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Supreme Court stops census

(AP) - The Supreme Court on
Tuesday ruled that the Trump
administration can end census
field operations early, in a blow
to efforts to make sure minorities
and hard-to-enumerate commu-
nities are properly counted in the
crucial once-a-decade tally.

The decision was not a total
loss for plaintiffs in a lawsuit
challenging the administration’s
decision to end the count early.
They managed to get nearly two
extra weeks of counting people
as the case made its way through
the courts.

However, the ruling increased
the chances of the Trump admin-

istration retaining control of the
process that decides how many
congressional seats each state
gets — and by extension how
much voting power each state
has.

The Supreme Court justices’
ruling came as the nation’s
largest association of statisti-
cians, and even the U.S. Census
Bureau’s own census takers and
partners, have been raising ques-
tions about the quality of the data
being gathered — numbers that
are used to determine how much
federal funding and how many
congressional seats are allotted
to states.

After the Supreme Court’s
decision, the Census Bureau said
field operations would end on
Thursday.

At issue was a request by
the Trump administration that
the Supreme Court suspend a
lower court’s order extending the
2020 census through the end of
October following delays caused
by the pandemic. The Trump ad-
ministration argued that the head
count needed to end immediately
to give the bureau time to meet
a year-end deadline. Congress
requires the bureau to turn in
by Dec. 31 the figures used to
decide the states’ congressional

seats — a process known as
apportionment.

By sticking to the deadline, the
Trump administration would end
up controlling the numbers used
for the apportionment, no matter
who wins next month’s presiden-
tial election.

In a statement, House Speaker
Nancy Pelosi called the Supreme
Court’s decision “regrettable
and disappointing,” and said the
administration’s actions “threat-
en to politically and financially
exclude many in America’s most
vulnerable communities from our
democracy.”

Associate Justice Sonia Soto-

This March 2018 photo shows the Hollering Place at the water's edge in the Empire District of Coos Bay.

First Hollering Place land use approved

ZACK DEMARS
The World

COOS BAY — The Coos
Bay Planning Commission
approved land use plans for the
Hollering Place Cultural Center
at a meeting held Tuesday.

The center, proposed by the
Confederated Tribes of Coos,
Lower Umpqua and Siuslaw In-
dians, will be home to historical
and cultural exhibits and will
serve as a place to share Tribal
culture.

It’1l also be the first major
construction at the Holler-
ing Place development at the
corner of Newmark Avenue
and Empire Boulevard, where
the Hollering Place Wayside
currently sits.

“I’'m impressed,” planning
commission member Jeff Mari-
neau said during the commis-
sion’s review of the proposal.
“It’s an absolutely stunning
design for that corner.”

The 4,300-square-foot
cultural center will sit on the
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Arendering of the Hollering Place Cultural Center, planned in Coos Bay's Empire area.

property’s upper bluff overlook-
ing the water, and is designed
in a similar style to a traditional
Plank house, with wood siding,
storefront windows and stand-
ing seam metal roofing, accord-
ing to application documents.

In 2008, city leaders pub-
lished a three-phase Master Plan
for the Hollering Place property,
with the intent of developing
the property to revitalize the
area. The development propos-
al eventually selected by city

leaders added plans to recognize
the history of the site, which
was originally the site of a Coos
Tribal village. The shoreline
became the county’s first Eu-
ropean settlement and eventu-
ally Empire City, the first Coos
County seat.

Much of the development will
focus on that history. The land,
owned by the tribes, is slated to
include interpretative elements
in addition to the cultural center,
as well as dining, hotel space

Contributed by the City of Coos Bay

and retail.

One of the site’s first projects
was the installation of a seawall,
which was completed last year
before the city’s Urban Renewal
Agency signed the land over to
the tribes.

Developers still need a few
permits before beginning con-
struction on the project, accord-
ing to city planner Debbie Erler.
There’s a 15-day appeal window
on the planning commission’s
decision to approve the plans.

Social Security recipients to get increase

WASHINGTON (AP) — So-
cial Security recipients will get
a modest 1.3% cost-of living-in-
crease in 2021, but that might
be small comfort amid worries
about the coronavirus and its
consequences for older people.

The increase amounts to $20
a month for the average retired
worker, according to estimates
released Tuesday by the Social
Security Administration. That’s
a little less than this year’s 1.6%
cost-of-living adjustment, or
COLA.

The COLA affects the personal
finances of about 1 in 5 Ameri-
cans, including Social Security
recipients, disabled veterans and
federal retirees, some 70 million
people in all.

The economic fallout from the
virus has reduced tax collections
for Social Security and Medi-
care, likely worsening their long-
term financial condition. But

there’s been no real discussion of
either program in the personally
charged election contest between
President Donald Trump and
Democrat Joe Biden.

“It’s very difficult to talk about
anything policy-wise,” said
Mary Johnson, an analyst with
the nonpartisan Senior Citizens
League. “We are looking at a
period where there are growing
inadequacies in Social Security
benefits, particularly for people
with lower-to-middle benefits.”

With the just-announced
COLA, the estimated average
Social Security payment for a
retired worker will be $1,543 a
month next year. A typical cou-
ple’s benefits would increase $33
to $2,596 per month.

“The guaranteed benefits pro-
vided by Social Security and the
COLA increase are more crucial
than ever as millions of Ameri-
cans continue to face the one-two

punch of the coronavirus’s health
and economic consequences,”
said AARP CEO Jo Ann Jenkins.

But Diana LaCroix, of Oma-
ha, Nebraska, says her COLA
doesn’t cushion rising health care
costs most years. And she has
new responsibilities. Her young-
est daughter and two grandsons
moved in with her this summer
after the daughter’s landlord
decided to sell the house they
were renting.

LaCroix, retired from cus-
tomer service jobs, is now
buying diapers some days as she
scrounges for good deals on hand
sanitizer. “Something’s got to
give,” she said. “Something’s got
to change.”

People 65 and older went for
Trump in 2016, but this election
some polls show Biden even
with Trump among older voters,
or ahead.

Trump has kept his prom-

ise not to cut Social Security
benefits, but this summer he sent
confusing signals with a plan to
temporarily suspend collection
of certain taxes that fund the
program. While the White House
staff said it was a limited mea-
sure that would have no lasting
impact, Trump kept hinting to
reporters that he had much big-
ger tax cuts in mind. Early in the
year, he told an interviewer he
wanted to tackle “entitlements,”
or benefit programs, in a second
term.

Biden has a Social Security
plan that would revamp the
COLA and peg it to an inflation
index that more closely reflects
changes in costs for older people,
particularly health care. That’s
been a priority for advocates. He
would also increase minimum
benefits for lower-income retir-
ees, addressing financial hardship

Please see increase, Page 4

mayor dissented from the high
court’s decision, saying “re-
spondents will suffer substantial
injury if the Bureau is permitted
to sacrifice accuracy for expedi-
ency.”

The Supreme Court ruling
came in response to a lawsuit by
a coalition of local governments
and civil rights groups, argu-
ing that minorities and others
in hard-to-count communities
would be missed if the census
ended early. They said the sched-
ule was cut short to accommo-
date a July order from President
Donald Trump that would ex-

Please see Census, Page 4

Barrett
faces third
day of
hearings

WASHINGTON (AP) —
Supreme Court nominee Amy
Coney Barrett returned to Capitol
Hill for a third day of confirma-
tion hearings Wednesday, called
“unashamedly pro-life” by her
Republican Senate champion
with Democrats running out of
time to stop her quick confirma-
tion.

Senators are trying to dig
deeper into the conservative
judge’s outlook on abortion,
health care and a potentially
disputed presidential election,
but Barrett has been batting away
questions in long and lively
exchanges, insisting she would
bring no personal agenda to the
court but decide cases “as they
come.”

Her nomination by President
Donald Trump to replace the late
Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg has
ground other legislative business
to a halt as Republicans excited
by the prospect of locking in a
6-3 conservative court majority
race to confirm her over Demo-
cratic objections before Election
Day.

“She’s going to the court,”
Sen. Lindsey Graham, R-S.C.,
the committee chairman, said as
the proceedings got under way
Wednesday after a nearly 12-
hour session the day before.

