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Coos County is back at 'extreme' level
Rising cases lead to 
renewed restrictions

ZACK DEMARS
The World

Coos County residents will see 
stronger virus restrictions once 
again starting Friday, state health 
officials announced Monday.

Officials from Coos Health & 
Wellness also announced the coun-
ty’s 14th virus-related death Tues-
day. A woman in her 90s with some 
kind of underlying conditions died 
with COVID-19, and she wasn’t 
related to any of the county’s virus 
outbreaks, CHW said.

The county’s move to new regu-
lations comes because the county’s 
latest virus numbers put it squarely 
in the “extreme” category of virus 
risk after just two weeks in the 
slightly more lenient “high risk” 
category.

“We should’ve never really been 
in high (risk) in the first place. 
There was an anomaly on a day 
where there was no data in a slot 
that dropped us that .9 (cases),” said 
CHW Assistant Director Dr. Eric 
Gleason. “So, ostensibly we never 
should have never been in high, we 
should still have been in extreme. 
But it happened.”

The new restrictions will mean 
that, effective Friday, restaurants 

will once again have to close their 
doors to indoor dining.

Other restrictions under the 
framework include:

• Indoor recreation and fitness 
establishments must close. This 
includes gyms, indoor recreational 
sports, indoor pools and indoor 
dance, among other things.

• Outdoor recreation and fitness 
establishments will still be allowed, 
up to 50 people.

• Outdoor entertainment estab-
lishments, like zoos, gardens and 
outdoor event spaces, will be limit-
ed to a maximum of 50 people.

• Long-term care centers will 
be limited to outdoor visitation 
only.

• Offices must close to the public 
and require remote work if able.

• Outdoor social gatherings will 
be limited to six people, with a 
maximum of two households.

Since the move down to lower 
restrictions two weeks ago was 
largely driven by an anomaly in 
the data, the increase in cases and 
restrictions that followed isn’t nec-
essarily due to failures on anyone’s 
part.

“We are, as a community, for the 
most part the vast majority of us are 
doing everything we need to do,” 
Gleason said. Instead, the cases 
continue to be a matter of commu-
nity spread and several significant 
community outbreaks.

Last week, CHW officials said 
the county needed to have fewer 
than 200 cases per 100,000 in pop-
ulation for the preceding two weeks 
in order to avoid the jump back to 
extreme risk protections.

But state metrics announced 
Monday show that Coos County 
didn't come close, with 278.1 cases 
per 100,000 in population over the 
last two weeks.

It's not just the number of cases 
putting the county into the higher 
level of restriction, either. For the 
past two weeks, the county's rate of 
test positivity has also placed it in 
the high risk category.

Please see Extreme, Page A16

Sunset Bay Surfer

Zack Demars, The World

A surfer takes advantage of the king tides at Sunset Bay on Wednesday.  For more pictures and information about the king tides on the South Coast, see Page A16. 

Vaccine distribution needs to be equitable, 
but fast, Oregon State University experts say
ZACK DEMARS
The World

A panel of researchers from Or-
egon State University met Tuesday 
to share their expertise on Oregon’s 
COVID-19 vaccination rollout.

Many in the state have felt that 
rollout has been slower than it 
should be, given that less than half 
of the vaccine doses delivered to 
sites across the state have actually 
been administered to patients.

Overall, the researchers ranging 
from a medical ethicist to a commu-
nications expert agreed the state’s 
vaccine rollout needs to be equita-
ble and transparent — and fast.

Gaurav Sahay, an associate pro-

fessor of pharmaceutical sciences at 
the university, discussed the science 
behind the vaccines. His research 
has focused on the microscopic 
delivery system the vaccines use to 
introduce defense mechanisms to 
the body.

That delivery system is fairly 
new technology, Sahay said. That 
means — while clinical trials 
showed the effectiveness and safety 
of the vaccines — there are still 
some unanswered questions about 
the vaccine, including how long its 
protection lasts once in the body.

 “It is not possible to say how 
long it will last, because it’s a new 
vaccine for a new virus. What 
Moderna is saying is for a year, but 

we’ll have to wait and see what 
happens,” Sahay said. “The good 
news is they’re very effective.”

Those vaccines are about 95% ef-
fective at preventing vaccinated in-
dividuals from catching COVID-19, 
Sahay said.

But new technology also means 
getting vaccines produced takes 
time.

“Right now, with the current 
vaccines that are approved, ramping 
up has been a sort of challenge,” 
Sahay said.

Oregon has received only around 
270,00 doses of the vaccine, a frac-
tion of what it’ll need to achieve 
community immunity from the 
virus. Sahay predicts that level will 

require 70% or 80% of the commu-
nity to get vaccinated.

That development and production 
time is the first reason COVID-19 
vaccines are taking some time to hit 
the community. But there are also 
other challenges when hospitals and 
clinics have doses of the vaccine 
ready for distributing, as they do 
now.

“The main challenge is encoun-
tered with personnel available to 
administer the vaccine,” said Joe 
Agor, an assistant professor of 
industrial engineering focusing his 
research on how hospitals have 
prepared for virus surges.

Please see OSU, Page A16

Local 
vaccine 
questions 
remain
Access, information 
still limited as rollout 
continues in county

ZACK DEMARS
The World

Coos County saw a new influx of 
COVID-19 vaccines this week as 
Bay Area Hospital received another 
1,300 doses, bringing its total num-
ber of doses to 2,500. About 1,400 
in the county had been vaccinated 
county-wide by Tuesday.

Access to vaccines is still very 
limited, as is some information 
about which facilities in the county 
have been receiving and adminis-
tering them. Currently, only health 
care personnel are eligible for the 
vaccine under state guidelines.

Locally, Coos Health & Well-
ness doesn’t keep track of who’s 
receiving vaccines in the county 
— and also isn’t the final decision 
maker for moving between phases 
of vaccine distribution.

“Most of the vaccines have 
gone to Bay Area Hospital, and 
although we work closely with 
them, it’s not Coos County Public 
Health that is doing the distribu-
tion or the decision making for all 
of that,” said Katrinka McReyn-
olds, CHW’s prevention service 
coordinator.

Instead, decisions are made by 
a mix of state officials and local 
health providers. State officials 
establish vaccination prioritization 
rules and ship doses direct to hos-
pitals, clinics and other facilities. 
Once they have doses in hand, those 
providers have the task of opening 
up vials of vaccine and getting them 
administered.

“We don’t keep track of who’s 
been vaccinated, so much as we’re 
trying to ensure those groups are 
being given the opportunity to be 
vaccinated,” CHW Assistant Direc-
tor Dr. Eric Gleason said Tuesday.

Please see Vaccine, Page A16
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NB City Council approves new fees for 2021
DAVID RUPKALVIS
The World

A ballot measure approved by 
voters that cut North Bend’s public 
safety fee in half still haunts the 
city finances.

In addition to limiting the amount 
the city can raise from the fee, the 
measure also limited any increases 
to city fees in the future.

On Tuesday, the city council 
approved new fees for 2021, in-
creasing each fee by the maximum 

amount of 1.3 percent.
“According to the ballot mea-

sure, you have fees and those fees 
can only be increased based on the 
maximum allowed by the measure,” 
City Administrator David Milliron 
explained.

Any increase can only go up 
to the level of cost of living as 
measured by the Social Security 
Administration. In 2021, that was 
capped at 1.3 percent.

“If there is a fee we feel we need 
to increase more than Social Security 

cost, do we need to discuss that in the 
budget and then have it go on the bal-
lot,” Mayor Jessica Engelke asked.

Simply put, the answer is yes. 
According to the measure, any 
increase greater than cost of living 
must go to voters for approval. By 
state law, the city could call elec-
tions two times each year.

The council vote increased virtu-
ally all city fees by the 1.3 percent. 
Some of the changes include:

• Alarm fee application increased 
from $25.40 to $25.73.

• Copies increased of 25 cents 
per page to 26 cents.

• Liquor license application in-
creased from $101.60 to $102.92.

• Marijuana dispensary permit 
fee increased from $1,016 per year 
to $1,029.21.

• Parking tickets increased from 
$15.24 to $15.44

• Renting the community center 
increased from $127 to $128.65.

• Renting the pool for one hour 
increased from $101.60 to $102.92

• Sign permit fees increased from 

$20.36 to $20.62.
• Single day admission to the 

pool increased from $3.56 to $3.60 
for children and $4.06 to $4.12 for 
adults.

• A 30-day family pass to the 
pool increased from $71.12 to 
$72.04.

• Individual swim lessons raise 
from $20.32 to $20.58.

In all, the city raised hundreds 
of individual fees, the vast major-
ity the average person will never 
encounter.

ThE WoRLD

COOS BAY — After the 
hugely successful Operation: 
Holiday Gift Card restaurant 
gift card blitz held in Decem-
ber, organizers are planning 
Round 2 for January.

The new program, titled 
Operation: Show the Love, 
will concentrate on assisting 
restaurants with inside dining 
that continue to be affected 
by the opening and closing 
orders due to COVID-19. 

Once again, the cities of 
Coos Bay and North Bend, 

along with the Southwestern 
Oregon Workforce Invest-
ment Board, the Wild Rivers 
Coast Alliance, the Travel 
Southern Oregon Coast, 
the Coos Bay-North Bend 
Visitor & Convention Bureau 
and K-DOCK Radio are 
working with restaurants in 
Coos Bay, North Bend and 
Charleston to give them a 
boost during this traditionally 
slow time for business. 

“These organizations have 
pooled funds to purchase gift 
cards in the total amount of 
$540 per restaurant partic-

ipating, which will provide 
an influx of funds now when 
restaurants are traditionally 
in their slowest months, 
made only worse by the 
pandemic situation,” Coos 
Bay Mayor Joe Benetti said. 
“Between Coos Bay, North 
Bend and Charleston, we 
have 71 small locally owned 
restaurants who have had to 
close their dining rooms to 
seated diners again and again 
the past nine months.”

“We are very excited to 
have the support of such 
fine organizations to help us 
show our love for our small 
businesses,” said North Bend 
Mayor Jessica Engelke. “In 
December, the gift cards 

went so fast we knew we had 
to repeat the program. We 
also know that when these 
gift cards are redeemed, 
diners will purchase more 
than the face value, so our 
restaurants will get another 
boost then.”

Gift cards will be sold for 
half the face value during a 
one-day gift card sales blitz 
on Saturday, Jan. 23, at the 
Coos Bay Visitor Informa-
tion Center. 

Sale of the cards begins at 
9 a.m. All gift cards are val-
ued at $20 and will be sold 
for $10 each. There is a limit 
of one gift card per restaurant 
per person and a limit of five 
total gift cards per person. 

“We know that we had 
some disappointed citizens in 
December who were unable 
to purchase the gift cards 
because we ran out so fast, 
within a few hours,” said 
Janice Langlinais, the exec-
utive director of the Visitor 
& Convention Bureau. “This 
time, we are planning to hold 
the event on a Saturday, we 
will have more gift cards 
available, and will limit the 
total number of cards that 
can be purchased to five. 
This will, hopefully, give 
us cards to sell throughout 
the day and to more of our 
wonderful citizens who want 
to show their love for our 
restaurants, too.”

As a reminder, there is a 
limit to the number of people 
who can be inside the Coos 
Bay Visitor Center at a time. 
The Center staff and vol-
unteers will be monitoring 
the doors and encouraging 
purchasers to social distance 
both outside the center when 
waiting to enter and once 
they are in the center waiting 
for their purchases. 

Officials encourage those 
who are able to do so to 
bring cash as those transac-
tions will go much quicker. 

Donations also will be 
welcome, with a box set up 
for those wishing to donate 
cash or gift cards for local 
needs. 

Operation Show the Love aims to help local eateries

CASA seeks volunteers for program's 
expansion into Curry County
ZACK DEMARS 
The World

Children in need along 
the South Coast could get a 
boost if there are volunteers 
to do it.

A regional nonprofit is 
looking for local volunteers 
in Curry County to help 
speak for children in pain-
ful family situations as the 
organization tries to rebuild 
operations in the county.

The volunteers are called 
CASAs — or court-appoint-
ed special advocates — and 
they work with children 
facing instability at home.

“There’s a missing per-
son — a missing advocate 
— when you don’t have a 
CASA on board,” said Greg 
Dalton, the program director 
for CASA of Coos and Curry 
Counties.

Whereas an attorney 
for a foster child has to 
advocate for whatever a 
child wants, and a state 
case worker is bound by 
certain agency require-
ments, Dalton’s trained 
volunteers give the judge 
their outside perspective 
about a child’s best interest, 
he said. What’s more, a 
CASA typically only assists 
one child or family, while 
attorneys and case workers 
serve many at a time.

That means appearing in 
court to speak on the child’s 
behalf — but it also means 
spending time learning 
about the child. That can 
include speaking with 
doctors and case workers 
about a child with special 
permission granted by a 
judge and visiting regularly 
with a child at their foster 
home (or virtually during 
the pandemic).

“It’s just about sitting and 
being present,” Dalton said. 

Until October, the program 
in Curry County had been 
run through the program in 
Douglas County.

But when the Douglas 
County program let go 
of some staff in Curry 
County early last year, 
and volunteers’ ability to 
meet with staff and youth 
became more challenging 
with the COVID-19 pan-
demic, the program began 
to struggle.

“The volunteers down 
there, with the pandemic go-
ing on, not having staff, were 
kind of isolated,” Dalton 
said.

At the time, he was head-
ing the CASA program in 
Coos County through Oregon 
Coast Community Action.

Community members 
would reach out to Dalton 
and ask if his organization 
could help fill the need to the 
south — but since volunteers 
have to be sworn in by a 
county’s judges, the Coos 
County CASAs couldn’t help 
kids in Curry County.

So he and his staff began 
conversations about taking 
over Curry County’s opera-
tion. Eventually, he took it 
to ORCCA’s board, which 
has been looking for ways 
to expand its support in that 
county.

“It was just like a big, 
‘Yes, we need to do that. We 
need to be there for those 
kids,’” Dalton said.

And in October, ORCCA 
took over the operation of 
Curry County’s CASA pro-
gram — and Dalton started 
looking for volunteers.

“I got on the phone and 
called every number I had,” 
Dalton said.

Before the county’s CASA 
office closed, Dalton esti-
mates that the county had 
around 18 advocates to serve 
around 35 youth.

But now?
“We have four amazing 

volunteers in Curry Coun-
ty,” Dalton said. “We need 
more.”

The need could become 
even greater soon, according 
to Dalton. The number of 

children coming into care has 
actually decreased since the 
pandemic began.

That’s not necessarily 
because fewer children need 
help — instead, they’re 
just not in school, where 
teachers and other manda-
tory reporters can raise red 
flags about possible abuse 
or home issues. So when 
schools eventually reopen for 
in-person instruction, Dalton 
anticipates there could be an 
influx of children in need. 

Retired teachers and 
former social workers often 
make ideal CASA volunteers, 
but there’s no requirement 
for prior experience, since 
“volunteers come from all 
walks of life,” according to 
Dalton.

“It’s about having that 
passion, empathy and an 
open mind to be able to do 
this work,” he said.

Volunteers can make a big 
impact on foster children. 
Dalton still gets phone calls 
from kids he volunteered for 
a decade ago.

The process to become 
a volunteer begins with an 
interview. After a 30-hour 
training session, background 
checks and continual review 
by staff, CASAs are sworn 
in by judges in the county 
they’ll serve in.

Dalton says those who are 
interested in becoming CA-
SAs — or becoming foster 
parents, a group of volun-
teers he says is even more 
needed — should contact 
him at casacoos@orcca.us or 
541-435-7103.

“One for every child is 
what we need,” he said of the 
ideal scenario.
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State sees surge in deaths linked to COVID-19
ThE WoRLD

While Oregon hasn’t seen 
an overly high number of new 
COVID-19 cases the past few days, 
the state did see two very high 
totals of deaths linked to the coro-
navirus, as well as another death in 
Curry County. 

On Tuesday, the state had a 
single-day high of 54 new deaths 
reported by the Oregon Health 
Authority.

“The high number of deaths 
serves as a reminder that the pan-
demic continues to pose a threat to 
our friends, neighbors, co-workers 
and communities,” OHA officials 
said. 

And it was followed up Wednes-
day with another 41 on Wednesday. 

Wednesday’s report included 
an 89-year-old Curry County man 
who died Dec. 20 at Curry General 
Hospital. The death certificate listed 
COVID-19 or SARS-CoV-2 as the 

cause of death or a significant con-
dition contributing to death. 

Officials gave two explanations 
for the high count over the two 
days. First, the surge in cases in 
November and December and 
second the delay in the processing 
of many death certificates that have 
to be sent to the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention for further 
review before the cause of death is 
determined. 

Among the 54 deaths, 29 were 

people who died in their residences, 
which often lead to delayed reports. 

They also included two people at 
least 100 years old and two of the 
youngest in the state to date — a 
33-year-old woman in Multnomah 
County and a 30-year-old woman in 
Josephine County. 

There was an even younger 
person in Wednesday’s report, a 
19-year-old man in Marion County. 
There also was a 27-year-old Wash-
ington County man. 

Weekly report
OHA also released its weekly 

report for Jan. 4-10. 
The state had 8,150 new cases 

during the week, a 3% increase 
over the previous week. 

The state also had 177 deaths, a 
jump of more than 100 from the 73 
the previous week. 

A total of 113,648 COVID-19 
tests were conducted during the 
week, with a positivity rate of 8.2%. 

COOS BAY — Sea Breeze 
Harmony Chorus invites all 
women to a free virtual open 
house at 7 p.m. on Tuesday, 
Jan. 19. People can use their 
smartphone or computer to 
join on Zoom. 

As the group learns to 
sing a short four-part “tag,” 

the chorus will share vocal 
techniques and introduce 
participants to the craft of a 
cappella singing. 

All voice ranges are wel-
come, and music reading is 
admired, but not required.

“We’ll put a smile on your 
face and teach you something 

new,” organizers said. 
The Zoom link is 

https://us02web.zoom.
us/j/2059370769. To learn 
more about Sea Breeze 
Harmony Chorus, visit www.
seabreezeharmony.org, or 
call director Gail Elber at 
541-808-1773.

Women’s chorus will host online open house

State's COVID-19 Vaccine Advisory Committee holds first meeting
Oregon’s COVID-19 

Vaccine Advisory Commit-
tee met for the first time last 
week to discuss how critical 
workers and population will 
be prioritized in the state’s 

vaccine rollout.
The VAC will co-create 

a vaccine sequencing plan 
focused on health equity to 
ensure the state’s vaccine dis-
tribution plan meets the needs 

of populations who are most 
at-risk and hardest hit by the 
pandemic. These popula-
tions include communities of 
color, tribal communities and 
people with intellectual and 

developmental disabilities.
Educators and other staff 

at PK-12 schools and early 
learning centers will follow 
the Phase 1A group, which 
includes: health care workers, 
residents and staff at long-
term care facilities and first 
responders, in the state’s most 
immediate prioritization order. 
The vaccine advisory commit-
tee is considering how to pri-
oritize critical workers, such 
as transportation workers and 
grocery store workers, older 

adults, people with underlying 
conditions and other factors.

“Urgency,” said Cherity 
Bloom-Miller, VAC member 
with the Confederated Tribes 
of Siletz Indians Community 
Health Clinic. “We need to 
make some fast decisions to 
get vaccines out quickly.”

Oregon Health Authority 
Director Patrick Allen, who 
joined the group’s first meet-
ing, shared the same senti-
ment. “The decisions you’re 
going to make will be incred-

ibly hard and we’re asking 
you to make them incredibly 
quickly,” said Allen.

The first meeting was a vital 
first step in determining up-
coming sequencing. The inau-
gural meeting of the diverse, 
27-member group representing 
health organizations, nonprof-
its and businesses across rural 
and urban Oregon – includ-
ing older adults, people with 
disabilities, cultural and ethnic 
communities and migrant and 
seasonal farm workers.

The Oregon Department of 
Fish and Wildlife is accepting 
nominations for a seat on the 
Pacific Fishery Management 
Council. The deadline to 
request nomination materials 
is Feb. 19 and the three-year 
term begins Aug. 11.

The council manages fish-
eries for approximately 119 
species of salmon, ground-
fish, coastal pelagic species 
(sardines, anchovies and 
mackerel) and highly migra-
tory species (tunas, sharks and 
swordfish) off the coasts of 
Oregon, Washington and Cal-
ifornia. It includes 14 voting 
members representing tribal 
and state fish and wildlife 
agencies, and private citizens 
knowledgeable about sport 
fishing, commercial fishing 
and/or marine conservation.

The ideal candidate would 
be knowledgeable about 
fishery resource conservation 

and management in marine 
waters off the West Coast. 
Specific knowledge of and 
experience in management 
issues and fisheries is import-
ant, as is a strong conserva-
tion ethic. The successful 
candidate also must work 
collectively with other coun-
cil members, often making 
difficult decisions, to fulfill 
the standards set forth by 
the Magnuson-Stevens Act. 
Members make a substantial 
time commitment to fully 
participate in council busi-
ness and related activities.

The Oregon obligatory seat 
is currently held by Christa 
Svensson, who is eligible 
for re-appointment. ODFW 
will send all nominations to 
the governor, who will then 
forward the names of at least 
three candidates to the Na-
tional Marine Fisheries Ser-
vice (in the U.S. Department 

of Commerce) for consider-
ation. Successful appointees 
must pass an extensive FBI 
background check.

Anyone interested in being 
considered, or wishing to 
nominate someone, must con-
tact Jessica Watson at 541-
351-1196 or jessica.l.wat-
son@state.or.us no later than 
Feb. 19, with completed 
application packets submitted 
no later than Feb. 26.

The Pacific Fishery 
Management Council is one 
of eight regional fishery man-
agement councils established 
by the Magnuson-Stevens 
Fishery Conservation and 
Management Act to manage 
fisheries from three to 200 
miles offshore of the United 
States coastline. The Pacif-
ic Council is responsible 
for fisheries off the coasts 
of California, Oregon and 
Washington.

Pacific fisheries council nominees sought
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Write to us and the community with a 
Letter to the Editor

This newspaper’s letters to the editor are limited to a 
maximum of 350 words and will be edited for grammar, 

spelling and blatant inaccuracies. Unsubstantiated or irre-
sponsible allegations or personal attacks on any individual 
will not be published. Letters containing details presented 
as facts rather than opinions must include their sources. 
Writers are limited to 1 published letter per month. All 
submissions must include the author’s full name, local 

street address and telephone number (only the name and 
city of residence will be published). By submitting a letter, 
writers also grant permission for them to be posted online. 
Opinions expressed on this page are the writer’s alone and 
do not represent the opinion of the newspaper or its parent 

company, Country Media, Inc.
To make a submission to the editor, fill out a submis-
sion form at www.theworldlink.com, email worldedi-

tor@countrymedia.net or call  
541-269-1222 ext. 235.

David Rupkalvis
Executive Editor

Letters to the Editor

Private businesses are not 
bound by First Amendment

It feels like once a year I have to 
write a column very similar to this 
one, but I feel it’s important enough 
to continue the dialogue.

After a group of people rushed 
the U.S. capitol last week in protest 
of President-Elect Joe 
Biden’s electoral vic-
tory, most social media 
companies responded 
by removing thousands 
of right-wing individ-
uals from their sites. 
Obviously, the biggest 
one was the permanent 
removal of President 
Trump from Facebook 
and Twitter.

Since then, I have 
seen dozens of posts 
– many from elected 
officials – decrying the 
decision by saying ban-
ning people is violating 
the First Amendment.

That is 100 percent false. This 
is what the First Amendment says: 
“Congress shall make no law 
respecting an establishment of reli-
gion, or prohibiting the free exercise 
thereof; or abridging the freedom of 
speech, or of the press; or the right 
of the people peaceably to assemble, 
and to petition the Government for a 
redress of grievances.”

Simply put, the First Amendment 
only applies to the government 
control. Facebook, Twitter, YouTube 
or any other private company has no 
obligation to allow anyone to speak. 
Like it or not, those are the rules.

In fact, this newspaper has no 
obligation to allow anyone to speak. 
As a journalist who makes his living 
in part off First Amendment protec-
tions, I have always fought to allow 
free speech in almost any case. But 
even saying that, there are limits to 
what I will allow in my newspapers, 
our Facebook pages and on our 
website. Occasionally, we do receive 
letters to the editor or comments on 
our stories that I do not allow. 

In doing so, I have been accused 
of violating the First Amendment. 
Again, not true. The First Amend-
ment only applies to the government. 
Government is not allowed to stifle 
free speech. Private companies, like 
The World and like Facebook and 
Twitter, can make their own rules. In 
fact, we are required to make our own 
rules. If private companies allow peo-
ple to say things that are slanderous 
or dangerous, we can be held liable. 
So yes, we do limit a small amount of 
speech on things we control.

