIONS TO RELEASE OF FUNDS: OBDD will accept any objections to its approval of the 
release of funds and the City of Coos Bay certification for a period of fifteen days following the 
anticipated submission date or actual receipt of the request for release of funds (whichever is later) only 
if they are on one of the following bases: 

OBDD will accept objections to its Release of Funds only if they are based on one of the following: 

A. The certification was not executed by the Certifying Officer of The City of Coos Bay. 

B. The City of Coos Bay has omitted a step or failed to make a decision or finding required by HUD 
regulations at 24 CFR Part 58. 

C. The City of Coos Bay has committed funds or incurred costs not authorized by 24 CFR Part 58 
before approval of a release of funds by OBDD. 

D. Another Federal agency acting pursuant to 40 CFR Part 1504 has submitted a written finding that 
the project is unsatisfactory from the standpoint of environmental quality. 

Objections must be prepared and submitted in accordance with the required procedure (24 CFR Part 58) 
and shall be addressed to OBDD at 775 Summer Street NE, Suite 200, Salem, OR 97301-1280. 
Objections to the release of funds on bases other than those stated above will not be considered by 
OBDD. 

Potential objectors should contact OBDD to verify the actual last day of the objection period. It is 
estimated that any objection received after February 12th, 2021 will not be considered by OBDD. 

 
Name of Certifying Officer:     Rodger Craddock 

 Title:                                       City Manager 

Address:                                  500 Central Ave 
  
                                                      Coos Bay, OR 97420 

Published: January 19, 2021 The World & ONPA (ID#306849)
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Coquille 
(541)396-3161

Coos Bay
(541)267-2137(541)267-2137 (541)396-3161

Since 1916While supplies last.

Model# 401991

$37999

RELIANCE WATER HEATERS
50 Gallon Electric Water Heater

6-year limited 
tank & parts 

warranty

Last week’s opening and clos-
ing quotes
Stock Open Close
Intel 51.68 57.66
Kroger 31.62 33.69
Microsoft 219.59 212.85
Nike 146.35 140.74
NW Natural 43.93 44.71
Skywest 41.12 41.74
Starbucks 105.69 102.38
Umpqua Hldgs 16.65 16.69
Weyerhaeuser 33.39 32.52

Xerox 23.56 22.49
Levi Straus 20.50 21.38
Dow Jones opened at 31,096.76
Dow Jones closed at 30,817.36
NASDAQ opened at 13,200.30
NASDAQ closed at 12,998.19
S&P 500 opened at 3,824.58
S&P 500 closed at 3,768.25

Provided by Coos Bay Edward 
Jones

NORTHWEST STOCKS
MegaMillions

Jan. 15
3-11-12-38-43
Megaball: 15
Multiplier: x4

Jackpot: $850 million

Megabucks
Jan.16

6-14-32-34-37-47
Jackpot: $7.2 Million

Powerball
Jan. 16

14-20-39-65-67
Powerball: 2

Multiplier: x3
Jackpot: $730 million

Win For Life
Jan.13

13-42-56-63
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“Everything is going well,” 
Sweeney said. “We have 
had students in this week at 
Winter Lakes High School 
and Coquille Jr. and Sr. High. 
… Students are wearing the 
back-to-school clothes they 
got back in August. They’re 
glad to be returning to cam-
pus.”

Sweeney said the return of 
students has been rolled out 
in a way where there are only 
a couple hundred people in 
one building at a time.

“We’re taking it slow and 
easy,” he said.

 While in the Bandon 
School District, Superinten-
dent Doug Ardiana said there 

will also be no delays for 
students returning.

“We have brought middle 
schoolers back on (Jan.) 
11 and have students on a 
six-day rotation,” he said, 
explaining that sixth, seventh 
and eighth grades have been 
broken into two groups each. 
“So (they) may attend school 
and then not attend for seven 
days.”

He said that the high 
school is on the same rotating 
schedule and if they return 
as planned on Jan. 19, “they 
will only be in contact with 
75 people. That’s a small 
cohort.”

“We will continue to 
monitor that until we have a 
case in our community or a 
larger spike in our metrics,” 
Ardiana said. 

“If they had wanted to hold 
the crowd back on the stairs, 
they could have,” Taylor said 
of the capitol police, noting 
that officers didn’t seem to 
stick with a consistent crowd 
control strategy despite hav-
ing non-lethal munitions at 
their disposal.

The crowd continued push-
ing against police until they 
were up to the door of the 
building. Taylor said at one 
point he attempted to help an 
injured capitol police officer 
escape the “crushing mass” 
of supporters.

Eventually, the heavy 
capitol door opened — 
Taylor isn’t sure how, but 
thinks some members of the 
crowd were already inside 
and pushed it open, having 
broken through the building’s 
west side earlier.

Then the crowd on his 
side began moving into the 
building.