Graham said Trump had made
history by nominating someone
“who is unashamedly pro-life.”
But Graham said, as Barrett has,
that she’d be able to set her per-
sonal views aside when deciding
cases on abortion. Democrats
worry that Barrett will vote to
undermine abortion rights.

Barrett’s nomination has been
the focus at a Capitol mostly shut
down by COVID-19 protocols,
frustrating Democrats who are
virtually powerless to stop a
judge from confirmation. They
warn she will be seated on the
court in time to cast a vote to
undo the Affordable Care Act
next month, causing millions
of Americans to lose coverage
during a pandemic.

“People are fed up,” said Sen.
Dick Durbin, D-IIL., criticizing
GOP priorities in forcing the
Senate action as the country
suffers from the pandemic and
Congress squabbles over approv-
ing additional economic aid.

The 48-year-old appellate
court judge declared her conser-
vative views in often colloquial
language, but she refused many
specifics Tuesday. She aligns
with the late Justice Antonin
Scalia, a conservative mentor,
and declined to say whether she
would recuse herself from any
election-related cases involving
Trump and Democratic nominee
Joe Biden.

“Judges can’t just wake up one
day and say I have an agenda
— I like guns, I hate guns, I like
abortion, I hate abortion — and
walk in like a royal queen and
impose their will on the world,”

Please see Barrett, Page 4
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Oregon’s COVID-19
death toll goes over 600

The World

Oregon’s death toll from
the COVID-19 pandemic
went over 600 when the
Oregon Health Authority
reported six new deaths
Tuesday.

“Today we surpassed
600 reported COVID-19
deaths, marking an unhap-
py milestone for all Ore-
gonians. At OHA we note
each COVID-19 related
death with great sadness,”
said OHA Director Patrick
Allen. “Our thoughts go
out to the families and
loved ones of those we
have lost.”

That followed two
straight days when no new
deaths had been reported.

In addition, OHA report-
ed 321 new confirmed and
presumptive cases, bring-
ing the state total to 37,780
as of 12:01 a.m. Tuesday.

The new confirmed and
presumptive COVID-19
cases reported Tuesday are
in the following counties:
Benton (10), Clackamas
(37), Clatsop (5), Colum-
bia (1), Crook (1), Curry
(4), Deschutes (2), Douglas
(1), Jackson (13), Jefferson
(1), Josephine (3), Klamath

(5), Lake (1), Lane (39),
Lincoln (5), Linn (20),
Malheur (14), Marion (35),
Multnomabh (45), Polk (3),
Tillamook (1), Umatilla
(11), Union (2), Wasco (1),
Washington (50), and Yam-
hill (11).

Oregon’s 600th
COVID-19 death is
an 83-year-old man in
Yambhill County who
tested positive on Sept.

21 and died on Oct. 5 in
his residence. Presence of
underlying conditions is
being confirmed.

Oregon’s 601st
COVID-19 death is an
89-year-old man in Mult-
nomah County who tested
positive on Sept. 30 and
died on Oct. 12 at Adventis
Health Portland. He had
underlying conditions.

Oregon’s 602nd
COVID-19 death is a
75-year-old woman in
Marion County who tested
positive on Oct. 1 and died
on Oct. 9 in her residence.
She had underlying condi-
tions.

Oregon’s 603rd
COVID-19 death is a
90-year-old man in Clacka-
mas County who tested
positive on Oct. 10 and

died on Oct. 11. Place of
death is being confirmed.
He had underlying condi-
tions.

Oregon’s 604th
COVID-19 death is a
91-year-old man in Mal-
heur County who tested
positive on Sept. 7 and
died on Sept. 18 in his res-
idence. He had underlying
conditions.

Oregon’s 605th
COVID-19 death is an
81-year-old woman in
Multnomah County who
tested positive on Oct.

1 and died on Oct. 10

at Providence Portland
Medical Center. She had
underlying conditions.

“Each death is a re-
minder to the rest of us of
the severity and danger
of COVID-19,” Allen
said. “Each of us has our
own reasons why we take
individual COVID-19 pre-
vention steps like wearing
a mask, keeping physical-
ly distant, and avoiding
gatherings, but for most of
us, we take these actions to
protect our families, friends
and neighbors. OHA sends
its condolences to every
Oregonian who has lost
someone to COVID-19.”
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Fire restrictions lifted
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SOUTH COAST — The
Bureau of Land Manage-
ment Coos Bay District
lifted fire restrictions on
BLM public lands Wednes-

day morning, according to
a release from the agency.
The change means camp-
fires, the use of machinery
and smoking are all now
permitted on BLM-man-
aged lands in Coos, Curry

and Douglas Counties.

Fire danger is always
present, which means visi-
tors must be cautious with
fires and ensure they’re
extinguished completely,
the agency said.

UofO to remain mostly
online through winter

EUGENE (AP) — The
University of Oregon said
Tuesday that winter term
courses will continue to be
largely remote and online.

The university in Eugene
said it will continue to offer
some classes in-person, such

according to the university.
“We made this deci-
sion based on our careful

monitoring of COVID-19

indicators and prevalence

in Lane County and across

Oregon,” read a message
from University President

community remains our top
priority.”

The university in October
has reported nearly 200 cas-
es of coronavirus in univer-
sity employees and students
living on and off campus.
Likewise, Lane County,

Michael Schill and Provost
and Senior Vice President
Patrick Phillips. “As has
been the case throughout
the pandemic, the health

as science labs and physical
education courses, Oregon
Public Broadcasting report-
ed. Those in-person courses
will require face coverings

where UO’s main campus is
located, has also reported an
increase in cases, some from
the university community as
well as other spikes such as

Michigan, Virginia governors

mentioned in kidnap plot

GRAND RAPIDS,

anyone had been charged

Mich. (AP) — Members of ~ with plotting against

anti-government paramil-
itary groups implicated in
an alleged plot to kidnap
Michigan’s governor ahead
of the November election
because of her measures

to slow the coronavirus
also discussed abducting
Virginia’s governor, an FBI
agent testified Tuesday.

The disclosure came
during a federal court
hearing in Grand Rapids,
where agent Richard Trask
revealed new details about
investigators’ use of confi-
dential informants, under-
cover agents and encrypted
communication to thwart
the purported scheme to
abduct Democratic Gov.
Gretchen Whitmer.

A judge ordered three of
six men charged in the case
held without bond until
trial, delaying rulings on
two defendants. Another
was ordered returned to
Michigan from Delaware.

“They discussed possi-
ble targets, taking a sitting
governor, specifically
issues with the governor
of Michigan and Virginia
based on the lockdown
orders” they had issued to
deal with the pandemic,
Trask said, referring to a
June 6 meeting in Dublin,
Ohio, attended by roughly
15 members of anti-gov-
ernment groups from “four
or five states.” A criminal
complaint said at least two
of the defendants were
among them.

It wasn’t immediately
clear if talk of targeting
Virginia’s Democratic
governor, Ralph Northam,
continued beyond the
meeting. Nothing from
the complaint or Trask’s
testimony indicated that
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Northam.

But the mention of
another governor who,
like Whitmer, has drawn
attacks from President
Donald Trump — and the
alleged intent to carry out
the kidnapping shortly
before the bitterly divisive
U.S. election — escalated
political tension surround-
ing the case. Trump urged
supporters to “LIBER-
ATE” Michigan, Virginia
and Minnesota in a series
of tweets in April, en-
couraging protesters who
turned up at state Capitols
to oppose restrictions
aimed at minimizing the
spread of the virus.

Trump falsely claimed
in a recent interview on
Fox News that Northam,

a supporter of abortion
rights, had “executed a
baby.”

The president “regu-
larly encourages violence
against those who disagree
with him,” Northam’s
spokeswoman, Alena Yar-
mosky, said in a statement
Tuesday. “The rhetoric
coming out of this White
House has serious and
potentially deadly conse-
quences. [t must stop.”

Whitmer and others
have similarly accused
Trump of emboldening
extremists.

Following the arrests
last week, the White House
said the president has con-
demned hate, and Trump
tweeted: “T do not tolerate
ANY extreme violence.”

Northam said during a
news conference he and his
family felt safe with secu-
rity Virginia’s state police
provide, and that he had
been threatened before. His
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protection was tightened
this year after he signed
gun control legislation.

“I’m continuing my
work for the common-
wealth as [ would any
other day,” he said.