Having said that, I will always 
lean toward allowing speech that 
can easily be found offensive. The 
First Amendment, in fact most of the 

U.S. Constitution, exists to protect 
the minority. The First Amendment 
exists to protect the most offensive 
speech that exists.

It’s easy to allow someone to say 
things that are popular. It’s easy to 

allow speech that isn’t 
offensive. The Consti-
tution kicks in when 
speech crosses from 
popular to offensive. 
When Westboro Bap-
tist Church protests 
funerals, that speech is 
offensive, but it is legal. 
The words they use are 
intended to incite anger, 
but when standing on 
public sidewalks or 
public roads, there is 
little that can be done 
to limit them. 

Because of the 
First Amendment, the 

government has no right to limit 
even the most offensive speech. But 
private companies do. So, no, Face-
book and Twitter and others are not 
violating the U.S. Constitution by 
deciding who can and who cannot 
use their sites. Ultimately, if they go 
too far, it will impact their business 
and their bottom line. That’s a risk 
every private business takes when 
deciding who and who not to serve.

At The World and every other 
paper in Country Media, our goal is to 
allow as much speech as possible. We 
allow people to say things we don’t 
agree with. We allow letters and com-
ments that are not always popular. But 
we also reserve the right to say “no” 
if we think something goes too far. 
That’s the case with our stories, our 
letters and even our advertisements. 

My personal policy has always 
been pretty simple. No letters or 
stories can attack private individuals 
or private businesses. If someone 
chooses to be in the public sector 
by running for elected office, they 
become mostly fair game. We have 
allowed and we will allow letters that 
question decisions made by presi-
dents, county commissioners, mayors 
and council members. Those individ-
uals chose to be in the public light. 

A small business owner, an 
appointed government official and 
others in the private sector deserve 
a little more protection so we have 
and we will limit what can be said 
about them. 

I will always fight to protect the 
First Amendment and the right for 
people to speak freely. I understand 
in doing so, much of that speech 
might be offensive and something 
I wholeheartedly disagree with. 
Offensive speech is free speech, but 
there are limits.

Questioning COVID priorities
Recent COVID death rates make 

me wonder if Governor Brown’s 
lockdowns are a vanity project, an 
attempt to imitate the draconian 
lockdown policies of New York 
and California, that have far more 
COVID deaths. 

The numbers I used are sev-
en-day averages for every state, 
found on covidtracking.com. They 
express COVID deaths per million 
residents (pM). On January 10, 
New York’s COVID death rate 
was 8.8 pM, California’s was 11.4, 
Florida’s 6.3, and – drumroll! – 
Oregon’s was 2.1 pM, which may 
well be the country’s lowest.  

When Governor Cuomo locked 
down high-death-rate New York, 
he mentioned that 1.4% of his 
state’s COVID infections were 
traceable to restaurants. There’s no 
reason to think Oregon restaurants 
are any more contagious. But that 
tiny percentage caused Cuomo to 
put thousands of restaurants out of 
business while causing thousands 
of unnecessary COVID deaths 
in the state’s nursing homes, by 
forcing them to accept COVID 
patients. Nursing homes shelter 
the most vulnerable: old folks with 
“underlying conditions” like heart 
disease, diabetes and cancer. In 
military jargon, New York’s nurs-
ing homes were a “target-rich envi-
ronment” for the COVID bug, and 
Cuomo should have locked their 
doors instead of the restaurants’.  

California has even more draco-
nian lockdowns, and a higher death 
rate too. 

But in Florida, Governor de San-
tis has kept restaurants open since 
April 2020, although Floridians do 
wear masks where it makes sense. 
Florida’s death rate is lower than 
New York’s and California’s. 

But lockdown-obsessed Ore-

gon’s death rate on January 10 was 
the lowest of all! 

Who can say whether lockdowns 
contain COVID? The numbers 
are all over the place. More to the 
point, Brown’s on-again-off-again 
lockdowns are killing Oregon’s 
restaurants. A restaurant is not a 
car, where all you have to do is turn 
the key and it runs like before. My 
38 years in the business (I retired 6 
years ago) taught me that.

In medicine, a good rule is 
“Don’t Make The Cure Worse 
Than the Disease.” When people 
lose their livelihoods, idleness and 
depression lead to drink, drugs and 
violence. It should be no surprise 
that drug overdose deaths are sky-
rocketing. 

Wim DeVriend
Coos Bay

Teachers should not be high 
on vaccine list

Please, citizens be aware. Feder-
al Government Health and Human 
Services Secretary Alex Azar 
announced directions for states 
to now vaccinate anyone over 65 
years of age and older plus anyone 
with health related problems. 

And where is our Oregon gov-
ernment still standing? To foolishly 
insist on inoculating teachers first? 
Even when the students (including 
college students!) would still be 
vulnerable to both catching and 
spreading the virus to other stu-
dents, friends, and family?

This, while many teachers are 
openly showing fear and trepida-
tion about going back to classes 
until WE ALL are inoculated. 
Governor Brown and the Oregon 
government are blatantly WRONG 
in this decision. CRIMINALLY 
wrong! Lives will be lost! Is two or 
three more months of earlier school 
opening so necessary as to sacrifice 

our vulnerable older, far, far more 
vulnerable seniors? Is this what we 
have come to?

This new National vaccine prior-
ity has been established by a large 
scientific input designed to save 
lives first. To slow, and hopeful-
ly stop the HORRENDOUS and 
unnecessary loss of lives. What 
good is it to have a small group of 
teachers safely standing around, 
when the schools are shut down 
once again because of students 
continuing to carry and spread the 
virus?

Follow the science. It is not too 
late to change the inoculation prior-
ities and save lives and unimag-
inable suffering.

Contact the governor, local rep-
resentatives, and health providers. 

Debra Bankler
North Bend

Spread of misinformation on 
election has gone too far

Conspiracies are ruining the 
lives of innocent people world-
wide, that much is nothing new; 
it's when you "know it from inside 
their delusions" and see them not 
ever change after 18 years since 
first meeting, seeing others that 
one Conspiracy Theorist has so 
negatively affected, I have grave 
concerns with the Mental Health 
of our Nation, after reviewing 
News from Fox's own Greg Gut-
feld two evenings ago on Janu-
ary 9, I am more than outraged, 
way beyond furious that Truth in 
Journalism has gone completely 
by the wayside, where these newer 
"forums" are concerned. How they 
are allowed to continue to mislead 
people about the 2020 Election 
should be CRIMINAL. Trump 
Lost.

Corinne Bell
Port Orford

Guest Opinion

By SALLy C. PIPES

Bashing drug companies, long 
a bipartisan pastime, reached a 
fever pitch when President Trump 
recently announced a new federal 
rule aimed at slashing the prices 
Medicare pays for some lifesaving 
medications.

Republicans and Democrats 
alike are stuck on the idea that the 
best way to reduce our nation's 
healthcare bill is to impose price 
controls on drugs. Pharmaceutical 
companies make for convenient 
scapegoats. But they're not to 
blame for runaway healthcare 
spending. In fact, new medica-
tions are among the most effec-
tive ways to rein health spending 
in.

The United States spent $335 
billion on prescription drugs 
in 2018, according to the most 
recent data from the Centers for 
Medicare and Medicaid Services. 
That may sound like a lot. But it 
represents just 9 percent of the 
nation's health bill, which totaled 
$3.6 trillion.

In fact, prescription drugs ac-
count for a smaller share of overall 
health spending in the United 
States than in other developed 
countries.

The majority of our healthcare 
dollars — 53 percent, or nearly 
$2 trillion — go to hospitals and 
doctors.

Drug spending is also growing 
more slowly than spending on 
hospital and physician care. Annual 
prescription drug spending was 
2.5 percent in 2018. Hospital and 
physician spending increased 4.5 
percent and 4.1 percent, respec-
tively.

What's more, a tiny share of 
Americans accounts for the bulk 
of prescription drug spending. 
In 2016, according to a study by 
the pharmacy benefit manager 
Express Scripts, 0.3 percent of 
the U.S. population accounted 
for 20 percent of all spending on 
prescription medications. Some 83 
percent of people in the study had 
annual drug costs of $1,000 or less 
— including the 32 percent who 
spent nothing.

Further, the value provided by a 
prescription drug often far surpass-
es its price. Consider Sovaldi, a 
hepatitis C medication developed 
by Gilead Sciences and approved 
by the U.S. Food and Drug Ad-
ministration in 2013. Its initial cost 
was $84,000 for a 12-week course 
of treatment.

Sounds expensive, right? But 
Sovaldi actually cures many viral 
strains of hepatitis C. A one-time 
$84,000 expense could be much 
cheaper than the long-term costs 
associated with treating the condi-
tion, which can run in the hundreds 
of thousands of dollars and require 
a liver transplant. Thousands of 

people are currently waiting for 
donor livers.

Suddenly, Sovaldi looks like a 
good deal. It's a money-saver as 
well as a life-saver. No wonder 
60,000 Americans opted for it in 
the first 30 weeks it was avail-
able.

Prescription drugs also re-
duce overall health spending by 
empowering people to manage 
chronic conditions — and thereby 
avoid the need for costly acute 
care. One study found that over 
five years, a daily dose of statin 
for people at risk of cardiovas-
cular disease reduced hospital 
admissions for vascular events by 
20 percent.

That's an argument for devoting 
more of our resources to prescrip-
tion drugs, not less. 

Simply put, prescription drug 
costs aren't a problem. They're a 
bargain. Cutting-edge pharma-
ceuticals have been saving lives 
and actually helping keep a lid 
on our nation's health bill for 
decades.

Sally C. Pipes is President, 
CEO, and Thomas W. Smith Fellow 
in Health Care Policy at the Pacific 
Research Institute. Her latest book 
is False Premise, False Promise: 
The Disastrous Reality of Medicare 
for All (Encounter 2020). Follow 
her on Twitter @sallypipes. This 
piece originally ran in the Wash-
ington Times.

Missing the target on      
prescription drug costs
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DEAR ABBY: My husband and I are both en-
listed Army (he -- 20 years, two Iraq deployments; 
I -- 15 years, one Iraq deployment). We met in the 
service and have been married for 10 years. 

Three years after our wedding, my husband told 
me he was no longer physically attracted to me. It 
hurt. A lot. It has been seven years since that day, 
and we're still together. I don't feel loved, appreci-
ated or valued. I'm a logic-driven person. Emotions 
don't come easy for me. I have always been open 
about my thoughts and feelings, even the painful 
ones. 

Since that day, I resent him, and I have told him 
such. He doesn't understand why I can't just "get 
over it" and continue to live our lives. He has re-
fused therapy multiple times. I don't have a family 
of my own, and we have no children together. Must 
I appreciate the friendship we have, or is it time to 
push for a meet-in-the-middle resolution? -- UN-
APPRECIATED IN PENNSYLVANIA

DEAR UNAPPRECIATED: That you would 
feel resentment after what your husband told you is 
normal. It appears that intimacy is either unimport-
ant to him, or he is finding it elsewhere. 

Your self-esteem may be below ground level, 
but you have a right to be able to feel loved, appre-
ciated and valued. Since you are receiving none of 
those, there is no "meeting in the middle." Where 
you need to meet is a lawyer's office so you can 
officially end a marriage that died seven years ago.

DEAR ABBY: My dad has never been great 
at communicating. I'm the only one who seems to 
communicate with him, even though I'm across the 
country. Over the last few years, until recently, his 
new wife, "Dorie," helped to bridge the gap. I loved 
having Dad around even if it was second hand from 
her.

When my aunt, his sister, died suddenly, some-
how I was appointed to write the obituary. Having 
never written one, I inadvertently omitted Dorie's 
name in the article. She became enraged and defen-
sive. I apologized, but I also showed my teeth a bit 
because she was so rude about an honest mistake. 
Now communication with Dad is as strained as 
it was before. I think she screens and answers his 
messages, so I'm unsure if it's him replying. 

Dad was sick recently, and she didn't bother to 
tell me. I learned about it through Facebook. I'm a 
nice person, but she really upset me. I have already 
apologized and explained it was a mistake. I want 
a relationship with my dad. Should I apologize 
again? -- FRUSTRATED DAUGHTER IN THE 
WEST

DEAR DAUGHTER: Yes. Apologize for 
reacting the way you did (showing your teeth) 
after the obituary "disaster." Dorie's feelings were 
already hurt because of your omission. If you can, 
smooth over what happened. However, recognize 
that your relationship with your father didn't make 
him a better communicator. You were keeping tabs 
on him through the efforts of his wife.

DEAR ABBY By Abigail Van Buren

COUPLE REACHES A STALEMATE IN 
MARRIAGE WITHOUT INTIMACY
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OBITUARIES

Ernest D. Warren, 74, of 
Bandon, died January 8, 2021 
in Bandon. Arrangements are 
under the direction of Amling 
Schroeder Funeral Service, 
Bandon.

Richard DuWayne 
Neuharth, 60, of Coos Bay, 
passed away January 10, 2021 
in Coos Bay. Arrangements 
are under the care of Coos 
Bay Chapel,541-267-3131 
www.coosbayareafunerals.
com

Billy B. Gose, 67, of North 
Bend, passed away on Jan-
uary 9, 2021 in North Bend. 
Arrangements are under the 
care of North Bend Chapel, 
541-756-0440.

Gilbert Atencio, 90, of 
Coos Bay, passed away on 
January 3, 2021 in Coos Bay. 
Arrangements are under the 
care of North Bend Chapel, 
541-756-0440.

Kassandra Gerard, 54, 
of Coos Bay, died January 8, 
2021 in Coquille.  Arrange-
ments are under the direction 
of Amling Schroeder Funeral 
Service, Coquille

DEATH 
NOTICES

Lois Marie Wharton
August 18, 1933 – January 7, 2021

A graveside service for 
Lois Marie Wharton, 87, 
of Coos Bay will be held 
at 2pm, Saturday, January 
16, 2021 at Sunset Memo-
rial Park, 63060 Millington 
Frontage Road in Coos Bay.

Lois was born August 18, 
1933 in Canadian, Texas, 
to Samuel Finus and Grace 

Caroline (Smith) Stump. She 
passed away January 7, 2021 
in Salem.

Lois moved to Harper, 
Oregon in 1934. She married 
Tom Wharton in 1950 and 
together they raised four chil-
dren. The family moved to 
Coos Bay in 1968 and called 
Coos Bay “home” for over 
48 years.  Lois worked at the 
Pony Village Payless store 
from 1969 to 1985. She loved 
to travel, seeing much of the 
United States in retirement.

She leaves behind her 
son, Jerry and wife, Laura of 
Hauser; daughters, Pennie 
Walter of Salem, Peggy 
Porter and husband, Preston 

of Salem, C. Jeanie Stafford 
and husband, Dave from 
Gig Harbor, Washington; as 
well as 13 grandchildren; 28 
great-grandchildren and 2 
due this spring.

Lois was preceded in death 
by her husband, Tom and 
granddaughter, Lacey.

Memorial contributions in 
Lois’ name may be made to 
the Hauser Fire Department, 
93622 Viking Lane, North 
Bend, OR 97459

Arrangements are under 
the care of Coos Bay Chapel, 
541-267-3131. Friends and 
family are encouraged to sign 
the online guestbook at www.
coosbayareafunerals.com

Dale Yager
October 30, 1927 – January 7, 2021

At this time no formal 
services will be held for 
longtime Coquille resident, 
Dale D. Yager who died 
January 7, 2021 in Coquille 
at the age of 93.

Dale was born October 30, 
1927 in Crofton, Nebraska, 
the son of Clifford & Cather-
ine (Halla) Yager.

He was raised and edu-
cated in Nebraska until the 

age of 15 when his family 
moved to Salem.  Follow-
ing school he served in the 
Merchant Marines and Coast 
Guard. 

He married Jackie Kopp 
and they had seven children 
together. 

He mined in Idaho, 
worked on the railroad 
in Washington, owned a 
concrete business in Salem 
and then moved to Coquille 
where he worked for Georgia 
Pacific for 33 years until his 
retirement in 1990.

After his first wife, Jackie 
passed he married Norma 
Jean in 1990 and they shared 
the past 30 years.

He was a member of the 
Coquille Valley Elks Lodge 
BPOE 1935, he enjoyed 
hunting, golf, woodworking 
and poured A LOT of con-

crete for family and friends.
In addition to his wife, 

Norma Jean, Dale is survived 
by his children, Randy Yager, 
Brenda Barkhurst, Kathy 
Drake, Sandra and Dave 
Emerson, Deb and Dave 
Hite, Rick Yager, Linda and 
Dave Esteves; six grandchil-
dren; six great-grandchildren; 
step-sons, Kent and Mary 
Beth McCue, Craig and Lauri 
McCue and Kurt and Jen 
McCue; numerous nieces and 
nephews. 

He was preceded in death 
by his first wife, Jackie; par-
ents; two sisters; one brother 
and his beloved Bandit.

Friends may offer condo-
lences online at westrumfu-
neralservice.com.  Arrange-
ments are under the direction 
of Amling Schroeder Funeral 
Service, Coquille.

Nancy Jean Williams
January 15, 1947 – December 2, 2020

Beloved Nancy Jean Wil-
liams was a tender and nurtur-
ing member of our family and 
community. She unexpectedly 
passed away on December 2 
2020 of heart complications 
at the age of 73. She was born 
January 15, 1947. Nancy 
experienced a life enveloped 
with love surrounded by fami-
ly and friends. 

She is survived by mother, 
Ethel Williamson, whom Nan-
cy had loved and cared for 
over ten years in their home. 

Allen Williams, her husband, 
they found love and were 
married in 1963. They started 
a family in North Bend, 
three children coming one 
year apart nearly to the day. 
Bobbie Sotin and husband 
David, Leon Williams, Tina 
Woomer and husband Jeffrey. 
Five grandchildren, Geanna 
Berrier RN, Kristin Woomer 
Pharm D,  Erica Marsh RN, 
Victoria Wharton CNA and 
Willow Williams; and 10 
great grandchildren. Preceded 

in death was her grandson, 
Leon A. Williams Jr.

Nancy took joy in spend-
ing time with her family as 
well as her dogs. She was a 
crafter, and crocheted afghan 
blankets for nursing homes. 
She loved to READ books 
and Yell & Play BINGO with 
family and friends. Nancy 
was an astounding wife, 
daughter, mother, grand-
mother, great grandmother, 
aunt and friend. May she rest 
in peace.

Clatie Bliss Smith
April 14, 1937 – January 3, 2021 

Clatie Bliss Smith went 
home to be with his Lord and 
Savior on January 3, 2021. 
He died at home from natural 
causes. Clatie was born in 
Sharon, Oklahoma on April 
14, 1937.  His parents were 
Wayne and Ruby Smith.  Clat-
ie resided on Langlois Moun-
tain for more than 60 years of 
his life. Clatie married Ona 
Elizabeth Isenhart on June 27, 
1959. Clatie and Ona were 
involved with Camp Fircroft 
donating theirland, their time 
and money. They were both 
very generous.

Clatie went out of his way 
to help those in need, he 
sometimes cut and delivered 

firewood to individuals that 
needed help or were strug-
gling. He also picked up 
food for the Langlois food 
bank and made certain that 
everything was stored prop-
erly so it would be in the best 
shape for recipients. Clatie 
was always willing to lend a 
hand, he helped set up chairs 
and tables for many Langlois 
Community Church events.  
Clatie was Sunday School 
Superintendent for several 
years and he taught the high 
school Sunday school class 
for a while. 

Clatie worked at Tuckers 
Sawmill for many years 
providing additional income 
for his family as he built a 
cattle and sheep ranch. He 
took pride in maintaining 
his ranch and taking care of 
the animals. One of Clatie’s 
many strengths was teaching 
his kids, grandkids, nephews, 
and other teenagers good 
work ethics. No matter the 
task at hand whether it be 
building fences, working in 
the hay or with animals he 
believed in doing it right the 
first time! He also enjoyed 
fishing and family fun time, 

he never let snow or rain 
keep him from a fishing trip. 
The family gathered at Dia-
mond Lake each year to fish 
right up to his last summer in 
2020.  He taught his grand-
kids to fish, which they still 
enjoy to this day. 

Clatie loved old hymns 
and country music.  He 
amazed his family and 
friends with his ability to 
whistle gloriously to just 
about any tune presented.

Clatie was preceded in 
death by his wife, Ona Eliz-
abeth Smith; his sisters, De-
loras Duringer, Gloria Owen, 
and Marcella Garboden; 
foster son, Tom Millard; and 
grandson, Clayton Millard. 

Clatie is survived by his 
brother, Larry Smith; his 
daughters, Cindy Henson and 
Kathy DeTurk; his daughter-
in-law, Marjie Millard; his 
grandchildren, Jonathan De-
Turk, Bethany DeTurk, Jason 
DeTurk, Kristina DeTurk, 
Matthew DeTurk, and Katie 
Millard; and many cousins, 
nieces, nephews, and friends.

A memorial celebration 
will be scheduled at a later 
date. 

Gertrude Tiani (Forsman) Palmer

Gertrude Tiani (Forsman) 
Palmer went to be with the 
Lord on December 30, 2020, 
from complication due to the 
Covid.

She is survived by her 
children, Kathleen Collier, 
Linda and Bob Spencer, 
Cynthia Palmer, Paul 
Palmer, Roxanne and 
Glynn McCready, Rebecca 
and Steve Kodecas, and 
David Palmer; 13 grand-
children and 15 great 
grandchildren.

She had many interests. 

She took us hiking to the 
ocean, swimming at the 
lake, and camping all over 
the great North West in 
Oregon. She grew up in 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, 
next door to her husband, 
Robert L. Palmer. They 
came out west to Oregon 
and set up housekeeping. 
Mom led her children to 
the Lord and we are thank-
ful. She will be missed by 
many.

No services scheduled 
until August 14, 2021.

Kathleen Crawford Pearson

Kathleen Crawford Pear-
son, 75, of Coos Bay, passed 
away suddenly on January 3, 
2021 at Riverbend Hospital 
in Eugene.

Kathleen was born in 
Roseburg, in 1945, to Arthur 

and Lillian Crawford. After 
graduating from Grant High 
School in 1963, she went on 
to study at Oregon College 
of Education, receiving her 
bachelor's degree in Edu-
cation and her master's in 
special education.

While there she met Ron-
ald Pearson and they wed in 
1967. The couple went on to 
have two daughters, Jennifer 
and Lillian. Kathleen lived in 
Oregon, Illinois (twice), Con-
necticut, and Idaho, before 
finally moving back to settle 

in Oregon.
After retiring in 1999, 

Kathleen enjoyed genealogy, 
making jewelry, exploring 
the outdoors, and spending 
time with her family.

Kathleen was preceded in 
death by her parents, Arthur 
and Lillian Crawford; and her 
sister, MaryAnn Viskov. She 
is survived by her husband, 
Ronald; daughters, Jenni-
fer (Tim) Novotny, Lillian 
(Greg) Erb; and grandchil-
dren, Noelle, Jacob, Abigail, 
and Nicholas.

Merle Mary Haney
May 3, 1931 – December 10, 2020

Merle Mary Haney was 
born May 3, 1931 in North 
Bend and passed away 
December 10, 2020 in Coos 
Bay.  Born to Roscoe and 
Katy Anderson of Coquille.  
After moving, Merle attend-
ed Charleston Elementary 
School and graduated from 
Coquille High School in 
1949.  

Merle graduated from Sa-
cred Heart School of Nursing 

in Eugene, as a Registered 
Nurse.  Merle tended to thou-
sands of patients in her career 
starting at Keizer Brothers 
Hospital in North Bend, Mast 
Hospital in Myrtle Point, 
Lower Umpqua Hospital in 
Reedsport and finally retiring 
from Bay Area Hospital in 
Coos Bay.  At her retirement 
she was Nursing Supervisor 
on the Orthopedic and Surgi-
cal unit at BAH.  

Merle met John Ashton 
Haney while in Nursing 
School and they married in 
1953.  They were married 
47 years until his death in 
2000.  Merle and John raised 
daughter, Kathleen and son, 
Michael in North Bend.  
Merle will be remembered as 
a warm hearted person that 
loved her family.  Merle loved 
gardening, camping, watching 
the wildlife in her yard, and 
any holiday spent with family.  

Merle was preceded in 

death by her parents; hus-
band, John; son, Michael; and 
sister, Helen Cardwell.  Merle 
is survived by her daughter, 
Kathleen “Kat” Hashberger; 
daughters-in-law, Stanna 
Hashberger and Maxine 
Shultz; grandson, Michael 
and wife, Darrah Hashberger; 
great grandchildren, Lilly 
and Trenton; grandson, Lucas 
and wife, Emily Hashberger; 
great grandchildren, Evelyn 
and Desmond.  Merle is also 
survived by nephew, James 
and wife Veta Bush, their son, 
Andrew and wife, Christi-
na; and special friend, Paul 
Sidebottom.  

