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Restoratlon contlnues

AMANDA LINARES
The World

NORTH BEND — The
Liberty Theatre, Home of Little
Theatre on the Bay, will soon
have a number of new features as
construction work continues.

According to a press release
from the LTOB, the multi-phase
restoration project is currently in
its fourth phase of work, which
includes a 2,268-square foot
addition on the southwest side of
the theatre.

The new space will be used to
house a workshop area, a green
room and restrooms for the cast
and crew.

“Set pieces will be able to be
constructed on site, and moved

directly to the stage without
weather issues or stairs to navi-
gate,” said the press release. “The
cast, crew and musicians can also
move from the front doors to the
backstage area and then right
onto the stage all on one level
and with no stairs, a blessing for
those with mobility issues.”

With a slight delay earlier this
spring as building supplies from
China did not arrive on time,
Jeanne Woods, the restoration
chairperson for LTOB, said the
team is hoping to make its dead-
line and have the fourth phase
completed by September.

“Phase four has been in the
works for about a year and a
half,” said Woods. “Right now,

Please see Restoration, Page A9
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Phase 4 renovations continue on at The Liberty Theatre in North Bend.
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Frank Williams shows off his signs urging the reopening of businesses along the South Coast. Williams has been driving around the area over the past two weeks promoting his
message. If approved by the state Coos County could see select local businesses open up as soon as Friday.

Flyover to salute healthcare workers

JILLIAN WARD
The World

COOS COUNTY — In a nation-
wide display of appreciation for
healthcare workers fighting on the
front lines of the pandemic, fighter
jets will soar over local hospital
campuses Friday.

These flyovers will cross the
South Coast that morning, includ-
ing Coos Bay, Bandon, and Gold
Beach.

“We received word (Tuesday)
from the 173rd Fighter Wing that
they will do a flyover with two
F-15 Eagles,” said Kelli Dion,
public information officer at Bay
Area Hospital.

The flyover will be at 10:25
a.m., though the hospital is cau-
tioning the public not to come to its
campus to watch.

“We still have the social distanc-

173rd Fighter Wing F-15 Eagles.

ing requirements we’re trying to
meet,” Dion reminded.

As the fast-flying “thank you” is
held across the United States, some
have criticized President Donald
Trump for spending millions on
these displays rather than in bol-
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stering needed medical supplies.
But when asked how Dion feels
about the flyover, she said she is
excited to see the display.
“...I hope the weather is good so
we can go out, wave and partici-
pate,” she said. “We’re appreciative

and excited to see it.”

The 173rd Fighter Wing is at
Kingsley Field in Klamath Falls
and saluting healthcare workers
from as far as Medford and Ash-
land.

The following is an anticipated
schedule for the flyover:

10:05 a.m.: Asante Ashland
Community Hospital, Ashland

10:07 a.m.: Asante Rogue Re-
gional Medical Center, Medford

10:09 a.m.: Providence Med-
ford Medical Center, Medford

10:25 a.m.: Bay Area Hospital,
Coos Bay

10:28 a.m.: Coquille Valley
Hospital, Coquille

10:31 a.m.: Southern Coos
Hospital & Health Center,
Bandon

10:39 a.m.: Curry General
Hospital, Gold Beach

Republicans
hit ‘pause’
on new aid

WASHINGTON (AP) —
Businesses are going belly up,
tens of millions have been laid
off and, by some measures, the
U.S. seems headed for another
Great Depression. But Repub-
licans surveying the wreckage
aren’t ready for another round of
coronavirus aid, instead urging a
“pause.”

It’s a position based on a
confluence of factors. Polls show
GOP voters think the govern-
ment is already doing enough.
Republicans on Capitol Hill are
divided over the best approach.
Billions approved by Congress
have yet to be spent. And it’s
also unclear what President
Donald Trump wants to do next,
if anything, to juice the economy
— his payroll tax cut idea hasn’t
gained any traction on Capitol
Hill.

For these and other reasons,
GOP leaders see an unfolding
crisis that does not yet cry out
for further action.

“There’s just a pragmatic
piece to this, which is, if we’re
going to do another bill, let’s get
into June and July so we know
how people are re-emerging,”
said Rep. Patrick McHenry,
R-N.C., who gave up his lead-
ership post last year to take the
top GOP job on the Financial
Services Committee.

The political balancing act
comes as the long-dormant
deficit-hawk wing of the GOP
lumbers back to life, recoiling
from the House Democratic
proposal to spend another $3
trillion in taxpayer money. Yet
many Republicans concede there

Preparing
to reopen
the county

The World

COOS COUNTY — As Coos
County prepares to slowly reopen,
Coos Health & Wellness wants to
remind businesses, organizations
and community members that the
county is still under Executive Or-
der 20-22 until there is approval
from the state to move forward.

“We have all had to make
significant behavioral changes to
reduce the spread of COVID-19,”
said Cynthia Edwards, public
information officer with Coos
Health & Wellness. “While we
prepare for reopening, we will
need to continue these practices:”

* social distancing (specifically,
staying 6 feet away from others
when you must go into a shared
space)

« frequently washing hands or
use alcohol-based (at least 60%
alcohol) hand sanitizer when soap
and water are not available

* wearing cloth face coverings

» avoiding touching eyes, nose,
and mouth

* staying home when sick

Please see Reopen, Page A9
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No Music on the Bay this year

ZACH SILVA
The World

executive order, which
included the cancella-
tion of large gatherings
through September, the
annual concerts titled
Music on the Bay will
not occur this summer.
“Yeah, it’s very sad.

COOS BAY — Min-
gus Park will be a little
quieter this summer.

In accordance with
Governor Kate Brown’s
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We bring anywhere
from 500 to 750 people
there for every concert
that we do and it’s going
to be sad for the whole
community. It’s really a
community based pro-
gram,” said Jim Ring,
who helps put on the
shows.

For the past 20 years,
according to Ring, there
have been concerts
taking place in the late
summer at Mingus Park.
What once started as
three concerts a year
then became six weekly
shows that stretched into
September.

The goal was to have

a little of something for
all tastes in music.

“We bring in acts
from all over the United
States. Try to do differ-
ent genres every week.
We do country, we do
blues, we do rock and
roll, we had an alterna-
tive rock band, we’ve
had jazz bands, all that
type of thing,” said
Ring.

The free concerts
cost around $50,000 to
put on with that money
coming in from dona-
tions around the com-
munity. Free lodging
at a local hotels, dinner
and drinks from restau-

rants, security provided
and trailers donated all

went along with a local
sound and light crew.

With all these facets
coming together, Ring
said the bands enjoyed
it.

“They seem like when
they learn it’s a commu-
nity event and the com-
munity is supporting this
great program big time,
they seem to go a little
extra effort on the show
they put on,” he said.

While there will be no
large gatherings, Ring
is hoping that there can
be a small concert of
around 50 donors for

one of the musicians
who has plans to fly out
to the area.

“We do have one
coming, or possibly still
coming. I need to talk to
their booking agent but
in September that we
might do a very small
show if they allow us
to have it. We’re going
to pay her anyway if
we pay her for a 700
(person show) or 50 or
whatever,” said Ring.

After that possible one
show, the concert series
looks to be back in ac-
tion next summer.

“The plan is see us in
2021,” said Ring.

Oregon reports four new COVID-19
deaths, 55 new confirmed cases

The World

PORTLAND —
COVID-19 has claimed
four more lives in Oregon,
raising the state’s death toll
to 134, the Oregon Health
Authority reported Wednes-
day.

Oregon Health Au-
thority reported 55 new
confirmed cases and four
new presumptive cases of
COVID-19 as of 8 a.m.
Wednesday, bringing the
state total to 3,416. The new
confirmed and presumptive
cases reported Wednesday
are in the following coun-
ties: Clatsop (3), Columbia

(1), Coos (1), Hood River
(1), Linn (1), Malheur (1),
Marion (23), Multnomah
(13), Polk (1), Umatilla (1),
Washington (13).

Oregon’s 131st
COVID-19 death is a
91-year-old man in Polk
County, who tested positive
on May 2 and died on May
8 at Salem Hospital. He
had underlying medical
conditions.

Oregon’s 132nd
COVID-19 death is a
100-year-old woman in
Polk County, who tested
positive on May 2 and died
on May 11 in her residence.
She had underlying medical

conditions.

Oregon’s 133rd
COVID-19 death is a
90-year-old woman in Polk
County, who tested positive
on May 1 and died on May
12 at Salem Hospital. She
had underlying medical
conditions.

Oregon’s 134th
COVID-19 death is a
91-year-old woman in
Washington County, who
tested positive on May 11
and died on May 12 at Leg-
acy Meridian Park Medical
Center. She had underlying
medical conditions.

To see more case and
county level data, please

visit the Oregon Health
Authority website, which
OHA updates once a day:
www.healthoregon.org/
coronavirus.

Stay informed about
COVID-19:

Oregon response: The
Oregon Health Authori-
ty and Oregon Office of
Emergency Management
lead the state response.

United States response:
The Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention
leads the U.S. response.

Global response: The
World Health Organization
guides the global response.

STIMULUS CHECK | REAL ESTATE

Make a Move

If you’ve been
thinking about
moving to a new
house, your stimulus
check could help you
turn that dream into
reality.

With many Americans
spending time isolated at
home, they have plenty of
time to think about where
they live and whether they
might be happier in a differ-
ent situation.

There is a long list of rea-
sons moving might make
sense, such as wanting a more
peaceful lifestyle in the coun-
try, a shorter commute in the
city, or a more affordable
home to give peace of mind
in stressful times.

© ADOBE STOCK

IDEAL TIMING

Whatever your real-estate
goals, there’s no better time
than now for making a move
if you're in a good position to
do so.

More houses will likely be
coming on the market as the
economy slows and changes,
which means greater selec-
tion for buyers and potential-
ly a softening in prices after
years of record gains.

Interest rates also are
unusually low right now. If
you've got decent credit, you
can qualify for spectacularly
low mortgage rates by histori-
cal standards, making your
new home even more afford-
able.

STOP RENTING

If you're currently a renter,
buying a home could let you
pay yourself instead of a land-
lord. Home ownership can be
a good way to start building
up equity as you own property
instead of just leasing space.

Depending on your situa-
tion, you may be able to buy a
home with very little money
down. But the more you're
able to pay now, the more
benefits you'll get, often
including lower principal pay-
ments, no private mortgage
insurance and lower interest
rates.

SIMPLIFYING
Another trend is for people

to use real estate to simplify
their life. This is epitomized
by the “tiny house” move-
ment, but that’s not the only
way a new house can make
your life simpler.

Whether you want to down-
size in space, downsize in
price, or upsize in natural
beauty by moving to a more
rural home, a move could give
you peace of mind that is
especially valuable at times
like the current pandemic.

BUY A RENTAL
Even if you're happy where
you currently live, the same
combination of factors that
makes now a good time to
consider moving — low inter-

est rates and a potentially bet-
ter selection of housing
inventory — also makes it a
good time to buy investment
properties.