Yarmosky said the FBI
had alerted key members
of Northam’s security team
during the investigation.
But in keeping with secu-
rity protocols for highly
classified information,
neither the governor nor
members of his staff were
informed.

During the hearing in
Grand Rapids, Magis-
trate Judge Sally Berens
ordered Kaleb Franks,
Daniel Harris and Brandon
Caserta held without bond.
She said she would rule
later on Adam Fox and Ty
Garbin. All five are from
Michigan.

The sixth defendant,
Delaware resident Barry
Croft, was ordered trans-
ferred to Michigan during
a separate proceeding.

Trask, the FBI agent,
testified that authorities
learned of the June meet-
ing in Ohio while investi-
gating various anti-govern-
ment groups. Authorities
have said the men wanted
to retaliate against Whit-
mer because of what they
considered her “uncon-
trolled power” during the
coronavirus outbreak.

Trask said Fox, whom
investigators describe as
aringleader and was the
only defendant without a
mask at the hearing, had
said during a post-arrest
interview he’d considered
taking Whitmer from her
vacation home out onto
Lake Michigan and strand-
ing her there on a disabled
boat.
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League of Women Voters
posts candidate interviews

THE WORLD

Candidate interviews for
the Coos Bay and North
Bend city council have
been posted online by the
League of Women Voters
of Coos County.

They are part of the
alternative information
plan by the League this fall
because the COVID-19
pandemic forced cancel-
ation of regular candidate
debate forums.

The information is
available on the League’s
website at my.lwv.org/
Oregon/Coos-County un-
der the menu: VOTING &
ELECTIONS, Debates and
Interviews.

Interviews include the
Coos Bay City Council
candidates Lucinda Di

Novo, Drew Farmer,
Stephanie Kilmer, Jim
Kingsely, Cameron Lang-
ley and Cody Skoff and the
North Bend City Council
candidates Levi Clow, Eric
Gleason, Pat Goll, Ron
Kutch, Susanna Noordhoff,
Tim Slater and Jonathan P.
Vinyard.

Debates for the North
Bend Mayor, Oregon
Senate District No. 5 and
Oregon House District No.
9 should be available to
watch on the website soon
after Oct. 16.

The League had intend-
ed to provide information
on the races for Coos Bay
Mayor and Coos County
Commissioner, but was
unable to because only
one candidate in each of
those races accepted the

League’s invitation to
debate.

The candidate forums
are a voters’ service project
of the League of Women
Voters of Coos County,

a non-partisan political
organization with a mission
to encourage the active and
informed participation of
citizens in government. The
League never supports or
opposes any candidate or
political party and aims to
provide impartial informa-
tion to voters about candi-
dates’ views on issues, and
to stimulate interest and
participation in the election.

For more information,
contact LWVCC Forum
Chair Suzanne Grami at
541-260-2028 or LWVCC
President Alice Carlson at
541-756-7290.

New moon landing guidelines

CAPE CANAVERAL,
Fla. (AP) — NASA’s new
moonshot rules: No fight-
ing and littering. And no
trespassing at historic lunar
landmarks like Apollo 11's
Tranquility Base.

The space agency
released a set of guidelines
Tuesday for its Artemis
moon-landing program,
based on the 1967 Outer
Space Treaty and other
agreements. So far, eight
countries have signed these
so-called Artemis Accords.

Founding members
include the U.S., Austra-
lia, Canada, Italy, Japan,
Luxembourg, United Arab

Emirates and the United
Kingdom. NASA Adminis-
trator Jim Bridenstine said
he expects more countries
to join the effort to put as-
tronauts back on the moon
by 2024.

It promises to be the
largest coalition for a
human spaceflight program
in history, according to
Bridenstine, and is expected
to pave the way for eventual
Mars expeditions.

It’s important not only to
travel to the moon “with our
astronauts, but that we bring
with us our values,” noted
NASA’s acting chief for in-
ternational and interagency

541-266-6060 www.theworldlink.com

relations, Mike Gold.

Rule No. 1: Everyone
must come in peace. Other
rules:

— Secrecy is banned,
and all launched objects
need to be identified and
registered.

— All members agree
to pitch in with astronaut
emergencies.

— Space systems must
be universal so everyone’s
equipment is compatible,
and scientific data must be
shared.

— Historic sites must be
preserved, and any resulting
space junk must be properly
disposed.
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New crew arrives at sp

MOSCOW (AP) —A
trio of space travelers
blasted off to the Inter-
national Space Station
on Wednesday, using for
the first time a fast-track
maneuver that allowed
them to reach the orbiting
outpost in just a little over
three hours.

NASA’s Kate Ru-
bins along with Sergey
Ryzhikov and Sergey
Kud-Sverchkov of the
Russian space agency
Roscosmos lifted off as
scheduled Wednesday
morning from the Rus-
sia-leased Baikonur space
launch facility in Kazakh-

stan for a six-month stint
on the station.

For the first time, they
tried a two-orbit approach
and docked with the space
station in just a little over
three hours after lift-off.
Previously it took twice as
long for crews to reach the
station.

Aboard the station, they
were welcomed by the
station’s NASA command-
er, Chris Cassidy, and
Roscosmos cosmonauts
Anatoly Ivanishin and
Ivan Vagner, who have
been aboard the complex
since April and are sched-
uled to return to Earth in

a week.

Speaking during Tues-
day’s pre-launch news
conference at Baikonur,
Rubins emphasized that
the crew spent weeks in
quarantine at the Star City
training facility outside
Moscow and then on
Baikonur to avoid any
threat from the coronavi-
rus.

“We spent two weeks at
Star City and then 17 days
at Baikonur in a very strict
quarantine,” Rubins said.
“During all communica-
tions with crew members,
we were wearing masks.
We made PCR tests twice

and we also made three
times antigen fast tests.”

She said she was look-
ing forward to scientific
experiments planned for
the mission.

“We’re planning to try
some really interesting
things like bio-printing
tissues and growing cells
in space and, of course,
continuing our work on
sequencing DNA,” Rubins
said.

Ryzhikov, who will
be the station’s skipper,
said the crew will try to
pinpoint the exact location
of a leak at a station’s
Russian section that has

ace station

slowly leaked oxygen. The
small leak hasn’t posed
any immediate danger to
the crew.

“We will take with
us additional equipment
which will allow us to
detect the place of this
leak more precisely,” he
told reporters. “We will
also take with us addi-
tional improved hermetic
material which will allow
to fix the leak.”

In November, Rubins,
Ryzhikov and Kud-Sverc-
hkov are expected to greet
NASA’s SpaceX first
operational Crew Dragon
mission, which is bringing

NASA astronauts Mike
Hopkins, Victor Glover
and Shannon Walker, and
Japan Aerospace Explora-
tion Agency astronaut Soi-
chi Noguchi to the space
station aboard the Crew
Dragon vehicle. It follows
a successful Demo-2 mis-
sion earlier this year.

The Crew Dragon
mission was pushed back
from Oct. 31 into Novem-
ber, and no new date has
been set yet. The delay is
intended to give SpaceX
more time to conduct tests
and review data from an
aborted Falcon 9 launch
earlier this month.

Possible safety issue leads to pause in antibody study

(AP) - Independent
monitors have paused en-
rollment in a study testing
the COVID-19 antiviral
drug remdesivir plus an
experimental antibody
therapy being developed by
Eli Lilly that’s similar to a
treatment President Donald
Trump recently received.

Lilly confirmed Tuesday
that the study had been
paused “out of an abun-
dance of caution” and said
safety is its top concern.
The company would not
say more about what led to
this step.

The U.S. National
Institute of Allergy and
Infectious Diseases, which
sponsors the study, would
not immediately comment.

Antibodies are proteins
the body makes when
an infection occurs; they
attach to a virus and help it
be eliminated. The exper-

imental drugs are concen-
trated versions of one or
two specific antibodies
that worked best against
the coronavirus in lab and
animal tests.

This study was testing a
single antibody that Lilly
is developing with the Ca-
nadian company AbCel-
lera. Trump received an
experimental two-antibody
combo drug from Regen-
eron Pharmaceuticals Inc.

Lilly and Regeneron
have asked the U.S. Food
and Drug Administration to
grant emergency use autho-
rization for their drugs for
COVID-19 while late-stage
studies continue.