The Family would like to 
thank the following:  Dr. At-
luri and BAH for the wonder-
ful care given to Merle, along 
with Dr. Crane and the Senior 
Life Solutions Program at 
Coquille Valley Hospital.

At Merle’s request no 
services will be held.
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Donald Leroy Bunyard
July 1, 1928 – January 1, 2021

OBITUARIES

Guy A. Stokes
July 6, 1947 – January 1, 2021

Guy A. Stokes, 73, passed 
away of natural causes on 

January 1, 2021, at his home 
in Damascus, Oregon. 

He was born July 6, 1947, 
in Gold Beach, Oregon, and 
graduated from Gold Beach 
High School in 1965.

A member of Phi Beta 
Kappa, he graduated summa 
cum laude from the Uni-
versity of Oregon. He was 
awarded a Fulbright Fellow-
ship and four-year scholar-
ship to UC Irvine, but was 
instead drafted by the army 
to serve in the Vietnam War 
as a meteorologist.

After the war, he earned 
his Juris Doctor from the 
University of Oregon and 

moved to Coos Bay, Oregon, 
where he practiced law for 25 
years.

Guy was preceded in death 
by his parents, Harold and 
Alyce Stokes. He is survived 
by his four daughters: Molly 
Laird and Caitlin Day of Coos 
Bay, Emily Kohler of Damas-
cus, and Shauna Llewellyn 
of Kuna, ID; and his eight 
grandchildren: Dougan, Ma-
son, Isaiah, and Grace Laird; 
Oscar and Roxy Day; and 
Abby and Jack Kohler.

The family will have a 
closed memorial.

*Obituary printed as sub-
mitted.

Elena Thornton
September 1, 1933 – January 4, 2021

The Thornton family is 
sad to report the passing of 

its matriarch, Elena. She was 
a devoted daughter, sister, 
wife, mother, grandmother, 
and great grandmother. 
Beautiful, smart, funny, 
generous, and loving, she 
was one of 8 children and a 
mother to 5. Married to her 
husband Lewis for 50 years, 
until his passing in 2016, 
theirs was a truly inspiring 
love that few witness let 
alone attain.

Now that they are reunited, 
they're dancing together once 
again. The Thornton family, 
Vargas family, and countless 

friends who are more like 
family will mourn her loss, 
but we rejoice in her freedom 
and her reunion with those 
who have gone before her. Be 
assured that she and Lewis 
are raising their glasses and 
repeating the words they've 
spoken for so many years... 
"Salud, amor, dinero y tiem-
po para gozar!"  

Friends may offer condo-
lences online at westrumfu-
neralservice.com.  Arrange-
ments are under the direction 
of Amling Schroeder Funeral 
Service, Bandon.

A memorial service for 
Donald Leroy Bunyard, 92, 
of Coos Bay, will be held on-
line at 2pm, Sunday, January 
17. For more information, 
please contact Coos Bay 
Chapel, 541-267-3131.

Donald was born July 
1, 1928 in Burns, Oregon 
to Roy and Iva Bunyard. 
He passed away January 1, 
2021 in the presence of his 
family.

He attended grade school 
and high school in Burns, 
graduating in 1946. During 
the war years, Don played 
lead trumpet in a small dance 
band called, “The Victory 
Band”, playing for bond 
rallies in eastern Oregon. 
Don attended the University 
of Oregon, graduating with a 
bachelor’s degree in 1950.

On August 6, 1950, he 
married his childhood sweet-
heart, Corrine Joyce Reinert-
son. Together they had three 
children, Lorie Ann, Douglas 
Wayne and Susan Jean.

In the fall of 1950, he 

was hired by the Coos Bay 
School District to teach En-
glish, Geography and Math-
ematics at Marshfield High 
School. While at Marshfield, 
he organized a rifle team, of-
fering students the opportuni-
ty to participate in small bore 
rifle competitions. During 
this time, he was a member 
of the Bay Rifle Club, and 
participated in competitive 
rifle shooting throughout 
the state, winning numerous 
medals and trophies, includ-
ing placing 2nd in the State 
of Oregon Championship in 
Bend.

After receiving his Master 
of Education degree in 
1954, Don helped establish 
the Guidance and Counsel-
ing Program for Coos Bay 
School District 9 and became 
the head counselor at MHS 
until 1966 when he was 
appointed Vice Principal. In 
1979, Don started the Com-
munity Experience for Career 
Education program (CE2), 
an alternative school for 
students who were in danger 
of dropping out. Don retired 
from the district in 1983, 
after 32 ½ years of teaching, 
counseling, and administra-
tion.

Upon retiring, Don started 
a consulting business, “Edu-
cation Consulting of Ore-
gon”, in which he contracted 
with the South Coast Educa-
tion Service District to help 
establish alternative learning 
programs in several Coos 
County schools. He also 
contracted with Southwestern 

Oregon Community College, 
helping college instructors 
develop effective teaching 
techniques.

Don was an avid golfer 
and belonged to the Coos 
Country Club. He enjoyed 
flying radio-controlled model 
airplanes and joined the Bay 
Area Radio Control Fliers, 
eventually becoming the 
editor of their newsletter, 
Flightline.   He also loved 
photography, camping, trav-
eling, fishing, and walking 
for exercise. When he was in 
his 50s, he ran several times 
in the annual Prefontaine Me-
morial Run.

Don was a long-time mem-
ber of Gloria Dei Lutheran 
Church in Coos Bay, where 
he loved to photograph spe-
cial events for the congrega-
tion. 

Don is survived by daugh-
ters, Lorie Bunyard and 
Susan Leedom; son-in-law, 
Mark Leedom; 6 grandchil-
dren and 12 great grandchil-
dren.

He was preceded in death 
by his parents; his half-broth-
er; two half-sisters; his 
son, Douglas; and his wife, 
Corrine.

Memorial contributions 
may be made to Gloria Dei 
Lutheran Church, 1290 
Thompson Road, Coos Bay, 
OR 97420.

Arrangements are under 
the care of Coos Bay Chapel, 
541-267-3131. Friends and 
family are encouraged to sign 
the online guestbook at www.
coosbayareafunerals.com

Jason Dean Forrest
January 11, 1978 – December 7, 2020

Jason Dean Forrest was 
born January 11, 1978 to Carl 
Dean and Valorie Fawn For-
rest (Edde) in Nampa, Idaho.  
Jason passed on December 
7, 2020, due to complica-
tions from a heart attack in 
February.

Jason grew up in Nampa 
until 1991 when he moved 
to Coos Bay. A proud Pirate, 
he was a star on the football 
field and graduated from 
Marshfield High School in 
1996. In 1998, he moved 
back to Nampa. Jason lived 
his life in the fast lane, and 
desert endurance racing 
became his passion, starting 
the Owyhee Outlaws and 
dominating his class. Careers 
varied from construction, to 
the oil fields of North Dakota 
and back to construction.

In 2005, Jason met the 
love of his life, Jaimie Stein, 
and in 2008 and 2010, they 
had two beautiful little girls. 
If you met Jason, you would 
remember him. His person-
ality shined through any 
crowd and made an impact 
on your life, which is evi-
dent by his many long term 
friendships.

Jason is survived by his 
wife, Jaimie; daughters, 
Autumn and Jama; mother, 
Valorie Forrest of Caldwell; 
father, Carl Forrest of Aums-
ville, Oregon; brother, Lance 
Forrest of Caldwell; longtime 
friend and brother, Mike 
Siftsoff of Coos Bay; as well 

as many other family and 
friends.  You will be missed 
by many.

Special thanks to Hospice 
and the LDS church. Local 
services will be held later this 
year.

Trump impeached for 
second time, charged 
with inciting insurrection

WASHINGTON (AP) — 
President Donald Trump was 
impeached by the U.S. House 
for a historic second time, 
charged with “incitement of 
insurrection” over the deadly 
mob siege of the U.S. Cap-
itol in a swift and stunning 
collapse of his final days in 
office.

With the Capitol secured 
by armed National Guard 
troops inside and out, the 
House voted 232-197 on 
Wednesday to impeach 
Trump. The proceedings 
moved at lightning speed, 
with lawmakers voting just 
one week after violent pro-
Trump loyalists stormed the 
Capitol, egged on by the 
president’s calls for them to 
“fight like hell” against the 
election results.

Ten Republicans fled 
Trump, joining Democrats 
who said he needed to be 
held accountable and warned 
ominously of a “clear and 
present danger” if Congress 
should leave him unchecked 
before Democrat Joe Biden’s 
inauguration Jan. 20.

Trump is the only U.S. 
president to be twice im-
peached. It was the most 
bipartisan presidential im-
peachment in modern times, 
more so than against Bill 
Clinton in 1998.

The Capitol insurrection 
stunned and angered lawmak-
ers, who were sent scram-
bling for safety as the mob 
descended, and it revealed 
the fragility of the nation’s 
history of peaceful trans-
fers of power. The riot also 
forced a reckoning among 
some Republicans, who have 
stood by Trump throughout 
his presidency and largely 
allowed him to spread false 
attacks against the integrity 
of the 2020 election.

House Speaker Nancy 
Pelosi invoked Abraham Lin-
coln and the Bible, imploring 
lawmakers to uphold their 
oath to defend the Constitu-
tion from all enemies, foreign 
“and domestic.”

She said of Trump: “He 
must go, he is a clear and 
present danger to the nation 
that we all love.”

Holed up at the White 
House, watching the pro-
ceedings on TV, Trump later 
released a video statement in 
which he made no mention 
at all of the impeachment but 
appealed to his supporters to 
refrain from any further vio-
lence or disruption of Biden's 
inauguration.

“Like all of you, I was 
shocked and deeply saddened 
by the calamity at the Capitol 
last week," he said, his first 
condemnation of the attack. 
He appealed for unity “to 
move forward” and said, 
"Mob violence goes against 
everything I believe in and 
everything our movement 
stands for. ... No true sup-
porter of mine could ever 
disrespect law enforcement.”

Trump was first impeached 
by the House in 2019 over 
his dealings with Ukraine, 
but the Senate voted in 2020 
acquit. He is the first presi-
dent to be impeached twice. 
None has been convicted by 
the Senate, but Republicans 
said Wednesday that could 
change in the rapidly shifting 
political environment as of-
ficeholders, donors, big busi-
ness and others peel away 
from the defeated president.

Biden said in a statement 
after the vote that it was his 

hope the Senate leadership 
“will find a way to deal with 
their Constitutional responsi-
bilities on impeachment while 
also working on the other ur-
gent business of this nation.”

The soonest Republican 
Senate leader Mitch McCon-
nell would start an impeach-
ment trial is next Tuesday, 
the day before Trump is 
already set to leave the White 
House, McConnell's office 
said. The legislation is also 
intended to prevent Trump 
from ever running again.

McConnell believes Trump 
committed impeachable 
offenses and considers the 
Democrats’ impeachment 
drive an opportunity to 
reduce the divisive, chaotic 
president’s hold on the GOP, 
a Republican strategist told 
The Associated Press on 
Wednesday.

McConnell told major 
donors over the weekend 
that he was through with 
Trump, said the strategist, 
who demanded anonymity 
to describe McConnell’s 
conversations.

In a note to colleagues 
Wednesday, McConnell said 
he had “not made a final de-
cision on how I will vote.”

Unlike his first time, 
Trump faces this impeach-
ment as a weakened leader, 
having lost his own reelec-
tion as well as the Senate 
Republican majority.

Even Trump ally Kevin 
McCarthy, the House Re-
publican leader, shifted his 
position and said Wednesday 
the president bears responsi-
bility for the horrifying day 
at the Capitol.

In making a case for the 
“high crimes and misde-
meanors” demanded in the 
Constitution, the four-page 
impeachment resolution 
approved Wednesday relies 
on Trump’s own incendiary 
rhetoric and the falsehoods 
he spread about Biden’s 
election victory, including at 
a rally near the White House 
on the day of the Jan. 6 attack 
on the Capitol.

A Capitol Police officer 
died from injuries suffered 
in the riot, and police shot 
and killed a woman during 
the siege. Three other people 
died in what authorities said 
were medical emergencies. 
The riot delayed the tally of 
Electoral College votes that 
was the last step in finalizing 
Biden’s victory.

Ten Republican lawmak-
ers, including third-ranking 
House GOP leader Liz 
Cheney of Wyoming, voted 
to impeach Trump, cleaving 
the Republican leadership, 
and the party itself.

Cheney, whose father is 
the former Republican vice 
president, said of Trump's 
actions summoning the mob 
that "there has never been a 
greater betrayal by a Presi-
dent” of his office.

Trump was said to be livid 
with perceived disloyalty 
from McConnell and Cheney.

With the team around 
Trump hollowed out and his 
Twitter account silenced by 
the social media company, 
the president was deeply 
frustrated that he could not 
hit back, according to White 
House officials and Republi-
cans close to the West Wing 
who weren’t authorized to 
speak publicly about private 
conversations.

From the White House, 
Trump leaned on Sen. 

Lindsey Graham of South 
Carolina to push Republi-
can senators to resist, while 
chief of staff Mark Meadows 
called some of his former 
colleagues on Capitol Hill.

The president’s sturdy 
popularity with the GOP 
lawmakers’ constituents still 
had some sway, and most 
House Republicans voted not 
to impeach.

Security was exceptionally 
tight at the Capitol, with tall 
fences around the complex. 
Metal-detector screenings 
were required for lawmakers 
entering the House chamber, 
where a week earlier law-
makers huddled inside as 
police, guns drawn, barricad-
ed the door from rioters.

“We are debating this 
historic measure at a crime 
scene,” said Rep. Jim Mc-
Govern, D-Mass.

During the debate, some 
Republicans repeated the 
falsehoods spread by Trump 
about the election and argued 
that the president has been 
treated unfairly by Demo-
crats from the day he took 
office.

Other Republicans argued 
the impeachment was a 
rushed sham and complained 
about a double standard 
applied to his supporters but 
not to the liberal left. Some 
simply appealed for the na-
tion to move on.

Rep. Tom McClintock 
of California said, “Every 
movement has a lunatic 
fringe."

Yet Democratic Rep. Jason 
Crow, D-Colo. and others 
recounted the harrowing day 
as rioters pounded on the 
chamber door trying to break 
in. Some called it a “coup” 
attempt.

Rep. Maxine Waters, 
D-Calif., contended that 
Trump was “capable of start-
ing a civil war.”

Conviction and removal 
of Trump would require a 
two-thirds vote in the Senate, 
which will be evenly divided. 
Republican Sen. Pat Toomey 
of Pennsylvania joined Sen. 
Lisa Murkowski of Alaska 
over the weekend in calling 
for Trump to “go away as 
soon as possible.”

The impeachment bill 
draws from Trump’s own 
false statements about his 
election defeat to Biden. 
Judges across the country, 
including some nominated by 
Trump, have repeatedly dis-
missed cases challenging the 
election results, and former 
Attorney General William 
Barr, a Trump ally, has said 
there was no sign of wide-
spread fraud.

The House had first tried 
to persuade Vice President 
Mike Pence and the Cabinet 
to invoke their authority 
under the 25th Amendment 
to remove Trump from office. 
Pence declined to do so, but 
the House passed the resolu-
tion anyway.

The impeachment bill also 
details Trump’s pressure on 
state officials in Georgia to 
“find” him more votes.

While some have ques-
tioned impeaching the pres-
ident so close to the end of 
his term, there is precedent. 
In 1876, during the Ulysses 
Grant administration, War 
Secretary William Belk-
nap was impeached by the 
House the day he resigned, 
and the Senate convened a 
trial months later. He was 
acquitted.

Unemployment claims rise sharply for week
WASHINGTON (AP) — 

The number of people seek-
ing unemployment aid soared 
last week to 965,000, the 
most since late August and a 
sign that the resurgent virus 
has likely escalated layoffs.

The latest figures for job-
less claims, issued Thursday 
by the Labor Department, 
remain at levels never seen 
until the virus struck. Before 
the pandemic, weekly ap-
plications typically num-
bered around 225,000. They 
spiked to nearly 7 million 
last spring, after nation-
wide shutdowns took effect. 
Applications declined over 

the summer but have been 
stuck above 700,000 since 
September.

The high pace of layoffs 
coincides with an economy 
that has faltered as consum-
ers have avoided traveling, 
shopping and eating out 
in the face of soaring viral 
caseloads. More than 4,300 
deaths were reported Tues-
day, another record high. 
Shutdowns of restaurants, 
bars and other venues where 
people gather in California, 
New York and other states 
have likely forced up layoffs.

Some states and cities are 
resisting shutdowns, partly 

out of fear of the economic 
consequences but raising the 
risk of further infections. 
Minnesota allowed in-person 
dining to resume this week. 
Michigan is poised to do the 
same.

Economists say that once 
coronavirus vaccines are 
more widely distributed, a 
broader recovery should take 
hold in the second half of the 
year. The incoming Biden 
administration, along with 
a now fully Democratic-led 
House and Senate, is also 
expected to push more rescue 
aid and spending measures 
that could accelerate growth.
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The CoaCh house  
Restaurant & Lounge 

Favorite Dinner & Favorite RestaurantBest Steak

2020

2020

M

argaritasM

argaritas

Mexican Grill

825 Central Ave. , Coos Bay • 541-267-5480

2020

Favorite Mexican FoodFavorite Mexican Food

Take-Out Take-Out 
& Drive Thru!& Drive Thru!

NEWLY EXPANDED NEWLY EXPANDED 
OUTDOOR SEATING!OUTDOOR SEATING!

OPEN 11AM TO 8PM WED-MON
7DEVILSBREWERY.COM

2020

Thank YouThank You

BEER • WINE • COCKTAILSBEER • WINE • COCKTAILS
POOL TABLES • SHUFFLEBOARD!POOL TABLES • SHUFFLEBOARD!

1880 N. 7th St., Coos Bay •  541-267-5588

Favorite Bar/Favorite Bar/
Pub/LoungePub/Lounge

hightidecafeor.com • 91124 Cape Arago Hwy, Charlestonhightidecafeor.com • 91124 Cape Arago Hwy, Charleston

SEAFOOD RESTAURANT & BARSEAFOOD RESTAURANT & BAR

Wed-Mon 11am-8pm

Call & Place Your Order!

541-808-3128541-808-3128

Awesome seafood and more!!Awesome seafood and more!!

High Tide CafeHigh Tide Cafe
hightidecafeor.com • 91124 Cape Arago Hwy, Charlestonhightidecafeor.com • 91124 Cape Arago Hwy, Charleston

SEAFOOD RESTAURANT & BARSEAFOOD RESTAURANT & BAR

PICK UP AND DELIVERY
within a 10 mile radius

Call & Place Your Order!

541-808-3128541-808-3128
OPEN DAILY

11 am - 8 pm
Closed Tuesday

91149 Cape Arago Hwy • Coos Bay Or 97420

541-888-3251

Family-Owned • Award-Winning Dishes
Locally Caught Seafood

1611 Virginia Ave., North Bend • 541-756-0144

OPEN DAILY 11 am - 6 pm
WE DELIVER!!

( 5 4 1 )  7 5 6 - 2 2 2 1  •  3 3 8 5  B r o a d w a y  A v e . ,  N o r t h  B e n d

• Quality Ingredients • Fresh Baked Buns 
• We Offer a Different Experince! 

• PLUS - Try Our Smoked Meats, Pulled Pork and Brisket

HOME OF THE GODFATHERHOME OF THE GODFATHER

2020

Best Burger Favorite in North Bend

2020

( 5 4 1 )  7 5 6 - 2 2 2 1  •  3 3 8 5  B r o a d w a y  A v e . ,  N o r t h  B e n d

• Quality Ingredients • Fresh Baked Buns 
•We Offer a Different Experince! 

• PLUS - Try Our Smoked Meats, Pulled Pork and Brisket

HOME OF THE GODFATHER
2020

Best Burger Favorite in North Bend

2020

 THANK YOU TO ALL OF OUR LOYAL CUSTOMERS 
FOR VOTING FOR US. WE APPRECIATE YOU!

635 Virginia Ave.635 Virginia Ave.
North Bend, OR 97459North Bend, OR 97459

(541) 808-0201(541) 808-0201

Wing Flavors
Plain

Barbecue
“Blazin” BBQ
Lemon Pepper

Garlic Parmesan
Dry Rub Jerk

Hot Sauce
Teriyaki

ooh-wingsooh-wings
JustJust

Craving
what you’ve beenwhat you’ve been

Wing Flavors
Plain

Barbecue
“Blazin” BBQ
Lemon Pepper

Garlic Parmesan
Dry Rub Jerk

Hot Sauce
Teriyaki

635 Virginia Ave.635 Virginia Ave.
North Bend, OR 97459North Bend, OR 97459

(541) 808-0201(541) 808-0201

Order at DOMINOS.COM

(1-888-366-4667)
1-888-DOMINOS
NUEVO

PARA ORDENAR EN ESPAÑOL

SPANISH ORDERING ONLY

LOCALLY
OWNED & 
OPERATED

COOS BAY
190 Johnson Ave 
541-982-6200

NORTH BEND
3440 Ocean Blvd.

541-269-1000

FLORENCE
2775 HWY 101 Suite A

541-901-3030 135 Anderson Ave. Coos Bay, OR 97420  •  (541) 808-9666

Darrell’sDDevils FFood
EL COYOTEEL COYOTE
MEXICAN RESTAURANT

1930 Newmark Ave. North Bend • 541-808-0177
Open Daily 11:00 am - 9:00 pm

Ruth Ann Roessler passed away peacefully on 
December 26, 2020, surrounded by family in Portland, 
Oregon.

Ruth was born July 10, 1930 in Kellogg, MN to 
Lawrence and Olivia (Hostettler) Honer. She spent her 
youth in Kellogg growing up on a farm with her four 
sisters and was active in school including cheerleading 
and the marching band. She went to Kahler School of 
Nursing, practicing as a Registered Nurse for many 
years. Ruth met the love of her life, Tom, in 1953 and 
was married in 1954. Together they had four children. 
Much of her adult life was spent in Oregon where 
she was an avid gardener, an artist and did various 
volunteer assignments. She was an active member of 
the North Bend Presbyterian Church where she sang in 

the choir and helped make banners which hung in the sanctuary.

Ruth is survived by her three daughters- Judy Morgan (Brad), Jane Roessler, LuAnn 
Roessler (Kevin Trendell), two grandchildren and two great grandchildren; sisters 
Beverly Bren and Janice Shaffer and brother-in-law John Shaffer. She was preceded 
in death by her husband Thomas (Tom) Roessler of 64 years, and son Dean Roessler 
as well as her parents and two siblings, Betty Hoffman and Shirley Weil.

The family will gather for a private memorial at Willamette National Cemetery at a 
later date. Ruth was passionate about gardening and roses in particular. Donations 
may be made in her honor to Friends of Shore Acres, Inc, P.O. Box 1172, Coos Bay, 
OR 97420; phone 541-756-5401.

Ruth Roessler
Date of Birth 07/10/1930  •  Date of Death 12/26/2020

Washington, D.C. goes on lockdown ahead of inauguration
WASHINGTON (AP) — All 

through downtown Washington, the 
primary sound for several blocks 
was the beeping of forklifts unload-
ing more fencing.

There were no cars or scooters 
and seemingly no tourists Wednes-
day, just the occasional jogger and 
multiple construction crews at 
work. The U.S. Capitol that proved 
such a soft target last week was 
visible only through lines of tall, 
black fence.

Two blocks from the White 
House, a group of uniformed Na-
tional Guard troops emerged from a 
tour bus and headed into a hotel as 
a state of lockdown descended on 
Washington that will last through 
the Jan. 20 inauguration.

“Clearly we are in uncharted 
waters,” said Washington Mayor 
Muriel Bowser.

Last week’s “violent insurrec-
tion” at the Capitol by supporters 
of outgoing President Donald 
Trump has “impacted the way we 
are approaching working with our 
federal partners in planning for the 

59th inauguration,” Bowser said 
Wednesday.

The FBI has warned that armed 
protests by violent Trump support-
ers were being planned in all 50 
state capitals as well as in Washing-
ton for the days leading up to the 
inauguration of President-elect Joe 
Biden.

Between the pandemic and the 
security threat, Bowser is flat-out 
asking people not to come to the 
District of Columbia for the inaugu-
ration. And at Bowser’s request, a 
National Special Security Event dec-
laration was moved up to Jan. 13, a 
distinction which she said "puts in 
place an entirely different command 
and control structure” for security.

The NSSE status is normal for a 
presidential inauguration and other 
major events like an international 
summit or the Super Bowl. But it's 
rare to start the lockdown so far in 
advance of the event.