Using your stimulus check
from this short-term crisis as
an incentive to invest for the
long term could turn out to
be a wise move.

REMOTE HELP

Many real estate agents
aren’t stopping their jobs
during this pandemic. They
are still working from home,
where possible, to keep up
their important task of con-
necting buyers with sellers.

Home listings have added
more digital content for years,

ranging from virtual tours and
video tours to extensive still
photography. The coronavirus
outbreak has only underlined
the point that online shop-
ping is important, and the
best agents know this. They've
already gathered the informa-
tion to help you shop for a
home, or list your home for
sale, while taking precautions
to minimize the risk of
spreading viruses.

The closing process, t00, is
becoming more digital. Many
home transactions are con-
tinuing to take place either
through digital signatures on
documents or by keeping
people isolated while still
signing papers in person.

Nourdlocallleade
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Local grandmother meets
great-grandson for first time

COOS BAY — A mo-
ment of pure joy captured,
a moment she never
thought would happen,

a moment that Hilda
Wuethrich, 96, said she’ll
cherished forever.

Wauethrich, a resident
at Ocean Ridge Assist-
ed Living, was able to
meet her great-grandson,
6-month-old Mason, for
the very first time earlier
this month.

“I was thrilled to see my
great-grandson Mason,”
she said. “I never thought
that I would actually met
him.”

Like so many others
living in nursing homes
and assisted living facili-
ties, Wuethrich has been
quarantined from visitors
outside the center as a way
to limit her exposure to the
novel coronavirus.

With visitations being
limited, Wuethrich hasn’t
been able to see many of
her family members direct-
ly in-person or face-to-face
for the past several weeks.

However, a visit from
her granddaughter, Jennifer
Wauethrich, and ex-daugh-
ter-in-law, Janet Cole,
marked a very special mo-
ment for Wuethrich, who
was able to say hello to her
great-grandson for the very
first time.

Unaware at the time of
the new visitation restric-
tions, Jennifer and Mason,
who were on vacation to
visit the whole family,
found a way to connect
with Wuethrich through a
room window.

“(Jennifer) came up
from Texas to visit her
mom and the whole fami-
ly,” said Ernie, Wuethrich’s
son. “Well it didn’t turn out
the way she had planned
and hoped, but we made
it work. This was the next
best thing.”

According to Ernie, his
niece, Jennifer, who was

Contributed photo

Ocean Ridge resident Hila Wuethrich, 96, meets her great-grandson Mason for the very first time.

in town longer than she
had originally planned as
her flight back home was
met with cancellations and
other challenges, was able
to connect with her grand-
mother and other family
members while in town.

“We are on the phone
a lot with mom now,” he
said. “We just make sure
we communicate with her
as much as we can to let
her know we’re still here.”

Ernie, as well as other
family members, recent-
ly celebrated Mother’s
Day with Wuethrich, by
participating in a drive-by
parade at Ocean Ridge.
The family honked their
car horn and swung giant
homemade signs from
their vehicle wishing her a
happy Mother’s Day.

“We always celebrate
Mother’s Day with a big
family dinner at home,”
said Ernie. “This was the
first time we weren’t able
to do that, but we did get
to see her ... it was quite
touching for people to par-

ticipate and give residents
something to be happy
about and something to
enjoy when they look out
of their window.”

While it’s hard not being
able to see her family
in-person, Wuethrich said
it’s a blessing that every-

Contributed photo
Hilda Wuethrich, 96, reaches out her hand to her 6-month-old
great-grandson, Mason.

one is doing well and that
she’s happy to still be able
to connect with them via
telephone.

“One of the staff made
a copy of the picture of
me and Mason,” said
Wauethrich. “I’ll have it to
cherish always.”

Presumptive positives added to virus totals

ZACH SILVA
The World

COOS COUNTY —

In addition to recording
positive cases of novel
coronavirus in each county,
the Oregon Health Author-
ity has also started adding
presumptive positive cases
to the list.

This change, made last
week, means OHA’s web-
site shows Coos County
with 30 positive cases.
Meanwhile, Coos Health
and Wellness has that
information broken down
to show 28 positive cases
along with two presump-
tive cases.

“Essentially what it
boils down to is, some-
one that we believe has
COVID-19 even though
they haven’t tested positive
for COVID-19,” said
Coos Health and Wellness
epidemiologist Brian Leon
earlier this week.

“Basically if they have

symptoms and they have,
to the best of our under-
standing, close contact
with a confirmed case that
has tested positive, then
we are treating them as a
presumptive case.”

In Coos County the first
positive cases of corona-
virus occurred at Shutter
Creek Correctional Insti-
tution. The virus spread
through a portion of the
institution and there were
25 inmates who tested pos-
itive and two employees.

On Wednesday, Coos
Health and Wellness
stated that a Shutter Creek
employee is also now a
presumptive positive.

While the employee
is now a presumptive
positive, adults in custody
are not being added to
the county total number
of cases as presumptive
positives.

“At this time, we will
not report presumptive
positives on our website,”

said Jen Black of the De-
partment of Corrections.

Black stated that Shutter
Creek will continue to
test adults in custody who
request tests. On Tuesday
there were 15 negative
tests recorded at the facil-
ity.

Leon explained that
the congregate nature of
Shutter Creek shows that
presumptive positives are
not as necessary in this
setting.

“When you think about
the person and the genesis
for why we are treating

presumptive cases as cases,

is to eliminate potential
further spread for someone
that maybe wouldn’t have
been on our radar a few
weeks ago,” he said.

“In the Shutter Creek
setting, that’s not really the
issue. Out in the communi-
ty, it’s absolutely an issue
and I can basically now
go instead of one person’s
contacts I can now go to

Congrats Class of 2020!

After all they’ve been through this year, let’s celebrate the class
of 2020. On Saturday, June 13th The World will be publishing
our South Goast Class of 2020 special section.

Congratulate your graduate with
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that person’s contacts, it’s
like hitting that second de-
gree of depth and making
sure we have our hands
around every possible case
that might be out there.”
The other presumptive
positive in the county
was associated with the
first positive case that had
nothing to do with Shutter
Creek. A woman over 60
years of age tested positive
and the individual that she
lives with was deemed a
presumptive positive.
Both individuals who
are said to be presumptive
positive cases have tested
negative for COVID-19.
“We already know they
have contact with a con-
firmed case, they’ve got
symptoms that basically
go along with COVID-19
so at that point we’re
basically going to say
yeah, we believe you have
COVID-19 so we’re going
to treat you as such,” said
Leon.
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Offering premium flower, budget
strains, CBD rich products, wide line of
concentrates, cartridges, and RSO
Visit us on Leafly or Weedmaps for a full menu & ordering options

% FREE DELIVERY!!I* *(imited time)
* In-Store & Curbside Pickup

2770 Woodland Drive (across from Goodwill)
Open 7 Days a week 8:00am-10:00pm

For use only by adults twenty-one years of age and older.
Do not operate a vehicle or machinery under the influence of this drug.
Keep out of the reach of children. ORS 475B.025

Monday, May 4
At 7:43 p.m. on Eighth Street, a citation was issued to
a subject following a casual contact incident.
At 10:06 p.m. on Sixth Street and Maple Street, a
warning was given to a person following a casual contact
incident.

Tuesday, May 5
At 12:09 a.m. on Eighth Street and Cedar Street, a
traffic stop was handled.
At 8:23 a.m. on Bender Street, suspicious conditions
were handled.
At 3:33 p.m. on Ash Street, a mental subject was
handled.

Wednesday, May 6

At 1:37 a.m. on Eighth Street, a citation was issued in
lieu of custody to a person on theft charges.

At 7:55 a.m. on Eighth Street, a citation was issued in
lieu of custody to a person on shoplifting charges.

At 12:06 p.m. on Eight Street, a report of an unlawful
entry into a motor vehicle was taken.

At 4:08 p.m. on East Willow Street, a disturbance was
handled.

Thursday, May 7
At 2:09 a.m. on Alder Street, a suspicious vehicle was
handled.
At 5:14 p.m. on Bender Street and Doborout Street,
driver issued a warning following a traffic stop.
At 5:31 p.m. on Roseburg Road, an alarm was handled
at location.

Friday, May 8
At 8:59 p.m. on U.S. Highway 42 near Milepost 37, a
welfare check was handled.
Saturday, May 9
At 10:58 a.m. on Railroad Avenue, a criminal trespass
was handled.

At 2:04 p.m. on East Cedar Street, a suicidal subject was
reported.
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Please vote ‘YES’ for Ballot
6-178

We all know that dialing 911
is for an emergency. How would
you feel if this 911 system was
not working?

What if you are calling 911
because your house is on fire and
the 911 system doesn’t work....
or you need medical help....or
someone is trying to break into
your house? The current 911
system operates with outdated
equipment for 16 fire agencies,

3 ambulance services, 12 police
headquarters and the Coos Coun-
ty Road Dept

The system has failed more
than 4 times in the last 7 months.
In 2019 the entire system was in-
operable for 36 hours. The rural
agencies using this 911 dilapidat-
ed system needs to be replaced.

Yes, a new 911 radio system
will cost you and I for a new
system BUT a new system will
provide additional insurance
for our safety. A proposed local
option tax is $0.20 (20 cents) per
1,000 of assessed value of our

properties for 5 years. These
taxes will be dedicated ONLY to
911 communications.

Our emergency 911 trained
men and women deserve the best
equipment to connect with help
to save our lives.

Phyllis Wilson
Myrtle Point

A recipe for sick employees
I happen across the story
of a restaurant’s defying the
governor’s orders, people up
in arms. I can understand, to a
point. What I dont understand is
local furniture / mattress stores
that never closed, never stopped
delivering mattresses. One even
had their employees removing
the old used mattresses. Do the
employees they have effective
PPE? No. Does any one care?
Certainly not the store that defied
the Governor’s orders from the
first day. This is a recipe for sick
employees,
Cindy Ritchie
Coos Bay

What Joe Biden
Doesn’t Have to
Do Right Now

FROMA HARROP

Joe Biden has not been loudly
beating up on President Donald
Trump for his pathetic perfor-
mance during the coronavirus
crisis. The pandemic has already
killed over 80,000 Americans
and cratered the economy. And
the United States has become an
object of international pity.

“Why is Biden sitting at
home?” chronically anxious
Democrats ask.

Actually, Biden doesn’t
have to do much talking right
now. The coronavirus numbers
are doing the talking for him.
Biden’s rise in key presidential
polls suggests that the American
people are listening.

The public seems to un-
derstand the need for balance
between restarting the economy
and avoiding more mass death
-- about which Trump is just
fomenting more craziness.

News cameras can’t keep their
lenses off Trump-inspired agita-
tors in front of state houses. And
if the number of anti-lockdown,
anti-distancing, face maskless
protesters rises from 65 to 132,
newscasters excitedly proclaim
that the angry crowds are “grow-
ing.”