“It was unclear exactly 
what was going on,” Taylor 
said. Pepper spray and mace 
had been deployed.

As he pushed back on 
someone attempting to take 
a painting from the building, 
Taylor said one of his feet 
slipped across the threshold 
of the building — but Taylor 
said he stayed outside the rest 
of the time.

Still, others in the crowd 
jammed into the building. 
Photos, videos and accounts 
from attendees, journalists 
and capitol staff tell the story 
of what happened next: A 
mob rushed through, ran-
sacking congressional offices, 
breaking into the legislative 
chambers and forcing the 
evacuation of elected officials.

Five people died in the 
chaos and clashes with 
security.

“I think that the totality of 
events that unfolded ended up 
being damaging to the mes-
sage that I wished to convey,” 
Taylor said.

After his altercation with 
the man stealing the paint-
ing, Taylor said he moved 
back away from the door, 
back onto the steps of the 
capitol. He stayed there 

until around 4 p.m., when 
he moved to the west side 
of the building to find the 
group he’d come with. He 
and the others he could find 
returned to their hotel just 
before the beginning of a 6 
p.m. curfew imposed by the 
city.

But once at the hotel, his 
night wasn’t over — in fact, 
it was just getting started. 
Around 7 p.m., Taylor said 
he and others went to the 
hotel’s front stoop to watch 
as police were staging on the 
streets.

When he stepped into 
the street and approached 
some of the police, he was 
arrested for violating the 
city’s curfew. He said he was 
walking over with his hand 
up to show police a video of 
violence from earlier in the 
day, and that two others were 
arrested with him.

“The three of us were 
standing in the street out in 
front of the hotel for about 
40 minutes,” Taylor said. 
The three were shuffled 
into a police vehicle, then 
to a processing facility with 
around 75 others and then 
to a holding room before 
paying a $25 fine and being 
discharged.

D.C. court records confirm 
that Taylor was charged with 
one count of violating the 
city’s curfew. At least two 
others from Oregon were 
arrested for entering federal 
property or violating the 
city’s curfew order.

Looking back, Taylor 
said crossing the barricade 
wasn’t what he’d originally 
planned.

“I thought the intention 
was to surround the cap-
itol,” he said. He thought 
surrounding the building 
would send a message to 
senators and representatives 
inside who were considering 
objections to the presidential 
election the crowd felt had 
been stolen.

But once all together, the 
crowd of people — a mix of 
casual Trump supporters, the 
morning’s rally attendees, 
militia groups and others — 
became hard to contain.

“A certain dynamic hap-
pens in a large crowd like 
that,” Taylor said.

“I made the decision to 
prioritize our educator per-
sonnel because I am abso-
lutely committed to getting 
our children, our students, 
back into the classroom as 
quickly as possible,” Brown 
said. 

Pat Allen, director of the 

Oregon Health Authority, 
estimated there are approx-
imately 100,000 people in 
Oregon who work in school 
settings, and an estimated 
800,000 people in the state 
age 65 or older. 

“While we want to vac-
cinate seniors as soon as we 
can, our ability to immunize 
this vulnerable population 
depends on getting enough 
doses from the federal gov-

ernment,” Allen said. “We 
must have the supplies we’ve 
been promised.”

Brown said vaccinating 
school staff is expected to 
take around two weeks, and 
Allen said original plans es-
timated it would take around 
12 weeks to vaccinate seniors 
ages 65 and older with the 
expected vaccine shipment 
from the federal government. 

While it seems no official 

dosage numbers were prom-
ised by the federal govern-
ment, Allen said the state was 
expecting between 135,000-
225,000 additional doses of 
both the Pfizer and Moderna 
vaccines.

Approximately 2.8% of 
the state has been vaccinat-
ed thus far, Allen said. To 
reach community immunity, 
between 70% to 80% of the 
state needs to be vaccinated. 

Schools
From A1

Vaccines
From A1
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U.S. Sen. Ron Wyden at a South Coast town hall in 2015. Wyden held his first town hall of 2021 by virtual format Friday. 

Wyden addresses virus, infrastructure 
ZACK DEMARS
The World

Economic relief, infra-
structure and health care 
were key points of discussion 
for Oregon Senator Ron 
Wyden during a town hall 
for Coos and Curry counties 
Friday

“This is a chance to just 
listen and learn, and in 
particular I think what I’ve 
learned is especially relevant 
now is that Oregonians in 
Coos and Curry County want 
to be able to control their 
economic choices and their 
destiny,” Wyden told the 
audience, fluctuating between 
60 and 80 listeners to the 
online event.

Through video appear-
ances and live comments, 
area residents peppered the 
senator with questions, most 
relating in one way or an-
other back to improving the 
region’s economic outlook.

In response, Wyden 
responded by committing to 
use his power as the incom-
ing chair of the powerful 
Senate Finance Committee 
for a variety of initiatives 
— lambasting the outgoing 
Trump Administration and 
praising President-Elect Joe 
Biden along the way.