Police vehicles sealed off a huge 
swath of downtown D.C. Wednes-
day, causing immediate traffic 
snarls. Starting Wednesday, Bowser 

said, anyone inside the inaugura-
tion perimeter might be stopped 
and questioned. Starting Friday, 
all parking garages in the down-
town restricted zone will be sealed 
through the inauguration.

Bowser is also being pushed to 
deny lodging options to potentially 
violent protesters. The local Black 
Lives Matter affiliate and Shut-
down DC issued a joint statement 
Wednesday urging all downtown 
hotels to voluntarily close and pay 
their staffs. In addition to the threat 
of violence, the activist groups say 
Trump supporters are a threat to the 
health of hotel staff for their general 
refusal to wear facemasks amid 
the pandemic. Several downtown 
hotels, including one which had 
become a favorite hangout of the 
militant Proud Boy faction, chose to 
avoid trouble by closing last week.

“Closing hotels completely for 
these six nights is the only way 
to guarantee the safety of hotel 
workers, neighbors, vulnerable 
and unhoused residents, incoming 
administration officials, members 

of Congress, and our democracy,” 
the statement said. “If hotels do 
not willingly close, we ask Mayor 
Bowser to extend today’s emergen-
cy order and close all hotels in the 
city.”

On Wednesday, Airbnb an-
nounced it was cancelling all res-
ervations in the Washington metro 
area. Bowser said she had been in 
regular contact with Airbnb officials 
since last week, but did not specifi-
cally request this step.

“We are aware of reports emerg-
ing yesterday afternoon regarding 
armed militias and known hate 
groups that are attempting to travel 
and disrupt the Inauguration,” a 
company statement said. “We are 
continuing our work to ensure hate 
group members are not part of the 
Airbnb community.”

On the ground, much of the most 
visible security will come in the 
form of more than 15,000 National 
Guardsmen from multiple states, 
some of them armed.

According to officials, the num-
ber of Guardsmen who will actually 

be carrying guns will be limited. 
Some Guard members nearer the 
Capitol will have long guns, and 
others will have their sidearms.

It is likely that those closer to the 
crowds or on fence lines won’t be 
armed, but those up closer to the 
building may be. National Guard 
members operate under strict rules 
of engagement on the use of force. 
But generally speaking, troops can 
use lethal force to protect the lives 
of others and themselves.

Officials also said that while 
15,000 Guard members have been 
activated, more may be called. D.C. 
Police Chief Robert Contee esti-
mated Wednesday that more than 
20,000 National Guardsmen would 
be active in the District of Colum-
bia on Inauguration Day.

Officials are continuing to review 
requests from law enforcement, and 
some believe several thousand more 
could be brought in. Defense and 
military officials have been calling 
governors and adjutants general to 
ask if they might have people they 
could send, if requested.

Spotted owls losing protected habitat
PORTLAND (AP) — The 

Trump administration said 
Wednesday that it would 
slash millions of acres of 
protected habitat designated 
for the imperiled northern 
spotted owl in Oregon, Wash-
ington state and Northern 
California, much of it in 
prime timber locations in 
Oregon’s coastal ranges.

Environmentalists imme-
diately decried the move and 
accused the U.S. Fish and Wild-
life Service under President 
Donald Trump of taking a part-
ing shot at protections designed 
to help restore the species in fa-
vor of the timber industry. The 
tiny owl is listed as threatened 
under the Endangered Species 
Act and was rejected for an 
upgrade to endangered status 
last year by the federal agency 
despite losing nearly 4% of its 
population annually.

“This revision guts pro-
tected habitat for the northern 
spotted owl by more than a 
third. It’s Trump’s latest part-

ing gift to the timber industry 
and another blow to a species 
that needs all the protections it 
can get to fully recover,” said 
Noah Greenwald, endangered 
species director for the Center 
for Biological Diversity.

Timber groups applauded the 
decision, which won’t take ef-
fect for 60 days. More thinning 
and management of protected 
forests is necessary to prevent 
wildfires, which devastated 
about 300 acres of spotted owl 
habitat last fall, said Travis Jo-
seph, president of the American 
Forest Resources Council.

Loss of the ability to log in 
areas protected for the spot-
ted owl has devastated rural 
communities, he said. The 
3.4 million acres removed 
from federal protections 
Wednesday includes all of 
Oregon’s so-called O&C 
lands, which are big timber 
territory. The more than 2 
million acres are spread in a 
checkerboard pattern over 18 
counties in western Oregon.

“This rule rights a wrong 
imposed on rural communi-
ties and businesses and gives 
us a chance to restore balance 
to federal forest management 
and species conservation 
in the Pacific Northwest,” 
Joseph said.

The Fish and Wildlife Ser-
vice agreed in a settlement 
with the timber industry to 
reevaluate the spotted owls’ 
protected territory following 
a 2018 U.S. Supreme Court 
decision involving a different 
federally protected species.

The Trump administration 
has moved to roll back pro-
tections for waterways and 
wetlands, narrow protections 
for wildlife facing extinction 
and open more public land to 
oil and gas drilling.

But for decades, the 
federal government has been 
trying to save the northern 
spotted owl, a native bird that 
sparked an intense battle over 
logging across Washington, 
Oregon and California.
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Bandon School’s lunch debt paid in full
The Keiser grant was 
used by the district to 
help families

JILLIAN WARD
For The Bandon Western World

BANDON ─ More than $7,000 
in school lunch debt has been 
paid in full at the Bandon School 
District.

The district paid off the debt last 
week after receiving a $64,000 

grant from the Michael Keiser Fund 
through The Oregon Community 
Foundation.

“We do not normally pay off 
lunch debt…,” said Doug Ardiana, 
Bandon School District superin-
tendent, adding that the district 
decided to use the grant to pay off 
the lunch debt to relieve stress on 
families struggling during the pan-
demic. “…This is an extreme need 
for our students.”

The district receives the Michael 
Keiser Fund grant most years, but 
this is the first time it was used to 

pay off student lunch debt. And that 
debt, Ardiana said, is lower this year 
than prior years. On average, the 
district sees around $10,000 in debt 
from students who can’t pay for 
school lunch. According to Ardiana, 
the debt is less during the pandemic 
“because in the spring of last year, 
everyone got free food and (there 
were) less kids attending.”

When asked if he anticipates 
using future grants to continue 
paying off student lunch debt, the 
answer was no. He said at this 
point, it is just to help families get 

through the pandemic.
“…Usually (the grant) is used for 

other activities,” Ardiana said. “Pre-
viously, this grant has been used for 
athletic events, hosted basketball 
tournaments.”

This year, in addition to paying 
off all $7,481 in school lunch debt, 
Ardiana said $3,500 is going to 
each of the boys’ and girls’ bas-
ketball teams. Another $3,500 is 
going to each of the boys and girls 
golf, with $10,000 for the district’s 
speech and debate team. A total 
of $20,000 was allocated to the 

district’s grab-and-go meals, which 
included the lunch debt.

And another $20,000 went to the 
district’s extension activities, such 
as enrichment programs like art 
camps.

“I’m very proud of the support 
the district has for its students,” 
Ardiana said. “It’s very direct relief 
and the district is overwhelmingly 
appreciative of the work the Keiser 
grant has done … and it brings me 
pride that we have a community 
willing to take care of residents 
with the greatest need.”

John Gunther Photos, Bandon Western World

Shawn Sorensen nears the Coquille River Lighthouse during the Bullards Run last weekend. Sorensen was the winner of the 10-kilometer race. 

Sorensen, Senn fastest in Bullards Run
BANDoN WESTERN WoRLD

Shawn Sorensen and Tyler Senn 
were the winners in the annual Bul-
lards Run last weekend at Bullards 
Beach State Park. 

Sorensen took the 10-kilometer 
run in a time of 43 minutes and 5 
seconds. That was 50 seconds faster 
than 68-year-old Jerry Roberts, 
the fastest masters (40-and-over) 
runner. 

Gabby Hobson was third overall 
and first among women in 45:05, 
while Kyle Petersen (48:01) and 
Bradley Harbert (48:42) rounded 
out the top five.

Second and third among female 
finishers were Rachel Eickhoff 
(48:48) and race walker Stephanie 
Casey (48:49). They were followed 
by Jeanette Groesz, the first masters 
finisher (49:33).

Senn, a 12-year-old Bandon 
youth, won the 5-kilometer race in 
21 minutes, rallying in the sec-
ond half of the race to pass Irene 
Zielinski, the top female finisher 

(21:20). 
Marley Petrey, another Bandon 

youth, and Celeste Sinko of North 
Bend were third and fourth over-
all and second and third among 
female finishers in 22:10 and 23:37, 

respectively. 
Sosoo Lee-Dunn was the first 

female masters finisher in 27:54. 
Moctezuma Aguas was second 

among male finishers (27:37), 
followed by Dan Anderson, the first 

male masters finisher (30:02). 
The event was limited to 50 

participants out of safety concerns 
during the ongoing COVID-19 
pandemic. 

The race was sponsored by the 
South Coast Running Club, which 
hopes to hold all of its regular races 
in 2021. 

Next on the list is the annual Run 
of Two Cities on March 14. The 10 
a.m. race starts and ends in Mingus 
Park and takes runners into North 
Bend. 

For information on the race, or to 
sign up early, people can visit www.
southcoastrunningclub.org. 

Last year, it was the final official 
race for several months — until 
Mac’s Run in December. 

Roberts (43:52) and Eickhoff 
(50:18) were the male and female 
winners of the 10K in that race, 
while Jeremy West (19:34) and 
Sinko (24:34) were the 5K winners. 

Editor's Note: Results for both 
races are listed on Page A 11. 

Janine and Eli Burgess take a break for a selfie with the Coquille River Lighthouse (not 
pictured) in the background of their photo during the Bullards Run. 

Simonds and Simonds team for win in Crossings tourney
BANDoN WESTERN WoRLD

Rain stopped the Fill the Shelves 
Shamble early at Bandon Crossings 
on New Year’s Day, but not before 
all the teams got at least half the 
holes in. 

All of the teams played at least 
nine of the same holes and they 
were the ones used for scoring. 

The mother-son team of Marie 
and Peyton Simonds finished with 
the best net score of 31, which was 
4-under for the nine holes. They 
won family bragging rights by 
beating the father-son team of Jeff 
and Jackson Simonds by one stroke. 
Paul Welch and Steve Stalcup also 
finished one stroke back and the 
father-son team of Dave and Scott 

Buche was another stroke back at 
33. 

The course will its inaugural 
Four Person Best Ball (Cha, Cha, 
Cha) on Saturday, Feb. 20. 

The Cha, Cha, Cha portion of the 
name refers to a unique scoring for-
mat. On six of the holes one score 
will count for each team, while on 
a different six two will count and 
on the third set of six holes, three 
scores will count. 

The cost is $60 per golfer ($54 
for Bandon Crossings pass holders) 
and includes green fees, cart and 
range balls. 

For information, call 541-347-
3232 or visit www.bandoncross-
ings.com. 

Fill the Shelves Shamble
Jan. 1
Low Net — Marie Simonds and 

Peyton Simonds, 31; Jeff Simonds 
and Jackson Simonds, 32; Paul Welch 
and Steve Stalcup, 32; Dave Buche 
and Scott Buche, 33; Richard Stefiuk 
and Chip England, 34; Bobby Cox 
and Greg Harless, 34; Ed Tyner and 
Dan Berg, 34; Judy Miles and John 
Miles, 34; Christopher Schwartz and 
Jack Cranmer, 35; Martha Bloch-
linger and Margaret Thomas, 36; 
Zach Bascom and Owen Bascom, 41. 

Closest to Pin — Peyton Si-
monds (No. 6), John Miles (No. 9), 
Dan Berg (Nos. 11 and 14), Chip 
England (No. 17). 

Gross Skins — John Miles (Nos. 

2 and 9); Jeff Simonds (Nos. 3 and 
7). Net Skins — Jackson Simonds 
(No. 5)
Casual Fridays

Jan. 8
Stableford Points — Greg Har-

less 37, Brian Gibson 36, Richard 
Stefiuk 36, Jim Wakeman 36, Wim 
McSpadden 35, Craig Ford 34, 
Bobby Cox 33, David Kimes 32, 
Tony Shuster 32, Steven Robb 32, 
Robert Shanks 31, David Botimer 
31, Bryan Church 30, Bob Bray 30, 
John Ohanesian 29, John Johnston 
28, Richard Wold 25, Jeff Coker 19. 

Closest to Pin — Greg Harless 
(No. 6), Bob Bray (No. 9), Tony 
Shuster (No. 11), Bobby Cox (No. 
14), Brian Gibson (No. 17). 

SCHHC 
had a 
busy year
By SChhC

Objectively, everything about 
2020 has been a defining, life-al-
tering period of time. Nowhere 
has this been more evident than in 
healthcare. Hospitals and medical 
facilities around the country have 
been swamped with COVID cases, 
and even now in mid-December, 
almost a year into the global pan-
demic, we are seeing another steep 
surge in identified cases, hospital-
izations, and, most unfortunately, 
deaths due to the disease.

Southern Coos Hospital & 
Health Center, like most medical 
facilities across the country, began 
preparations for COVID back in 
March. Throughout the year, we 
have asked the community to help 
slow the spread of the disease. Our 
work wouldn’t be possible without 
the strength and resilience of our 
staff and community. So while the 
following words are ostensibly a 
year-in-review, the most important 
message that should not be lost is 
that Southern Coos is indebted to 
the strength of our community.
The Year Began…

With the rampant spread of 
COVID-19 pandemic across the globe 
and the United States. The healthcare 
system in our nation has not had a test 
like this in our lifetimes.

On the southern Oregon coast, 
our experience was somewhat 
different. Only in the last quarter of 
the year have we seen significant 
increases in COVID-19 cases. In 
March and April, as the danger 
from COVID-19 became crystal 
clear, many hotspots sprang up 
across the country. Coos County 
saw a smattering of cases in the 
initial months but nothing like what 
we saw other places experience. 

Even with the paucity of identi-
fied cases, the staff and community 
of Southern Coos Hospital & Health 
Center, like many hospitals and 
medical facilities, prepared for an 
onslaught of cases. These prepara-
tions included erecting the disaster 
tent in our ED parking lot, stocking 
up on our personal protective equip-
ment such as gowns and gloves, 
and spending long hours developing 
COVID-19 policies and procedures. 

Due to the early statewide lock-
down and restrictions on elective 
procedures, SCHHC saw patient 
volume plummet across the board. 
Our highly-skilled surgical staff did 
not touch a scalpel for almost two 
months; lab and medical imaging 
tests cratered. The engine of our 
hospital, the Multi-Specialty Clinic, 
did not stop seeing patients but did 
institute a robust telehealth program 
so patients could see their provider 
remotely and stay safe. 

Our staff rose to the occasion, 
banding together to meet this 
unprecedented challenge head 
on. Staff like Victoria McNeely, 
SCHHC’s Quality & Risk Manag-
er, who spearheaded much of our 
COVID preparation and convened 
planning meetings to ensure all staff 
were on the same page. 

Please see SCHHC, Page A10
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Advertise in the Bandon Business 
Directory for as little as 

$4.80 per week!

Call Monica at 541-266-6079 
or worldsales1@countrymedia.net

BANDON 
BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Mon. - Fri. • 8:30-5:00
985 Baltimore Ave. SE, Bandon

541-347-2886
Auto-Home-Life-Business-Health-Farm-Ranch

Jesse Sweet Agency

Personal & Reliable Service

INSURANCE
AGENCY

“For the service YOU deserve!”
541-347-3211

1075 Alabama Ave. SE

Providing insurance for:
Auto • Home • Life • Health
Business • Farms • Ranches

Your local
independent agent

INSURANCE

Advertise your worship services and events! 
Contact Monica, 541-266-6079, worldsales1@countrymedia.net

Seventh-Day
aDventiSt church
Head Elder Allan Cram

541-297-6575

Church & Fellowship
Center

Worship - Sat. 11am/Tues. 7pm

Holy trinity
catHolic cHurcH

Fr. Anthony Ahamefule
  355 Oregon Ave. • 541-329-0697,   

Office: Tuesday, Thursday and Friday.
Due to the Coronavirus, 

Masses are limited to 30 people. 
Please call by Thursday to reserve a seat. 
Wednesday: 5:00 pm Thursday: Noon

Friday Mass: Noon  Sunday: 10:30 am
Saturday Vigil Mass: 5pm 

1st Saturday Mass: 9am  
www.holytrinitybandon.org

ST. JOHN EPISCOPAL ST. JOHN EPISCOPAL 
CHURCHCHURCH

For worship online opportunities 
consult our Facebook page:
St. John Episcopal Church 

in Bandon, Oregon
our website:

stjohnsbandon.org/
or call our office:
541-347-2152

Fr. Doug Hale • 795 Franklin Ave.
ALL ARE WELCOME!

PACIFIC COMMUNITY PACIFIC COMMUNITY 
CHURCHCHURCH

Pastor Ron Harris
49967 Hwy 101 • 541-347-2256

(3 miles South on Hwy 101)
Sunday

Breakfast - 8:30 a.m.
Sunday School - 9 a.m.
Worship - 10:15 a.m.

Thursdays
AWANA starts Sept. 17, 6:30-8 p.m.

BANDON CHRISTIAN BANDON CHRISTIAN 
FELLOWSHIPFELLOWSHIP

(A Calvary Chapel Fellowship)
Pastor Matt Fox 

1190 Face Rock Drive
541-347-9327

Services are available live stream on 
Facebook or Youtube

website: bandonfellowship.org
Sunday 8:30 and 10:30 a.m. 
(childcare at the 10:30 service).

Wednesday 7:00 p.m.

By MARy SChAMEhoRN

I never realized what 
an important role the local 
harbor played in the early 
days of shipping until I 
found an article in the Oct. 
6, 1911, Bandon Recorder 
headlined "Many Vessels 
come to the Coquille River." 
The subhead read: "The 
Largest Fleet of any Port 
Between San Francisco and 
the Columbia River," as the 
article talked about the 26 
vessels plying in and out of 
the Coquille River and the 
total carrying capacity of 
those ships.

That is why it makes sense 
that the government would 
send one of their top power 
boats to the local life-saving 
station in the form of the 
Defiance, which is picture 
number one.

The Jan. 2, 1912, Bandon 
Recorder had this to say, in a 
top front-page article. "The 
new power life boat for the 
U.S. Life Saving Station 
arrived on the (Steamer) 
Bandon this morning, and 
she is certainly a beauty. She 
is 36 feet long, has a 40 horse 
power engine and is calcu-
lated to ride most any kind 
of a sea.

"The boat was built 
expressly for the Bandon sta-
tion and is the first one of its 
kind to be put on the Pacific 
coast. Every detail of the 
boat is perfect and it makes 
the life saving equipment 
of the Bandon station most 
complete indeed.

"It is built entirely of ma-
hogany and white oak, with 
copper fastenings throughout 
and weighs 9 tons."

Another article in a 
subsequent paper explained 
that the Defiance was the 
first of 12 boats scheduled 
to be built, and "is therefore 
the only boat of its kind 
now in use in the life saving 
service, not only in the Unit-
ed States but in the whole 
world."

The local life saving 
station (the crew quarters of 
which can be seen in picture 
number two) "has quite a 
wide coast range to cover in 
case of an accident at sea, as 
there is no station between 
here and Humboldt Bay, 
and it is possibly partly for 
this cause that the good boat 
was sent, but the excellent 
service rendered by Capt. 
Johnson and his crew, no 
doubt had much to do with 
it."

I love seeing pictures of 
the life-saving crew because 
I can always recognize 
Leslie Kranick, who served 
with the crew for many 
years, and later became one 
of the areas leading cranber-
ry growers.

The article adds that "the 
local life saving station is 
now perfectly equipped as 
any station in the United 
States. In addition to the new 
life boat, which cost approx-
imately $12,000, the govern-
ment has spent about $4,000 
fixing up and beautifying the 
local station, a part of which 
was spent on the concrete 
retaining wall and sidewalk 
on First Street."

The concrete retaining 
wall that the article refers 
to is still there. I believe 
the boats launched from the 
ways, located in the boat sta-
tion on the west end of First 
Street and directly across 
from the crew quarters on 
the hill. The "new" Coast 
Guard station was built in 
1939. 

The third photo shows 
the building of the north 
jetty (known in those days 
as the lighthouse jetty), and 
dovetails with an article in 
the Aug. 8, 1911, Bandon Re-
corder headlined "a portion 
of the lighthouse jetty goes 
down." It seems that a stretch 
of 220 feet was washed out 
by the big breakers.

The article explains that 
the latest washout, cou-
pled with the area which 
previously had washed out, 
made a gap of nearly 400 
feet. 

'The lighthouse jetty was 
built only two years ago at a 
cost of about $4,000 to the 
light house department and it 
would appear that it is impos-
sible to build a jetty that will 
stand against the continual 
pounding of the surf in that 
particular place. It will be 
remembered by people who 
were here two years ago, 

how close the water came to 
undermining the dwelling of 
the lighthouse keepers and 
only for the erection of the 
jetty at that time, the building 
would have been in the sea in 
a few days."

***
Most of us are still reeling 

from what happened at the 
nation's capitol last week. I 
sat glued to the television set 
hour upon hour, horrified at 
what I was seeing.

It's hard to put into words 
what I felt, but a letter to the 
editor in Sunday's Regis-
ter-Guard said it pretty well. 
This was not written by a 
columnist for a national 
newspaper, a TV commenta-
tor, or an editor.... but by an 
ordinary citizen.

It was written by a 
senior-aged American who 
said he believes in peace-
ful protest, free speech and 
justice.

"What I saw on Jan. 6 
shook me to the core. Having 
lived overseas for 10 years 
and living through two revo-
lutions, survived the overtak-
ing and burning and looting 
of our school by extremists, 
I never thought I would see 
this again and in the country 
I love and serve.

"If you are one who 
thinks this is OK or justified, 
you have been misled and 
misguided. Those involved 
are not patriots; they are 
terrorists.

"They need to be to be 
prosecuted to the full extent 
of the law. And what hap-
pened is insurrection, and 
people from the highest pow-
er down to the rioters need to 
be brought to justice."

Not sure why we are so 
shocked that this could occur 
considering what has been 
happening nightly on the 
streets of Portland and Seat-
tle, and on a smaller scale in 
Eugene and at our own state 
capitol while so many in 
authority turn a blind eye.

***
One of the three Orego-

nians arrested in Washington, 
D. C. that day happened to be 
from Bandon. Rodney "Rod" 
Taylor (not to be confused 
with Rob Taylor), 57, was 
charged with violating the 
curfew. The other two people 
arrested were involved with 
the Republican party organi-
zation.

Taylor's "take" on what 
happened in Washington, 
D.C, differs greatly from 
what we saw on the national 
news. He said "it was not 
a riot.  There were some 
paid agitators who did some 
damage on the doors and a 
couple of windows at the 
Capitol, and I was trying to 
alert others to not follow the 
lead of the agitators engag-
ing in that behavior. Later 
at our hotel I was trying to 
show a police officer some 
video of an innocent woman 
being beaten by police 
batons, and I was arrested 
for a curfew violation at that 
time. I spent the next three 
and a half hours in cuffs, 
total seven and a half hours 
in custody before I was 
allowed to pay my $25 fine 
and go."

Saturday night, he held 
a debriefing session at 
Pastries ' Pizza in Bandon. 
I understand Taylor was not 
the only Bandonian who 
was in Washington, D.C., 
that day, but I have no way 
to confirm that as Taylor 
was apparently the only one 

from Bandon who "made 
the news."

He had only recently 
presented a petition to the 
city council at our Decem-
ber meeting urging us to 
allow our businesses to 
reopen. His group (Free 
Coos County), which also 
included several local 
business people, who have a 
very legitimate concern, and 
Rob Taylor, gathered in the 
council chambers to express 
their concerns about the clo-
sure, mandated by Governor 
Kate Brown.

Outside of bullhorns 
blaring from the parking lot 
in front of city hall, urging 
people to attend the meeting, 
most people expressed their 
feelings in a respectful way.

Unfortunately, that is not 
what happened in Washing-
ton, D.C.

***
I was so sorry to learn that 

the man who had suffered 
a medical emergency last 
Tuesday on north Harlem 
not far from his Harvard 
Street Apartments home was 
Gareth Williams, 57, who 
is best known as the gentle 
giant who was on stage for a 
number of Bandon Playhouse 
performances over the years. 
He was a towering presence 
of a man, with a wonderful 
singing voice and a quiet 
demeanor.

He had worked in the 
kitchen at a number of differ-
ent restaurants over the years, 
including Bandon Dunes, 
Edgewaters and McFarlin's. 
On the day that he apparent-
ly suffered a massive heart 
attack, he was delivering 
food from Good Neighbors 
Food Bank for people who 
needed help but did not have 
vehicles, something he did 
every month.