More reliable numbers leave
a different impression. A recent
poll found lower approval ratings
for governors who are rushing
to reopen their states and higher
ones for those acting cautiously.

Older Americans favored
Trump in 2016. But polls show
this important voting bloc mov-
ing decidedly toward Biden. A
new Marquette University poll
has voters over 60 in the swing
state of Wisconsin supporting
Biden over Trump by an as-
tounding 18 points.

Why the change? Older people
are most vulnerable to the virus.
They cannot be pleased by casual
talk of accepting many more
deaths in return for economic re-
vival -- much less the murmuring
about the advantages of culling a
population heavily dependent on
government benefits.

Now young children are being
hospitalized for a COVID-re-
lated rash. A few have died, and

parents are scared.

Some numbers speak of the
tragedy unleashed by Trump’s
early denial of and then flabby
response to this threat. Other
countries have been hit by the
disease, but few have suffered as
we have.

On Jan. 21, the U.S. and
South Korea each had 1 con-
firmed coronavirus case and low
unemployment rate of about 4
percent. By May 11, the U.S. had
81,285 virus deaths, and South
Korea had 256. On that date, our
unemployment rate stood at 14.7
percent. South Korea’s was 4
percent and its economy hum-
ming along.

The U.S. now has the seventh
highest coronavirus death rate in
the world -- twice that of Canada.
And to think we are the land of
superior hospitals, cutting-edge
research and heroic health care
workers.

It didn’t have to get this
bad. Toward the end of Janu-
ary, Trump’s own trade adviser,
Peter Navarro, sent the presi-
dent a high-level warning of the
tidal wave coming our way. Our
lack of preparedness, he wrote,
“elevates the risk of the corona-
virus evolving into a full-blown
pandemic, imperiling the lives of
millions of Americans.”

Trump denied the existence
of the virus, and when it became
impossible to ignore, he blamed
governors for not stopping it.

A safe revival of business
activity requires mass testing
for the virus. The U.S. is finally
making progress on obtaining
such tests but still can’t provide
nearly enough. This follows
Trump’s dismal failure as late
as March -- when the number
of new cases could have been
curbed -- to take the health threat
seriously.

As of March 11, the U.S.
had tested only 23 people per 1
million. Even countries swim-
ming in their own political chaos
did better by large multiples. By
March 11, the United Kingdom
had tested 347 per million -- and
Italy had tested 826 per million.

Politics happens, even in times
too sad for it. Biden will eventu-
ally have to emerge, but his case
for replacing Trump is already
out there loud and clear.

Follow Froma Harrop on Twit-
ter @FromaHarrop. She can be
reached at tharrop@gmail.com.
To find out more about Froma
Harrop and read features by oth-
er Creators writers and cartoon-
ists, visit the Creators webpage at
WWWw.creators.com.
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J.M.Thomas To Be Fire Warden
Resigns As District Game Warden to
Take Place
North Bend Man Chosen By Carl
Davis — Forest Protection Week to
be Observed

J.M. Thomas of North
Bend, for several years district
game warden, has resigned to
accept a position as chief fire
warden of Coos and Curry
Fire Patrol Association. Mr.
Thomas’ successor has not been
announced but he will take up
his new duties tomorrow.

His retirement as game
warden will be regretted
by many sportsmen but the
new position affords better
remuneration. Mr. Thomas being
very familiar with this entire
section will prove a valuable
man for master fire warden and
Carl L. Davis, secretary of the
Coos and Curry Fire Protective
Association, who appointed him
is elated over his acceptance.

Dairyman Are Given Warning

The organization committee
of the Dairymen’s League for
Coos and Curry wishes to warn
all dairymen against contracting
their product to any private
corporations at this time; or
talking stock in such corporation
proposing to establish
manufacturing plants within our
bounds.

We believe this to be a move
to hold up or prevent the proper
and expedient organization of
a strong marketing association
among the dairymen of this
district; which they see is sure
to be brought about through
the Oregon Dairymen’s Co-
operative League to which the
products for over 7,000 cows
has already been contracted
up to date by our organization
committee.

50 YEARS
May 14,1970

7-Point Plan For Coos Jail

COQUILLE — A state
corrections division report
released Wednesday called Coos
County Jail facilities inadequate
in most areas and dangerous
in several. The report, seven
pages in length, was a summary
evaluation following a late-
April inspection of the jail by
corrections division personnel.

County Commissioner Lonnie
Van Elsberg said he agreed
entirely with the report, but
pointed out the report did not
contain any new information.
“That the jail is inadequate and a
new one badly needed has been
known for years,” Van Elsberg
said.

The writers of the report
admitted time did not permit
an in-depth study, but labeled
the overall design of the jail as
severely limited in providing
“safe confinement of prisoners
in secure custody.” The jail
entrance and booking area
were described as potential

trouble spots for jail breaks and
disturbances.

Plan Proposed To Resolve Coos
Conflict on Policy

A plan to help resolve the
current deadlock over budget
and program authority in the
juvenile department between the
Circuit Court and Coos County
Commissioners was outlined
Wednesday by Don Dils, area
member of Governor McCall’s
Management 70’s, Task Force.

In talks Wednesday with
Circuit Court Judge John
Warden and Commissioners
William Miller and Lonnie
Van Elsberg, Dils called for a
non-partisan tasks force to study
the existing situation and make
recommendations. Dils’ plan
called for a six-member team
comprised of three in-county and
three out-of-county specialists
in budget, management and
administrative problems. Dils’
plan was accepted by the court
and commission that task force
members be chose by members
of the District 7 Commission on
Youth.

15 YEARS
May 14, 2005

Boys & Girls Club to honor police
officers

Coos County children are
invited to meet law enforcement
officers Monday afternoon for
Police Officer Appreciation Day.
The event is scheduled for 4
p.m. at the Boys & Girls Club of
Southwestern Oregon in Coos
Bay.

More than 15 police officers,
Oregon State Police troopers and
Coos County Sherift’s deputies
are expected to attend the event,
according to Jennifer Sharp, a
staff member at the club. The
appreciation day coincides with
National Police Week.

Children who take part in
Boys & Girls Club activities
have prepared thank-you cards
for peace officers and will
present them to those appearing
at the event. Guests will have
the chance to talk to law
enforcement personnel and see a
collection of police motorcycles
and off-road vehicles.

State closing clamming on entire
Oregon Coast

Record levels of a toxin
found in clams have led to the
shutdown of all clam harvesting
on Oregon beaches.

In a Friday press release,

the Oregon Department of
Agriculture announced the
closing of the entire coast to
harvests of razor and other
clams as well as mussels. A
week earlier, the state agency
had blocked clamming over the
North and Central coasts as far
south as the north bank of the
Umpqua River in Reedsport.

Levels of domoic acid, which
is produced by marine algae,
reached the highest recorded
levels in mussels retrieved this
week from all coastal areas, the
agriculture department said.
Anyone who has harvested
Oregon mussels in the past week
is asked to discard them.

Couple surprised to find out home
was a former meth lab
By Carl Mickelson, Staff Writer

The Barview house Curtis
and Sherrie Hoyle purchased
off the Coos County property
foreclosure list in 2002 wasn’t
quaint.

It didn’t have a picturesque
view. It was a double-wide trailer
up on cinder blocks on Evergreen
Lane. Over the years, neighbors
had treated the property like a
city dump. But at a real market
value of $41,000, the Hoyles
could see beyond the garbage and
debris that littered what could
become their new yard.

These stories were found in
the Marshfield Sun Printing
Museum newspaper repository
store in Marshfield HS courtesy
of Coos Bay Schools and on The
World newspaper website www.
theworldlink.com.

Write to us and the
community with a
Letter to the Editor

Write a Letter to the Editor
and be part of the commu-
nity discussion on local
topics. Letters should not
contain any personal at-
tacks against other commu-
nity members.

To make a submission
to the editor, fill out a
submission form at www.
theworldlink.com, email
worldnews 1 @countryme-
dia.net or call
541-269-1222 ext. 235.

LL.S. SENATORS

Sen. Jeff Merkley (D)

Sen. Ron Wyden (D)

107 Russell Senate Office Building 223 Dirkson Senate Office Building

Washington, DC 20510
Phone: 202-224-3753
Fax: 202-228-3997

Website: merkley.senate.gov/con-

tact

Washington, DC 20510-0001
Phone: 202-224-5244
Fax: 202-228-2717
Website: wyden.senate.gov/con-
tact

U.S. REPRESENTATIVE — CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 4
Rep. Peter A. DeFazio (D)
2134 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515-0001
Phone: 202-225-6416
Fax: 202-225-0032
Website: www.house.gov/formdefazio/contact.html
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Study ties ‘Obamacare’ to fewer cancer deaths in
some states that expanded medicare availability

MARILYNN MARCHIONE

Associated Press

Cancer deaths have dropped more in
states that expanded Medicaid coverage
under the Affordable Care Act than in
states that did not, new research reveals.

The report Wednesday is the first evi-
dence tying cancer survival to the health
care change, which began in 2014 after
the law known as “Obamacare” took full
effect, said one study leader, Dr. Anna
Lee of Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer
Center in New York.

“For a policy to have this amount of im-
pact in a short amount of years” is remark-
able, because cancer often takes a long
time to develop and prove fatal, she said.

Lee discussed the results in an Amer-
ican Society of Clinical Oncology news
conference as part of its annual meeting
later this month.

The law let states expand Medicaid eli-
gibility and offer subsidies to help people
buy health insurance. Twenty-seven states
and Washington, D.C., did that, and 20
million Americans gained coverage that
way. The other 23 states did not expand
benefits.

Researchers used national health
statistics on cancer deaths to track trends
before and after the law. They looked only
at deaths in people under 65, who stood
to benefit from the change because those
older already were covered by Medicare.
About 30% of U.S. cancer deaths are in
people under 65.

The cancer death rate fell throughout
the United States from 1999 to 2017 in
that age group, but more in states that
expanded Medicaid -- 29% versus 25% in
states that did not.

Researchers specifically compared
death rates from 2011 to 2013, before the

health care change, to 2015 to 2017, after
it. In states that expanded coverage, the
change meant 785 fewer cancer deaths in
2017. Another 589 deaths could have been
prevented that year if all states had ex-
panded Medicaid, researchers estimated.

Having health insurance allows quicker
treatment after diagnosis and access to
more treatment options so patients can
get the best care available, which can
improve survival odds, Lee said. Insured
people also may have more opportunities
for screening to detect cancers at a stage
when they’re most treatable.

The new work builds on research from
last year’s conference that suggested more
patients, blacks in particular, were able to
quickly start on treatment after a diagnosis
of advanced cancer in states that expand-
ed Medicaid, said Dr. Howard Burris.

He is president of the oncology society
and heads the Sarah Cannon Research

Institute, a cancer center in Nashville,
Tennessee.