The town hall started with 
the news that COVID-19 
vaccines the federal govern-
ment had promised to ship to 
states wouldn’t actually be 
coming as planned.

“I feel like this is just 
another deception from the 
Trump Administration,” said 
Joy May, a Port Orford res-
ident who addressed Wyden 
during the town hall. “Per-
haps a deadly deception.”

Wyden agreed.
“The last 36 hours are 

sort of symbolic of how the 
Trump Administration — 
from playing down the virus 
on day one, to zigging and 
zagging even on clarifying 
what the responsibilities were 
of the federal government 
and the states — now on 
their way out the door, they 
have given us a unique com-
bination of lies and incompe-
tence,” Wyden said.

In response, he pointed to 
Biden’s COVID-19 response 
plan which he said includes 
a national strategy for 
expanding production and 
administration of vaccines, 
as well as additional eco-
nomic relief.

That relief was a key 
topic Friday, too, as people 
asked what options were 
still available for finan-

cial assistance, grants and 
funding. Wyden said he’s 
hopeful Biden’s plan for ad-
ditional $2,000 relief checks 
will pass a soon-to-be-Dem-
ocratically controlled Con-
gress swiftly.

“We’re hoping to get that 
passed very quickly, in a 
matter of weeks, and I think 
the systems are now set up 
to get it out very quickly — 
again weeks after a decision 
is made,” Wyden said. “For a 
lot of Oregonians, it’s really 
a lifeline.”

Support for local public 
health departments was 
another area of Biden’s virus 
relief plan Wyden highlight-
ed.

Renee Menkens, a member 
of the board of Coos County 
Friends of Public Health, told 
Wyden about the need.

“I’ve seen how budgets 
have changed in supporting 
our health department,” 
Menkens said. “But one of 
the issues with our public 
health services is fund-
ing, and as staff are being 
realigned to do more contact 
tracing and vaccine distribu-
tion and screenings, some of 
the other mandated services 
are not being able to be met 
as much as they would like 
to.”

Wyden responded by say-
ing the revenue lost from tax 
cuts for high-paid executives 
should have been used to 
support public health depart-
ments instead.

“I think those folks have 
a size-seven halo over their 
heads,” Wyden said. “The 
question now are we going 
to write budgets that put our 

gratitude into the kinds of 
tools they need to do their 
job for vulnerable people?”

Infrastructure was also a 
key focus of questions posed 
to the senator.

“I think we’ve all 
learned during this 
pandemic how critical 
broadband is for so many 
things,” Coos County 
Commissioner Melissa 
Cribbins told Wyden. “The 
coast really struggles, as 
do many other rural areas, 
with adequate broadband.”

In response, Wyden noted 
a benefit included in the 
latest COVID-19 relief pack-
age that will provide funds 
for broadband expenses for 
low-income households once 
that program launches in the 
next several months.

But he also said expanding 
rural access to internet will 
be a priority while he’s in 
charge of the Senate Finance 
Committee.

“I want folks on the coast 
to know that every single 
time the word infrastructure 
comes up in Washington 
DC,” Wyden said, “I’m going 
to insist that broadband, es-
pecially rural broadband, be 
part of the equations.”

Other infrastructure ques-
tions focused on the water.

“My question is very lo-
cal,” said Bill Divens of Gold 
Beach.

He went on to tell the 
senator the challenges his 
fishing business faced since 
the Rogue River hadn’t been 
dredged this year, and asked 
what Wyden could do to 
help. Wyden again pointed 
to certain tax cuts, saying 

instead that revenue could be 
spent on local infrastructure 
projects.

“What this is really all 
about, it’s a question of prior-
ities,” Wyden said.

Several attendees also 
asked Wyden about several 
environmental issues, includ-
ing the possible expansion 
of the Smith River Nation-
al Recreation Area into 
Southern Oregon, Wyden’s 
proposed conservation public 
works program for unem-
ployed workers and the roll-
back of some environmental 
protections by the Trump 
Administration.

In response, he said Con-
gress should consider ways 
to protect the environment in 
ways which support the local 
economy and community. In-
creasing natural recreational 
opportunities could support 
the South Coast’s economy, 
Wyden said.

“Recreation is a big 
economic engine. It’s a big 
economic multiplier,” Wyden 
said.

In all, Wyden reminded 
attendees he seeks their 
perspective on issues faced 
by South Coast residents. 
Members of his staff can 
assist residents in navigating 
federal COVID-19 relief 
programs, too.

 “I want folks to know our 
doors are open,” Wyden said. 
“As far as I’m concerned, 
the discussion with Coos 
and Curry county is going to 
be in the ‘to be continued’ 
department.”

 Wyden’s Medford office 
can be reached at 541-858-
5122.
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