After suffering the attack, 
his car veered off the road 
and struck a vehicle parked 
in a driveway on the east side 
of Harlem, with the driver 
standing outside of it and 
his dog inside. While the 
vehicle was badly damaged, 
the dog was fine. Emergency 
personnel tried hard to revive 
Gareth, but they were not 
successful.

His mother, Dawn Wil-
liams, who worked for a 
time in the city office, died in 
2013. Since that time he has 
lived at Harvard Street Apart-
ments and was an active 

member of  
Faith Baptist 
Church where 
a memorial 
service will 
be held in the 
next couple 
of weeks, 
according 
to Pastor 
Don Conn in 
information 
posted on 
Facebook.

***
A woman 

posted on 
Facebook 
Sunday 
that while 
driving along 
Beach Loop 
Road, she 
encountered 
the road closed sign in the 
dip near Crooked Creek, 
and proceeded through it 
as many of us have done 
over the years. But she was 
greeted by a sheriff's deputy 
on the other side who gave 
her a stern warning about the 
dangers of driving through 
water, and she just wanted to 
alert people that they might 
be cited if they ignore the 
warning sign.

This has been an ongo-
ing problem for years, but 

apparently the cost to the 
county of installing a culvert 
would be prohibitive; at least 
it has never been taken care 
of in all the years that I can 
remember.

***
A friend Pat Hutchens 

(Gripentog) posted a number 
of pictures of the mess which 
occurred Sunday at the South 
Jetty parking lot when the 
King Tide threw debris and 
large logs onto the parking 
lot. She said a lady, who was 
watching the water, did get 

knocked over, but she was 
ok.

This was a very potentially 
dangerous situation. Had 
one of those huge logs hit a 
vehicle or a person, the end 
result would not be good. 
One of Pat's photos shows a 
log in the parking lot right 
alongside the north end of 
the public restrooms.

So in case you think it's 
safe to be in a vehicle on the 
parking lot at the South Jetty 
during a storm at sea, please 
think again and use caution.

AS I SEE IT The importance of the harbor

Photos courtesy of Mary Schamehorn collection

Bandon’s life saving station circa 1911

Powerboat Defiance on Bandon beach circa 1906

The Coquille River Lighthouse during construction of the north jetty
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 LED Lighting  Remodeling  Fire Alarm Systems  Telephone Lines 
TV and Computer Cabling  Circuit Breaker Panel Repair 

RESIDENTIAL-COMMERCIAL-INDUSTRIAL

aaON DEMAND ON DEMAND aaON TIME ON TIME aaON BUDGETON BUDGET
North Bend 541-756-0581 
Bandon 541-347-3066 
reeseelectric.com

FULL SERVICE ELECTRICIANSFULL SERVICE ELECTRICIANS

CCB#23563

24 Hour  24 Hour  
Emergency Emergency 

ServiceService

 earing ids
On sale for a limited time! 

Digital technology delivers 
the clearest, most accurate sound 
quality available in hearing aids!**

22  HHeeaarriinngg  AAiiddss
ffoorr  aass  llooww  aass

$28!
per month†

Fully 
Digital
Hearing 

Aid

Many Styles
Available!

$28!
per month†

DON’T WAIT!

2 Hearing Aids
for as low as

©2010 Miracle-Ear, Inc. 13769ROPA_FP_4c

*Our hearing test and video otoscopic inspection are always free. Hearing test is an audiometric test to determine proper amplification needs only. These are not
medical exams or diagnoses nor are they intended to replace a physician’s care. If you suspect a medical problem, please seek treatment from your doctor.

**Hearing aids do not restore natural hearin . Individual experiences vary depending on severity of hearing loss, accuracy of evaluation, proper fit and ability to
adapt to amplification. Only your Miracle-Ear ® representative can determine which model and options may be right for you.

†$28 per month. Calculated at 

2 Hearing Aids
for as low as

FREE hearing tests*

Reveals if and where you need hearing
assistance and is recommended for

everyone over 50 years old.

Attention hearing 
aid wearers:

If you already wear a hearing aid (any 
make or model), we can help you, too! 
Our FREE computerized analysis and 
tune-up help keep your hearing aid 

working its best.**

FREE ear canal
inspections*

Sometimes it’s nothing more than
excessive earwax. We use our state-of-
the art Video Otoscope to look inside 
your ear canal. You can watch on a 

video monitor as it happens.

free
services!

2 Hearing Aids
for as low asHearing Aid Sale

2 Hearing Aids
for as low as

Miracle-Ear

2 Hearing Aids
for as low as

LIMITED-TIME OFFER. 

2 Hearing Aids
for as low as

 CALL TODAY!

2 Hearing Aids
for as low as

Miracle  Ear
2775 Hwy 101 Suite B
 Florence, OR 97439
541-201-8129

Miracle  Ear 
1938 Newmark. St.

North Bend, OR 97420
541-264-7539

Sale ends 01-27-21

21JanOffer

Miracle Ear
1938 Newmark. St.

North Bend,O R 97459
541-264-7539

Miracle Ear
2775 Hwy 101 SuiteB
Florence, OR 97439
541-201-8129

There’s a lot on 
your to-do list.
Paying late fees isn’t 
one of them anymore.
Coos Bay Public Library
is now FINE FREE.
For more details, contact us.

We’re here to help.

For more information:
(541) 269-1101
http://coosbaylibrary.org

The preparation filtered 
throughout the entire staff: 
from the screeners at all 
SCHHC points of entry who 
calmly and professionally 
explained COVID screening 
protocols to the public, to our 
tight-knit Environmental Ser-
vices group, who incorporated 
new sanitation techniques to 
protect us. Perhaps April Flow-
ers, EVS specialist, said it best 
when she stated “COVID has 
seen all of us come together.” 

And of course our fearless 
frontline staff—nurses, nurse 
practitioners, ED physicians, 
unit clerks, respiratory thera-
pists, laboratory personnel—
all of whom remain practiced 
and at the ready. 

“We are finding ways to do 
our work better, faster, and 
with more communication,” 
stated Cindy Kessler, lab 
manager.
Navigating a Confusing 
Time

Even in the midst of the 
pandemic, Southern Coos 
stood resilient and stayed 
focused on providing the best 
healthcare possible to our 
community. While our top 
and most pressing priority 

has been and remains to be 
COVID-19, it is useful for 
us to take a step back and 
celebrate our successes. 

CEO Transition
In April, the Southern 

Coos Health District Board 
of Directors extended an 
offer to a new CEO, Eugene 
Suksi. The transition to Mr. 
Suksi has been as smooth as 
we could have hoped for and 
board and staff alike have 
rallied around his leadership. 
In addition, SCHHC hired 
Jeremiah Dodrill as CFO. 
Mr. Dodrill has extensive 
roots in Bandon. 

Provider Recruitment
We continue to add provid-

ers to increase the capacity of 
our Multi-Specialty Clinic, 
including Drs. Noel Pense 
and Olixn Adams, both of 
whom work in the clinic and 
as hospitalists. In January, 
Dr. Christine Mitchell will 
start practicing at the clinic. 

In addition, Tamara Stam-
baugh, FNP, joined us in No-
vember, and is establishing 
a health program at Bandon 
School District, starting with 
Ocean Crest Elementary. 
This collaboration came 
about as a result of conver-
sations between members of 
the school administration, the 
hospital, and the hospital’s 
foundation, the Southern 

Coos Health Foundation. 
New Members of the 

District Board of Direc-
tors

Added two new board 
members to the District 
board, including Cary Mc-
Gagin and Norbert Johnson. 
Mr. McGagin is a realtor at 
Coastal Sotheby’s in Bandon, 
while Mr. Johnson worked in 
healthcare for many years in 
respiratory therapy.

Community Lights 
Recognition Program

In May, the Southern 
Coos Health Foundation, the 
hospital’s fundraising arm, 
launched the Community 
Lights program. The objec-
tive of the program was to 
rally the community around 
themes of “Bandon Togeth-
er” and “Community Resil-
ience.” We awarded a Com-
munity Light every week 
for 18 weeks. The program 
honored many people in the 
community who contributed 
to the health and well-being 
of Bandon.

Essential Bandon 
COVID Testing Program

In response to the high un-
certainty around COVID-19 
in our business community, 
Southern Coos Hospital and 
the Bandon Chamber of 
Commerce co-sponsored a 
program called Essential Ban-
don COVID Testing. SCHHC 
is offering COVID testing 
to employers and workers at 
Bandon businesses. Priority 
is given to healthcare workers 
at organizations such as Coast 
Community Health Center, 
Pacific View, West Wind, and 
first responders like EMTs at 
Bay Cities Ambulance; the 
program also encompasses 
employees at businesses in 
Bandon. The objective of 
the program is to ensure that 
employers are able to send 
sick or potentially exposed 

employees to get tested and 
receive same-day results.

COVID Now
Oregon and the nation 

now enter into winter amid 
a surge in COVID cases. 
Our community may rest 
assured that Southern Coos is 
well-prepared. However, that 
is not to say that the southern 
Oregon coast is immune to 
COVID—far from it. South-
ern Coos Hospital has done 
everything, and more, within 
our power to prepare.

As a local healthcare 
leader, SCHHC encourages 
our community to remain 
vigilant: reduce your ex-
posure by decreasing trips 
to places where groups of 
people congregate; when you 
do venture outside, wear a 
mask. Monitor yourself and 
your loved ones for any of 

the symptoms of COVID-19, 
especially fever, cough, and 
weakness. 

If you have any questions 
about COVID, Southern 
Coos has set up a COVID ho-
tline: (541) 329.1032, which 
is overseen by one of our 
family nurse practitioners. 

Positioned for 2021
As a public entity support-

ed by tax dollars from our 
community, our administra-
tion and board are acutely fo-
cused on the need to sustain 
our services and operations—
in the best of times as well as 
when faced with an imminent 
threat from a pandemic. Like 
all hospitals around the state, 
SCHHC received allocations 
of CARES Act funds, which 
has bolstered our finances 
throughout the past calendar 
year. All told, we entered the 

pandemic on solid financial 
footing and we remain so. 
While we are experiencing 
a reduction of case volume 
and a corresponding reduc-
tion in revenue, we believe 
this decrease is temporary. 
Indeed, our case volumes 
have already started to climb 
back approaching historical 
levels in some departments. 
The district has budgeted 
conservatively and continue 
to build capacity to provide 
needed healthcare services.  

We know that the upcoming 
months will continue to pose 
immense challenges to our 
operations, service delivery, 
and our financial position. The 
district is confident that we 
will emerge from the pandem-
ic without having been forced 
to reduce staff or engage in 
otherwise service-adverse 
cost-cutting measures. 

SCHHC
From A8

Big moment 
for Blochlinger 
at Crossings
BANDoN WESTERN WoRLD

Martha Blochlinger had a 
hole-in-one late last year at 
Bandon Crossings Golf Course. 

Blochlinger had her ace on 
No. 17 on Nov. 19.

She used a 58-degree sand 
wedge on the 65-yard hole. 

The shot was witnessed by 
Marilyn Pothier. 

Martha Blochlinger celebrates on the 
17th green at Bandon Crossings after 
her recent hole-in-one.

Contributed Photo
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National TV Sports Listings

Bullards Run
Jan. 10

10 Kilometers
FEMALE

10-19 — 1. Rachel Eickhoff, 48:48. 20-
29 — 1. Gabby Hobson, 45:05. 30-39 — 1. 
Stephanie Casey, 48:49. 40-49 — 1. Jen-
na Beh, 56:23. 50-59 — 1. Adela Villers, 
58:00; 2 Ann Rakosi, 1:02:02; 3. Vicki Roe, 
1:02.23; 4. Tanya Sinko, 1:03.48. 60-69 — 
1. Gail Elber, 1:34:23. 70-79 — 1. Jeanette 
Groesz, 49:33. 

MALE
20-29 — 1. Bradley Harbert, 48:42. 30-

39 — 1. Shawn Sorensen, 43:05; 2. Kyle 
Petersen, 48:01; 3. James Murray, 53:29. 
40-49 — 1. Chip Boggs, 50:07. 50-59 — 1. 
Jason Howard, 49:59; 2. Mike Gallagher, 
1:03:44. 60-69 — 1. Jerry Roberts, 43:55; 
2. Doug Veysey, 50:22; 3. Jim Littles, 50:55

5 Kilometers
FEMALE

10-19 — 1. Marley Petrey, 22:10; 2. Ce-
leste Sinko, 23:37. 20-29 — 1. Irene Zielins-
ki, 21:20. 30-39 — 1. Beatriz Castro, 34:10; 
2. Janine Burgess, 42:17; 3. Danielle Smith, 
51:16. 40-49 — 1. Breanna Quattrocchi, 
28:22. 50-59 — 1. Sosoo Lee-Dunn, 27:54; 
2. Linda Eickhoff, 46:37; 3. Beth Clarkson, 

46:40; 4. Anne Hobson, 46:42. 60-69 — 1. 
Sandra Merritt, 34:19. 70-79 — 1. Nancy 
Clarke, 50:59. 

MALE
0-9 — 1. Eli Burgess, 42:17. 10-19 — 1. 

Tyler Senn, 21:00; 2. Moctezuma Aguas, 
27:37; 3. Pierce Casey, 30:53. 40-49 — 1. 
Tobin Smith, 34:56. 50-59 — 1. Dan Ander-
son, 30:02. 70-79 — 1. Jim Clarke, 31:11. 

Mac’s Run
Dec. 11

10 Kilometers
FEMALE

0-14 — 1. Rachel Eickhoff, Bandon, 
50:18. 20-29 — 1. Lindsay Janzer, North 
Bend, 56:58. 30-39 — 1. Stephanie Casey, 
Reedsport, 50:53; 2. Kim Kanies, North 
Bend, 53:23; 3. Colleen Holland, North 
Bend, 56:28; 4. Andrea Steele, coos Bay, 
1:05:23. 40-49 — 1. Danielle Jensen, North 
Bend, 56:28; 2. Jessica Engelke, North 
Bend, 1:00:39. 50-59 — 1. Ann Rakosi, 
Myrtle Point, 1:02:35; 2. Tanya Sinko, Myr-
tle Point, 1:03:56; 3. Victoria Francis, Co-
quille, 1:22:09. 

MALE
30-39 — 1. James Murray, Coos Bay, 

54:21. 40-49 — 1. Gene Wooden, Coos 
Bay, 44:45. 60-69 — 1. Jerry Roberts, 
Myrtle Point, 43:52; 2. Doug Veysey, Coos 
Bay, 52:09; 3. Kent Sharman, North Bend, 
53:39; 4. Tom Douglas, Salem, 1:00:28. 

5 Kilometers
FEMALE

0-14 — 1. Riley Mullanix, Coos Bay, 
26:35; 2. A. Casey, Reedsport, 37:34; 3. Ar-
abella Mullanix, Coos Bay, 37:47; 4. K. Mul-
lanix, Coos Bay, 42:22; 5. S. Baker, Coos 
Bay, 42:55. 15-19 — 1. Celeste Sinko, 
Myrtle Point, 24:34. 30-39 — 1. Hannah 
Baker, Coos Bay, 43:02. 50-59 — 1. Sheryl 
Phillips, Bandon, 32:59; 2. Linda Eickhoff, 
Bandon, 50:09. 60-69 — 1. Sandra Merritt, 
Coos Bay, 33:02. 70-79 — 1. Nancy Clarke, 
North Bend, 54:32. 

MALE
0-14 — 1. Pierce Casey, Reedsport, 

36:45. 20-29 — 1. Tyson Flitcroft, North 
Bend, 24:34. 30-39 — 1. Jeremy West, 
Coos Bay, 19:34; 2. Jeramy Mullanix, Coos 
Bay, 13:41. 40-49 — 1. Patrick Casey, 
Reedsport, 37:46. 50-59 — 1. Dale Barrett, 
Coos Bay, 56:16. 70-79 — 1. Steve Rich-
ardson, Coos Bay, 35:18; 2. Jim Clarke, 
North Bend, 35:18; 3. Joe Hallett, Powers, 
41:28. 

South Coast Running Club race results

John Gunther, Bandon Western World

Bandon High School student Rachel Eickhoff competes in the Bullards Run at Bullards Beach State Park. 

Today
NBA Basketball — Dallas at Milwau-

kee, 4:45 p.m., ESPN; New Orleans at 
Los Angeles Lakers, 7 p.m., ESPN. 

Men’s College Basketball — UAB at 
Charlotte, 2 p.m., ESPNU; Marshall at 
Western Kentucky, 2 p.m., CBS Sports 
Network; Duquesne at St. Bonaven-
ture, 4 p.m., ESPN2; Cleveland State 
at Wright State, 4 p.m., ESPNU; Wis-
consin at Rutgers, 4 p.m., Fox Sports 1; 
Bowling Green at Buffalo, 4 p.m., CBS 
Sports Network; Villanova at Connecti-
cut, 6 p.m., Fox Sports 1; Fresno State 
at Nevada, 8 p.m., Fox Sports 1. 

Figure Skating — U.S. Champion-
ships, 1 p.m., NBC Sports Network, 
and 5 p.m., NBC. 

Golf — PGA Tour Sony Open, 4 p.m., 
Golf Channel. 

Saturday, Jan. 16
NFL Playoffs — Los Angeles Rams 

at Green Bay, 1:35 p.m., Fox; Balti-
more at Buffalo, 5:15 p.m., NBC. 

Men’s College Basketball — North 
Carolina at Florida State, 9 a.m., ESPN; 
Georgia at Mississippi, 9 a.m., ESPN2; 
Ohio State at Illinois, 9 a.m., Fox; 
Georgetown at Providence, 9 a.m., Fox 
Sports 1; San Diego State at Utah State, 
10 a.m., CBS; Kentucky at Auburn, 11 
a.m., ESPN; Michigan at Minnesota, 
11 a.m., ESPN2; Creighton at Butler, 
11 a.m., Fox; Marquette at St. John’s, 
11 a.m., Fox Sports 1; Stanford at Col-
orado, noon, Pac-12 Network; Xavier 
at Seton Hall, 12:30 p.m., CBS Sports 
Network; Baylor at Texas Tech, 1 p.m., 
ESPN; Creighton at Butler, 1 p.m., Fox 
Sports 1; Florida at Mississippi State, 1 
p.m., ESPN2; East Tennessee at Fur-
man, 1 p.m., ESPNU; Washington at 
UCLA, 2 p.m., Pac-12 Network; George 
Mason at Rhode Island, 2 p.m., NBC 
Sports Network; New Mexico at UNLV, 
2:30 p.m., CBS Sports Network; Virgin-
ia at Clemson, 3 p.m., ESPN; Tulane at 
Cincinnati, 3 p.m., ESPNU; Northern Illi-
nois at Loyola Chicago, 3 p.m., ESPN2; 
Gonzaga at Saint Mary’s, 5 p.m., ESPN; 
Oklahoma at Oklahoma State, 5 p.m., 
ESPN2; Washington State at USC, 
6:30 p.m., Pac-12 Network; California at 
Utah, 7 p.m., ESPNU; BYU at San Fran-
cisco, 7 p.m., ESPN2. 

Figure Skating — U.S. Champion-
ships, 6 p.m., NBC Sports Network. 

Golf — PGA Tour Sony Open, 4 p.m., 
Golf Channel. 

Sunday, Jan. 17
NFL Playoffs — Cleveland at Kan-

sas City, 12:05 p.m., CBS; Tampa Bay 
at New Orleans, 3:40 p.m., Fox. 

Men’s College Basketball — Cen-
tral Florida at Houston, 11 a.m., ES-
PNU; Dayton at George Washington, 
11:30 a.m., NBC Sports Network; 
Fresno State at Nevada, 1 p.m., CBS 
Sports Network; Massachusetts at 
Fordham, 1:30 p.m., NBC Sports Net-
work; Northern Iowa at Loyola Chica-
go, 2 p.m., ESPN; Lafayette at Loyola 
Maryland, 3 p.m., CBS Sports Network

Golf — PGA Tour Sony Open, 3 p.m., 
Golf Channel. 

Monday, Jan. 18
NBA Basketball — Phoenix at Mem-

phis, 2 p.m., TNT; Milwaukee at Brook-
lyn, 4:30 p.m., TNT; Golden State at 
Los Angeles Lakers, 7 p.m., TNT. 

Men’s College Basketball — Saint 
Joseph’s at La Salle, 1 p.m., CBS 
Sports Network; St. John’s at UConn, 
2 p.m., Fox Sports 1; Florida State at 
Louisville, 4 p.m., ESPN; Kansas at 
Baylor, 6 p.m., ESPN; New Mexico at 
UNLV, 6:30 p.m., Fox Sports 1. 

Hockey — Columbus at Detroit, 9 
a.m., NBC Sports Network; Boston 
at New York Islanders, 2 p.m., NBC 
Sports Network; Buffalo at Philadel-
phia, 4:30 p.m., NBC Sports Network; 
Arizona at Vegas, 7 p.m., NBC Sports 
Network. 

Women’s Soccer — international 
Friendly, United States vs. Colombia, 4 
p.m., Fox Sports 1. 

Tuesday, Jan. 19
Men’s College Basketball —Ten-

nessee at Florida, 4 p.m., ESPN; Win-
throp at Presbyterian, 4 p.m., ESPNU; 
USC at Oregon State, 4 p.m., ESPN2; 
Seton Hall at Villanova, 6 p.m., Fox 
Sports 1; Duke at Pittsburgh, 6 p.m., 
ESPN; Colorado State at Utah State, 6 
p.m., CBS Sports Network; Alabama at 
LSU, 6 p.m., ESPN2. . 

Hockey — Washington at Pittsburgh, 
4 p.m., NBC Sports Network. 

Bucs, Browns, Bills out to follow 
footsteps of Super Bowl champs 
ASSoCIATED PRESS

Aside from winning the final Super 
Bowl before the merger in 1970, the Kan-
sas City Chiefs’ biggest claim to fame for 
over half a century was team founder La-
mar Hunt coining the phrase Super Bowl.

Patrick Mahomes changed all of 
that a year ago when he led a furious 
fourth-quarter rally that sent the Chiefs 
to a 31-20 win over San Francisco in 
Super Bowl 54.

Now, there are Mahomes murals all 
over town, the city's famous restaurants 
run specials in his honor and he even 
has a cereal named after him.

The Chiefs (14-2) are again a top 
seed and they're one win away from 
becoming the first team ever to host 
three consecutive AFC championships. 
The only NFC team to do that was the 
Philadelphia Eagles from 2002-04 when 
Andy Reid was their coach.

Even after an excruciatingly long 
wait, a franchise’s fortunes can change 
quickly.

Three long-downtrodden teams — 
the Browns, Bills and Buccaneers — 
have made it to the divisional round this 
weekend and are certain they have as 
good a chance as the Chiefs, Packers, 
Saints, Ravens or Rams of winning 
Super Bowl 55.
BRASH BROWNS

In Cleveland, a strange season has 
turned surreal.

The Browns are playing football in Jan-
uary — not searching for a coach or gener-
al manager or trying to figure out what to 
do with one of their high draft picks.

After a nearly two-decade crawl, the 
Browns (12-5) are among the NFL’s 
elite, one of eight teams remaining with 
a shot at winning it all. That’s heady 
stuff for a franchise that has never made 
it to the Super Bowl.

Yet, under first-year coach Kevin 
Stefanki’s steady hand, the Browns have 
steered around one obstacle after the 
next and have taken off on a run few 
imagined.

They won 11 games to make the 
playoffs for the first time since the 2002 
season. Then, with Stefanski unable to 
make the trip after he tested positive for 
COVID-19 and missing two other key 
players and four assistant coaches, the 

Browns won their first playoff game in 
26 years last Sunday by stunning the 
rival Pittsburgh Steelers at Heinz Field, 
where so many Cleveland seasons had 
died previously.

They did it with Stefanski in his 
basement back home, and they finished 
off their first playoff road win since 
1969 with a left guard who introduced 
himself to quarterback Baker Mayfield 
in the locker room before kickoff.

Stefanski took part in the postgame 
celebration on FaceTime in a scene that 
seems oddly perfect in a pandemic sea-
son of Zoom calls, protocols and social 
distancing.

The Browns’ success has provided a 
needed lift for a football-crazed region 
that’s known mostly losing during an 
expansion era with few highlights.

Stefanski can sense Cleveland’s 
passion.

“I have done a lot of driving around 
town the last few days just because I have 
to get out of here,” he said, speaking on a 
conference call from his basement. “Just 
to see all of the Browns flags and seeing 
everybody wearing the Browns hats, I 
definitely feel it. I think our players un-
derstand how big it is for this community, 
and we have to keep it going.”
BULLISH BILLS

Behind Josh Allen and Stefon Diggs, 
the Bills (15-3) erased plenty of fran-
chise records established by Jim Kelly 
& Co. back when the Bills won a record 
four consecutive AFC titles in the 1990s.