The paused study, called
ACTIV-3, started in August
and aims to enroll 10,000
hospitalized COVID-19
patients in the United
States, Denmark and
Singapore. All are given

remdesivir, which has been
authorized in the U.S. as

an emergency treatment for
COVID-19, plus either the
Lilly antibody or a placebo.

The main goals are
reducing the need for
extra oxygen and time to
recovery. Deaths, relief
of symptoms and other
measures also are being
tracked. All of the drugs
are given through an IV.

Such pauses are not
uncommon in long clinical
studies. Unlike a study
hold imposed by govern-
ment regulators, a pause is
initiated by the sponsor of
the drug trial and often can
be quickly resolved.

The pause in the Lilly
study comes a day after a
temporary halt to enroll-
ment in a coronavirus
vaccine study. Johnson &
Johnson executives said
Tuesday that it will be a

Oregon suspect killed by
police had gun in pocket

OLYMPIA, Wash. (AP)
— Four officers fired over
30 rounds at Portland,
Oregon, fugitive Michael
Reinoehl after they cor-
nered him in his car Sept.
3 outside a Washington
apartment complex where
he had been hiding out,

a sheriff’s official said
Tuesday in an update on
the investigation.

Thurston County Sher-
iff’s Lt. Ray Brady said
Tuesday that police found
Reinoehl with a loaded
.380-caliber handgun in
his front pocket and his
hand on or near the gun
after he was fatally shot by
police officers in Lacey,
The Oregonian/Oregon-
Live reported.

Reinoehl was the sus-
pect in the fatal Portland
shooting of Aaron “Jay”
Danielson after a pro-
Trump car caravan Aug.
29.

Investigators are await-
ing lab results to deter-

mine whether the gun on
Reinoehl, a self-described
anti-fascist activist, was
the same one used in the
Portland shooting.

There were rounds in
Reinoehl’s gun after it was
recovered, Brady said,
but he wouldn’t say how
many.

Questions have swirled
around Reinoehl’s death
after witnesses gave
differing accounts of what
they saw. All described a
chaotic scene with bullets
flying while children were
outside.

A team led by the
Thurston County Sheriff’s
Office hasn’t finished its
investigation yet, Brady
said, but he has given
weekly updates with new
details.

Brady said four offi-
cers from a multi-agency
federal task force pulled
up in two unmarked SUVS
in front of Reinoehl’s
Volkswagen. The officers

who fired told investiga-
tors they gave Reinoehl
“commands to stop and
show his hands” before
they shot him, Brady said.
One officer told investiga-
tors he saw Reinoehl raise
a gun toward him, and
another officer said he saw
Reinoehl trying to retrieve
a gun from his pocket,
Brady said.

An autopsy found Re-
inochl died from gunshot
wounds to the head and
upper torso.

Earlier that day, Portland
police had obtained a war-
rant to arrest Reinoehl on
second-degree murder and
unlawful use of a firearm
allegations in the Portland
killing.

Reinoehl, who said he
provided security for Black
Lives Matter protests, was
wanted in the death of
Danielson, a supporter of
the right-wing conservative
group Patriot Prayer based
in Vancouver, Washington.

Cut cable shuts down Virginia
voter portal before deadline

RICHMOND, Va. (AP)
— An accidentally severed
fiber optic cable that shut
down Virginia’s online
voter registration system
for several hours Tuesday,
the last day to register be-
fore the November general
election, has prompted a
lawsuit from a civil rights
organization.

The Virginia Depart-
ment of Elections said
in a statement on Twitter
that a “fiber cut” affected
connectivity for multiple
agencies, including the
department’s citizen portal
and registrar’s offices. The
cable was inadvertently
cut during a Chesterfield
County roadside utilities
project, according to the
state’s information tech-
nology agency.

Six hours later, the
Department of Elections
issued a statement saying
the portal was back online.
But the fallout led to

concerns that voters were
being disenfranchised at a
crucial moment.

Voting advocates said
the accident couldn’t have
come at a worse time and
lambasted state officials
for the technological
failure. The day of the
deadline is when many
Virginians decide to regis-
ter, particularly after being
reminded on social media
and in the news.

The Lawyers’ Com-
mittee for Civil Rights
Under Law filed a lawsuit
Tuesday night saying
voter registration must be
extended for 48 hours and
that the state should make
“a significant effort” to
tell the public about the
change. Named as defen-
dants in the lawsuit are
the Virginia Department
of Elections; the Virginia
State Board of Elections;
elections board chairman
Robert H. Brink and vice

chairman John O’Ban-
non; Christopher Piper,
commissioner of the
Department of Elections;
and Jamilah D. Lecruise,
secretary of the board of
elections.

“Absent relief, voters
who attempted to regis-
ter to vote through the
online portal on October
13, 2020, but were unable
through no fault of their
own, will be absolutely
disenfranchised in the
upcoming elections,” the
lawsuit said.

If the deadline isn’t
extended, the lawsuit said,
“Plaintiffs themselves will
be prevented from helping
citizens register to vote
through the online voter
registration system, frus-
trating their core mission
and activities in advancing
that mission, and thereby
disenfranchising those
citizens in the coming
general election.”

few days before they know
more about an unexplained
illness in one participant
that caused a pause in its
late-stage vaccine study.
Johnson & Johnson isn’t
disclosing the nature of the
illness.

“It may have nothing to
do with the vaccine,” said
Mathai Mammen, head of
research and development

for Janssen, Johnson &
Johnson’s medicine devel-
opment business.
Mammen said the
company doesn’t know yet
whether the ill participant
received the experimental
vaccine or a dummy shot.
He says Johnson & John-
son gave information on
the case to the independent
monitoring board oversee-

ing the safety of patients in
the study, as the research
protocol requires. It will
recommend next steps.
The study of the one-
dose vaccine will include
up to 60,000 people
from multiple countries.
The company expects to
complete enrollment in
the study in two or three
months.

‘“Two and a Half Men’ star
Conchata Ferrell dies

LOS ANGELES (AP)
— Conchata Ferrell, who
became known for her
role as Berta the house-
keeper on TV’s “Two and
a Half Men” after a long
career as a character actor
on stage and in movies,
including “Mystic Pizza”
and “Network,” has died.
She was 77.

Ferrell died Monday at
Sherman Oaks Hospital
in Los Angeles following
cardiac arrest, accord-
ing to publicist Cynthia
Snyder.

Ferrell soldiered
through more than a de-
cade on “Two and a Half
Men,” playing opposite
Charlie Sheen and Jon
Cryer until Sheen was
fired from the sitcom
for erratic behavior that
included publicly insulting
producer Chuck Lorre.

The series, which
debuted in 2003 on CBS,
continued on the network
with new star Ashton
Kutcher until 2015. Ferrell
was on board for the full
run.

She was remembered
by Cryer for the “joy she
brought so many.”

“Berta’s gruff exterior
was an invention of the
writers. Chatty’s warmth
and vulnerability were her
real strengths,” he posted
on Twitter.

In a tweet, Sheen
described Ferrell as “an
absolute sweetheart, a
consummate pro, a genu-
ine friend,” and called her
loss painful.

Ferrell, a native of
Charleston, West Virginia,
and graduate of Marshall
University, gained recog-
nition and several theater

awards in 1974 for her
role in “The Sea Horse.”
Her work in Lanford Wil-
son’s “Hot L Baltimore™
led to a starring role in the
Norman Lear sitcom of
the same name.

She received two Emmy
supporting actress Emmy
nominations for “Two and
a Half Men,” and a nod for
her role as Susan Bloom
on “L.A. Law.”

Ferrell’s other credits
include the films “Heart-
land,” “True Romance”
and “Erin Brockovich,”
while her TV appear-
ances came on “Good
Times,” “ER,” “Grace and
Frankie” and “Bufty the
Vampire Slayer,” among
other series.

She is survived by her
husband, Arnie Anderson,
and her daughter, Saman-
tha.

DEAR AB BVBy Abigail Van Buren

were a lot of red flags.

1S one.