“There was so much excitement” when
federal statistics showed a big drop in
cancer deaths over the last decade, and the
new study shows “it was an even better
improvement in expansion states,” said
Burris, who had no role in the study.

The picture is murky for specific racial
groups. States that expanded Medicaid
generally had fewer blacks and more
Hispanics than states that did not expand.
Blacks have had worse cancer death rates
than other groups, but that also has been
improving at a greater rate than for whites.
Expansion of Medicaid seemed to make
no difference in cancer mortality rates
for blacks, but did seem to improve the
situation for Hispanics.

To date, 36 states and Washington,
D.C., have expanded Medicaid and 14
have not.

Report warns of virus
outbreak dangers at
cramped wildfire camps

BOISE, Idaho (AP) —
Outbreaks of the corona-
virus could sweep through
large camps where crews
typically stay as they fight
wildfires across the U.S.,
according to a federal
document obtained by
The Associated Press, and
the problem is likely to
get worse the longer the
fire season lasts.

The U.S. Forest Ser-
vice’s draft risk assess-
ment suggests that even
in a best-case scenario
— with social distancing
followed and plenty of
tests and protective equip-
ment available — nearly
two dozen firefighters
could be infected with
COVID-19 at a camp
with hundreds of people
who come in to combat a
fire that burns for months.

The worst-case sce-
nario? More than 1,000
infections.

“The Forest Service is
diligently working with
partners to assess the risk
that COVID-19 presents
for the 2020 fire season,”
the agency said in a
statement Wednesday. “It
is important to understand
that the figures in this
report are not predictions,
but rather, model possible
scenarios.”

The Forest Service said
the document was outdat-
ed and being redone, and
the newest version wasn’t
yet ready to share. The AP
obtained the draft from an
official who has access to
it and didn’t want to be
named.

One of the authors of
the risk assessment said
Tuesday that in the new
version, the infection rates
remain the same. But
while the draft originally
said the death rate among
infected firefighters could
reach as high as 6%, that
is being revised sharply
downward, to less than
2%, to reflect newer data,
said Jude Bayham, an
assistant professor in the
Department of Agricultur-
al and Resource Eco-
nomics at Colorado State
University.

He said the initial death
rate was based on data
from early in the pandem-
ic, when testing was far
more limited. Based on
new data, firefighters —
who are largely healthy
and young — will likely
fare far better if they
contract COVID-19 than
the general population, he
said.

For most people, the
coronavirus causes mild

or moderate symptoms,
such as fever and cough
that clear up in two to
three weeks. For some,
especially people who are
older or have health prob-
lems, it can cause more
severe illness, including
pneumonia and death.

Federal guidelines re-
leased last week re-
imagine how to combat
wildfires to reduce the
risk of firefighters getting
the virus. The guidelines
urge fire managers to
use small crews that can
have the close contact
that firefighting and
travel often require, while
staying away from other
groups. The guidelines
recommend avoiding the
traditional large camps
and relying on mili-
tary-issue ready-to-eat or
bagged meals instead of
catered buffet-style meals
at campsites.

Some fire managers
also are told to take tem-
peratures with their own
touchless thermometers if
possible. The guidelines
say everyone should wear
masks and other pro-
tective equipment when
around those outside their
immediate crew. Good
cleaning and sanitation
is recommended, as is
isolating firefighters and
potentially entire crews if
COVID-19 is detected.

A review of incident
reports from wildfires
so far this year show the
guidelines are difficult,
and sometimes impossi-
ble, to follow and could
actually increase some
risks to firefighters.

“We have developed
pinch-points that cause
operational lapses in
guidance that may very
well get confused with
policy and doctrine. This
situation could result in
injury — or even un-
wanted death — of our
multiagency employees,’
Greg Juvan, a fire man-
agement officer with the
Idaho Panhandle National
Forests, wrote in a report
from a small wildfire last
month.

Social distancing was
difficult, and firefighters
found it unrealistic to
meet sanitation standards
for truck radios, hand
tools and other gear used
in the initial attack on
the Idaho wildfire, Juvan
said. Social distancing
guidelines call for more
vehicles to transport
crews, but that led to
congestion on the narrow
roads leading to the fire.

1)

The guidelines could raise
one of the greatest risks
to wildland firefighters —
traffic wrecks, Juvan said.

Even something as ba-
sic as sanitizing vehicles
proved problematic, with
cleaning supplies difficult
to find, the report said.

In New Mexico, several
agencies responded to a
small wildfire last month,
with some not practicing
social distancing and oth-
er virus policies appearing
to vary greatly, George
Allalunis, a Carson
National Forest engine
captain, wrote in a report.

For the Forest Service’s
draft risk assessment, re-
searchers created scenari-
os using three actual fires
from 2017 and applied
disease modeling. They
found testing every fire-
fighter before they started
work reduced the coro-
navirus risk most signifi-
cantly for short, high-in-
tensity wildfires, said
Bayham, the professor.
But for longer, drawn-out
firefights, initial testing
was less important than
keeping firefighters spread
out in small campsites.

The models showed
that even with strict
pre-work testing and
social distancing, about
21 COVID-19 infections
could be expected in a
large camp like that used
for a 2017 fire in Mon-
tana. In the worst-case
scenario, more than 1,000
firefighters would be in-
fected. The problem could
compound as fire crews
are sent to new locations
over the monthslong fire
season, which has largely
begun.

The risk assessment
will be updated through-
out the season, the Forest
Service said.

The American West
could see higher-than-nor-
mal levels of wildfire this
year because of drought.

Wayne Van Burg-
er - 71, of Coquille, died
May 13, 2020 in Coquille.
Arrangements are pending
with Amling/Schroeder
Funeral Service - Coquille
Chapel, 5441-396-3846

Gearldine Freese - 76,
passed away on Wednes-
day, May 13, 2020. No
services are planned at this
time. Arrangements en-
trusted to Dunes Memorial
Chapel.

Nelson’s Bay Area Mortuary

Saluting all Veterans and
those presently serving in
our Armed Forces

“Thank You”

405 Elrod Ave., Coos Bay « 541-267-4216

John & Tanya Nelson Funeral Directors/Owners

Texas AG asks court to block
mail-in voting over virus fears

DALLAS (AP) — Tex-
as’ Republican attorney
general on Wednesday
asked the state’s high court
to order local election
officials to reject vote-by-
mail applications that cite
concerns about catching
the coronavirus.

Attorney General Ken
Paxton petitioned the
state Supreme Court after
officials in some predom-
inantly Democratic areas
approved measures that
would allow voters to
claim a disability and re-
quest mail-in ballots if they
are worried about getting
sick at polling places.
County officials and Texas
Democrats cast the move
as an effort to disrupt the
election and an ongoing
voting case.

It comes as the virus
has deepened the partisan
divide over mail-in voting,
with President Donald
Trump claiming it is ripe
for fraud and Democrats

embracing the practice
as the safest way to vote
during the pandemic.

The attorney general’s
request contends officials
in counties that include
Dallas, Houston, Austin,
El Paso and the border
community of Brownsville
have broadened eligibility
to vote by mail beyond
what the Legislature
intended.

“Each misapplication of
Texas election law dam-
ages the integrity of our
elections and increases the
risk of voter fraud,” Paxton
said in a statement.

In April, a lower state
court lifted restrictions
on mail-in voting after
Democrats sued to at least
temporarily expand access.
Voting by mail in Texas is
generally limited to those
65 or older or those with
a “sickness or physical
condition” that prevents
them from casting a ballot
in person. The state is

appealing that decision.

Douglas Ray, an attor-
ney who handles election
law for Harris County,
said the county’s approach
complies fully with the
lower court’s ruling and
that the counties will vig-
orously oppose Paxton’s
effort to “short circuit” the
pending appeal.

“He’s attempting to
circumvent the process,”
Ray said.

A lawyer for the Texas
Democratic Party on
Wednesday said “thou-
sands” of people under
65 have already request-
ed mail-in ballots, and
accused Paxton of trying
to “upset the election
process.”

“Whether the state
courts or the federal courts
resolve the matter, a citi-
zen’s right to vote will be
protected,” said attorney
Chad Dunn.

DEAR ABBY: My parents have
strong opinions. I don’t agree with them
in areas such as how to raise or discipline
my children. If I try to explain why, they
mock me with their tone of voice. Then
they get mad if I try to discuss it with
them and won’t speak to me for a couple
of weeks.

Currently, they are insisting that [ am
making a mountain out of a molehill be-
cause of the coronavirus. I stay at home
with my children and run out only to buy
food. Abby, my parents are ignoring all
the health recommendations. They still
go out in public places where people are
close to each other.

They now want to have all their grand-
kids over to play and are upset with me
because I refuse. It has reached the point
that I don’t answer my phone when I see
Mom’s number because I know she’ll
lecture me on how I am “tearing the
family apart over this nonsense that we’ll
just laugh about next year.” How do
you get family members to respect your
request for social distancing? -- DOING
WHAT’S RIGHT FOR NOW

DEAR DOING: Here’s how: Stick to
your guns. Remind your mother that your
children’s welfare is your sacred re-
sponsibility. It is your job to ensure their
safety, and it’s no laughing matter. Tell
her this is why you have chosen to follow
the directions issued by the Centers for
Disease Control. You wish she and your
dad would be more careful about their
own health, but you respect that they are
adults making their own choices, and you
expect that she will extend to you the
same courtesy. Period!

DEAR ABBY: I recently gave a
family member a gift. Immediately upon
opening it, they exclaimed, “I don’t
want this! I will never use this. Can I
return it and get something else?”” This
was followed by repeatedly saying they
didn’t want the item and dragging out of
the closet a similar item another family
member had given them, exclaiming,

DEAR AB Bv By Abigail Van Buren

Mom vetoes grandma’s plan to flout distancing rules

“See? I already have almost the exact
same thing, and I’ve never used it.”

This relative kept repeating they didn’t
ever want anything like this and what I
should always get them. This is the same
person, by the way, who buys me what-
ever they want to get me whether I want
it or not, and refuses to listen when I
state what I would like as gifts. Am I too
sensitive, or is this behavior bad man-
ners? -- GIFT HORSE IN WYOMING

DEAR GIFT HORSE: It’s an exam-
ple of appalling bad manners and lack of
gratitude. Because the relative is also un-
willing or unable to choose appropriate
gifts, why not agree to stop exchanging
them? In cases like this, a nice, neutral
greeting card would cause fewer hurt
feelings.

DEAR ABBY: My husband and I
disagree about something, and I’d like
you to be the tie-breaker. One of us
believes it’s proper to keep the title to a
vehicle in the glove compartment of the
vehicle alongside the registration and
insurance papers. The other thinks it’s
foolish and dangerous. What say you? --
TIE-BREAKER IN KENTUCKY

DEAR TIE-BREAKER: I say it is
better to err on the side of caution and
keep the title in a safe deposit box or file
cabinet. The same is true for the deed to
your home, as well as other important
documents.