“There has been so much stuff that we 
have said as former players, ’These guys 
got a damn good football team,” Hall of 
Fame running back Thurman Thomas 
said. “Their defense probably won’t hold 
you to 3 points or whatever, but their 
offense? Their offense is a problem.”

The Bills led the AFC with a 

30.3-point scoring average during the 
season, and they haven’t lost since Nov. 
15, when DeAndre Hopkins hauled in 
Kyle Murray’s 42-yard Hail Mary as time 
expired, giving Arizona a 32-30 win.

Allen’s 69.2 completion percentage 
represents an NFL-record jump of 
16.4% since his rookie season in 2018.

“But you give him Stefon Diggs and 
you see what he’s made of and how he’s 
gone about his business,” Thomas said. 
“And he has been tremendous. I think Bills 
fans, including myself, didn’t think he was 
going to be this good this good this early. 
And he has proved a lot of people wrong.”

No, there’s no comparing this Bills 
team to those of his playing days, 
Thomas said.

Not yet anyway, Thomas said, but 
those comparisons are undoubtedly 
coming.

“Especially if they go on to win the 
Super Bowl this year, I mean, you’re go-
ing to have to talk about it,” Thomas said. 
“I really think it’s going to come down to 
the Bills and Kansas City. ... These guys 
believe they can win anywhere. They 
don’t care where they’re playing.”
BOLD BUCCANEERS

The Buccaneers ended the NFC’s 
longest playoff drought with their first 
playoff berth since 2007 thanks to the 
arrival of six-time champion Tom Brady 
in the offseason.

The Buccaneers immediately went from 
a franchise that spent more than a decade 
trying to transform themselves into playoff 
contenders to a club with expectations 
of becoming the first team to appear in a 
Super Bowl in their home stadium.

Brady was attracted to a roster fea-
turing a slew of offensive playmakers, 
including receivers Mike Evans, Chris 
Godwin and Scotty Miller, running back 
Ronald Jones and tight ends O.J. How-
ard and Cameron Brate.

The Bucs then lured Rob Gronkow-
ski out of retirement, upgraded the 
offensive line by drafting tackle Tristan 
Wirfs, and signed veterans LeSean 
McCoy, Leonard Fournette and Antonio 
Brown to bolster the depth around their 
43-year-old quarterback.

Coach Bruce Arians acknowledged 
before the start of the playoffs that the 
Bucs won’t consider it a successful 
season unless they win it all.

NFL Playoffs
Saturday

L.A. Rams at Green Bay, 1:35 p.m., Fox 
Baltimore at Buffalo, 5:15 p.m., NBC.

Sunday
Cleveland at Kansas City, 12:05 p.m., CBS
Tampa Bay at New Orleans, 3:40 p.m., Fox. 

Blazers tie team 
record for 3s 

SACRAMENTO, Calif. 
(AP) — Damian Lillard 
scored eight of his sea-
son-high 40 points in the 
final four minutes, and the 
Portland Trail Blazers tied 
a franchise record with 23 
3-pointers to beat the Sac-
ramento Kings 132-126 on 
Wednesday night for their 
fourth straight victory.

Lillard and CJ McCollum 
led Portland’s shooting barrage 
from behind the arc with six 3s 
apiece. Lillard added 13 assists 
without a turnover, while 
McCollum had 28 points, 10 
assists and seven rebounds. 
Jusuf Nurkic had a season-best 
18 points and 13 rebounds.

“I liked the way we kept 
our focus,” Blazers coach 
Terry Stotts said. “Sacramen-
to was hot all night. More 
than anything else, I like how 
we fought back after things 
weren’t going our way in the 
third quarter.”

The Blazers trailed by 20 
midway through the second 
and were down 105-100 
going into the fourth before 
rallying to win their second 
consecutive game against the 
Kings in five days. Portland 
won 125-99 on Saturday.

Nurkic had 10 points in 
the fourth period but it was 
Lillard who came up big 
down the stretch. He made 
four free throws and a pair of 
driving layups as the Blazers 
outscored the Kings 16-9.

De’Aaron Fox had 29 

points, six assists and six 
rebounds for Sacramento. 
Buddy Hield scored 26, and 
first-round draft pick Tyrese 
Haliburton added 17 points 
and nine assists.

The Kings have lost six of 
eight. This one was particu-
larly painful after they blew 
big leads of 58-38 and 94-75.

“That’s the NBA. The elite 
teams find ways to finish 
those off and that’s what 
we’re building toward. We’re 
not there yet," Kings coach 
Luke Walton said. "Down the 
stretch Dame and CJ hit some 
big shots.”

Portland tied a team record 
for 3s set last year in the 
bubble. The Blazers shot 23 
for 48 from deep but missed 
their final four attempts at 
breaking the mark.

“Coach has been empha-
sizing we need to get more 
3s up,” Lillard said. “We 
continued to penetrate and 
pitch and take those open 
shots. It really helped us that 
we were getting high-quality 
looks. We didn’t pass any of 
them up. We took them and 
kept firing.”

It was the first time Lillard 
and McCollum both had 10 
or more assists in the same 
game as teammates.

“A lot of guys made shots 
tonight, too, so that helped,” 
McCollum said. “I don’t 
get 10 assists very often so 
that’s probably why we both 
haven’t done it.”

Nets have potential, if 
stars align in common goal
ASSoCIATED PRESS

Having a Big Three is 
great.

That is, if those players 
want it to be great.

And that’s the challenge in 
Brooklyn now, after agree-
ing to the trade that landed 
three-time reigning scoring 
champion James Harden 
from Houston: Getting Hard-
en, Kevin Durant and Kyrie 
Irving, all individually great, 
to want to be great together.

A lot of futures and a lot 
of legacies depend on what 
happens.

Durant found a way to 
make it happen in Golden 
State when he played along-
side Stephen Curry and Klay 
Thompson on the way to a 
pair of NBA titles. It worked 
there because Curry and 
Thompson, more than happi-
ly, checked their egos at the 
door and made it seem like a 

seamless incorporation.
Harden never made the 

NBA Finals in Houston with 
big-time backcourt partners 
like Chris Paul and Russell 
Westbrook, plus didn’t even 
give it a chance this season 
alongside John Wall. He 
wanted a trade, stars who 
want trades almost always 
get their way, and after what 
amounted to a resignation 
speech on Tuesday night 
after a loss to the reigning 
champion Los Angeles 
Lakers it was clear that he 
was never wearing a Rockets 
jersey again.

Give the Nets credit. They 
went all-in with this trade. 
They dealt away a rising 
standout in Caris LeVert and 
bet most of their foreseeable 
draft future — three first-
round picks, at minimum — 
on the hope that Harden is the 
last piece needed on the way 
to a championship.
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Advertise Your Business for $20 per week. 
2 Days in The World,

and 5 Days in The World Online!
Call today to get your custom ad started!

541-266-6060 www.theworldlink.com

FREE ESTIMATES

FREE INSTALATION

Blind Repair
Availilble

Knox
and Ginny Story
541-271-5058

Coastal
Window
Coverings

Quality Products
at Competitive

Prices

Coos County Family Owned

Crushed Rock
Topsoil
Sand

Serving Coos Bay, North Bend,
Reedsport, Coquille,
Myrtle Point & Bandon

Kentuck

541-756-2623
Coquille

541-396-1700
CCB# 129529

Check out our in-stock
Luxury Vinyl Plank

Residential & Commercial

State & Federally
Certified

•

Midwest Coast
FLOORING

We treat your home as we We treat your home as we 
would treat our own!would treat our own!

We treat your home as weWe treat your home as we
would treat our own!would treat our own!

www.www.midwestcoastflooringmidwestcoastflooring.com.com

Open Mon-Fri 8:00am-5:00pm
Call for night & weekend appointments

1195 Newmark Ave.,
Suite C,

Coos Bay, OR
(541)-808-3866

We Install What We Sell
Over 25 Years Experience

This week in  Coos County history: January 13-16
100 YEARS — 1921
Basketball game Saturday

Marshfield and North Bend teams to meet
Will decide the championship for the local 
high school organizations

Next Saturday night, January 15, the high 
school basketball team will play its first game 
in the Coos county association series. The 
two old rivals, Marshfield high and North 
Bend high will have a hard fought battle to 
determine the local champion high school 
team. This game is sure to be a spectacular 
and interesting one, for both teams have un-
dergone hard, steady practice since the good 
showings made against the fast Jefferson 
team that recently played here. 

At that time neither team had had much 
training. But now, both teams are said to be in 
the pink of condition. A large crowd of spec-
tators is expected to witness the game. 

A good, snappy preliminary will be played 
between the junior high school team and the 
high school freshmen team. 

Woman sneak thief suspected

Entered a home she thought was empty
Believed that she is around the city with 
intent of burglarizing

It is suspected that there is a sneak thief in 
the city and a woman sneak thief at that. Last 
night a woman entered a private residence in 
the city. The door was unlocked. Evidently she 
did not know that the man of the house was in 
his room on the second floor. No lights showed 
from the room as the curtain was down. 

The woman was heard to open the door 
and walk in and start to the back of the house. 
The man was dressing and thinking it was 
the woman of the house coming called to her. 
The woman down stairs made some answer 
evidently thinking that was the easiest way 
out of it. A few minutes later the man of the 
house discovered that the visitor had quietly 
slipped out and that she was not the woman 
of the house who was expected home and 
who is still out of the city.

The woman had time to move some things 
in the house but apparently she did not have 
time to take anything.

The man stayed up most of the night with a 
gun waiting for the woman suspect to return 
but she did not show up again. 

Coos County to get model farm

Prof. H.D. Scudder here to locate demon-
stration place
Will probably locate near forks of Coos 
river — will erect buildings next week

Prof. H.D. Scudder, long associated with 
O.A.C., but for some time devoting most of 
his efforts to the work of the Oregon Settle-
ment and Land Reclamation Commission, is 
here to locate a model farm in Coos county. 

The farm will probably be located near the 
intersection of Catching Inlet and Coos river, in 
the tract recently reclaimed by Conrad, Adel-
sperger and Dement. He will make a report to 
the commission which will act on it next week. 
The improvements will start in the early spring.

May put new vessel on run

Proposed to operate from Portland south
Agent here to learn if there will be enough 
traffic to warrant the venture

It is possible that a vessel will be put into 
service to run between Portland and Coos 
Bay and other Oregon harbors, including the 
Umpqua river and the Coquille river. 

H. Fischer, representing the Pacific Union 
Company, importers and shippers of Portland, 
is here for the purpose of investigating the 
business which would be available for such a 
boat. He says that there has been guaranteed 
300 tons of freight from Portland south each 
week and the only question to be decided is 
whether or not there would be sufficient north 
bound freight. It would not pay to operate the 
vessel empty from the southern points. 

Whether or not the boat will be put on 
hinges on the matter of securing northbound 
freight. 

Mr. Fischer is visiting prospective shippers 
and will go to Bandon and Reedsport to see 
what they may expect from the Coquille and 
the Umpqua rivers. 

Remodeled destroyer
The company has secured the Fox, former-

ly a U.S. naval destroyer and will remodel 
the boat for commercial uses and sail it under 
another name. 

Lakeside will improve street

Raise fund of $700 to plank main thor-
oughfare
Will extend from railroad crossing to lake 
and include parking space for autos

H.G. Warn, who came in yesterday reports 
that the residents there have raised a fun of 
$700 for planking the main thoroughfare 
from the railroad crossing to the lake. This 
will serve the main portion of the town and 
be of special advantage to visitors. The fund 
was subscribed at a meeting held Friday of 
which Abe Roberts was chairman and A.G. 
Mitchell secretary. 

Chas. Thom agreed to furnish the lumber 
at $15 per thousand, and he will also plank a 
parking space for autos near the hotel, which 
Mr. Warn is now conducting for him. 

The plan is to get the work started at once. 
The roadway will be twelve feet wide

50 YEARS — 1971
Fishermen propose sea limit

CHARLESTON — Winchester Bay 
seafood processor Niel Spencer Wednesday 

night told commercial fishermen here that he 
will attempt to get a 1,500-meter limit set for 
foreign fishing fleets off the Pacific Coast. 

Meeting with some 15 fishermen and their 
wives — members of the All-Coast Fish-
ermen’s Association and the Commercial 
Fishermen’s Wives Association — Spencer 
spoke at the Basin Café. 

Spencer, manager of Winchester Bay 
Seafoods, is one of 25-30 persons in the 
U.S. named as delegates to State Department 
negotiations with Russia over coastal fishing 
limits. He explained that a measurement of 
meters will be used in the international nego-
tiations, rather than fathoms, to denote depth. 
He said he will seek to have a depth set as a 
limit instead of the current 12-mile distance 
limit off the Oregon Coast. The 1,500-meter 
limit would roughly follow the curve on the 
bottom edge of the Continental Shelf off the 
Pacific Coast. 

High winds cripple portions of SW 
Oregon

Travel hazardous; some schools close
High winds that reached 100 miles per 

hour near Port Orford and fast rising levels 
posed new storm danger today in Coos and 
Curry counties. 

Schools in Myrtle Point, Port Orford-Lan-
glois, Gold Beach and Ophir are closed today.

The winds reportedly caused numerous 
small power and telephone line failures and 
made travel on Highway 101 dangerous. 

The Curry County Sheriff’s Department 
asked chip truck drivers to stay off the high-
way near Cape Sebastian and reported the 
roof blown off a new trailer house at Gold 
Beach. Owner Fred Owen and his wife were 
reportedly in the trailer house at the time but 
were not injured. Also reported blown off at 
Gold Beach was the midsection of an airport 
hangar roof. 

Agness was reported operating on emer-
gency power this morning. 

In Coos County some outages were re-
ported by Pacific Power and Light Company 
between Myrtle Point and Coquille and in the 
Prosper area near Bandon. 

Prisoners buy a horse for Janie
BANDON — Oregon State Penitentiary 

inmates she has never seen before are going 
to make little Janie Pruitt’s dream come true. 

Janie wants a horse; a black and white 
pinto mare to replace her other horse, Candy. 
Candy was shot and killed in October by 
someone unknown. 

“It was her first horse,” said Mrs. Carole 
Pruitt, Janie’s mother. “Janie used to share 
her meals with Candy. Pizza, sandwiches, just 
about anything. She learned to ride on Candy. 
They were inseparable.”

When Candy was killed, Mrs. Pruitt wrote 
a letter to The World newspaper, telling about 
the shooting. Julius Trigg, an inmate at OSP, 
saw the published letter and wrote to Janie.

“We don’t have too much money,” said 
Trigg, “but we have several clubs here within 
the walls and a lot of understanding inmates 
that hate to see a thing like this happen.” He 
signed his letter “a horse lover.”

Through Trigg, an appeal was published 
in the penitentiary’s “Walled Street Journal.” 
The goal was set at $200.

Prisoners chipped in a total of $318. 
Inmate Robert Guthrie wrote Mrs. Pruitt, 

“There has been $318 collected for a horse 
for Janie and I put in a little extra for a saddle 
seeing as how she didn’t have one.”

SWOCC clinches President’s Cup with 
84-65 victory over Umpqua

Struve scores 37 points
A record-breaking scoring performance by 

center Ray Struve and a key defensive change 
in the first half has brought home the South-
western Oregon-Umpqua President’s Cup 
home to roost for another year. 

The Lakers dumped visiting Umpqua, 
84-65, to lay claim to the cup with the second 
win in as many tries in the best-of-three 
series. The SWOCC victory also knocked 
the Timbermen out of a share of the South-
ern Division lead in the Oregon Community 
College Athletic Association. 

Southwestern Oregon was to play 
league-leader Lane CC in Eugene at 2 p.m. 
today in an effort to forge a deadlock with the 
Titans, who took an easy win over Chemeke-
ta Friday night. 

Struve, meanwhile, crashed the nets to the 
tune of 37 points which according to Coach 
Dale Bates, is an all-time single-game high 
for a Laker in Prosper Hall — and may be a 
Laker scoring mark all the way around. 

The 6-foot-6 freshman from Bonanza 
cashed in on 16 of 25 attempts from the 
field and added five charity tosses for his 37 
markers. 

20 YEARS — 2001 
Crabbers lament poor season

Intake: Hauls are down an average of 60 
percent from last year

CHARLESTON — It was supposed to be a 
good year for crabbing.

On the heels of last year’s record-setting 
season — one that brought nearly 16 million 
pounds of Dungeness crab and more than $31 
million to the Oregon fishing industry, hopes 
were high for this year’s haul. But only eight 
weeks into a nine-month season, many in the 
crabbing community are calling this year one 
of the worst and some are already pulling 
their gear and calling it quits. 

“It’s been pour. No doubt about it,” said 
Danny Kutch, who operates the 54-foot 
Midori out of Charleston. “Everybody fell on 
their face. It took a lot of guys by surprise.”

Crabbing is an unpredictable business, said 
Kutch. Fishermen know that implicitly, but 
when the season started in December, few 
though this year’s catch would be so lean. 
Up and down the coast, hauls are down an av-
erage of 60 percent from last season. At this 
time last year, nearly 10 million pounds had 
been harvested, according to Nick Furman, 
executive director of the Oregon Dungeness 
Crab Commission. So far, this year’s yield 
has been closer to 3.5 million pounds. 

While it’s still early in the season, those in 
the crabbing business know that most of the 
crab is gone by February. If yields are this 
low already, things aren’t going to get any 
better, they say. 

“There’s not a lot of reason for optimism,” 
said Furman. “We harvest about 80 percent 
in the first eight weeks. We’re running out of 
time in that regard.”

Egg drop: The science of splat
They watched as teacher Jody Rounseville 

climbed a steel ladder onto Bunker Hill Ele-
mentary School’s roof Friday afternoon. He 
was armed with a garbage bag full of student 
contraptions. 

The goal: See whose raw egg, carefully 
packed inside a student-made container, 
makes its way to the ground safely and whose 
doesn’t. 

“I’m going to throw the boxes with the egg 
inside as high as I can in the air,” Rounseville 
said to the large group of students gathered 
below.

“Here we go,” he said, and with a flick of 
his wrist the first colorful box was airborne. 
Seconds later, it landed with a loud thud. 

Fifth-grader Samantha Murray ran and 
picked up her creation and began undoing 
the layers of tape to check on the egg inside. 
After peeling open the box and dumping out 
the Styrofoam packing peanuts, she began 
removing plastic bags and paper towels.

Samantha then held up her egg. It didn’t 
have a scratch on it.

“I really expected it to break,” she said. “I 
totally forgot about this project until about 10 
minutes before the bus came this morning.”

Fifth-grader Fred Kuehn made his contain-
er out of a plastic cylinder filled with plastic, 
air-filled packing material and bubble wrap.

“I wanted to try something different and 
new,” Fred said about his choice of container. 
“I was shocked it didn’t break. I did a few 
practices where I threw it on the gravel and it 
was OK, but I didn’t know if it would be OK 
from the roof.”

Rounseville’s other students made con-
tainers for their eggs out of full rolls of toilet 
paper that were then placed inside a detergent 
box, or they used thick foam wrapped with 
duck tape. 

Friday’s egg drop was the second one, 
Rounseville said. Four students tested their 
containers the same way last week. 

The project started out with students doing 
a creative writing assignment. They were to 
describe how they would get an egg thrown 
from the roof of the building to the ground 
without it breaking. 

“It was a way for them to use their critical 
thinking skills and work on problem solving,” 
Rounseville said. 

Then students made containers to test their 
theories. 

These stories were found in the Marshfield 
Sun Printing Museum newspaper repository 
stored in Marshfield High School courtesy of 
Coos Bay Schools.

A 1971 snowstorm led to much play in Bay Area
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103
Yard Work

Now is the time to clear that 
Gorse! Big Foot Stump Grind-
ing LLC does Gorse and Brush 
Clearing.  Stump Grinding, Trac-
tor Services, Landscape Maint.  
We are Licensed, Bonded and 
Insured.  LCB#9933 
Serving Bandon and Surrounding 
Areas, Find us on fb.
Big Foot Stump Grinding LLC
(541) 366-1036
--------------------------------------
PATRICK MYERS TREE 
SERVICE. Certified arborist, 50 
yrs. exp. Free estimates. 541-
347-9124 or 541-290-7530. Lic. 
#116632. Stump grinding, haz-
ardous removal, pruning hedges 
and brush clipping. Serving 
Bandon area since 1995.
--------------------------------------

JBJ TREE & LAWN 
SERVICE LLC 

JOHN 541-260-8166 CCB# 
211687 Lawn Maintenance 
Hardscape Tree Removal 

Brushing Site Clearing
--------------------------------------

Misc Services
150

BALTIMORE CENTRE
Mail & Ship

FedEx UPS Postal
541-347-5351

Copy Fax Notary
Laser Engraving

Vinyl Signs
Crystal’s Nifty Thrifty

623-233-9587
1130 Baltimore Ave SE

--------------------------------------
JUST CALL JIM! Jim Burgett 
pumps & water filters. Service 
for all makes & types. 541-404-
8300 or 541-347-2211
-------------------------------------------

PAHLS FAMILY DENTISTRY 
offers single-visit crowns, dental 
implants and sedation dentistry. 
Accepting new patients. Call 
to reserve your appointment 
today. 541.396.2242, Coquille

Lost & Found
308

Found chain saw, Bandon, 
call 541-347-2764, leave 
msg w/description & contact 
info

Employment Opps
515

The Port of Bandon has an 
opening for a Maintenance I – 
Temporary Part Time Position. 
Salary range is $14 to $16 DOE. 
The position description and 
application process is posted 
on www.portofbandon.com. All 
applications must be received 
at the Port office not later than 
4PM on 1/19/2021.

Recreational 
Vehicles

604

BUYING RVs. 
Gib's RV is looking for clean 

pre-owned RVs to buy/consign. 
No fee consignments. We make 

house calls. 541-888-3424.

Furniture
712

IT’S MATTRESS SALE 
TIME AT HENNICK'S 
FURNITURE! Up to 
40% off! It’s time to Love 
Your Bedtime. Hennick’s 
Furniture, 88298 Hwy 42 
South (541)329-1233. Open 
Mon-Sat, 9:30-5:30. Shop 
online at:
www.hennicksfurniture.com
---------------------------------------
Tan couch with ottomen $79 
obo. Western 15" saddle 
$120 obo. 541-941-2862.

Pets
736

ANIMAL CREMATORY The Bay 
Area’s only pet crematory with 
COOS BAY CHAPEL. 541-267-
3131 coosbayareafunerals.com

Nursery & Garden
741

We're open!! Dragonfly Farm & 
Nursery 2 miles North of Langlois 
off of HWY 101 is now open for 
the season 7 days a week 10am-
4pm. We have bare root berries 
and trees, bagged soil, shrubs, 
house plants and more! Visit our 
website for details www.dragonfly-
farmlanglois.com or give us a call: 
541-844-5559.

Storage
860

BANDON MINI-STORAGE.  
Temp. controlled; RV & boat 
storage.  
50317  Hwy. 101 South. 541-347-
1190.
BANDON E-Z STORAGE.  
Affordable plus Boat/RV. 370 11th 
St. SE, 
541-347-9629.
BANDON MINI-STORAGE, temp 
controlled, 88371 Hwy. 42S,  541-
347-5040.
Ask for Manager’s Special

Misc for Rent
880

For Rent: 2 bdrm, 1 bath trailer. 
Hauser. $600 per month $400 
dep. 541-759-1199
--------------------------------------------
Reedsport 2 Level Apt 2 bdrm 1 
1/2 bath furnished $675 dep w/g 
laundry no pets no smoking/vap-
ing 541-991-6833

Real Estate/Trade
900

  
EAST BANDON Hot on the 
market!  Three Bedroom two 
bath home, 2200 sq ft plus 
double car garage, attached 
shop, all on huge 17,352 
sq ft lot $350,000. Call Fred 
Gernandt, Broker D. L. Davis 
Real Estate 541 290 9444
-------------------------------------
CHAS WALDROP REAL ES-
TATE LLC. Providing Personal 
Professional Real Estate Service. 
Since 1988. Call for a No Cost, 
No Obligation, Broker Price Opin-
ion for Your Home & Property. 
"Dedicated to Excellence" 541-
347-9455.
-------------------------------------
OCEAN TERRACE Homesites 
just off of Seabird Drive, short 
stroll to Ocean. Surveyed. Water. 
Sewer. Paved street. EZ owner 
financing $69,500. Call/txt Fred 
Gernandt, Broker, 541 290 9444 
D. L. Davis Real Estate
-------------------------------------
COASTAL SOTHEBY'S INTER-

NATIONAL REALTY 
Have you been contemplating 

selling your real estate? Then do 
the sensible thing and obtain a 
Market Analysis and Opinion 
of Value from an experienced, 
professional Realtor. Call Dan 
Cirigliano at 541.297.2427, or 
come by one of our convenient 
locations. Bandon office at the 
comer of Hwy 101 & Seabird 
Drive or our Branch office in 

Coos Bay at 196 South Second 
Street and ask for Dan C. Experi-
ence a higher level of service! !