He spends most of his time on
Facebook or talking about his high
school years. He is also secretive. He
acts like the world’s nicest guy around
others, but when we’re alone, he calls me
stupid and insecure. I never knew what
a narcissist was before, but I believe he

I built a business, which has done very
well. I'm liked by everyone but him.
People have told me to run. Why do I
torture myself? Last week he broke my
windshield because I asked him about
his phone, which he is always using to
text someone. I want to be happy, and
I feel like a loser right now. My kids
don’t like him at all. Help me, please. --
UNHAPPY IN THE MIDWEST

DEAR UNHAPPY: [ am concerned
about you. Because you now feel that
your verbally abusive fiance could

PERFECT GUY ON THE OUTSIDE
BECOMES ABUSIVE AT HOME

DEAR ABBY: I have been with
“Dylan” for three years, engaged for
two. I have a lot of insecurities about it.

We met right after my husband’s
death. Dylan was the perfect guy in the
beginning. Looking back, I realize there

When I visit, I am near tears the entire
time. My husband tells me to stay in a
hotel, but I don’t know how to tell my
mother I don’t feel comfortable staying
with her. I bring along my own towels
and washcloths. I take us out for meals
so we don’t have to use her dishes.

I’m not a clean freak, and this
is not my imagination. A friend of
hers contacted me to tell me she was
concerned about Mom because she
doesn’t seem to notice how dirty her
house is or that her food is spoiled. I'm
embarrassed for her.

I’ve tried to talk to my mother about
this many times in the past, but she just
doesn’t get it. I have had her carpets
shampooed and brought in professionals
to do deep cleaning. How can I tell
her I can’t stay with her any longer?

-- GROSSED-OUT DAUGHTER IN
MARYLAND

DEAR DAUGHTER: Tell your
mother that you love her, and you have
been concerned for years about her
living conditions, which is why you
hired professional cleaners periodically
to help her. Delivering the message

become violent (Exhibit A: your broken
windshield), place a call to the National
Domestic Violence Hotline (800-799-
7233) and ask someone to help you craft
an escape plan. Your next call should be
to the police to file a report about that
broken windshield. Your third should be
to your family to find out if you and your
kids can stay with one of your relatives.

It is important you get safely out
of there, so do NOT disclose to this
man any of the preparations you are
making. It goes without saying that this
engagement should be broken.

DEAR ABBY: I have an issue that |
can’t be the only one with, especially as
our parents age. My mother has never
been the cleanest or most sanitary of
housekeepers. Everything “looks” neat
and straight, but look closer and you’ll
realize her place is unsanitary and filthy.

that you will be staying in a hotel when
you visit is the least of your problems.
Clearly, she needs more help than you
can give her.

I, too, am concerned about the fact she
doesn’t know the food in her refrigerator
has spoiled, and for that reason, I'm
suggesting you discuss this with a social
worker in the town where your mother
resides. She may need someone to check
on her regularly, ensure that her kitchen
and fridge are kept clean and grocery
shop for her. Believe me, you and your
mother both have my sympathy.

Dear Abby is written by Abigail Van
Buren, also known as Jeanne Phillips,
and was founded by her mother, Pauline
Phillips. Contact Dear Abby at www.
DearAbby.com or P.O. Box 69440, Los
Angeles, CA 90069.
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Trump forced to play defense

WASHINGTON (AP)
— President Donald Trump
is being forced to play
Electoral College defense
with a trip to lowa, a state
he won handily in 2016 but
where Democrat Joe Biden
is making a late push before
the Nov. 3 vote.

Trump’s heavy travel
this week, including a rally
Wednesday in Des Moines,
reflects his uphill climb
three weeks before the elec-
tion. He has already visited
Pennsylvania and Florida,
will head to another state,
North Carolina, he can’t
win without and plans stops
in Iowa and Georgia, which
he once thought were in
his grasp but where recent

NBC agrees to Trump

NEW YORK (AP) —
NBC News agreed to put
President Donald Trump
before voters in a town
hall event on Thursday af-
ter the president submitted
to an independent corona-
virus test with the results
reviewed by Dr. Anthony
Fauci.

The announcement
Wednesday sets up dueling
town halls with Democrat-
ic opponent Joe Biden on
a night the two candidates
were supposed to meet for
their second debate. Biden
is appearing on a similar
town hall event in Phila-
delphia, televised by ABC.

NBC said Trump would
be at least 12 feet (3.66
meters) from moderator
Savannah Guthrie and the
audience.

Trump, who tested

polling shows a competi-
tive race.

The president’s trip to
Iowa comes as the state this
week surpassed 100,000
coronavirus cases and
has seen a recent surge in
hospitalizations. Biden
has tried to make Trump’s
handling of the pandemic,
which has killed more than
215,000 Americans, the
central issue of the election.

“But President Trump
isn’t coming to the Hawk-
eye State to offer words of
comfort to those suffering,
or a helping hand to the
Iowans who are out of a
job, or an actual plan to get
the virus under control,”
Biden said in a statement.

positive for COVID-19
on Oct. 2 and spent three
days at the Walter Reed
military hospital, took a
coronavirus test Tuesday
administered by the Na-
tional Institutes of Health,
NBC said.

Both NIH clinical direc-
tor Dr. Clifford Lane and
Fauci reviewed Trump’s
medical records and said
they had a high degree
of confidence that the
president is “not shedding
infectious virus.”

Trump’s ability to reach
a national television audi-
ence on Thursday was in
part dependent on Fauci,
who had expressed anger
at the Trump campaign
in recent days for using
one of his statements in a
campaign ad. The corona-
virus task force member

“Instead, he’s here to
spread more lies about the
pandemic and distract from
his record of failure.”

The candidates will
have dueling town halls
Thursday night on network
television — Trump’s in
Miami and sponsored by
NBC News, Biden’s in
Philadelphia and on ABC.
Debate organizers last week
changed their original plan
for a town hall debate that
night to a virtual event
after Trump’s coronavirus
diagnosis, but the president
backed out. Biden quick-
ly signed on to his own
town hall Trump’s
campaign on Wednesday
announced its competing

town hall

said a quote used in the
campaign ad was taken out
of context.

A formal matchup be-
tween the Republican pres-
ident and Biden that was
scheduled for Thursday in
Miami by the nonpartisan
Commission on Presiden-
tial Debate was canceled.
In light of the president’s
infection, the commission
shifted the format to a vir-
tual meeting, and Trump
declined to participate.

Both town halls will
begin at 8 p.m. Eastern,
but Biden will have the
last word. The ABC event,
moderated by George
Stephanopoulos, will
last 90 minutes with an
additional half hour of
analysis. Trump’s town
hall on NBC is scheduled
for an hour.

event.

Both candidates tailored
their campaigning Tuesday
to best motivate voters
who could cast potentially
decisive ballots.

Biden did not have any
public campaign events
scheduled Wednesday, an
unusual move just 20 days
before the election, after
visiting Florida on Tuesday
to court older voters. He
was looking to deliver a
knockout blow in a state
Trump needs to win while
trying to woo a group
whose support for the
Republican president has
slipped.

Trump was in Pennsyl-
vania on Tuesday, argu-

ably the most important
state on the electoral map,
unleashing fierce attacks on
Biden’s fitness for office in
his opponent’s backyard.

“He’s shot, folks. I hate
to tell you, he’s shot,”
Trump told a big rally
crowd in Johnstown, saying
there was extra pressure on
him to win because Biden
was the worst presidential
candidate of all time. “Can
you imagine if you lose to a
guy like this? It’s unbeliev-
able.”

In his second rally since
contracting the novel
coronavirus, Trump spoke
for more than an hour to
thousands packed in tightly
and mostly maskless. Like

the night before in Florida,
Trump seemed healthy,
and his rhetoric on the
pandemic — including the
dubious claim that it was
mostly a thing of the past
— changed little despite
his own illness, except for
his threat to kiss audience
members to prove his
immunity.

Biden spent Tuesday in
Florida, his third visit to the
state in a month, looking
to expand his inroads with
older voters. To Trump,
“you’re expendable, you’re
forgettable, you’re virtually
nobody,” Biden said at a
senior center in Pembroke
Pines, about 20 miles (32
kilometers) from Fort Lau-

Apple unveils new iPhones
for faster wireless networks

(AP) - Apple unveiled
four new iPhones equipped
with technology for use
with faster new 5G wireless
networks, hoping that de-
mand for higher data speeds
will spark demand for new
phones.

That might not happen as

quickly as Apple would like.

In a virtual presentation
Tuesday, the company
announced four 5G-enabled
versions of the new iPhone
12 ranging in price from
almost $700 to roughly
$1,100. Apple also an-
nounced a new, less expen-
sive version of its HomePod
smart speaker.