Dear Abby is written by Abigail Van
Buren, also known as Jeanne Phillips,
and was founded by her mother, Pauline
Phillips. Contact Dear Abby at www.
DearAbby.com or P.O. Box 69440, Los
Angeles, CA 90069.

For everything you need to know
about wedding planning, order “How
to Have a Lovely Wedding.” Send your
name and mailing address, plus check or
money order for $8 (U.S. funds) to: Dear
Abby, Wedding Booklet, P.O. Box 447,
Mount Morris, IL 61054-0447. (Shipping
and handling are included in the price.)

Burial;;Cremationz

Ocean View
Memory Gardens

The y Area’s only crematory
Cremation & Burial Service 541-888-4709

Est. 1939 1525 Ocean Blvd. NW, Coos Bay
www.cooshayareafunerals.com
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Constryction
Services

Coos Choice Construction
CCB 230048
New and renovations
Roofs, siding & windows
541-252-0960

502
Help Wanted

Need help in my home: clean-
ing, laundry, sweeping, mop-
ping, dusting, vacuuming,
dishwashing. Ambulatory chal-
lenged. 3-4 hours a day. 541-
952-1508, Coquille.

515
Employment Opps

EXCITING OPPORTUNITY

If you are Friendly, Self-moti-
vated, Team Player who en-
joys learning and serving,
Consider becoming a member
of our team at Bandon ACE
Hardware & Radio Shack. Our
requirements are a commit-
ment to give our customers
amazing customer service,
learning and applying new
skills, working hours that in-
clude evenings and weekends.
Also, you must have computer
skills and be able to lift 50 Ibs.
If you can benefit our team
come apply at Bandon ACE
Hardware & Radio Shack.
Highway 101, Bandon, Oregon

736
Pets

Kohl's Cat House Adoptions
on site. VOLUNTEERS
NEEDED!!!
541-294-3876

W*ﬁfp@

The Bay Area’s only pet crematory
541-267-3131 « www. com

906

Acreage

o o £ )
5.88ac FSBO Shelley Ln par-
cel. Excvtd pad wi/elect, witr,
cble, crt septic. Spring wtr to
2500g tank. 3 grnhses. RV
hkup. 53'Dry Van. (925)813-
4102. By Appt. $260k

999

Legal Notices

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
FOR THE STATE OF
OREGON
FOR THE COUNTY OF
CO0os
PROBATE DEPARTMENT
In the Matter of the Estate
of :

RALPH DAVID OLSON,
Decedent.

Case No.: 20PB02447
NOTICE TO INTERESTED
PERSONS
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that Doris J. Olson has been
appointed personal repre-
sentative. All persons having
claims against the estate are
required to present them, with
vouchers attached, to the per-
sonal representative at P.O.
Box 1006, North Bend, Oregon
97459, within four months after
the date of first publication of
this notice, or the claims may

be barred.

All persons whose rights may
be affected by the proceedings
may obtain additional informa-
tion from the records of the
court, the personal represen-
tative, or the attorneys for the
personal representative, Steb-
bins & Coffey, P.O. Box 1006,
North Bend, Oregon 97459.
Dated and first published May
14, 2020.

Doris J. Olson,

Personal Representative
Published: May 14, 21 & 28,
2020 The World & ONPA (ID:
284685)
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Legal Notices

NOTICE OF BUDGET
COMMITTEE MEETING
A public meeting of the Budget
Committee of the Reedsport
School District #105, Douglas
County, State of Oregon, will
be held by video conference
at the Reedsport Community
Charter School Cafeteria to
discuss the budget for the fis-
cal year July 1, 2020 to June
30, 2021. The meeting will take
place on the 21st day of May,
2020 at 6:00 P.M. Members
of the public may view/listen
to the live budget meeting via
the information provided on the
district website. The purpose
of the meeting is to receive the
budget message and to hear
comment from the public on

the budget.

This is a public meeting where
deliberation of the Budget
Committee may take place.
Any person may attend the vir-
tual meeting and discuss the
proposed programs with the
Budget Committee. A copy of
the budget document may be
inspected or obtained on the
district website 48 hours prior
to the meeting.

Pursuant to ORS 294.426 (5)
(b) this notice is also posted on
the District's Internet website
@___ http://www.reedsport.k12.
or.us for at least 10 days be-
fore the meeting.

Published: May 14, 2020 The
World & ONPA (ID: 284740)

To better serve the community in these
uncertain times, we are:

Allowing FREE access to The World Newspaper
online until May 1, 2020

Permanently reducing the price of Saturday’s paper to $2
No longer charging extra for “premium days,” permanently

Devoting the majority of our local news coverage to the fast
spreading virus, and what our community is doing to cope

Subscribe today!
Call 541-266-6047

“That's What Community
Newspapers are supposed to do.”
- Steve Hungerford, owner of The World.

The mWorld

www.theworldlink.com

Bridge

Victor Hugo wrote, “He
who every morning plans
the transaction of the day
and follows out that plan,
carries a thread that will
guide him through the
maze of the most busy life.
But where no plan is laid,
where the disposal of time
is surrendered merely to
the chance of incidence,
chaos will soon reign”

That is excellent ad-
vice for a bridge player, but
sometimes you have to try
to understand your oppo-
nent’s plan, so that you can
find a successful counter-
measure.

What happens in this
three-no- trump contract
after West leads the heart
jack?

South’s one-spade re-
sponse was debatable. The
hands key feature was
the good club suit. But, of
course, players are brain-

washed into thinking that
only major suits are fit
for bidding, and if four
spades were the only game,
it might be missed after
South’s two-club response.
Here, though, five clubs
was an excellent contract.
Also, South’s bid helped
him in the play.

Declarer won the first
trick with his heart ace and
played off dummy’s two top
diamonds. When the queen
didn’t drop, South ran the
club jack. West won with
the king but continued
with another heart. South
claimed nine tricks:
hearts, two diamonds and
five clubs.

“You had six clubs?”

asked an incredulous West.

two

“Sorry, partner. How could
I tell?”

Suppose South had a
guaranteed spade stopper.

Wouldn’t
North 05-14-20
aJ he have es-
¥ K2 tablished
¢ AKJ10764 dummy’s
% J104 diamonds?
West East y
South -
AAQ83 AK974 Olislf"c
¥YJ10974 YQs865 tua ine
52 $Q93 strongly
S K3 & 72 suggested
South that he was
N 10652 .
¥ A3 trying to
¢ 3 run nine
$#AQ9865 tricks with-
Dealer: North out losing
Vulnerable: North-South the lead and
South West North East was giving
- p 1: gass himself a
14 ass 2 ass .
2NT Pass 3NT  All Pass | cance in
both mi-
Opening lead: ¥ J nors.
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Misc For Sale

BANDON FEED N FIREARMS
buys and consigns Estate
ltems. Firearms - we take
trade-ins, ammunition, mili-
tary items, watches, ammo,
swords, knives, coins, jewelry.
88674 Hwy. 42S Bandon.

Please call 541-404-1002

Rototiller TROY-BILT Horse
8hp. w/PTO. Runs good. In-
cludes TILLER unit, GEN-
ERATOR unit, wrap-around
bumper, kick stand, extra belt
and reverse disc, all manuals.
541-269-5397 message. $895
OBO

Garden Compost For Sale
Delivery Available, ten yards
minimum. Call for pricing.
Coquille, OR
541-396-557

Hay For Sale
Alfalfa, Triticale, Grass Hay
1 ton minimum, Call for pricing
Coquille, OR
541-396-5571

831
Office Space

Pacific Coast Medical Park
Suite E: 576 SQ $1150. Lrg
medical room that can be used
for surgery or radiology. 2
Exam rooms. ADA restrooms,
extra storage, reception area.
Easy access to the elevator.
All utilities incl.

Suite I: 418 SQ $750. Office
space, 2 exam rooms and a
reception area. Upstairs. ADA
accessible Common area rest-
rooms. Elevator. All utilities inc.
Newer medical facility. 1-year
lease negotiable.

Grand Management
Services
(541) 269-5561

YOUR
NEWS

Just the Way You Like It

NEWSPAPERS
HAVE YOUR
BACK.

We are grateful for those who have our back in this
important time. The list is long, but we want to
thank our first responders and front-line workers.

Especially in critical times, newspapers have your back.
COVID-19is a national story that is impacting you at home and at work.
Your local newspaper is keeping you informed with current events in
your neighborhood and is bringing communities together in these
challenging times.

Fromthe actions yourlocal governmentis taking, to lists oflocal stores
that are delivering and tips on what to do while you're at home, your
local newspaper is committed to bringing you the news you need,
when you need it.

WE ARE IN THIS
TOGETHER

Support your local newspaper.
Subscribe in print or online.

America’s &
Newspapers

NEWSPAPERS.ORG

America’s Newspapers is a national association supporting journalism and healthy newspapers in our local
communities. Find out more at www.newspapers.org or follow us on Twitter @newspapersorg or on

Facebook @americasnewspapers.
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Let go of the past
and embrace the future.
Refuse to let negativity
take control or uncer-
tainty lead to a stalemate.
Expand your knowledge,
rely on experience and
forge into the future with
vim and vigor. Believe in
yourself, and success will
come your way.

TAURUS (April
20-May 20) -- Set up a
conference call, join an
online group that inter-
ests you and engage in
activities through social
media. It's time to change
the way you do things.

GEMINI (May
21-June 20) -- Listen to
what's being said or of-
fered to you. Scrutinize
anything that sounds
suspicious. Offer sug-
gestions, not physical or
financial assistance. You'll
accomplish the most if
you make your responsi-
bilities a priority.

CANCER (June 21-
July 22) -- Try something
new or do things differ-
ently. Change may not be
your thing, but keeping
up with the times will be
essential if you want to
get ahead.

LEO (July 23-Aug.
22) -- Figure out a way to
barter with people who
have services you need.
A forum geared toward
trading skills and services
can help make life easier
for you and those in your
community.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-
Sept. 22) -- Get ahead
of the game. Focus on
how best to stand out
and make what you have
to offer valuable. Turn a
negative into a positive,
and success will be yours.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct.
23) -- Keep moving
forward without making
waves. Avoid people who
put demands on you or
take advantage of your
skills, knowledge or
generosity. Your priority
should be your health
and family.

SCORPIO (Oct.
24-Now. 22) -- Take the
initiative to do the things
you do best. Your disci-
pline and hard work will
pay off. Take control of
your life and follow your
heart.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov.
23-Dec. 21) -- Plan a
social media event. Turn
a phone call into a dinner
party or romantic eve-
ning with someone who
lives at a distance. Be
imaginative and enjoy it.

CAPRICORN (Dec.
22-Jan. 19) -- Keep an
open mind, but don't let
anyone bamboozle you
into doing something
that isn't in your best in-
terest. Your focus should
be on home, family and
alternative living condi-
tions.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-
Feb. 19) -- Information is
heading your way. Digest
what you discover and
figure out how to use it to
your advantage. A slight
change can make a big
difference.