--------------------------------------------
Great Location! 6.52 acres of 
privacy Oversized Garage, 3 

bdrm/2 bath home with updated 
floors, MLS#20227679 $350,000 
CENTURY 21 Best Realty, Inc. 
325 2nd St SE, Bandon Realtors 

Licensed in Oregon

Lots for Sale
904

GOOD INVESTMENT! Several 
view lots and rentals for sale. 
Call for more info 541-267-3704

For Lease
905

Pacific Coast Medical Park 
Suite E: 576 SQ $1150. Lrg medi-
cal room that can be used for sur-
gery or radiology. 2 Exam rooms. 
ADA restrooms, extra storage, 
reception area. Easy access 
to the elevator. All utilities incl. 
Newer medical facility. 1-year 
lease negotiable. Grand Manage-
ment Services 541-269-5561
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR 
THE STATE OF OREGON

FOR THE COUNTY OF COOS
PROBATE DEPARTMENT

In the matter of the Estate of: 
JULIE ANN ROOP, Decedent. 

Case No.:  20PB08834
NOTICE TO INTERESTED 

PERSONS
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that 
the undersigned has been ap-
pointed personal representative. 
All persons having claims against 
the estate are required to present 
them, with vouchers attached, 
to the undersigned personal 
representative at P.O. Box 1006, 
North Bend, Oregon 97459, 
within four months after the date 
of first publication of this notice, 
or the claims may be barred. 
All persons whose rights may 
be affected by the proceedings 
may obtain additional information 
from the records of the court, 
the personal representative, or 
the attorneys for the personal 
representative, Stebbins & Cof-
fey, P.O. Box 1006, North Bend, 
Oregon 97459. Dated and first 
published January 8, 2021. 
Jason W. Childers Personal 
Representative
Published: January 8, January 15 
and January 22, 2021.
The World & ONPA (ID:306307)
-------------------------------------------
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR 
THE STATE OF OREGON FOR 

THE COUNTY OF COOS
PROBATE DEPARTMENT

In the Matter of the Estate of: 
LUANN MARIT SPENCER,

Decedent. Case No.:  
20PB08675

NOTICE TO INTERESTED 
PERSONS

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that 
the undersigned has been ap-
pointed personal representative. 
All persons having claims against 
the estate are required to present 
them, with vouchers attached, 
to the undersigned personal 
representative at P.O. Box 1006, 
North Bend, Oregon 97459, 
within four months after the date 
of first publication of this notice, 
or the claims may be barred. 
All persons whose rights may 
be affected by the proceedings 
may obtain additional information 
from the records of the court, 
the personal representative, or 
the attorneys for the personal 
representative, Stebbins & Cof-
fey, P.O. Box 1006, North Bend, 
Oregon 97459. Dated and first 
published January 8, 2021.
Kellene M. Allred Personal Rep-
resentative
Published: January 8, January 15 
and January 22, 2021. The World 
& ONPA (ID:306311)

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

Sealed Bids for the US 101 AT 
HEMLOCK AVE. RAILROAD 
CROSSING will be received by 
Greg Drobot, Rock Face, LLC, at 
Coos Bay City Hall, 500 Central 
Avenue, Coos Bay, Oregon until 
3:00 PM local time on February 
4, 2021, at which time the 
Bids received will be publicly 
opened and read. No bids will 
be accepted after this time. The 
Public Improvement Project is for:

Construct at-grade highway 
crossing, reprofile track, replace 
rail within signal approach, install 
crossing surface, install railroad 
signal system.  

The Issuing Office for the Bidding 
Documents is: Coos Bay URA; 
Attn: Rishia Mitchell. Bidding/
Contract Documents are provided 
electronically for $15.00 via the 
internet at www.QuestCDN.com. 
Refer to Quest Project # 7494585.  
Bidders must be registered plan 
holders at the QuestCDN site 
in order to provide a bid. THIS 
SITE IS THE ONLY APPROVED 
LOCATION FOR PROSPECTIVE 
BIDDERS TO OBTAIN OFFICIAL 
BID DOCUMENTS. No hard copy 
bid documents will be available 
for purchase.

All qualifications for this bid are 
to be turned in with the bid on 
February 4, 2021, in order for 
bidder to be deemed responsive.

A mandatory pre-bid conference 
will be held on 1/22/2021 at 11AM 
meet onsite. 

This contract is for public work 
and is subject to ORS 279C.800 
to 279C.870 regarding prevailing 
wage rates. 

This project is being fully funded 
by the City of Coos Bay Urban 
Renewal Agency.

Owner reserves the right to reject 
any and all bids, and to waive 
any technicalities or informalities 
in connection with the bids. No 
Bidder may withdraw their bid 
until thirty (30) days after the bid 
opening.

By order of: Rishia Mitchell, Coos 
Bay URA
Published :The World & ONPA 
January 15, 2021 (ID:306681) 
----------------------------------------------

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF 
THE STATE OF OREGON

FOR THE COUNTY OF COOS
In the Matter of the Marriage of 
JASON RATLIFF, Petitioner, and 
CRYSTAL C. RATLIFF,
Respondent. Case No. 
20DR19534
AMENDED SUMMONS
DOMESTIC RELATIONS SUIT-
TO: CRYSTAL C. RATLIFF,
Respondent.
The Petitioner has filed a Petition 
asking for dissolution of marriage 
and sole custody of the parties’ 
two (2) minor children. If you 
do not file the appropriate legal 
paper with the court in the time 
required (see below), your spouse 
may ask the court for a judgment 
against you that orders the relief 
requested.

NOTICE TO RESPONDENT: 
READ THESE PAPERS CARE-
FULLY!
You must “appear” in this 
case or the other side will win 
automatically. To “appear”, you 
must file with the Court a legal 
paper called a “Response” 
or “Motion”. Response forms 
may be available through the 
court located at: Coos County 
Courthouse, 250 N. Baxter, 
Coquille, Oregon 97423. This 
Response must be filed with 
the court clerk or administrator 
within thirty (30) days from the 
first date of publication along 
with the required filing fee. It 
must be in proper form and you 
must show that the Petitioner’s 
attorney (or the Petitioner if he/
she does not have an attorney) 
was served with a copy of the 
“Response” or “Motion”. The 
location to file your response is 
at the court address indicated 
above.
If you have questions, you should 
see an attorney immediately. If 
you need help finding an attorney, 
you may contact the Oregon State 
Bar’s Lawyer Referral Service 
online at www.oregonstatebar.org 
or by calling (503) 684-3763 (in 
the Portland metropolitan area) or 
toll free elsewhere in Oregon at 
(800) 452-7636.
If special accommodation 
under the Americans with Dis-
abilities Act is needed, please 
contact your local court at 
the address above; telephone 
number: (541) 396-7500.
Dated and first published on 
January 8, 2021.
s/Karen L. Costello
Karen L. Costello, OSB #085391
Costello Law Office, PC
125 W. Central Avenue, Suite 400
P.O. Box 600, Coos Bay, OR 
97420
Telephone: (541) 808-0284
Email: kcostello@kcostellolaw.com
Published: Jan 8,15,22 and Janu-
ary 29, 2021. The World & ONPA 
(ID:306158)

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
CASE FILE AMD 2-20: PRO-
POSAL TO AMEND THE TEXT 
OF NORTH BEND CITY CODE 
TITLE 18, ZONING

The City of North Bend Planning 
Commission will hold a remote 
public hearing on Monday, 
January 25th at 7:00 pm in the 
City Hall Council Chamber, 835 
California Avenue to consider 
proposed amendments related 
to notice requirements for 
legislative hearings and permit 
expiration time lines.

Applicable Criteria: Chapter 
18.84 NBCC

Subject Property: City of North 
Bend city limits

The Planning Commission shall 
make a recommendation to City 
Council on this matter.
Comments and objections 
may be submitted orally and in 
writing.  You must notify staff 
of your intent to participate in 
the meeting no later than 1:00 
p.m. on the day of the hearing.  
Failure of an issue to be raised in 
a hearing, in person, or by letter, 
or failure to provide statements or 
evidence sufficient to afford the 
decision maker an opportunity to 
respond to the issue precludes 
appeal to the board based on 
that issue.
Further information, including 
how to participate in the meeting, 
may be obtained by contacting 
Chelsea Schnabel, City Planner 
at 541-756-8535 or visiting the 
City website at the following link: 
https://www.northbendoregon.us/
pc/page/planning-commission-
meeting-59.
Rene Collins
City Recorder
Published: The World & ONPA 
January 15 and 22, 2021 
(ID:306289)

Agency: USDA - Natural Re-
sources Conservation Service 

Meeting:
Coos and Curry County Local 

Work Group Meeting Date: 
Wednesday January 20th Time: 
1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. Location: 

Zoom
Contact: For More Information, 
contact: Katie Woodruff District 
Conservationist (541) 824-8091 
katlyn.woodruff@usda.gov Chey-
anne Rico Soil Conservationist 
(541) 824-8093 cheyanne.rico@
usda.gov Purpose: NRCS is 
holding a local work group meet-
ing to gather input from farmers, 
ranchers, state and federal agen-
cies, agriculture and conserva-
tion organizations regarding 
natural resource conservation 
priorities and opportunities to 
invest collaboratively in Coos and 
Curry County.
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/
portal/nrcs/detailfull/or/people/
partners/?cid=nrcseprd1300223
The USDA is an equal opportuni-
ty provider, employer and lender. 
A request for accommodations 
for persons with disabilities 
should be made at least 48 hours 
before the meeting to USDA’s 
TARGET Center at (202)720-
2600 (voice and TDD).
Published: January 5, January 
8, January 12, January 15 and 
January 19, 2021. The World & 
ONPA (ID:304962)

541-347-2423

Jazz Feylynn, a cre-
ative author, wrote, 
"One two, one two, / 
Type a word or two. / 
Arrow left, arrow right, 
/ Keep those fingers 
nice and tight. / Keys 
up, Keys down, / Move 
those digits all around. 
/ One two, one two, / 
Type a word or two."

 When you are 
the declarer, there is 
sometimes one chance 
to make your contract. 
Perhaps, for example, 
you need a key finesse 
to work. Occasionally, 
though, there are two 
chances to get home. 
Then the hard part 
might be spotting both 
or working out how to 
try them.

 In today's deal, 
South is in six spades. 
West leads the heart 
king; East overtakes 
with the ace and returns 
the heart four, which 

declarer ruffs. How 
should South continue?

 West's four-
heart overcall made life 
hard for his opponents. 
When North stretched 
to bid four spades, 
South used Blackwood 
and drove into the small 
slam.

 The original 
declarer drew trumps, 
cashed the club ace, 
played a spade to the 
dummy and tried the 
club finesse. However, 
it lost, and South had to 
concede down one.

 Declarer mut-
tered about being un-
lucky given West's 
preemptive overcall. 
But North had spotted 
a second chance. Af-
ter ruffing the second 
heart, South should 
have cashed the spade 
king, the club ace and 
the diamond ace. Then 
he should have played a 

spade to dum-
my and ruffed 
the diamond 
five in hand. 
Here, the 
king drops, 
and declarer 
has 12 win-
ners: seven 
spades, three 
diamonds and 
two clubs.

 Y e s , 
very lucky, 
but if the dia-
mond king 
does not ap-
pear, South 
still has the 
club finesse 
available.

Bridge
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Searching for 
your Dream Home?

Try 
The World 

Classi� eds!

We can help 
make your dream 

come true!

www.theworldlink.com

PUBLISHER’S NOTICE
All real estate advertised herein is subject to the

Federal Fair Housing Act which makes it illegal to advertise
“any preference, limitations or discrimination because of

race, color, religion, sex, handicap, familial status or
national origin, or an intention to make any such

preference, limitation or discrimination.”
We will not knowing accept any advertising for real estate

which is in violation of the law. All persons are hereby
informed that all dwellings advertised are available on an

equal opportunity basis.

Legal Notices
999

Too Much 
Stuff?

To list, call us at 
541-266-6069

Sell it in 
The World 

Classi� eds!

541-347-2423
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Monday opening and 
Wednesday closing quotes
Stock Mon. Wed.
Intel 49.86 51.12
Kroger 31.77 32.22
Microsoft 222.81 212.23
Nike 141.61 142.37
NW Natural 46.04 45.30
Skywest 40.33 41.26
Starbucks 107.09 104.19
Umpqua Hldgs 15.15 16.28
Weyerhaeuser 33.56 33.29

Xerox 23.21 23.20
Levi Straus 20.05 20.56
Dow Jones opened at 30,595.63
Dow Jones closed at 30,832.10
NASDAQ opened at 12,890.03
NASDAQ closed at 12,741.40
S&P 500 opened at 3,754.86
S&P 500 closed at 3,748.46

Provided by Coos Bay Edward 
Jones

NORTHWEST STOCKS
MegaMillions

Jan. 12
12-14-26-28-33

Megaball: 9
Multiplier: x2

Jackpot: $750 million

Megabucks
Jan. 13

6-20-22-29-31-43
Jackpot: $7.1 Million

Powerball
Jan.13

4-19-23-25-49
Powerball: 14
Multiplier: x2

Jackpot: $640 million

Win For Life
Jan. 13

1-3-50-64

LOTTERY SATSAT SUNSUN MONMON TUETUEFRIFRI

55°55°
4343°° 4444°° 41°41° 37°37° 41°41°

56°56° 55°55° 53°53°52°52°

ShowersShowers MostlyMostly
cloudycloudy

ShowersShowers Partly Partly 
cloudycloudy

Partly Partly 
cloudycloudy

Between Dec. 27 and Jan. 
9, one in five tests adminis-
tered in the county came back 
positive, the highest rate in 
the county since the pandem-
ic began and the third highest 
rate in the state over that two-
week period.

Gleason pointed to mass 
testing at several local 
outbreaks in the county as 
reasons for the spike in test 
positivity.

“When you have out-
breaks, and you test large 
outbreaks, like a couple 
congregate care facilities, 
and a giant number of those 
people have positive tests, 
your test positivity’s going to 
go through the roof, it doesn’t 
even matter how many tests 
are being done in the commu-
nity,” he said.

The county’s largest out-
break to date is still active at 
Coos Bay’s Life Care Center, 
according to Becky Fairhurst, 
a CHW case investigator. That 
outbreak is now associated 
with 81 cases of COVID-19 

and seven virus deaths.
An outbreak at the Bob 

Belloni Boys Ranch now 
makes up 27 of the county’s 
virus cases and one virus 
death.

Lastly, an outbreak at the 
Bayside Terrace assisted liv-
ing and memory care facility 
is reporting a total of four 
cases of the virus, including 
at least one resident.

That outbreak began with a 
staff member testing positive 
for the virus, which triggered 
testing for additional facility 
employees and residents, 
according to Caitlin VanDer-
Schaaf, a spokesperson for 
the facility’s management 
company. All of the facility’s 
staff and about 95% of resi-
dents were tested within three 
days of the first positive, she 
said.

“Frontier (Management) is 
and has been very responsible 
in all protocols/policies we 
have implemented to ensure 
ongoing safety,” VanDer-
Schaaf wrote in an email. 
“Ocean Ridge (Assisted 
Living) is another Frontier 
building and has yet to have 
any positive cases since this 
began.”

Still, the department plans 
to help county residents find 
out when it’s their turn to get 
vaccinated. CHW staff are 
currently developing pro-
grams to allow community 
members and businesses to 
sign up for notifications about 
their spot in line, Gleason 
said.

“You’ll get updates as to 
when your group is ready for 
vaccines,” Gleason said.

Still, that system will 
require a significant degree 
of collaboration between 
various players involved, 
including hospitals, clinics, 
providers, pharmacies and 

department staff.
“We’re not close to there, 

that’s going to be a while,” 
Gleason said. “But we are 
working on a system of 
gathering that informa-
tion and informing those 
individuals that fill out that 
form.”

Also in development are 
“PODs,” or Points of Distri-
bution, for vaccine deploy-
ment. Gleason said CHW is 
working with the county’s 
hospitals to get those set up 
in more rural parts of the 
county, and will publicize 
them to the groups that are 
eligible.

“Those are all much larger 
conversations that come up 
during our meetings with 
those community partners,” 
Gleason said.

Each step of administering 
the vaccine takes time and 
expertise, Agor said. It re-
quires trained staff to receive 
and properly store doses of 
the vaccine, pharmacists to 
properly mix the vaccine and 
prepare it for use, nurses to 
administer the vaccine and 
staff members to track who’s 
receiving doses.

That’s an entire process 
that hospitals and health care 
professionals are still work-
ing to understand and comes 
on top of those staff members 
needing to take care of their 
normal duties at the hospital, 
Agor said.

 “Another challenge that 
has been observed to us is 
that the supply chain can be 
somewhat unpredictable,” 
Agor added.

Since manufacturers are 
still ramping up production, 
and information is limited, 
it can be difficult to predict 
when states and hospitals 
will receive doses and have 
the staff ready to adminis-
ter them — not to mention 
having the patients ready to 
receive them.

“In the absence of a 
national strategy, you have 
50 different strategies, or 50 

states trying to figure out 
how to go about this,” said 
Daniel López-Cevallos, an 
associate professor of ethnic 
studies who researches dis-
parities in public health and 
access to care.

Without that consistent na-
tional strategy, López-Ceval-
los said states have been left 
to spend time and resources 
determining the prioritization

“It is clear — again, it is 
not unique to Oregon — but 
it is clear that the prioriti-
zation process has slowed 
down quite a bit the distribu-
tion,” López-Cevallos said.

In Oregon, the basics of 
the prioritization process 
come from the federal gov-
ernment’s recommendations. 
But the specific plan is ironed 
out by the Oregon Health 
Authority with the guidance 
of its vaccine advisory com-
mittee.

According to Courtney 
Campbell, a professor of 
religion and culture who 
studies medical ethics, the 
decisions made by OHA 
and the recommendations of 
that committee are reflec-
tions of the ethical princi-
ples at play.

“Clearly one principle is 
health equity, that is a fairly 
significant one,” Campbell 
said, noting that the commit-
tee largely focuses on ensur-
ing the vaccine distribution 

doesn’t skip communities 
that have received unequal 
health care in the past.

But equity alone doesn’t 
explain all of Oregon’s 
vaccine decisions, Campbell 
said.

He pointed to school staff 
as an example, since the 
state’s been one of the few to 
break with the U.S. Centers 
for Disease Control and 
Prevention by moving educa-
tional staff up the priority list 
to phase 1B of the vaccina-
tion schedule.

Campbell said the ethical 
principles behind that deci-
sion — like a commitment to 
saving the most lives, or the 
idea of treating people equal-
ly regardless their position — 
aren’t quite clear yet.

“We need some princi-
pled articulation from the 
vaccine advisory commit-
tee for OHA,” Campbell 
said. “Right now, it’s really 
focused on health equity, and 
that doesn’t get you all the 
way to the rationale for prior-
itizing teachers and others.”

That was a central theme 
of the researchers’ comments 
Tuesday: The importance of 
transparency in the vaccine 
distribution process.

“Addressing (access to 
care) issues might not be 
enough,” said Beth Marino, 
an anthropologist researching 
effective public health mes-

saging. “We know that there 
are high levels of distrust in 
government and scientific 
institutions in some of these 
groups.”

Without recognizing the 
distrust that communities 
have in government and 
health experts, Marino said 
they may choose not to get 
the vaccine, which could 
slow the fight against the vi-
rus, or could continue spread-
ing misinformation.

“It’s very important 
because the social context 
is so divided,” Marino 
said. “So there needs to be 
messaging about when to 
get vaccine, and there needs 
to be consistent messaging 
about who’s getting vac-
cine and there needs to be 
justification for all of those 
decisions.”

Her research has focused 
on what kind of messages 
work for educating various 
groups — on political, cultur-
al or ethnic lines — about the 
virus and the vaccine.

“Generally, (messaging 
about) taking care of one’s 
elders is effective across a 
very wide swath of those we 
surveyed,” Marino said.

But the bottom line from 
Tuesday’s research panel?

“The ones that are being 
given are safe, and we should 
vaccinate as much as we 
can,” Sahay said.

OSU
From A1

Extreme
From A1

Vaccine
From A1

Zack Demars Photos, The World

A section of chain link fence dips below the surface of Coos Bay during Wednesday's king tide.

King tides follow storm on coast
ZACK DEMARS
The World

This week, the South Coast 
saw its last in a series of king 
tide events projected to take 
place this winter. The events 
are marked by unusually 
high tides and caused by the 
moon's proximity to the earth.

On Tuesday, a winter storm 
joined the tides, causing some 
flooding and damage.

Researchers from the 
Oregon King Tides Project 
also use the abnormal high 
tide events each year to study 
what the impact of rising sea 
levels could do to coastal 
communities.

“Understanding and doc-
umenting the extent and im-
pacts of especially high tide 
events is one way to high-
light the need to prepare for 
the effects of future climate 
conditions,” researchers write 
on the project’s website.

This week’s tides joined 
heavy rains Tuesday causing 
flooding in some parts of the 
county. Some roads and park-
ing lots were impassable, and 
public works crews closed 
the South Jetty in Bandon for 
part of the afternoon due to 
heavy surf.

At the same time, heavy 
winds caused power outag-
es across the coast, leaving 
some customers without 

power overnight.
By 10 a.m. Wednesday, 

Pacific Power was still 
reporting around 1,300 
customers without power in 
its North Bend, Coos Bay 
and Coquille service areas. 
Central Lincoln PUD report-
ed about 250 customers still 
without power in its Douglas 
and Coos County service 
areas at the same time.

Parts of the railroad in Coos Bay were still wet Wednesday after high tides and heavy rain flooded them the day 
before. Below:  Crews worked Wednesday to clear sand and other debris from the parking lot of the Sunset Bay day 
use area after high tides and strong waves flooded the area the day before. The South Coast saw the last king tides of 
the winter this week.

Lawmaker faces backlash 
for Oregon Capitol breach

PORTLAND (AP) — Six-
teen days before the insur-
rection at the U.S. Capitol 
and nearly 2,900 miles away, 
an eerily similar incident oc-
curred at the Oregon Capitol 
when 50 protesters breached 
the building — where law-
makers were working — and 
clashed with law enforcement.

Security video shows a 
Republican lawmaker, Rep. 
Mike Nearman, had physically 
opened the Capitol's door — 
letting protesters gain access to 
the building. Since then, there 
have been calls for Nearman, a 
representative from the small 
northwest Oregon town of 
Independence, to resign ahead 
of the upcoming Legislative 
session that begins Tuesday.

“Representative Near-
man put every person in the 
Capitol in serious danger,” 
Oregon House Speaker Tina 
Kotek said. “As we tragical-
ly saw last week during the 
insurrection at the United 
States Capitol, the conse-
quences could have been 
much worse had law en-
forcement not stepped in so 
quickly. I believe he should 
resign immediately."

The incident occurred 
during a one-day special 
session on Dec. 21, as Oregon 
lawmakers met to discuss and 
pass four bills mainly related 
to coronavirus relief. The 
Capitol was closed to the pub-
lic because of the pandemic.

Tensions rose outside the 
building, as more than 100 
far-right protesters opposing 
statewide COVID-19 restric-
tions gathered. Some toted 
guns, carried Trump flags, 
chanted for the arrest of Gov. 
Kate Brown and assaulted re-
porters as they tried to force 
their way into the building by 
breaking glass doors.

Based on security video, 

Nearman, 56, walked out of 
a side door of the Capitol 
building, where two protest-
ers stood. Nearman pushed 
the door all the way open and 
moved out of the way as a 
protester carrying a flag with 
stars, stripes and a Punisher 
logo rushed into the building, 
catching a second door that 
also electronically locks.

Another protester held the 
outside door as both waved for 
others to follow them. Within 
30 seconds, officers rushed 
into the vestibule, pushed 
out the protesters and tried to 
close the door, but they were 
unsuccessful. As officers and 
protesters gathered, chemical 
spray was used by both sides 
and police officers reported 
not being able to see clearly 
before they ceded the area.

The intruders faced officers 
and chanted “enemies of 
the state” for an hour before 
police were able to clear the 
area, Oregon Public Broad-
casting reported.

“They were focused on 
disrupting the proceedings, not 
unlike what happened in our 
nation’s Capitol,” Kotek said.

At least five people were 
arrested, including one man 
who state police say sprayed 
bear mace at officers.

The legal consequences 
that Nearman, one of the 
chamber's most conservative 
Republicans, might face are 
still unfolding as state police 
investigate his actions and 
the Legislative Equity Office 
discusses if they will pursue 
further disciplinary actions.