Smartphone sales have
been slowing for years
as their technology has

matured. That has meant far
fewer gotta-have-it innova-
tions that can drive demand
and, at least until recently,
increasingly pricey phones.
Add to that pandemic-re-
lated economic crisis, and
consumers have tended to
eke as much life as possible
out of their existing phones.

Apple, however, is clear-
ly betting that 5G speeds
could push many users off
the fence. At its event, the
company boasted about 5G
capabilities and brought in
Verizon CEO Hans Vestberg
to champion the carrier’s
network.

5G is supposed to mean
much faster speeds, making
it quicker to download mov-
ies or games, for instance.

But finding those speeds
can be a challenge. While
telecom operators have been
rolling out 5G networks,
significant boosts in speed
are still uncommon in much
of the world, including the
U.S. So far, there are no
popular new consumer ap-
plications that require 5G.

Updates in the new
phones mostly amount to
“incremental improve-
ments” over predecessor
iPhones, technology analyst
Patrick Moorhead said,
referring to 5G capabilities
and camera upgrades on
higher-end phones. But he
suggested that if carriers
build out their 5G networks
fast enough, it could launch
a “supercycle”.

Barrett
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Barrett told the committee
during its second day of
hearings.

“It’s not the law of
Amy,” she said. “It’s
the law of the American
people.”

Trump seemed pleased
with her performance. “I
think Amy’s doing incred-
ibly well,” he said at the
White House departing for
a campaign rally.

Trump has said he
wants a justice seated
for any disputes arising
from his heated campaign
against Biden, but Bar-

rett testified she has not
spoken to Trump or his
team about election cases.
Pressed by Democrats,
she skipped past questions
about ensuring the date

of the election or prevent-
ing voter intimidation,
both set in federal law,
and the peaceful transfer
of presidential power.

She declined to commit

to recusing herself from
any post-election cases
without first consulting the
other justices.

“I can’t offer an opin-
ion on recusal without
short-circuiting that entire
process,” she said.

A frustrated Sen. Dianne
Feinstein, the top Demo-

crat on the panel, all but
implored the nominee to
be more specific about
how she would handle
landmark abortion cases,
including Roe v. Wade and
the follow-up Pennsylva-
nia case Planned Parent-
hood v. Casey, which
confirmed it in large part.

“It’s distressing not to
get a good answer,” the
U.S. senator from Califor-
nia told the judge.

Barrett was unmoved.
“I don’t have an agenda
to try to overrule Casey,”
she said. “I have an agenda
to stick to the rule of law
and decide cases as they
come.”

She later declined to

characterize the Roe v.
Wade decision that legal-
ized abortion as a “su-
per-precedent” that must
not be overturned.

Democrats had no such
reticence.

“Let’s not make any
mistake about it,” said
California Sen. Kamala
Harris, the Democratic
vice presidential nominee,
appearing remotely due to
COVID concerns.

Allowing Trump to fill
the seat with Barrett “pos-
es a threat to safe and legal
abortion in our country,”
Harris said.

The Senate, led by
Trump’s Republican
allies, is pushing Barrett’s

nomination to a quick vote
before Nov. 3, and ahead
of the latest challenge to
the Affordable Care Act,
which the Supreme Court
is to hear a week after the
election. Democrats warn
that she would be a vote
to undo the “Obamacare”
law.

“I’m not hostile to the
ACA,” Barrett told the
senators.

The judge, accompanied
by her family, described
herself as taking a conser-
vative, originalist approach
to the Constitution. A for-
mer law professor, she told
the senators that while she
admires Scalia, she would
bring her own approach.

“You would not be
getting Justice Scalia, you
would be getting Justice
Barrett,” she declared.

Overall, Barrett’s con-
servative views are at odds
with the late Ginsburg, a
liberal icon. She would be
Trump’s third justice.

Underscoring the
Republicans’ confidence,
Graham set an initial com-
mittee vote on the nomi-
nation for Thursday, the
last day of hearings, which
would allow final approval
by the full Senate by the
end of the month.

Protesters rallied outside
the Senate building, unable
to come inside the hearing
room.

Increase
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among the elderly.

The former vice
president would raise
Social Security taxes by
applying the payroll tax to
earnings above $400,000
a year. The 12.4% tax,
equally distributed among
employees and employers,
currently only applies to

the first $137,700 of a
person’s earnings. The tax
increase would pay for
Biden’s proposed bene-
fit expansions and also
extend the life of pro-
gram’s trust fund by five
years, to 2040, according
to the nonpartisan Urban
Institute.

Jane Whilden lives in a
household that leans heav-
ily on Social Security.
The southern New Jersey

resident retired early from
a local government job to
serve as the main caregiv-
er for her family, includ-
ing her mother and her
husband, a retired trucker.

The program should be
at the top of the list for the
presidential candidates,
she said.

“Everybody’s getting
older, and we need to
know what’s going on,”
said Whilden. “I haven’t

heard what they’re going
to do. You just hear all
sorts of negative things.”
The COLA is only part
of the annual financial
calculation for seniors.
Medicare’s “Part B” pre-
mium for outpatient care
usually gets announced
in the fall as well. That
amount generally increas-
es, so at least some of any
additional Social Security
raise goes to health care

premiums.

The Medicare premium
for 2021 has not been
released yet, but there’s
been concern that some
emergency actions the
government took in re-
sponse to the coronavirus
pandemic could lead to a
big jump. That prompted
Congress to pass recent
election-year legislation
that limits next year’s
premium increase but

gradually collects the full
amount later on under a
repayment mechanism.

“There’s a lot of uncer-
tainty with regard to the
effect of the coronavirus
on the cost of the premi-
um for next year,” said
Casey Schwarz, a policy
expert with the Medicare
Rights Center advocacy
group. The Medicare
monthly premium is now
$144.60.

Census
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clude people in the country
illegally from being count-
ed in the numbers used for
apportionment.

Opponents of the order
said it followed the strate-
gy of the late Republican
redistricting guru, Thomas
Hofeller, who had advo-
cated using voting-age
citizens instead of the total
population when it came
to drawing legislative seats
since that would favor
Republicans and non-His-
panic whites.

Last month, U.S.
District Judge Lucy Koh
in San Jose, California
sided with the plaintiffs
and issued an injunction
suspending a Sept. 30
deadline for finishing the
2020 census and a Dec. 31
deadline for submitting the
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apportionment numbers.
That caused the deadlines
to revert back to a previous
Census Bureau plan that
had field operations ending
Oct. 31 and the reporting
of apportionment figures at
the end of April 2021.

When the Census Bu-
reau, and the Commerce
Department, which over-
sees the statistical agency,
picked an Oct. 5 end date,
Koh struck that down
too, accusing officials of
“lurching from one hasty,
unexplained plan to the
next ... and undermining
the credibility of the Cen-
sus Bureau and the 2020
Census.”

An appellate court
panel upheld Koh’s order
allowing the census to
continue through October
but struck down the part
that suspended the Dec.

31 deadline for turning in
apportionment numbers.
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The panel of three appel-
late judges said that just
because the year-end dead-
line is impossible to meet
doesn’t mean the court
should require the Census
Bureau to miss it.

The plaintiffs said the
ruling against them was
not a total loss, as millions
more people were count-
ed during the extra two
weeks.

“Every day has mat-
tered, and the Supreme
Court’s order staying the
preliminary injunction
does not erase the tremen-
dous progress that has
been made as a result of
the district court’s rul-
ings,” said Melissa Sherry,
one of the attorneys for the
coalition.

Besides deciding how
many congressional seats
each state gets, the census
helps determine how $1.5
trillion in federal funding
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is distributed each year.

San Jose Mayor Sam
Liccardo said that his city
lost $200 million in federal
funding over the decade
following the 2010 census,
and he feared it would lose
more this time around. The
California city was one of
the plaintiffs in the lawsuit.

“A census count delayed
is justice denied,” Liccardo
said.

With plans for the count
hampered by the pandem-
ic, the Census Bureau
in April had proposed
extending the deadline for
finishing the count from
the end of July to the end
of October, and pushing
the apportionment deadline
from Dec. 31 to next April.
The proposal to extend the
apportionment deadline
passed the Democrat-
ic-controlled House, but
the Republican-controlled
Senate didn’t take up the
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request. Then, in late July
and early August, bureau
officials shortened the
count schedule by a month
so that it would finish at
the end of September.