PISCES (Feb.
20-March 20) -- Don't let
depression set in when
you should be taking
action. Changing the way
you handle your money
and how you help others
will improve your life.

ARIES (March
21-April 19) -- Stick to
the script. If you exag-
gerate or are gullible, you
will end up in an un-
necessary predicament.
Be smart and verify
information before you

pass it along.
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Trump ally wins House
seat in California

LOS ANGELES (AP)
— Mike Garcia grew up
a single-minded kid from
Southern California: He
just wanted to fly fighter
jets. His decision to enter
national politics wouldn’t
come until decades later,
after he had seen one Cali-
fornia election too many.

A career as a Navy avia-
tor would lead to a decade
in the defense industry. But
it was the 2018 elections
that prompted the Repub-
lican to enter public life,
as his home state moved
deeper into Democrat-
ic-dominated government
that he faults for job-crush-
ing regulation and climb-
ing taxes.

“I don’t want my
country to turn into what
my state has become,”
says Garcia, who claimed
a vacant U.S. House seat
Tuesday north of Los
Angeles.

The political newcom-
er’s win over Democrat
Christy Smith marked
the first time in over two
decades that a Republican
captured a Democrat-
ic-held congressional
district in California.

What was supposed to
be a tossup election ended
up with Garcia holding

a comfortable 12-point
edge in an incomplete tally
Wednesday.

Garcia appeared to bene-
fit from enthusiasm among
conservatives who saw a
rare opportunity to seize
a Democratic-held seat
in California, while the
electorate that turned out
in the unusual May special
election skewed toward
reliable, older Republican
voters, even though the
district has a Democratic
registration edge.

His Hispanic surname
was likely a benefit in a
district with a significant
Latino population. His
military service would play
well in a district known
as popular with veterans
and Los Angeles police
officers.

The son of a Mexican
immigrant father, Garcia
will go to Congress as a
fresh face who campaigned
as a supporter of President
Donald Trump and railed
against “socialist-style”
policies coming from the
Sacramento statehouse.

Smith delivered her
congratulations but said
she expected their roles to
be reversed in November,
when the two meet in a re-
match for the full, two-year

House term that begins in
January.

“This is only one step in
the process,” she said in a
statement.

The race in the 25th
District was being watched
nationally as a proxy vote
on Trump’s leadership
during the coronavirus
crisis, as well as for hints
about the political climate
heading toward the No-
vember elections.

Coupled with another
GOP special election vic-
tory Tuesday in a heavily
Republican Wisconsin dis-
trict, Garcia’s win would
leave Democrats with a
233-198 House majority,
plus an independent and
three vacancies.

Democrats are heavily
favored to retain House
control in November’s
elections.

Republicans said Gar-
cia’s victory showed the
GOP can win in suburban
districts, where moderate
voters deserted the party in
droves in 2018. Republi-
cans lost 40 seats that year,
enough for Democrats to
take hold of the chamber.
Seven of those seats were
in California, including the
25th District.

Trump, GOP launch broad attack on

THE WORLD

Wisconsin high court tosses out
governor’s stay-home order

MADISON, Wis. (AP) — The Wis-
consin Supreme Court struck down Gov.
Tony Evers’ coronavirus stay-at-home
order Wednesday, ruling that his admin-
istration overstepped its authority when
it extended it for another month without
consulting legislators.

The 4-3 ruling essentially reopens the
state, lifting caps on the size of gather-
ings, allowing people to travel as they
please and allowing shuttered businesses
to reopen, including bars and restaurants.
The Tavern League of Wisconsin swiftly
posted the news on its website, telling
members, ““You can OPEN IMMEDIATE-
LY!”

The decision let stand language that
had closed schools, however, and local
governments can still impose their own
health restrictions. In Dane County, home
to the capital of Madison, officials quickly
imposed a mandate incorporating most of
the statewide order. City health officials in
Milwaukee said a stay-at-home order they
enacted in late March remains in effect.

Evers reacted angrily in a conference
call Wednesday night, saying the state has
been doing well in the fight against the
coronavirus. He predicted the court ruling
will lead more counties to adopt their
own restrictions, leading to a confusing
patchwork of ordinances that will allow
infection to spread.

“Today, Republican legislators con-
vinced four members of the state Supreme
Court to throw the state into chaos,”
Evers said. “They have provided no plan.
There’s no question among anybody that
people are going to get sick. Republicans
own that chaos.”

Nearly 3 million more a

Chief Justice Patience Roggensack
wrote for the majority that health secre-
tary Andrea Palm’s order amounted to an
emergency rule that she doesn’t have the
power to create on her own.

“Rule-making exists precisely to
ensure that kind of controlling, subjec-
tive judgement asserted by one unelected
official, Palm, is not imposed in Wiscon-
sin,” Roggensack, part of the court’s 5-2
conservative majority, wrote.

Rebecca Dallet, one of the court’s liber-
al justices, dissented, saying the decision
will “undoubtedly go down as one of the
most blatant examples of judicial activ-
ism in this court’s history. And it will be
Wisconsinites who pay the price.”

Dallet also took aim at the potential de-
lay of a rule-making process:: “A review
of the tedious multi-step process required
to enact an emergency rule illustrates why
the Legislature authorized DHS to issue
statewide orders to control contagion.”

State Assembly Speaker Robin Vos and
Senate Majority Leader Scott Fitzgerald,
both Republicans, said they’re confident
businesses can safely reopen by following
guidelines calling for letting workers stay
home if they’re sick, making workers
wash their hands and implementing tele-
work and social distancing and postpon-
ing travel and events.

“This (court decision) does not promote
people to act in a way that they believe
endangers their health,” they said.

Evers first issued a stay-at-home order
in March that closed schools and nones-
sential businesses. The order was sup-
posed to lift April 24, but Palm, an Evers
appointee, extended it to May 26.

Russia probe foundations

WASHINGTON (AP) — President
Donald Trump and Republicans are
launching a broad election-year attack on
the foundation of the Russia investiga-
tion, including declassifying intelligence
information to try to place senior Obama
administration officials under scrutiny for
routine actions.

The effort has been aided by a Justice
Department decision to dismiss its pros-
ecution of former Trump administration
national security adviser Michael Flynn,
an action that rewrites the narrative of
the case in a way that former federal law
enforcement officials say downplays the
legitimate national security concerns they
believe Flynn’s actions raised and the
consequences of the lies he pleaded guilty
to telling.

The dismissal decision comes as Trump
and his Republican allies push to reframe
the Russia investigation as a “deep state”
plot to sabotage his administration, setting
the stage for a fresh onslaught of attacks
on past and present Democratic officials
and law enforcement leaders.

“His goal is that by the end of this,
you’re just not really sure what happened
and at some gut level enough Americans
say, ‘It’s kind of messy,’” said Princeton
University historian Julian Zelizer.

The latest indication of that came
Wednesday when two Republican critics
of the Russia investigation, Sens. Chuck
Grassley of lowa and Ron Johnson of
Wisconsin, disclosed a list of names of
Obama administration officials who they
say may have received Flynn’s identity
from intelligence reports in 2016 and
2017. Among the names is Trump’s Dem-
ocratic opponent, Joe Biden, who was vice
president when the Russia probe began.

Names of Americans are routinely hid-
den, or minimized, in intelligence reports
that describe routine, legal surveillance of
foreign targets. U.S. officials may make a

specific request if they want to know the
person’s identity, or “unmask” them.

Biden and the other officials had full
authority to seek the name of the uniden-
tified American in the reports — it turned
out to be Flynn — and did so through
proper channels, according to Trump
administration documents. Rather than
reveal any actual wrongdoing, the release
of the information by the president’s allies
seems designed to create suspicion around
Biden and other senior Democrats as the
November election approaches.

Trump hyped the disclosure of the list
with Biden’s name as a “massive thing.”
But the Biden campaign dismissed the
revelation, with spokesman Andrew Bates
saying it simply indicates “the breadth
and depth of concern across the American
government” at the time about Flynn’s
conversations with foreign representatives.
None of the officials could have known
beforehand that the unidentified person in
the reports was Flynn, Bates said.

The requests for the information came
as U.S. officials were scrutinizing Russian
election interference on Trump’s behalf
and trying to determine whether Trump
associates were involved in that effort.

The issue has been politically charged
since early 2017, when it was revealed
that Flynn had discussed sanctions during
the presidential transition period with Rus-
sia’s then-U.S. ambassador, Sergey Kis-
lyak. Flynn later pleaded guilty to lying to
the FBI about those talks with Kislyak.

U.S. officials may ask the National
Security Agency to disclose to them the
names of Americans who are swept up in
the surveillance of foreigners and whose
identities are concealed in intelligence
reports if they believe the identity is
essential in understanding the intelligence
— and they do so thousands of times a
year.

for unemployment bene

WASHINGTON (AP)
— Nearly 3 million laid-off
workers applied for U.S.
unemployment benefits last
week as the viral outbreak
led more companies to
slash jobs even though
most states have begun to
let some businesses reopen
under certain restrictions.

Roughly 36 million peo-
ple have now filed for job-
less aid in the two months
since the coronavirus first
forced millions of business-
es to close their doors and
shrink their workforces,
the Labor Department said
Thursday. An additional
842,000 people applied
for aid through a separate
federal program set up
for the self-employed and
gig workers, bringing last
week’s total to 3.8 million.

All told, the figures point
to a job market that remains
gripped by its worst crisis
in decades and an economy
that is sinking into a severe
downturn. The results show
that the tentative reopen-
ing of some businesses in
many states has done little
to reverse the flow of mass
layoffs. Last week’s pace of
new applications for aid is
four times the record high
that prevailed before the
coronavirus struck hard in
March.

Jobless workers in some
states are still reporting
difficulty applying for or
receiving benefits. These
include free-lance, gig and

self-employed workers,
who became newly eligible
for jobless aid this year.

The latest jobless claims
follow a devastating jobs
report last week. The
government said the un-
employment rate soared to
14.7% in April, the highest
rate since the Great Depres-
sion, and employers shed a
stunning 20.5 million jobs.
A decade’s worth of job
growth was wiped out in a
single month.

Even those figures failed
to capture the full scale of
the damage. The govern-
ment said many workers
in April were counted as
employed but absent from
work but should have been
counted as temporarily
unemployed.

Millions of other laid-off
workers didn’t look for a
new job in April, likely
discouraged by their pros-
pects in a mostly shuttered
economy, and weren’t
included, either. If all those
people had been counted
as unemployed, the jobless
rate would have reached
nearly 24%.

Most economists have
forecast that the official
unemployment rate could
hit 18% or higher in May
before potentially declining
by summer.

The job market’s col-
lapse has occurred with
dizzying speed. As recently
as February, the unem-
ployment rate was 3.5%, a
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half-century low. Employ-
ers had added jobs for a
record 9% years. Even in
March, unemployment was
just 4.4%.