“If the investigation finds 
that actions taken were crim-
inal, legislators are not above 
the law and will be held 
responsible,” Rep. Christine 
Drazan, leader of the House 
Republican Caucus, said in a 
statement. 
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“It’s all good!”“It’s all good!”

1024 S. 2nd Street  
Coos Bay, OR 97420

CoosBayOregonProperties.com

SHANA JO’S RED DOOR REALTY, LLC

PRIVATE ACREAGE!
56557 Tom Smith Rd., Bandon

$650,000

2 bed/2 bath, 1,720 sq. ft., 5 acres.
Main home: stone fireplace, vaulted ceilings, 

tons of windows. 2nd cabin has kitchen, bath-
room, and loft. 3rd cabin w/all utilities as well. 

0 Parsonage Lane, Broadbent

$65,000

Over 1.5 Acres. Apple and cherry trees, close 
to hunting, fishing, and outdoor recreation! 
Power to the lot. Driveway and parking pad 

have already been graveled and graded.

Three decades of helping Eagles soar

Photo courtesy of Patsy Gunther

Bob Gunther has spent more than 30 years as chairman of the Chinook District’s Eagle Scout Board of Review. 

It’s been more than 30 years 
since I became an Eagle Scout, but 
I seem to recall making a pledge 
at my ceremony to give back to 
Scouting what it had given me. 

It’s something I took 
to heart — to the tune 
of six summers work-
ing at a pair of Boy 
Scout camps while I 
was in high school and 
college and a few years 
as Cubmaster when my 
son was in Cub Scouts. 

Bob Gunther, also 
known as my dad, is 
not an Eagle Scout, but 
he has more than lived 
up to the pledge, too. 

Dad was Scoutmas-
ter for me and my five 
brothers, helping all 
of us to attain the rank of Eagle, 
along with a bunch of others from 
Coquille’s Troop 63. 

Even after my younger broth-
er graduated from high school in 
1991, Dad kept helping out with the 
troop as a committee member for 
several years. 

But his impact stretches far be-
yond Coquille and Troop 63. 

To Scoutmasters along the rest of 
the South Coast, Dad is well-known 
for helping many, many boys be-
come Eagle Scouts. 

Dad spent more than 30 years as 
the chairman for Chinook District’s 
Eagle Board of Review, a run that 
ended with his final Eagle board 
last week. 

Fellow board members praised 
him not just for his length of 
service, but even more for how he 
did the job (actually a volunteer 
position). 

“To me he was committed to 
young men growing up to be moral-
ly and socially responsible people,” 
said Tom Chase, who served the 
past decade on the board with Dad. 
“To me, that’s what he does.

“He’s kind of the last person 
that gets to say something to them 
where they have to stand there and 
actually listen. He gives them that 
little fatherly advice kind of chat. 
He was just committed to young 
men being right.”

Andy LaTomme, who has been 
on the board for most of Dad’s 
years, said he made the Eagle 
boards special occasions.

“He did everything he could to 
make the experience of the Eagle 
board a memorable experience for 
the Scouts and parents who went 
through it,” LaTomme said. 

But the Eagle board is just the 
final step in a long process, and that 
process is what has set Dad apart. 

To become an Eagle Scout, 
young men (and now young wom-
en) have to earn at least 21 merit 
badges. But there’s one other major 
step to becoming an Eagle, the proj-

ect. And before a prospective Eagle 
can start the project, the Scout has 
to get approval for it. 

In Dad’s case, the Scouts sent 
their project applications to him 

and he shared them 
with the other board 
members. 

Together they would 
come up with ques-
tions for the Scouts to 
consider to make the 
projects better.

And Dad communi-
cated all those ques-
tions to the Scouts. 

“He was constantly 
checking with these 
kids about, ‘Where 
are you really headed 
with this,’” Chase said. 
“I don’t think a lot of 

people would put into it what Bob 
would put into it. I don’t think they 
would put that kind of time into it.”

On board of review night, Dad 
led the board in their discussions 
with the Scouts. 

“He had that sense of being able 
to calm us, to direct us without 
getting a stick out and doing it,” 
Chase said. “It’s what I call true 
leadership.”

And he had a special way of 
calming the Scouts. 

“I really felt Bob’s greatest skill 
was to be able to be able to bring 
those young men in and within a 
few minutes take them into some 
kind of status of being calm so we 
could talk to them.”

And being calm was important.
“The boys stand before the board 

and talk about things that are really 
mature topics,” LaTomme said. 
“We ask them questions about 
leadership styles. We ask them 
questions about the ideals of Scout-
ing. ‘What do you feel is the most 
difficult point of the Scout Law to 
live? Which one have you made the 
most progress in … that was diffi-
cult when you were 11 and is now 
easier when you are 16 or 17?’

“That was the way that the board 
was conducted. To try to get the 
Scouts to look at themselves and see 
where their growth has been, and 
then project where their growth will 
be in the future. More than just what 
do you want to be when you grow 
up, but why do you want to pursue 
that avenue of study or career?”

LaTomme remembers his own 
Eagle board, in New Jersey when 
he was a youth, but said it wasn’t 
nearly as good as the ones he has 
sat on with Dad. 

Chase remembers his Eagle 
board, from 52 years ago, and in 
particular one question he always 
likes to ask the Scouts now: What 
is the most important word in the 
Scout Law?

John Gunther

Please see Gunther, Page B6

Keeping area veterans warm

Volunteers chop some of the 
wood from the Perry’s Supply 
property so it can be stacked 

and delivered to area veterans to 
help them stay warm during the 

winter months. 

Contributed Photo

Volunteers prepare 
firewood in joint 
project spurred by 
Perry’s Supply in 
North Bend

A number of veterans on 
the South Coast received a gift 
of firewood as part of a joint 

project of Perry’s Supply and 
several volunteers. 

Glenn Martin, who owns 
Perry’s Supply, wanted to do-
nate the wood on his property 
to combat veterans. 

Over a number of days, 
volunteers, including from 
several veteran support organi-
zations, donated their time 
cutting, stacking and wrap-
ping firewood for delivery to 
veterans.

The volunteers came from or-
ganizations including Southwest-
ern Oregon Veterans Outreach, 
AMVETS Post 10 Coos Bay, 
American Legion Post 34 Bay 
Area, OSC Patriot Guard Riders 
and Fishing Veterans of America. 

Pacific Properties, CM2J 
Construction and Stangel Con-
struction also donated time for 
the project. 

Please see Firewood, Page B6
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KOZY WOOD HEATING CENTERS, INC. 
2257 Broadway, North Bend, OR 97459 · 541-756-2712 CCB# 40822

SWEEP, SERVICES AND INSTALLS
by Impact Construction

 CCB# 165698

Wood-Pellet-Gas!

LOPI ANSWER FS 

$1799.00
Heats up to 1500 sq ft

12,000 - 60,000 BTU’s

LOPI BERKSHIRE MV

$2299.00
Heats up to
1200 sq ft

Fan & remote optional

NOTICE:

NOTICE:

Some wood stove manufacturers have 
welded the air controls open on their 
wood stoves in order to pass the new EPA 
standard. Before you purchase a new wood 
stove, make sure to check the BTU range. For 
example 12,000 - 60,000 BTU’s is a good range 
and 35,000-60,000 BTU’s is a bad range. If the 
BTU range is not printed in the brochure, the 
EPA has a website where you can check the 
manufacturer’s performance range.

Pellet manufacturers are experiencing difficulties in 
finding raw materials to make pellets. Even if they find 
raw materials, they no longer have the capacity to keep 
up with demand. This has caused the price of pellets 
to soar over the years. Gas & wood prices have stayed 
much more stable or have even gone down 
dramatically in some cases. Gas & wood stoves 
will work without power.  Pellet stoves require a 
power source. The availability of pellets will 
become even more serious as time goes on. 
Wood & gas are plentiful and inexpensive.

FINANCING 

AVAILABLE!

Happy New Year 
from our families to yours

The Chamber Minute: More committees
Last week, we talked about how 

you can make a difference in our 
local business climate by working 
on one of your chamber’s teams. We 
didn’t get through all the opportuni-
ties at that time, so let me introduce 
you to more of them.

Marketing & Communication — 
this team reviews and revises all 
means of communication, to include 
website, social media, press releases, 
radio and others to ensure that our 
message gets out successfully. 

Membership Development — has 
been extremely active this past year 
with new member recognition oppor-

tunities, developing personal contacts 
with all members, and reinforcing the 
value and benefits of membership to 
maintain a strong and viable organi-
zation. 

Education — provides support to 
our local schools so they have the 
resources to help students achieve 
their dreams and become productive 
adults, by improving communication 
with business community, monitor-
ing school performance, recognizing 
teacher excellence, exposing students 
to careers and job opportunities and 
enhancing facilities. Additionally, in 
2020, they established a scholarship 

program for area students. 
Events — Plans and coordinates 

activities that raise funds while also 
providing great times to meet, greet 
and enjoy your fellow members and 
potential members.  

Tourism — Takes a leadership role 
in developing and improving tourism 
partnerships and communications 
on all levels. They provide ideas, re-
sources and programs to support both 
new and expanding tourism based 
businesses.

Transportation — works continu-
ously to ensure that highways, rail, 
air and Port services are maintained 

and upgraded to better serve the 
businesses and residents on the south 
coast. 

Chamber members can be part of 
any of these teams. In fact, that is the 
only way we are successful. So if one 
of these looks interesting to you, give 
us a call and we will set you up.

Remember our business is help-
ing your business. And like us on 
Facebook! 

(Timm Slater is executive director 
of the Bay Area Chamber of Com-
merce. For more information on your 
Chamber, email timmslater@oregons-
bayarea.org.)

TIMM SLATER
Bay Area Chamber of Commerce

Help 
clean up 
the Bay 
Area in 
January
Boys & Girls Club, 
SOLVE team up

SOLVE and the Boys & 
Girls Club of Southwestern 
Oregon are planning a pair of 
local clean-up events later this 
month. 

The first, Jan. 23, will be at 
Airport Heights Park in North 
Bend.

The second, Jan. 30, will be 
at John Topits Park in Coos 
Bay.

Both run from 11 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m. 

The event provides an 
opportunity for people to get 
outside and be involved in the 
community. 

People can sign up in 
advance online or register the 
day of the event.

For information, call 541-
267-2673 or email gstout@
great-futures.org. 

Contributed Photo

Boxcar Hill Campground hosts Christy, Randy and Nichole Rushton present Patrick Wright, the executive director of Operation Rebuild Hope, a donation 
check for $2,500 on Jan. 5.

Fundraiser aids Bryan’s Home project
Boxcar Hill Camp-
ground holds 
raffle to help 
Operation Rebuild 
Hope project

The World

Boxcar Hill Campground 
held its annual raffle/fund-
raiser over Thanksgiving 
weekend, generating $2,500 
for Operation Rebuild 
Hope. 

Several businesses pro-
vided generous donations for 
the cause, making the event 
a success.

“Operation Rebuild 
Hope is a great place to 
put these funds to good 
use,” said Todd Goergen, 
the general manager of 
the Boxcar Hill Camp-
ground. “Patrick (Wright) 
and his team are nearing 
the finish line on opening 
Bryan’s Home. Boxcar Hill 
Campground is honored to 
support Operation Rebuild 
Hope and their mission to 
help our veterans to whom 
we owe so much.”

The donations included: 
A $250 gift certificate 

from North Bend Motor-
sports; 

A cast iron Dutch oven 
and cast iron fry pan from 

Gibbs RV;
A sewer kit from Porter’s 

RV; 
Fire stick goggles from 

North Bend Yamaha; 
A $250 gift card from 

Florence Motorsports;
A two-night stay, miscel-

laneous clothing, a $50 gift 
card and a $275 donation 
from Boxcar Hill Camp-
ground. 

Bryan’s Home, located on 
Sherman Avenue in North 
Bend, is nearing completion.

The project has been 

in the making since 2018 
and has a goal of housing 
homeless veterans and get-
ting them back on their feet 
by teaching them skills to 
become independent. 

Bryan’s Home has eight 
rooms. Two are designated 

as family units, two are for 
disabled veterans, two are 
for female veterans and two 
are for male veterans. 

To learn more about Oper-
ation Rebuild Hope, visit 
https://www.operationre-
buildhope.org/
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WORSHIP DIRECTORYWORSHIP DIRECTORY

Foursquare

Coquille Foursquare ChurCh
1546 North Hemlock St., Coquille • 541-396-5548

All are Welcome - Christ is the center of who we are and all we do

Sunday School..........................9:20 am – 10:20 am
Sunday Worship........................................10:30 am
Celebrate Recovery (meal provided) every Thursday 6-9 pm

Pastors: Sam & Lovena Flaherty

www.pcfoursquare.org

Lutheran

Faith lutheran ChurCh

All are welcome! faithlutheran-nb.org ~ faithlutheran_nb@frontier.com

Home of Cartwheels: A Christian Preschool
2741 Sherman, Ave., North Bend
Pastor Israel Jurich 541-756-4035

Office Hours ..................Mon.–Fri., 8:00 am–12:00 pm

Worship Every Sunday................................... 10:30 am

Baptist

skyline baptist ChurCh
“A Christ Centered, Biblically Based, Family Oriented, Dynamic Fellowship”

3451 Liberty St., North Bend  541-756-3311
(1 block off Newmark behind Boynton Park)

www.sbcnb.org
David Woodruff, Sr. Pastor - Tim Young, Associate Pastor

Loy Huntzinger, Children’s Director - Chad Frantz, Youth Pastor
Sunday School....................................9:00 am & 10:30 am
Sunday Worship..................................9:00 am & 10:30 am
aWana Wednesday nights..................6:30pm to 8:00 pm

Christian Science

Christian sCienCe soCiety
444 S. Wall, Coos Bay  541-888-3294

Sunday Service & Sunday School.............10:00 am

Christian Science Reading Room
Adjacent to church - Open after services, or by Appt.

541-751-9059

Nazarene

Salvation Army

the salvation army
Worship & Service Center
1155 Flanagan, Coos Bay  541-888-5202
Dennis and Tawnya Stumpf, Corps Envoys

Sunday Free Kids Breakfast .......................9:00 am

Sunday School ...........................................9:30 am

Worship Service........................................10:15 am

United Methodist

Nondenominational

541-217-7551 • www.coastlife.church
Sundays....................................................10:30 am

egyptian theatre:

Coast liFe ChurCh

NONDENOmINaTIONaL

Unity Worldwide Ministries

unity by the bay
“Honoring diversity and the many paths to God.

A spiritual community to come home to.”

Sunday Celebration Service......................10:00 am

Office Hours: Wednesday – Friday 10:00 am to 2:00 pm
2100 Union ~ North Bend

541-751-1633

Jewish

Congregation mayim shalom
Shabbat

March 6th, 5:30 p.m
Change of Venue Location
North Bend Library

For information call 541-266-0470
Or visit www.mayimshalom.us

No Services at this time
For information call 541-266-0470

or visit www.mayimshalom.us

Catholic

holy redeemer -north bend
2250 16th St. (West off Broadway)  541-756-0633

Saturday Vigil..............................................4:00 pm
Sunday mass .......................... 8:00 am & 10:00 am

Confessions: Saturday 3-3:45 pm or by appointment
Daily mass: Wed., Thurs. & Fri. ....................... 9:00 am

For mass updates or for more  
information, please visit us at  

holyredeemernb.org or 
call 541-756-0633 ext. 2

Episcopal

EmmanuEl Episcopal church
4th & Highland, Coos Bay  

541-269-5829 Preschool 541-404-3045
The Rev. Dr. Patti Hale, OP 

Services Are Suspended until April 19, 2020
“...even the hairs of your head are all counted.  

Do not be afraid; you are of more value than many sparrows.”
A spirit of worship, welcoming to all.

4th and Market St., Coos Bay
The Rev. Dr. Patti Hale, OP Dominican Order of Preachers

Emmanuel is suspending in-person worship until 
further notice. Please join us for Worship, 10AM 

Sunday, on YouTube.com Emmanuel Parish, Coos Bay
541 -269-5829

       YouTube.com Emmanuel Parish, Coos BayYouTube.com Emmanuel Parish, Coos Bay

ChurCh oF Christ
2761 Broadway, North Bend  541-756-4844

Sunday Bible Study........................................ 9:30 am

Sunday Worship........................................... 10:30 am

Sunday Evening Worship ............................... 5:30 pm

Wednesday meal and Worship....................... 6:00 pm

Where You Can Find A Friend

Church of Christ

Catholic

bay area Foursquare ChurCh
466 Donnelly (across from the new Coos Bay Fire Station)

Glorifying, Proclaiming and Showing Christ to all
Pastors: David &Marilyn Scanlon

(541) 269-1821
Sunday School....(all ages through adult)............. 9:00 am - 9:45 am
Sunday Worship....(Nursery & Children’s Church Provided) .......10:00 am

We also have small group ministries meeting throughout the week.
E-mail: Ba4@ba4.org Website: www.ba4.org

Foursquare

Lutheran

Coos Bay

Reedsport Christian Church
2795 Frontage Road in Reedsport

Sunday School................................................9:30 am
Sunday MorningWorship ......................... 10:45 am

Pastor Whiteman
541-271-3756

Reedsport

North Bend

Coquille

Christian

Creating communities through faith & fellowship

st. moniCa - Coos bay
357 S. 6th St., Coos Bay • 541-267-7421

Saturday Vigil mass ..............................................................4:30 p.m.

Sunday mass .................................................. 8:30 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.

Spanish mass .......................................................................1:00 p.m.

Confessions: Saturday 3:00 - 4:00 p.m. or by appointment

Daily mass: Tues: 5:30 p.m. Wed–Fri: 12:00 p.m.

357 S 6th St., Coos Bay
541.267.7421

Saturday Mass:..............................4:30pm 
Sunday Mass:. 8:30am, 10:30am, 1:00pm

Cornerstone ChurCh-nazarene

All are Welcome
www.cornerstonenaz.com

886 S. 4th St, Coos Bay (Coos Bay Senior Center)
Pastor Ron Halvorson

541-808-9393 or 541-290-8802

Sunday School.................................................9:15 am
Sunday Traditional Worship Service ................10:30 am

Sunday School...........9:15 am.
Sunday Traditional Worship Service.......10:30 am. 
See us live on Facebook • 10:30 am Sunday 

at CoosBayCornerStoneNazarene
All are Welcome - www.cornerstonenaz.com

harmony united methodist ChurCh

sunday school all ages............................................ 9:30 am
sunday Worship service......................................... 11:00 am
Wednesday bible study............................................ 5:30 pm
Choir practice, Wednesdays..................................... 7:00 pm

123 SE Ocean Blvd., 541-267-4410
Church at the top of the Hill Coos Bay

www.harmonyumcoregon.org
Due to Covid-19 our in person services have been cancelled 

until further notice. We do have our Sunday Worship 
Services being shown on Harmony UMC Facebook page.

Our services begin 11a.m. each Sunday morning. 
Please grab a cup of coffee or tea and join us!

We have canceled all 
worship services through March 

Please join us online for worship. 
Worship materials and a link to the service 

will be available on our website 
 

1290 Thompson Rd. Coos Bay 
541 267-2347 

www.gloriadeifamily.org 

Gloria Dei Lutheran Church-ELCA 

Join us Online
10 am every Sunday

Facebook Live or call our office for the Zoom link.

Presbyterian

First presbyterian ChurCh, n. bend
541-756-4155 2238 Pony Creek Rd, North Bend
Sunday School.............................................9:15am
Sunday morning Worship..........................10:30 am
Youth Group Wednesday ......................... 5:30-7 pm

Pastor Eric Lindsey
First Sunday of each month is Communion

nbpresbyterian.org

First presbyterian ChurCh, n. bend
541-756-4155 2238 Pony Creek Rd, North Bend
Sunday School.............................................9:15am
Sunday morning Worship..........................10:30 am
Youth Group Wednesday ......................... 5:30-7 pm

Pastor Eric Lindsey
First Sunday of each month is Communion

nbpresbyterian.org

Live Stream Worship 
Every Sunday at 10:30am from our website.

FirstPresnorthbend.org

Call today to place your 
ad in the directory.
541-266-6060

Share your
message!
541-266-6060

The answer, he said, is “is” 
because you can’t separate 
the 12 points of the law (A 
Scout is trustworthy, loyal, 
helpful, friendly, courteous, 
kind, obedient, cheerful, 
thrifty, brave, clean and 
reverent).

Chase said some people 
objected to that question and 
he asked Dad if it bothered 
him one night.

“He said, ‘No. It’s the last 
time we have to reinforce 
to these young men … the 
values of the lessons they’ve 
been taught.’”

Dad was the chairman by 
the time I went through my 
Eagle board, though he didn’t 
preside over it. He did have a 
chance to ask me his favorite 

question, though, one he has 
repeated over and over the 
past 30 yeasrs.

First, he asks the Scouts 
if they remember the Scout 
slogan, which is “Do a good 
turn daily.”

When they respond cor-
rectly, he asks, “What was 
your good turn today?”

It is maybe the most endur-
ing moment from my Eagle 
Board because I was nervous 
he was going to grill me 
with a really tough question 
and I was really happy that I 
remembered the answer. Hav-
ing spent the day teaching 
younger Scouts merit badges 
at Camp Baker made it really 
easy for me to pick any num-
ber of good turns. 

LaTomme loves that Dad 
still asks that question.

“Sometimes, the Scout 
would squirm a little bit and 
Bob would smile and say, 

‘Well, the day isn’t over 
yet.’”

Dad started on the Eagle 
board when Timm Slater 
was the chairman, and Slater 
spoke of the importance of 
the board. 

“The Eagle Scout rank 
reflects one’s growth in 
leadership,” Slater said. “To 
become an Eagle, you must 
grow in your knowledge 
and abilities. Many of these 
experiences set foundations 
for a lifetime of growth and 
success. The Eagle learns 
about the value of service 
to others. Doing things just 
because they are right, with 
no interest in recognition.”

Slater remembers well 
his Eagle board in San Jose, 
Calif.

“That made an impression 
on me,” he said. 

When Slater was the 
chairman, he set up Eagle 

boards that held the prospec-
tive Eagles to high standards, 
but “we did not tear down 
candidates, but helped them 
to grown and to express 
themselves on what Scouting 
has meant to them.

“Your father continued 
that standard of excellence 
and helped the continued 
growth of these young lead-
ers.”

Continued for more than 
three decades. Without much 
recognition at all, which 
people who know Dad would 
expect because he never 
seeks attention. 

Dad has celebrated our 
accomplishments, like any 
proud father. We’ve had 
chances to return the favor 
a few times, including when 
he was awarded the Silver 
Beaver, the highest award for 
adults in Scouting. 

That came way back in 

1994, when he was still 
relatively new in his role as 
Eagle Board chairman. 

Now that he has stepped 
away from that position, it’s 
a good chance for us sons to 
tell him how proud we are of 
him again. 

The members of the board 
thanked him for his many 
years, too. 

“His service really is 
unique,” LaTomme said. “I 
don’t know anybody who has 
held a position in Scouting 
and faithfully fulfilled the 
requirement for that many 
years.”

LaTomme came to Oregon 
in 1982 and said he has 
served on a bunch of differ-
ent committees, both on the 
district and council level.

“It was universally agreed 
upon, the one area this 
district never had to worry 
about was the Eagle boards 

of review,” LaTomme said. 
“Bob took care of them. 
He paid attention to details 
and he provided a positive 
experience for the boys and 
the board members. He just 
did it right.”

Now LaTomme will fill 
that role.

He’s thought about it 
some. His son, Matthew, is 
the Eagle board chairman of 
his district in the California 
desert and Matthew has put 
several of Dad’s ideas into 
use for his boards. 

And LaTomme will imple-
ment some of his son’s ideas, 
including holding the board 
meetings by Zoom instead of 
in person. 

Mostly, LaTomme wants 
to continue the legacy. 

“Obviously, I’ve got some 
pretty big shoes to fill step-
ping into his place,” he said. 
“Bob just did it right.”

Gunther
From B1

To date, seven deliveries have been 
made, to a Korean War veteran widow 
in North Bend, a female veteran in Coos 
Bay who is also a veteran widow, an 

Army veteran in North Bend, a 22-year 
Army and Navy Gulf War veteran in 
Coos Bay, Vietnam Marine veterans in 
North Bend and Reedsport and a Desert 
Storm Army veteran in Reedsport. 

People can recommend other families 
of veterans by contacting Krystal Hopper 
by phone at 541-294-5185 or email at 
1krysade@gmail.com. 

Firewood
From B1

Contributed Photos

Stacks of wood, above, are ready for delivery to South Coast veterans. At right, workers arrange some of 
the firewood so it can be prepared for delivery. 