The Senate Republicans’
inaction coincided with
Trump’s order directing the
Census Bureau to have the
apportionment count ex-
clude people who are in the
country illegally. The order
was later ruled unlawful
by a panel of three district
judges in New York, but
the Trump administration
appealed that case to the
Supreme Court.

The Supreme Court
decision comes as a report
by the the American Statis-
tical Association has found
that a shortened schedule,
dropped quality control
procedures, pending
lawsuits and the outside
politicization of some parts
of the 2020 census have

Jackpot: $72 million

raised questions about the
quality of the nation’s head
count that need to be an-
swered if the final numbers
are going to be trusted.

The Census Bureau says
it has counted 99.9% of
households nationwide,
though some regions of
the country such as parts
of Mississippi and hurri-
cane-battered Louisiana
fall well below that.

As the Census Bureau
winds down field opera-
tions over the next several
days, there will be a push
to get communities in
those two states counted,
said Kristen Clarke, presi-
dent and executive director
of the Lawyers’ Committee
for Civil Rights Under
Law, one of the litigants in
the lawsuit.

“That said, the Supreme
Court’s order will result in
irreversible damage to the
2020 Census,” Clarke said.
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Pac-12 football may be back, but not all revenue will

ANNE M. PETERSON
AssocIATED PREss

The return of football isn’t
likely to make a dramatic dent
in the losses athletic depart-
ments across the Pac-12 will
ultimately incur because of the
coronavirus pandemic.

Faced with large budget
shortfalls, most schools in the
league have already resorted to
layoffs, furloughs, and cutting
some sports entirely.

At Utah, football coach Kyle
Whittingham and basketball
coach Larry Krystkowiak took
salary cuts to help offset up to
$60 million in projected losses.
Athletic director Mark Harlan
said the Utes are still dealing
with “significant financial chal-
lenges.”

One reason: as of now, none
of the Pac-12 football games
will have fans in attendance.
That said, any help — like tele-
vision revenue — is welcomed.

“Obviously, we have a chance
to have more revenue than may-
be we would have thought of a
few weeks ago. So we’re going
to continue to adhere to our bud-

get and into all the policies that
we put in place to manage our
way through this, knowing that
there could be a light here at the
end of the tunnel that we’ll have
more revenue that we weren’t
necessarily counting on,” Harlan
said.

The pandemic shut down
sports in March, including the
NCAA basketball tournaments.
With no March Madness, the
NCAA was short $375 million
in the money scheduled to be dis-
tributed to its member schools,
which were already facing ques-
tions about enrollment levels and
tuition shortfalls.

Following the cancellation of
all spring sports, the league de-
cided on Aug. 11 to postpone all
fall and winter sports until after
the first of next year.

But a deal with Quidel, a Cal-
ifornia-based diagnostic health-
care manufacturer, for a daily
rapid-results coronavirus testing
program helped put the football
season — by far the biggest rev-
enue generator in college sports
— back on track.

The league will open a
seven-game, conference-only

football season on Nov. 7.

Arizona athletic director David
Heeke insisted that discussions to
restart athletics centered around
athletes, and not budgets.

“Without fans, there is a
tremendous challenge. We’re
glad to be playing, glad to have
the opportunity, but we are still
significantly short on revenue and
that’s going to be a challenge for
us going forward as an organiza-
tion,” Heeke said.

Arizona has estimated $60
million to $65 million in revenue
losses. The Wildcats are looking
at a 10% budget cut for their
sports programs and a 15% cut
for all administrative programs.
The university also has imple-
mented school-wide salary cuts
and furloughs.

Oregon President Michael
Schill, chairman of the Pac-12
CEO group, echoed that the
return of football is by no means
going to make up the shortfall.

“The losses that our schools
are encountering — particularly
in our athletic department
are huge. The amount of money
that will be paid as a result of
going back to play is tiny in com-

parison to the losses,” Schill said.

At California, the athletic
department forecast as much as
a $55 million deficit this fiscal
year and had mapped out steps
to mitigate the losses while still
supporting athletes — including
hiring and merit-pay freezes;
voluntary pay cuts for coaches
and administrators, and other
budget cuts.

“Now that sports are on track
to resume, there will be some
relief. I want to emphasize that
while I’'m certainly cognizant of
the financial implications of re-
turning to competition, they did
not play a role in the decision,”
Cal athletic director Jim Knowl-
ton said. “We had a plan to meet
our budget targets with a $50-55
million loss, so any new revenue
is going to help us offset any
deficit. We must remain very
careful with our expenses and be
as conservative and efficient as
possible this year.”

The most dramatic action
was taken by Stanford, which is
discontinuing 11 varsity sports
programs at the end of the 2020-
21 academic year, including
men’s and women’s fencing,

field hockey, lightweight row-
ing, men’s rowing, co-ed and
women’s sailing, squash, syn-
chronized swimming, men’s vol-
leyball and wrestling. Stanford
officials declined to comment
for this story.

At Oregon State, the athletic
department laid off nearly two
dozen employees in June be-
cause of the hit the school was
taking without football. Those
employees won’t likely be
rehired, athletic director Scott
Barnes said.

He said possible television
revenue looked healthy, but it’s
still uncertain how it will all
shake out.

“I’1l tell you this, that as it re-
lates to television, we’re close to
being able to max out with the
games we’re playing -- not quite
there, but very close to the max
for the ESPN/Fox dollars based
on the schedule that we’re look-
ing at,” Barnes said. “Obviously,
there’s all sorts of revenue gaps
because we’re not going to have
fans, we’re not going to have
concessions, parking, donations.
All that, I haven’t put a pencil
to it.”

Tannehill leads Titans to win over Buffalo

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (AP) — The Ten-
nessee Titans just put together their most

Saints explore moving games to LSU so fans can attend

Buffalo center Mitch Morse called this
a gut-punch.

gratifying victory of coach Mike Vrabel’s
short tenure.

They spent the past two weeks deal-
ing with the NFL’s first COVID-19
outbreak with each morning bringing
news of yet another positive test. A game
postponed and rescheduled with a second
pushed back. Only one practice with two
walk-throughs and unrelenting criticism.

The Titans remain depleted. They’re
also still undefeated.

Ryan Tannehill threw for three touch-
downs and ran for another as the Titans
routed the Buffalo Bills 42-16 on a rare
Tuesday night in a showdown between
two of the NFL’s five remaining unde-
feated teams pushed back two days after
a couple more positive tests for Tennessee
last week.

“What this organization has been
through over the past couple weeks to
really fight through all of that, shake it
all off, really limited practice, limited
reps and go out and put this kind of win
together, I think makes a statement and
I’m happy we were able to do that today,”
Tannehill said.

The Titans (4-0) continued their best
start since winning their first 10 games in
2008 despite not playing playing their last
game Sept. 27 in Minnesota. Coach Mike
Vrabel said everyone in the organization
would get a game ball after this perfor-
mance.

“I learned a long time ago is the defi-
nition of a pro is they make the hard look
easy, so whatever situation we’re present-
ed with we got to all come together and
make the best decisions for the team each
and every time,” Vrabel said.

Malcolm Butler intercepted two passes,

NEW ORLEANS (AP) — The New
Orleans Saints have begun discussions
with LSU about holding the NFL club’s
future home games at Tiger Stadium in
Baton Rouge, a team spokesman said
Tuesday.

“LSU has been gracious and enthu-
siastic regarding hosting our future
games and we very much appreciate
their partnership,” said Greg Bensel, the
Saints’ senior vice president for commu-
nications. “We have also discussed the
possibility of moving our home games to
LSU with the NFL and they are aware of
our exploring this option.

“Obviously, our overwhelming
preference is to play our games in the
Mercedes-Benz Superdome with partial
fan attendance, but there has been no in-
dication from the city on when, or if, this
might be approved,” Bensel added.

The Saints have played three of eight
scheduled regular season home games
in the Superdome so far this season with
no ticketed fans in attendance. The few
hundred in the stands consisted primarily
of privately invited family members of
players, coaches or staff.