Now, with few Ameri-
cans shopping, traveling,
eating out or otherwise
spending normally, econ-
omists are projecting that
the gross domestic prod-
uct — the broadest gauge
of economic activity — is
shrinking in the April-June
quarter at a roughly 40%
annual rate. That would
be the deepest quarterly
contraction on record.

The states that are now
easing lockdowns are doing
so in varied ways. Ohio
has permitted warehouses,
most offices, factories, and
construction companies
to reopen, but restaurants
and bars remain closed for
indoor sit-down service.

A handful of states have
gone further, including
Georgia, which has opened
barber shops, bowling
alleys, tattoo parlors and
gyms. South Carolina has
reopened beach hotels, and
Texas has reopened shop-
ping malls.

Data from private firms
suggest that some previ-
ously laid-off workers have
started to return to small
businesses in those states,
though the number of
applications for unemploy-
ment benefits remains high.

Wine Cellars
Etc.
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Tamara & Geno
Landrum
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Cats spread virus without symptoms

(AP) - Cats can spread
the new coronavirus to oth-
er cats without any of them
ever having symptoms, a
lab experiment suggests.

Scientists who led
the work, reported on
Wednesday, say it shows
the need for more research
into whether the virus can
spread from people to cats
to people again.

Health experts have
downplayed that possibil-
ity. The American Veteri-
nary Medical Association
said in a new statement
that just because an animal
can be deliberately infected
in a lab “does not mean
that it will easily be infect-
ed with that same virus
under natural conditions.”

Anyone concerned

about that risk should use
“common sense hygiene,”
said virus expert Peter
Halfmann. Don’t kiss your
pets and keep surfaces
clean to cut the chances
of picking up any virus an
animal might shed, he said.
He and colleagues at
the University of Wiscon-
sin School of Veterinary
Medicine led the lab
experiment and published
results Wednesday in the
New England Journal of
Medicine. Federal grants
paid for the work.
Researchers took coro-
navirus from a human pa-
tient and infected three cats
with it. Each cat then was
housed with another cat
that was free of infection.
Within five days, coro-

navirus was found in all
three of the newly exposed
animals.

None of the six cats ever
showed any symptoms.

“There was no sneezing,
no coughing, they never
had a high body tempera-
ture or lost any weight,”
Halfmann said. “If a pet
owner looked at them ...
they wouldn’t have noticed
anything.”

Last month, two domes-
tic cats in different parts
of New York state tested
positive for the coronavirus
after mild respiratory ill-
nesses. They were thought
to have picked it up from
people in their homes or
neighborhoods.

Some tigers and lions
at the Bronx Zoo also

have tested positive for
the virus, as have a small
number of other animals
around the world.

Those cases and the new
lab experiment show “there
is a public health need
to recognize and further
investigate the potential
chain of human-cat-human
transmission,” the authors
wrote.

Guidelines from the
U.S. Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention
say that based on the limit-
ed information available
so far, the risk of pets
spreading coronavirus to
people “is considered to
be low.”

The veterinary medicine
group says “there is no
evidence to suggest that

animals, including pets,
that may be incidentally
infected by humans are
playing a role in the spread
of COVID-19.” It stressed
that person-to-person
transmission was driving
the global pandemic.
However, the group
noted that many diseas-
es spread between pets
and people, so hygiene is
always important: Wash
your hands before and after
touching pets, and keep
your pet and its food and
water bowls clean.
Halfmann, whose two
cats sleep near him, said
the worry may be greater
for animal shelters, where
one infected animal could
pass the virus to many
others.

Reopen

From A1

¢ cleaning and disin-
fecting frequently touched
objects and surfaces

Learn about Oregon’s
reopening guidance from
Governor Kate Brown’s
website: COVID-19 Re-
sources for Oregonians.

“Please remember that
it is up to us, as a commu-
nity, to be the best public
health stewards we can be,”
Edwards said.

For any questions
regarding COVID-19, visit
cooshealthandwellness.org
for the most recent guid-
ance, or email covid19.
questions@chw.coos.
or.us and Coos Health &
Wellness will work to re-
spond questions in a timely
manner.

Restoration

From A1

they are working on put-
ting up a retaining wall and
then they’ll start building
the foundation. It’s excit-
ing.”

The theatre contracted
construction services from
Scott Partney Construction,
of North Bend, to build the
addition, said Woods. The
project cost for phase four

is approximately $500,000.

The project was funded
using donations from com-
munity members, fundrais-
ing events and grants from
a number of local and state
agencies. According to its
press release, the theatre
has raised more than $1.9
million toward its resto-
ration project.

It’s completed the first
three phases of its overall
seven phase project, which
included a new lobby area,
new auditorium seating

and other fagade and ac-
cessibility improvements.

In addition to continuing
on its building restoration
work, Woods said the
theatre’s board has also
continued on discussions
on ways it can still provide
entertainment to communi-
ty members remotely.

Like so many other busi-
nesses, LTOB was forced
to close its door to the
general public in March
as part of the governor’s
executive order to stop and

slow down the spread of
the novel coronavirus.

A production of “Matil-
da the Musical” was
halted this year as restric-
tions were put into place
related to COVID-19
which included inviting
fifth-grade students from
the North Bend School
District to a special
performance on April 16,
said Woods.

The Rotary Coos Foun-
dation and the Coos Cul-
tural Coalition helped fund

the special program and
even purchased 175 books,
of Matilda by author Roald
Dahl, for each student,
Woods added.

Due to the show being
canceled, Woods said they
were still able to hand
out the books to all the
fifth-graders by including
them in their school pack-
ets to take home.

According to Woods, the
board is working on ways
it can continue to offer
services and entertainment

to the community as well
as to keep their audiences
connected.

“We’re trying to figure
out a way how we can
bring productions to the
audience,” said Woods.
“We’re thinking how we
can get online program-
ming to our fans, to our
patrons and to our support-
ers... We have some good
things that are happening
behind the scenes right
now so we’re happy, we’re
hopeful.”

Aid

From A1

is risk to standing pat at a
time of massive unemploy-
ment, financial struggles
for local governments

and growing COVID-19
caseloads, particularly with
the November election fast
approaching.

Despite their distaste for
further negotiations with
Democrats, many Republi-
cans privately see passage
of another coronavirus
measure as inevitable.

Senate Majority Leader
Mitch McConnell, a propo-
nent of the “pause,” said
Tuesday that Republicans
are “taking a look at what
we’ve already done. And
we’ve added about $3
trillion to the national debt,
and assessing the effective-
ness of that before decid-
ing to go forward.”

Yet McConnell also

Closing and 8:30 a.m. quotes:
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cracked open the door,
cautiously, to more legis-
lation, provided that it is
“narrowly targeted.”

“I’m in discussion, we
all are, with the admin-
istration. If we reach a
decision along with the
administration to move
to another phase, that’ll
be the time to interact
with the Democrats,” he
said.

Still, recent polls show
GOP voters are far more
likely to be satisfied with
the government’s virus
response than Democrats.
They are less fearful of a
second wave of cases as
states loosen stay-at-home
orders, and they are not
clamoring for more aid.

“We’re starting to hear
grumbling against spend-
ing that I haven’t heard
for a while,” said Adam
Brandon, president of
FreedomWorks, a con-
servative group that has
helped promote demonstra-
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tions around the country
demanding a relaxation of
state lockdown orders.

On Capitol Hill, the
question of what to do next
is sowing GOP division.

Conservative senators
from solidly red states
argue that Washington
has done enough, and
they have been squaring
off in meetings with GOP
moderates and pragmatists
siding with Democrats.
The moderates are support-
ive of fiscal relief for states
and local governments,
help for the Postal Service,
additional jobless aid,
and further provisions on
testing and tracing for the
virus, which has already
claimed more than 80,000
lives in the U.S.

The conservative sen-
ators have influence with
Trump, but he doesn’t
share their fiscal instincts.

The president and
deputies like Treasury
Secretary Steven Mnuchin

Levi Straus 11.85 11.74
Dow Jones closed at 23,247.97

Provided by Coos Bay Edward
Jones

have signaled a willing-
ness to deliver aid to state
and local governments
— funding that is a core
demand of House Speaker
Nancy Pelosi, D-Calif.
And Trump at one point
even floated a massive
debt-financed effort on in-
frastructure, leaving many
conservatives aghast.

Trump himself has
cautioned Republicans
against drawing a red line
against state and local aid.
The president is talking
to governors, noted a top
House GOP leadership
aide who requested ano-
nymity to describe private
conversations. The aide
emphasized that the pres-
ident remains extremely
popular in most Republi-
can congressional districts
and still gives members
a lot of cover by going
along with him.

“As states begin to
reopen we need to wait
and see where and what

the need is, but the policy
process is ongoing at the
White House,” said a
White House aide, request-
ing anonymity to describe
internal dynamics. “The
president has said more
help is coming.”

Many think the next
coronavirus bill, when it
passes, will be the last one
for a while, with Con-
gress likely to maintain an
intermittent schedule as the
election nears.

“I don’t see us coming
back before the election
so I’d rather us get this
smart and right rather
than shoveling more coal
into the fire, and people
saying we’ll come back
and do more,” McHenry
said.

But it’s clear that
Republicans are dreading
another round of negotia-
tions with Democrats.

While each of the four
prior COVID-19 response
measures passed by almost

unanimous votes, the out-
come required GOP lead-
ers to accept significant
legislative victories for
Pelosi and Senate Minority
Leader Chuck Schumer,
D-N.Y. They fear another
episode in which Mnuchin,
a former Democrat, gives
them even more.

For now, negotiations
are in neutral. The Senate
is poised to push off the
legislative debate until
after the Memorial Day
break, when Republicans
hope the virus will finally
begin to ease.

“We will be working in
a bipartisan way and with
the White House to make
sure ... we’re addressing
the very serious needs
of the American people
when it becomes both to
the health emergency and
the economic emergency
that they’re experiencing
right now,” said No. 2
Senate Republican John
Thune of South Dakota.
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OSAA adjusts reclassification timeline

JERRY ULMER
OSAAtoday

Even with an historic pause
due to the coronavirus crisis, the
OSAA has made some “pretty
significant changes” in the last
month or so, according to execu-
tive director Peter Weber.

The association has altered the
timeline for its classification and
districting process and adopted
policies for emerging activities
and collective sponsorships
between schools.

Unfortunately, the OSAA still
can’t answer the big question
everyone is asking: Will high
school sports get back to normal
in the fall? Of course, much of
that is out of the OSAA’s hands,
but the association is doing its
best to stay nimble for whatever
terrain lies ahead.

“We’re going to keep trying to
figure it out,” Weber said. “No-
body has an answer right now.
Certainly we’re going to do what
we can.”

The OSAA has formed contin-
gency groups for fall sports and
some activities — each composed
of athletic directors, coaches and
an OSAA staff member — in an
attempt to be prepared for what
may arise. The groups are meet-
ing online this week.

“It’s just to talk about the
calendar, practices, contests,
if things start a month late or
we can’t have spectators, what
things would look like in that
particular activity,” Weber said.
“It’s to try to get in front of some
of those things, instead of flying
by the seat of your pants.”

The idea of moving fall contact
sports to the spring, and shifting
sports that are better suited for
social distancing to the fall, has
been brought up, but Weber said
he “didn’t want to give it too
much credence” at this point.

“I don’t know the feasibility of
it, but I think at this point, we’re
thinking just about anything’s
on the table,” Weber said. “T get
tired of telling people this, but we

have a lot more questions right
now than we have answers.”

Gov. Kate Brown said last
week that events with “large
gatherings” would be banned
through September, but did not
define the term. State guidelines
for schools — which could include
provisions for students such as
staggered schedules and elements
of distance learning — will be
integral to the OSAA’s plans.

“Anything we do has got to
flow from that,” Weber said.
“There’s a lot being talked
about.”

In the meantime, the OSAA is
going about its regular business
of governance. It made changes
during online meetings of the
delegate assembly April 23 and
the executive board May 4.

The classification and district-
ing process, which occurs every
four years, will shrink from 13
months to four months. Instead
of starting in the fall and finish-
ing in December of the following
year, it will go from August to

December of the same year, start-
ing in 2021, when it will plan
for the four-year time block that
begins in 2022.

“That way they’re dealing
with one set of enrollment num-
bers,” Weber said. “In the past,
we’d do a lot of work, and then
there are brand new numbers.”

Enrollment numbers will be
based on grades 9-11, rather
than 9-12, and will come from a
three-year rolling average.

“So many times it’s a one-
year blip, up or down,” Weber
said. “If it happens at the right or
wrong time, it can really affect
people. So we’re looking at the
three-year average to kind of
smooth that out.”

The OSAA has adopted a pol-
icy for collective sponsorships
in individual-based sports. In co-
operative sponsorships — which
have been in place for years
— two schools combine resourc-
es and compete as one team.
Collective sponsorships will
allow schools to share resources

The Associated Press

In this 2016, file photo, San Francisco 49ers first-round draft pick DeForest Buckner, left, meets with former University of Oregon teammate Arik Armstead, right, during a news
conference in Santa Clara, Calif. Armstead and Buckner have been teammates on the defensive line for seven of the past eight seasons whether in college at Oregon or in the NFL
with the San Francisco 49ers. The 49ers signed Armstead to a five-year contract worth up to $85 million on Monday, March 16, 2020, and then immediately agreed to a deal to

send Buckner to Indianapolis.

Armstead preps for life without Buckner

JOSH DUBOW
Associated Press

Arik Armstead and DeForest Buckner
were teammates on the defensive line for
seven of the past eight seasons whether in
college at Oregon or in the NFL with the San
Francisco 49ers.

So when Armstead got rewarded with an
$85 million, five-year contract in free agency
from San Francisco on the first day of free
agency this offseason, the news that followed
was a little disconcerting.

The Niners had traded Armstead’s long-
time running mate to Indianapolis for a first-
round pick.

“It was of course an interesting day to say
the least,” Armstead said Wednesday. “A lot
of excitement of course, signing back with
the Niners that definitely was what I wanted
to do. Then learning about DeFo being traded
was a shock to me. Trying to figure out how
that happened and what went on.”

What went on was that the Niners decided
they couldn’t afford to keep both their star
defensive linemen under the salary cap. With
Buckner owed $12.4 million on the fifth-year
option on his rookie deal and looking for a

lucrative long-term contract that he eventu-
ally got from the Colts, the Niners decided it
made more sense to keep Armstead and get a
high draft pick for Buckner that turned into
his replacement, Javon Kinlaw.

Armstead said he never thought that his
deal could have lead to his friend’s departure
and said it will be “weird” to play without
Buckner. The only other time he’s done it
since the two arrived at Oregon together in
2012 came during Armstead’s rookie year in
the NFL in 2015.

“I figured there would be a way we’d be
able to continue playing together,” he said.
“But things happened how it happened.
Losing DeFo, he’s an irreplaceable player,

a leader, a fixture of our organization. There
definitely will be a void there. That’s not
something one person will be able to fill. It’s
going to be a team effort.”

The fact that the Niners kept Armstead over
Buckner would have been viewed as a surprise
a year ago. While Buckner had been a leader
on the defense since being drafted in the first
round in 2016, Armstead’s career had been a
bit of a disappointment until last season.

He played only 14 games combined in
2016 and ’17 before injuries put him on sea-

son-ending injured reserve and he made little
impact when healthy.

He had just nine sacks in his first five
seasons and many questioned the wisdom of
bringing him back in 2019 on the fifth-year
option worth more than $9 million.

But that decision was validated when
Armstead led the team with 10 sacks and
ranked second with 35 pressures despite
playing significant time on the inside. He
also was a force against the run.

Armstead believes that’s only the begin-
ning and he expects even more improvement
this season when he plays on a talented line
that also features defensive end Nick Bosa,
speed rusher Dee Ford, the promising Kinlaw,
2017 first-round pick Solomon Thomas and
the dependable D.J. Jones and Ronald Blair.

“I made some strides,” Armstead said. “I
think I became overall a better player. I got
better in every facet. Still a lot to improve on.
I want to play faster. I want to work on my
get-off. I want to continue to work on my tech-
nique and honing in on my skills. You can get
better and better every year. There are definite-
ly some things I want to continue to improve
on. I got a lot better last year and I think I'm
just hitting my stride getting started.”

MLS considers having all teams play in Florida

ANNE M. PETERSON
Associated Press

Major League Soccer is look-
ing at the possibility of resuming
the season this summer with all
teams playing in Orlando, Florida.

Details of the plan are still
under consideration, but the
league’s 26 teams and limited
staff would likely be sheltered in
a resort with games played with-
out fans at ESPN’s Wide World
of Sports Complex at Disney
World, a person with knowledge
of the plan told The Associated
Press. The person spoke on the
condition of anonymity Wednes-
day because the plan has not
been formally announced. The
proposal was first reported by the

Washington Post.

Teams could head to Florida
as early as June 1 for training
camps. The league suspended
play on March 12 after teams
had played just two games.

“I think the league is still at a
stage, from what I understand,
where this particular idea is
something that they have in mind
and are trying to get feedback
from teams about as to what it
could look like and how it could
work,” Nashville coach Gary
Smith said. “Personally, again,
we’re in uncharted territory here.
I certainly, along with probably
most other people, have never
seen anything like it before. So
therefore, you have to be a little
bit more open-minded about

what a season could look like.”

Other proposals have included
teams playing a tournament-style
competition in four different cities.
There’s also the possibility teams
could return to their home stadiums
for games following the resump-
tion of the season in Orlando.

It was not immediately clear
whether any of the plans had been
presented to the players’ union.

Earlier Wednesday, Florida
Gov. Ron DeSantis said his state
was open to leagues looking to
restart, or start, their seasons.

“All professional sports are
welcome here for practicing and
for playing,” DeSantis said. “What
I would tell commissioners of
leagues is, if you have a team in an
area where they just won’t let them

operate, we’ll find a place for you
here in the state of Florida.”

The ESPN facility has 17
fields, so it could accommodate
multiple teams. MLS held its
All-Star game in Orlando last
year.

“What I can say if this com-
munity is ready to do it, then Or-
lando is the perfect city to hold
an event like that,” Orlando City
coach Oscar Pareja said. “The
experience, infrastructure, ev-
erything. Orlando has everything
to hold it. If the league decides
to do that, I think it’ll be a great
decision to play it here. It’s just
rumors right now, but I don’t see
any other city that has the experi-
ence and possibility to hold such
an event like Orlando.”

but give students the option of
competing for their own school.

The OSAA also has created an
opportunity for emerging activ-
ities to be reviewed for sanction
by the association.

Under current rules, a sport
or activity must have 50 schools
participating to be sanctioned
by the OSAA. The new policy
would allow for a sport or activ-
ity with at least 25 schools to be
reviewed for a two-year period to
evaluate its viability.

Weber said he heard from
lacrosse representatives shortly
after the policy was adopted.
E-sports and clay target are
among other activities to poten-
tially benefit from the policy.

“In some way, it’s like a little
runway to getting fully sanc-
tioned,” Weber said.

Editor's Note: Jerry Ulmer
writes content for the Oregon
School Activities Association. For
more stories about high school
sports in Oregon, see the OSAA-
today section at www.osaa.org.

NASCAR
announcers
will work
from studio

CHARLOTTE, N.C. (AP) —
Jeff Gordon thought his wife, a
former model, was kidding when
she asked the NASCAR Hall of
Famer to color her graying roots.
He realized she was serious after
the third request, FaceTimed her
regular stylist and took a crash
course in mixing color.

“Those are the types of things
we do when we are in quaran-
tine,” Gordon said Wednesday.
“There are things that you do to
keep the glue together, to keep
everybody healthy and sane. So if
having gray hair stresses her out,
then I am happy to contribute.”

The adjustments will continue
Sunday when NASCAR resumes
its schedule at Darlington Race-
way in South Carolina. Gordon,
now in his fifth season as part of
Fox Sports’ broadcast team, will
not be at the track. He and Mike
Joy will call the race from a stu-
dio in Charlotte and Regan Smith
will be the only at-track reporter
for the broadcast team, working
the pits. Larry McReynolds, an
analyst, will also work from the
Charlotte studio.

NASCAR is | imiting the num-
ber of people at the track to only
those essential to compete and
broadcast the race, so Fox will
have a dramatically reduced roster
and use a high-speed custom-built
drone that can offer more perspec-
tives than usual since fans won’t
be in the stands. The Fox team is
still finalizing its approach, but
expects to use instant messaging
with crews to glean the critical
information Gordon and Joy need
to properly call a race.

Gordon and Joy spent the
last two months calling iRacing
events from a studio, so they
have some experience with
broadcasting remotely. Still, they
will be winging some things as
they adapt to watching the race
on monitors instead of describing
what’s unfolding right in front of
them at the track.

“I’m just excited that the
opportunity is there for NASCAR
and motorsports,” Gordon told
The Associated Press. “We are al-
ways comparing our sport to oth-
ers but now we really get to really
talk about the uniqueness of our
sport and showcase that, because
that is what is giving us this
opportunity when other sports are
going to be more delayed.

“Motorsports is fortunate to
have this opportunity. I am more
excited to see that in action, but I
think everybody is nervous. Nor-
mally in a broadcast we have prac-
tice, we have qualifying, we get to
work some things. This is going
to be ‘Boom,’ just like the drivers
and the teams. They are going to
get in the car and drop the green
flag and it is on, and for us it is
going to be the same thing.”

NASCAR’s return will be
conducted in just one day, with
qualifying and practices canceled
for a consolidated schedule. A
random draw will be used to
help set the field at Darlington.
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