The Saints had asked New Orleans

the second he returned 68 yards, and both
set up short touchdowns for Tennessee.
Kareem Orr’s recovery of a fumbled
kickoff set up Tannehill’s fourth TD for 21
points off Buffalo’s three turnovers. Kalif
Raymond’s 40-yard punt return also set up
a l-yard TD run by Derrick Henry.

“We expected to win,” Butler said.

The Bills (4-1) had not won five
straight games since 2004, and they came
in looking for the franchise’s best start

Rays close in on World Series berth

SAN DIEGO (AP) — Kevin Kiermai-
er and the Tampa Bay Rays — with big
assists from two former Padres who know
Petco Park’s outfield well — are one win
from the second World Series berth in
franchise history.

Joey Wendle hit a go-ahead, two-run
single two batters after another critical er-
ror by José Altuve, and the Rays beat the
Houston Astros 5-2 on Tuesday night for a
3-0 lead in the AL Championship Series.

Kiermaier, a three-time Gold Glove
winner in center field, saved multiple
runs for the Rays with two outstanding
catches before leaving with a hand injury.
Hunter Renfroe, acquired from the San
Diego Padres last December, made a pair
of terrific grabs in right.

“We’ve played just tremendous defense
all season long,” Tampa Bay manager
Kevin Cash said. “It’s a credit to the guys
how hard they work at it.”

Towering righty Tyler Glasnow, who
grew up just north of Los Angeles, will try
to complete the series sweep and deliver
the Rays their first pennant in 12 years
Wednesday night when he opposes Zack
Greinke in Game 4.

Kiermaier, the longest-tenured Tam-
pa Bay player, said it was “an amazing
feeling” to be so close to going to the Fall
Classic.

“I knew that this group would be capa-

ble of getting to this point. I had no doubt
in my mind,” the 30-year-old Kiermaier
said, praising everyone from the front
office to the coaches to the players. “This
is what it’s all about. I’'m so proud to be

a part of this and have so much fun with
these guys.”

Tampa Bay reached the World Series in
2008 but lost to the Philadelphia Phillies.

“There’s a very confident mindset with
this group,” Cash said. “We’ll stay con-
sistent and do everything we can behind
Glasnow to make plays.”

The innovative Rays had one of base-
ball’s lowest payrolls during the pandem-
ic-shortened season and still finished with
the AL’s best record at 40-20. It seems
a different player comes up big every
night, whether it’s an unsung hitter or
reliever — sometimes both. They’ve also
played spectacular defense.

The Astros got into the postseason with
a29-31 record before going 5-1 to reach
the ALCS. But they’ve looked nothing
like the team that won the AL pennant
two of the last three years and they remain
villains to many for illegal sign stealing en
route to the 2017 World Series title.

Houston fell apart in the sixth, when
the Rays sent 11 batters to the plate and
scored five runs on four hits, two hit bat-
ters and Altuve’s error at second base. One
of the runs was unearned.

Mayor LaToya Cantrell to allow tick-
eted fans to occupy about 25% of the
Superdome’s 73,000 seats while wearing
masks and following other social distanc-
ing guidelines during Monday Night’s
game against the Los Angeles Chargers.
The Mayor denied that request.

“While the Saints’ request for a
special exception to the city’s Covid-19
guidelines remains under consideration,
allowing 20,000 people in an indoor
space presents significant public health
concerns,” said Beau Tidwell, Cantrell’s
director of communications. “At present,
no NFL stadium in the country with a
fixed-roof facility is allowing such an
exception. We will continue to monitor
the public health data, but cannot set an
artificial timeline for how and when con-
ditions may allow for the kind of special
exemption being requested.”

Currently, 15 teams have approval to
host spectators from the general public at
varying percentages of stadium capacity:
Atlanta, Carolina, Cincinnati, Cleveland,
Dallas, Denver, Houston, Indianapo-
lis, Jacksonville, Kansas City, Miami,
Philadelphia, Pittsburgh, Tampa Bay and
Tennessee.

since 1991 when Buffalo reached the Su-
per Bowl. They also played without start-
ing cornerbacks with Tre’Davious White
inactive because of a back injury and Levi
Wallace on injured reserve.

Starting wide receiver John Brown also
was out for Buffalo, which had scored at
least 30 points in the past three games.

“They were ready to go and at the same
time we beat ourselves,” Bills coach Sean
McDermott said.

Braves take 2-0

ARLINGTON, Texas (AP) — Ozzie
Albies homered into the Braves bull-
pen in the ninth inning for the second
straight night, and Mark Melancon once
again caught the ball on the fly.

Atlanta had a five-run lead at the
time. By the time the reliever was sum-
moned to the mound, the lead was down
to two. Melancon held on once again.

Freddie Freeman also homered for the
second night in a row, and the streaking
Braves beat the Los Angeles Dodgers
8-7 on Tuesday to take a 2-0 lead in the
National League Championship Series.

Atlanta became the fourth team in
major league history to begin a postsea-
son 7-0 on a night made more remark-
able by Melancon’s bullpen grab.

“That’s more home runs than I’ve
caught my entire life, let alone one
season,” Melancon said. “Hopefully
tomorrow night is three in a row.”

Atlanta led 7-0 in the seventh but the
lead had dwindled to 8-6 when Melan-
con replaced Josh Tomlin with two outs
in the bottom of the ninth after Corey
Seager’s RBI double and Max Muncy’s
two-run homer.

Albies extended the game with a
fielding error on Will Smith’s grounder
to second, and reigning NL MVP Cody
Bellinger hit an RBI triple. Melancon
retired AJ Pollock on a grounder to
third, ending the 4-hour, 12-minute

ame.

“I didn’t feel good with a big lead be-

“It’s tough, they came out and beat us
like a drum,” Morse said.

Josh Allen came in second in the NFL
in yards passing. He threw for 263 yards
and two TDs. Stephon Diggs had 10
catches for 106 yards.

The Titans needed the turnovers
with seven key players on the reserve/
COVID-19 list led by wide receivers
Corey Davis and Adam Humphries and
defensive lineman Jeffery Simmons.
They also were missing a couple assis-
tant coaches and two players activated
off that reserve list earlier Tuesday were
scratched.

The Titans got a big boost on the Bills’
opening drive.

Allen’s pass went off Andre Roberts’
hands right to Butler, and he returned the
interception 29 yards to the Bills 16. Two
plays later, Tannehill hit A.J. Brown, who
missed the last two games with an injured
knee, for a 16-yard TD for the quick lead.

The Bills tied it up with a methodi-
cal 15-play drive converting four third
downs, taking advantage of a Titans’
defense playing a pair of rookies in end
Larrell Murchison and cornerback Chris
Jackson. Allen tossed the ball to Isaiah
McKenzie for a 3-yard TD tying it up,
the ninth different Bill to catch a TD pass
from Allen.

The Titans scored 21 of the next 24
points.

Tennessee led 21-10 at halftime after
Tannehill ran in from 10 yards seconds
before the half. Butler refused to go down
after picking off an Allen throw to Gabriel
Davis late in the third, and Tannehill
found Jonnu Smith for a 4-yard TD and a
28-10 lead three plays later.

lead on Dodgers

cause these guys are too powerful, and
that’s a good ballgame to win. They all
are now,” Braves manager Brian Snitker
said. “We kind of shot ourselves in the
foot there at the end. Melancon did a
great job coming in.”

Rookie right-hander lan Anderson
extended his postseason scoreless streak
in an abbreviated start as the Braves
moved within two wins of their first
World Series appearance since 1999. All
previous 14 teams to win the first two
games of a best-of-seven NLCS went on
to take the pennant.

“They’re not going to give up. We
have to treat tomorrow like the first
game of the series and come out strong,”
Melancon said. “There’s no reason for
either club to take their foot off the gas.
... Nobody has won anything yet.”

Freeman put the NL East champion
Braves ahead to stay with a two-run ho-
mer in the fourth off rookie Tony Gon-
solin, who filled in after three-time Cy
Young Award winner Clayton Kershaw
was scratched because of back spasms.
Freeman added an RBI single as part of
a four-run outburst an inning later.

Game 3 is Wednesday night, when
24-year-old playoff veteran Julio Urias
starts for the Dodgers, seeking to win
their third pennant in four seasons. Kyle
Wright, another rookie right-hander,
is on the mound for the Braves, who
have outscored opponents 37-13 in the
playoffs.
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